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SAILINGS dVER THE GLOBE. 


CHAPTER h 

THE RIBE AND PROGRKSb OF NAVIGATION, 

I'l was by slow decrees that man obtained the power to navigate the 
waters. The trunk of a tiec, hollowed out lor a more easy position 
of the body, forms the canoe which is usually louud among the most 
uncivilised of our race. Imprtnemvnts on this rough boat were 
probably sugg(’stcd by observing tlie hiiiiy tribes. *It accords thus 
lar with the body of a fish ; the fore part of the trunk, when sharpened 
oif to an edge, is assimilated to the licad of the fish, while its tail« 
whifh dircctH its motion, might suggest the rudder tor the purpose 
(d steering the -ClIHoc ; and as the ilu<( of a ttsh make a passage 
through the waters, so, when paddles were employed, the boat was 
cs' entially t oinplete. Other vessels were afterwards built in ancient 
tunes of alder and po}'ha as light woods^but the preference was given 
to fir and oak. Th;" Giccks used chesnut and cedar; elm was chiefly 
eiuployed for the parts of a vessel under water, and cypress was 
\q1uc([ for its not leaking. 

One of oui x>oets, addressing man, says— 

** Leani of Uil' liUle nautilus to sail/* 

in accordance with an idea long entertained that the little marine 
cicaturc thus denominated raised a sail, and by this means way 
wafted at pleasure ou the bosom of the wateis, and that anfOhaerva* 
Lion of its iiracticc suggested to the human race a similar expedient> 
toi the same purpose. Under the popular impression, another poet ^ 
thus deficribt'b its movcnicnts : — 

** The native pilot ot-tliSjHfle balk ^ 

Tut out .1 tier of oars on'tiLlitr h<1p, > 

Spread to the wafting breeze a two told snl. 

And tnouiiled up and glided thu btllow 
In happ) freedom, plua^ed to toel the ou*, 

And Wander in th** luxurj of light.” ‘ . - 

But this has been loccntly proved, by a French ladyiesi^ng in , 
$icUy, to be all imagination. She has minutely examined and care¬ 
fully described the nautilus, and it is now clear, to all who have dufy'" 
W^ghftd her statements, tliat the animal has peither sail nor ocm. 

3aomer describes tlxe xirocess adopted in the infancy of navigathix^*. v 
first cuts down with his axe twenty trees, and |>repares the 
for his purpose by cutting it sinootli and giving it the 
He then Wes the holes for nails and hookSi fits the pUwfii ' 
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to^otlier, and fastens them with naiLa. He lounds the bottom of the 
ship like that of a broad transport vessel, and raises a bulwark, fitting 
it upon the numerous ribs of the ship. He afterwards covers the 
whole of the outside with planks, which ore laid across the ribs, from 
the keel upwards to the bulwark. Next the mast is made, and the 
sail-yard attached to it; and, lastly, the rudder. When the ship is 
thus far completed, he raises the bulwark still higher by wicker¬ 
work, which goes all round the vessel, os a protection ag&ist tlio 
waves. For ballast, he throws into the slux) wood, stones, and sand. 
Calypso then brings him materials, oi'which he makes a sail— 

** Whu h hv al<40 shaped, 

Aud to liifl sail dur iui iiiture annex'd 

Oi (urdagti BtroDif, fortr^bbes, and ropes aloft; 

Theu heaved hor cloaii ulUi It'vm to the deep.** 

At first, perhaps, a sail was made by tlic imirincr RUbpenrling some 
of his garments on a pole. Thus it was fabled of llciculcs that he 
sailed with the back of a liun, because his gaiinent, whith was a lion's 
skin, answered this purpose ; and in some couutrieb they used leather, 
or skins of anfiiials, for sails. No iiiort^ than one sail and one mast 
were employed in the earliest ages. As white was (*onsidercd a for¬ 
tunate colour, this was coitmiimly eiven to the sails, but at other 
times they were of various hues. It is s.iid that in aimcnt Jtgypt tlie 
sail was suspended on two tipright poles, ^othat it could only b'Mised 
before the wind, as ia the practice of s(j'iic oi the iftlaudei^ of the 
Boutkern Pacific, whose sails are made* of mats. There is, 
indeed, a htrong loscmblance between llu nautleal imKonieiits of 
uncivilnficd people now^ and tlie arts ol remote untii^iuty. 

After the times of the Trojan war, iiatigatioi., mul, Mutli it, the 
airt of &hip-buildin|j, became groaUy iiupioved, on lu count of 
tlio establishment oi the numcrirus colonics on foreign coasts, and 
the increased commercial luteicourM* with these colonies and other 
foreign countries. The practice of imacy, which was duiing this 

J )vriod carried on to a great extent, not only between (Treeks and 
breigners, but edso among the Greeks themselves, must likewise have 
contributed to the improvememt of ships and navigatioiu As a science 
it was still, at best, but at alow ebb. Navigation generally ceased 
altogether in wmter. In instances where it Avould have betui neces¬ 
sary to coast aiouud a considcrublo extent of countiy, wdneh was 
connected with the main land by a narrow neck, the slaps wore some- 
limes drawn across tlio neck, from one sea to the other, by. 
machines. Ihis was done most frequently across the Isthmus of 
Corinth. 

Seldom, indeed, did tlie Greeks venture out into the open sea; and 
it was generally considered necessary to remain in sight of the coast, 
CNT of some island, which also served us guides in day-time ; in the 
nig^t the position, rising, and setting of the tlifferent stars answered 
the same purpose. Accordingly, Homer, having described CalyMo's 
latest gut, a gentle gale," and Ulysses as spreading joyously all hia 
^yass to receive it, says 

** Besuie tlie helm he sat, steoniir <'Xp<«rt, 

I Kor sleep fell everoa hia eyes tnat 'watcU*d 

^ InUot too 2*ieudes ; tardy iu deciiue 
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S^t<« and the Bear, call’d eUe tiie Wain, 

Which, fu his polar person eiroho^* looks 
Direct towards Orion, and alone 
Of Ihese sinks nearer to the briny deep. 

That star the lovely goddess bade him hold 
Cuntinual un hU kft. through all his course,” 

When, however, tho sky w^os overcast with clouds, the 
mariaers were thrown into extieme consternation, and durst not ven* 
ture to any gieat distance fioin the cojist, lest they should be carried' . 
forwards in sax opposite course to that which they intended, or bo ^ 
driven against unknown shores and hidden rocks. some instancei 
tliere remained nothing but despair. “ When,’^ says the evangeHst 
Luke, in relating Paul’s voyage from Cesarea to Kome, neither sun nor 
stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all 
hope that M’O should be saved was then taken away/** Deprived oi 
the sun by day, and the stars by night, the ancient navigators wetO 
tossed about the Mediterranean, not knowing in what direction 
were borne by the winds and the waves, » 

There wa^, indeed, much cause for gloomy forebodings. As only$ 
portion of tho globe was known, and tJiat portion was supposed to^ 
on an cxtenrlcd plane, thobC who htld a voyage from Ciete to EgyW^'' 
to be a siguil pi oof of nautical couiage, and who had never reacuCtti^, 
fc>u‘ily or Aliica but by a Avayv\ard tempest or by shipwreck, 
who were then objects of wonder at having escaped the perils <ff ' 
Scylla—the rocks on the const of Italy and Sicily; Churybdis—th^ 
m-ighbouiiii^ wlurlpool, and the Syrtes—sand-banks on the northem 
const cd Ahicn,—might jiustly have feared for themselves in being ^ 
c.jminittcd to unknown wnters, and ui tracking shores which 
leports oi others wdio had iu.ver seen them, no lesi, than their 
fears, had invested with horror. 

In tlic courbc ot time, how'cvei, it had beru observed that, in addi-; 
tioii to the motions of the sun and moon, certain stars towards th$ 
north never sank btdow the hon/on, but bocmed to move continually ^ 
round a detinite point. The ronstunt revolution of the sevqp con- 
bjiicuoub stars foriiung the hinder part of the Great Hear were 
notued by the Greeks ; while a set of stars wliich kept on revolving 
in Hinallei circles tlian these were idso obburved. This was the con- 
stidlatiou called the Little Boar; at the top of the tail of which a 
star IS situated, which is now culled the Pole Star. Tills is thg 
nearest plamly-visible star to that point which is on a line with the , 
pole of the earth, infinitely extended northward. When the Use of ^ 
these observations had become familiar by practice, the uautioel 
art advanced considerably, and various schemes of enterprise 
effected, with greater or less success. 

The Phceniciatis wen* espeeially celebrated for commerce, dti4» ' 
consequently, for navigation, long before the Greeks practised ^ 
art. Among them pre-eminence is due to the people of Tyre, 
had a naturm genius for traihe, and were also urged to seek a fbreij 
eommerce from the narrowness and poverty of the slip of gtound 
possessed along the coasts as well as from the convenience of 


• Acts axvii. 20. 
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% tfarcc good ports* Lt^banon and tlie otKcr neighbouring mountains fur- 
;^Jds^d them with excellent %yoodfor bhip-building; and they speedily 
iMcame distinguished as navigators. Their pilots manned the ships 
tX the nations, and conducted the vessels of Solomon over the lied 
\ Seh, the Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean, as far as Tarshish, ^Hhe 
s !^Uver country/' The people of Tyre and Sidon desired and endea- 
' Touted to preserve to themselves exclusively the trade and commerce 
;,of tiic world, possessmg, as they did, the privilege of serving the 
1 ^yptions and other people, whose religion deterred them Horn 
/ pursuing maritime? enterprise. The former dreaded the sea, which 
swallowed up their divinity tlic Nile, and, therefore, long ceased to 
cultivate the naval art. The Phoenicians weic never allowed to enter 
^ the Nile ; but, with Tjtc and fcjidon as their two principal ciiies, 

^ they engrossed by fir the greater port of the commcice of the w'Oild 
then known, Tncy brought tho gold and gf ins imd spices of tlie 
Bast from India, Persia, and other countries, to Tyre and fcsidon, by 
caravans or land^tarmge, and distributed them, by means of their 
shipping on the MedUerranean, among the nations ol the Wc'^t. From 
an early period, however, they longed for some port which should 

f 'vethcm command of the navigation ol the Red Sea, and this obieet 
ey attamod by gaining possession of llhinocurura, a city on the 
^^.l>cmndaiy between Palesliue and Egypt. By this means they en- 
i Ifcrg^d their commerce to a vast extent, mukiug the Red Bca tho 
' medium of communication liotvvccn thi* eastern countiics and Tyre, 
^ Instead of transporling Iheir commodities by land, 

/ Musters of a numerous licet, constantly cnteriilg on new naviga- 
^'tions, tlioy speeddy ariivcd at so great an extent of jiopidatioii and 
Weul^i as to be able to send out new colonics. The principal of these 
VTQB Carthage, whicli, ardently clKTisliIng the spuit of commerce, not 
only equalled but greatly surpassed Tyre itsell, m the course ot time, 
Tending its merchant fleets fai and wide ov(*r the surface of the globe, 
r. The Meditorrunean Sea, wdiu h netuidly seemed to the ancients to 
b© (dtuUted, as its name implies, in the middle of th<^ earth, was the 
scone of the earhest known navigation. As little experience was 
J>;bequeathed by a passing generation to one that w is advancing, many 
ftgOB elapsed before the Mediterranean, TjrrlKuit', Adriatic, and 
.^gean Seas W'cre cxploied. It is probable that with the Carthagini- 
oj’igiuatcd the ide.i of quitting the Mediterranean by the Straits 
now" Gibraltai\ of sailing southward, tircuimmvigating the 
of Africa, and then returning northward by the Red Sea, tow'ards 
Levant^ or eastern side of the Slcditcnantan. This idea was chc- 
f joshed for ages as the crowning enterprise, but wdiich only a solitary 
f' few, at long inter Villa of time, detciiuined to try. 

A daring navigator appears in the story of tlie Pampliilian, w'ho 
C wftB taken prisoner, carried to Egypt, and kept foi a very long time 
fl9A a slave at a town near oiu‘ of the mouths of the Nile, i^’equontly 
feltopJoyed to assist in maritime business, he formed the^purposc dP 

himself to the mercy of the waves m a saj^g-bpat, that 
might once again behold his native country, and/providiug hiiu* 
Ttdf Eocording to his beat ability, set soil, resolving ip perish in the 
. dfep rather won to remain in bondage. His success ^as signal; he 
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trutcweA the laige cxpaiibe of \Vatcrs which lic*» between Egypt and 
Asia Minor, and arrived safely at Pamphylia. The hold and unuaual 
adventure led to his receiving the app^ation of “ the lone sailor/* ^ 
In the age of Homer anchors wore unknown, and lxp:ge stones wen 
used in their stead. According to 
Pliny, the anchor was invented by 
Eupalamus, and improved by An- 
acharsis. When anchors were after- ^ 
v/ords used, they were generally 
made of iron, and resenabled m shape 
thO'te arc employed now. 

Each ship had several am hors ; the 
ouv iti wliicli the Apostle Paul 
smLd liad ioui,* ami ollurs had 
To show wlierc the anchor 
lay, a ban die el cork flouted over 
it \jii the burlace of the waTcrs, Of 
the bCVi 1 ,il anchors belonging to 
each ship, one exceeded the ic&i ni 

sire ami •^tren^th. This m as calh*d ancikni ANCHoa* 

tlie s Uiui ajiilioi, aiul wiis a.edoiily 

win n danger w is gicc‘\ bO tli d the phiase, “To throw out the sacred 
iiuf hoi/’ b''( ume a proverb applicable to those who were diiveil to tho 
pr( acst cstnunity. 

rin^ obj 11 ot the Itonians in practising navigation w^as to subserve 
Uuii coii»pi<st>; hut tho cxtioiuitie'i of the kuoivn w'orld W'cre ran* 




sacked to />ratify thch hixnry, nnd thus maritime enterprise WSI 
indirectly promoted. When their ships were xiaeinployed invrat, 
tiiy made a survey of the dominions acquired by their arms. Trtvuf 
Aj^cola, tho governor of Britain, discovered it to be an island Iq 
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Hiling round it, towards the close of the first century of the Christian 
In like manner tliey explored the ocean in various directions- 
The Yessels employed by the Phoenicians and other nations about 
\'&e same period, and intended for commercial purposes, were without 
and bore a certain resemblance to the barges of the Hol- 
^IjHiders at the present day* They were flat-floored, round, drawing 
little water, and very broad in proportion to their length, so that they 
might contain a larger quantity of commodities than mey could under 
any otlier form* 

The oflicors of an ancient vessel differ considerably frf)m those re¬ 
quired now. One was the master of the rowers, on whom it devolved 
to assign their places to the rowers, to encourage them in their 
labours, and to ket p time to the motion of the oars, by the musical in¬ 
tonations of his voice, or by the strokes of his mallet. Another was tlie 

S ilot, or master of the ship, whose place was at the stern, to whom 
elonged the duty of navigating tlic vessel, and which could only be 
discharged by varied knowledge as to the Avorking parts of his ship, 
the winds, the heavenly bodies, the position of rocks and quicksands, 
and the site of commodious ports and harbours. When the ancients 
saw the winter signs begin to iise, they retired intx> biirbour, and 
there continued till the eouRtellatioufi of spring invited them again to 
trust themselves to the waters. 

About the sixth century the eastern portion of tin Koiiian empire 
was assailed by the Saracens, who occupied a paitof what is now 
'called Arabia. Mathuvius, a Saracen chief, fitted out a pow'erful 
fleet, and conquered the isle of Cyprus, in tlie Mediterranean, W'hich 
had formerly belonged to the eastern empire. Proceeding in theii^ 
career of conquest, they reached the Euphrates, and built Bassora, on 
the w^est bank of the river, which soon became a great conimcrcial 
city, and entirely cut off the independrnt p*irt of Persia from the 
oriental trade. Enterprise succeeded enterprise, antil the Arabians 
seem to have carried their exploratory endeavours in all directions and 
into all regions. 

Still the vewsels employed were of a very humble character* 
Ormus is described to us as a commercial city of the first importance, 
the great emporium of tliis part of Adia, This distinction was 
maintaixted by keeping up the eommunientidn between Persia and 
India, and still more by being one of the great channels through 
w^hich soitimodities of India were conveyed to Europe ; and yet 
the vessels employed in carrying oh this extensive true were very 
rude. Ihey had only one the planks were fastened With ropes 
mid wooden pins instead of nails, and covered With a fibrous stuff 
like horsehair; the cargo was covered over With leffneT. The native 
Sressels on the opposite coast of Arabia were constructed for many 
in a manner nearly similar. 

Meanwhile the natives of Britain were hut slenderly provided with 
the means of transit. A short time ago some ivorkmcn, liiigagcd in 
making a dram on the farm of Knaveu, on the estate of Netherr 
bi the county of Aberdeen, discovered a boat, evidently of 
antigmty, quite entire, and still in high preservation* It was 
at a Mpth of five feet from the surface, m a d^ostt of moss, at thit - 
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head of a small ravine. It is formed out of a solid oak tree, is 
feet long and nearly four broad, having at the stern a projecting 
with an eye in it for the purpose of mooruig. It xa of a \cry 
manufacture, and the mark of the hatchet or xnstrument by which it 

was constructed is still visible. ^ 

It U dear, however, that the ancient Bntons used to cross th 0 ^ 

EiigUsh and Irish Chan¬ 
nels in vessels of wicker- _ 

work covered W’ith bkins. 

They Averc found when the 
Homaiib inA'adedour island, 
and are still seen in use on 
the Soveru and among the 
people of South Wales. 

Tlie ships wnth Avhich the 
llixtoiis vainly stiovc to op¬ 
pose the progress of Julius -il: 

Caesar A\'ere made with bot- 
tonis flatter than those of 
the Medilciiancan vessels, __h 
to adai»t *11100) to a tide har- r 
boar and a sht>al const, and £ 
they w'cre elevcted both at 
the plow and the poop, 4 
which were deemed bettei 
adupted to loi^t a stormy 
eea. They Avoiccoiistruoted 
wliolly of oak ; the anchors 
A\x*i c secured by iron chains 
instead of the cables A\hi{ U 
had fonnoily been used; 

and the sails were made of , _ 

sldns and ihin leather. The Tiiii couacli , as se * • 

cievated poops gave thorn ai advantage m furnishing a.highjM 
Bianduig-place, from wduch missiles might be dibcUarged at th* 
Homan soldiers; but the Roman soldiers fitted shaip bilUhooM to 
the end of long poles, and catching hold ol the ropes Avhich fasteneg 
the sails of the liritish vessels to the mast, cut them asund^, 
thus rendered the sails ubcloss. 

Tlie fall of Rome and its empire diew along with it not only tbO 
overthrow of learning and the polite arts, but that of navigatioiy 
the barbarians into whose hands it fell conttmdng themselves with- 
the spoils of the industry of their predecessors* But no sooner were 
the braver amongst these natives well settled in th(*ir new proVin^PS 
—some in Gaul, as the Fr>*nks; others, in Sjjain, as the Goihs; and 
others in Italy, as the Lombards—than they began to learn tw 
advantages of navigation and commerce*, and the methods of cohduo^' 
lug them, from the people they Lad subdued; and that with so much 
success, timt in a little time they became able to instruct others, and 
a foot new institutions. 

is doubtful which of the JEuropean people, after the scttlemes^^ 
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Yvf their new mosterti, iiibt betook thcmselvcB to navigation and com- 
9lerce. The Italians, however^ are generally regarded as the restorers 
of navigation, os well as the polite arts, which had been banished 
, together from the time the empire had been tom asunder. To the 
'people ot Venice and Genoa there is strong reason for ascribing the 
,|^ory of this restoration; and to their advantageous position for 
navigation they ai e chiefly indebted for their glory. In the bottom 

the Adiiatic were a great number of marshy islands, only separated 
by narrow channels, and tliese well screeri(»d and almost inaccessible, 
* the residence of some fishermen, who here supported themselves by 
a little trade in fish and salt wdiich they found in some of these 
/islands. Thither the Veneti, a people inhabiting that part of the 
peninsula which strctchc® along the coasts of the gulf, retired, w'hcn 
; Alnric, King of the Goths, and afterwards Attila, King of the Huns, 
Wvaged Italy. 

These new islanders, not supposing that this was to be their fixed 
‘ Tesideiice, did not determine to compose any body-politic; but each of 
ihe seventy-twc islands of this little archipelago continued a long 
time under its separate master, and each formed a clistiiiet common¬ 
wealth. On their coinmcice becoming considerable enough to excite 
the jealousy of Iheir neighbours, they began lo think of uniting in 
one body; and it Avas thin union, first begun m the sixth century, but 
not complete<l till the eighth, that laid ilio foundation of the luture 
grandeur of the state of Venice, Their fleets of merchantmen wcie 
tiow sent to all the porta of the Mediterranean ; and at la^^t to those 
of Egypt, iiarticnlarly Cauo, a new city, built by the Saiaccn piinccs, 
on the eastern bank of the Nile, whm* the)" tiadoihlor the spices and 
\Whcr products of the Indies. 

An extraordinary influmico was conveved to Europe fioni the 
eastern world during the eleventh and twoltth centuries. So splendid 
Were the object-^ now' presented before the mind, that Uiosc with 
wliich it had been previously familiar appeared to have lost tlicix 
highest charms. The Asiatic empiie liad ciiily carried all ilu* finer 
arte to a pcrieetion elsewhere unknown ; there was the great empo- 
xium of the 1 idlest and the most biilliaiit stuflr,; the most exquisite 
mromaticB, diamonds, pearls, and costly geins; ail the objects wliu li 
"" minister to the pomp and luxury of the great. 

Maffio and Nicolo Polo, actuated by that ad\eutiirouft spirit for 
' "which Venice was then distinguished, undertook, therefore, a voyage 
to CcmstantuKiplc, then the key of eastern trade, and over whuli 
Venice thiuued even some share of dominion. After disposing of 
their cargo, they xesoUed on a trading ^isit to the Tartai's, wlio 
occupied the phthis aiouiid the Volga, On their airival they dis¬ 
posed of their jewels, and in consecxudicc of the road they had 
travcifred hccoming^unsale they turned tow'urds the cast, and reached, 
at length, the great city of Bokhara. 

Here they were prevailed on by a Tartar nobleman to accompany 
him to theicsideiice of the Grand Khan, which they readied alier a 
journey of twelve months. Their leccpUon at this court, thenj^i- 
j^ered the extremity of the East, was highly favourable; anl|||^ 
rJBlhan resolved to send them back, accompanied by one of his own 
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oiliccrs, as ambassadors to the Pope. At the expiration of trbu;^ , 
years, occupied in crossing tlic continent of Asia, they arrived at 
Venice, in the year 1269 . ^ ^ ' 

Subsequently furnished with presents and credentials, they 
their departure with Marco, the son of MalHo, now a youth or 
teen. Again they reached the court of the Khan, and were recei^Mit 
in the most distinguished manner. They were employed in vaiio^ » 
important official situations; nor was it without difficulty that they ' 
w'ere at length alloM^ed to satisfy the longing they felt to rotum to 
their native country. 

On the voyage homewards it appeal’s, from the narrative of Morco ' 
Polo, that they touched at the kingdom of Ziamb:i (Tsioinpa). Here 
they learned much of Great lava, or Java, though they did not touch 
either at that island or at Eomoo. Sailing southward, and paosing 
the small island (*f Pentan (Bnitang), they came to Java Minor*» 
under which name Sumatra is designated. From Sumatra they sailed, 
to t'oylon, n(^ticing on their way the island Angaman (j\ii(lAman)« 
Alter ^ome stay at Ceylon they sailed to Maabarg, A\hich, however, ia 
not Mabibm,but C<>romandel. Passing Cape Comorin, they passed' 
filong the coasts of Malabar, where they noticed the abundance of » 
ard ginger; then along that of (Juxeratand Cambaia. They 
npi 1 ar now id iiave sailed acrofi** the Indian Ocean and home by the 
(Ill this voyaiio they collected information as to Madagascar, ^ 
/ni’/.ihar, and the eastern coast of Africa, In sailing up the Red 
Soa they heaid of Aden, Abyssinia, and otlier towns and states' 
flUoated upon th&t gulf. From*^Aloxandr4a they set sail for Venice. 

Tfiey arriv(‘d in their native town after an absence of twciity-foW , 
years, in the course ot ■%hich time they liad become so altoied, their 
dress, appearance, and language so stniuge, that their warmest friends 
could no longei recognize them. A singular expotlicnt \vas adopted 
to make known their leturnand the results of their journeys* Xhd J 
thiee travellers invited all their fiicnds and connexions to a splendid ^ 
entertainment, and, on the company being assembled, thej'^enterad^ 
richly clad ni robes of ciimson satin, winch, when the feast began, ] 
were changed for others of crimson damask, while the fanner were. ] 
gnen to the attendants. On the removal of the hist course they 
disposed of the daimusk robes in like manner, putting ou dresses of 
crimson velvet; and, at the close of the feast, this splendid 
yas changed for plain robes, like those worn bv their guests. Greet 
was the wonder that was felt; but at length, when the servants wo^e 
withdxaMui, Marco Polo brought forth the three coarse garments 
whiedx they had returned from their travels, and the seams andliaihgF 
being ripped up, a quantity of diamonds, rubies, sapphires, and 
precious stones appeared. The company were oxceedmgly strude 
W'hat they deemed a countless treasure, and warmly congratulate^' 
their hosts on their great wealth. 

The iiapressiou made by the spectacle was deepened when 
S|^ described the kingdoms of Cathay and Cepango. It was sooiSt^' 
^^^ised iimibng his contemporaries. He spoke of the immense weidjdw f 
population, and industry of China; the Tartar in&gniiicence«pf 
Khsii; the countless hordes submissive to nis authority} 
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numerous islands of the Indian rich in natural productiotis, 

hitherto but little known ; and tlirce other islands of the east* 
'l^yond Chma- 

The Vei)cti.ius flourished and increased their commerce, their navi¬ 
gation, and then ('onquests, till the league of Cambxay m 1608, when 
a number of jealous priuees cou'^pired to bring about their ruin—- 
vehich was the more t*asily effected by the diminution of their East 
Indian conimeicc, of which the Portuguese had got one part, and iho 
French another. 

An extraordinary^ impulse was given to navigation by tihe invention 
of the mariners’ compass :— 

'‘Then man no longer pliod with tinoul oor 
Ami f.uhng liejurt along the ^Mndwarri sIiotp; 

^ Kn>ad to thi uky, he turned hiK fe»rleb9 sail, 

Dolled the adverse, woo’d the lavouring gale; 

Bared to the storm his udamantiuc brou&t, 

V on ocoan'b 1 tp la> rtoivn to real , 

^ \V I'^ilc ii ee »is clomU tlif hqmd ether aw ecp 

His white-ivjng*d ve^^clst coursed th* unbounded deep; 

> From uhnio to clime the iiamloror lovid to muui, 

The waves hjs heritage, the woiid his home ’* * 

The origin of this invaluable instruniont is entirely unknoivn. It 
it ascribed by some writers to Piavio Gioja, who lived in the tlnrtcentli 
century; yet Guyot de Province, atroubadom oi p^o^eneal jioct, who 
Hved a century eailior, speaks of the loLwistone, which he, ofdis the 
mariner’s stone, as useful to navigation. Others ascjibe its invention 
to France; but thcie seems to be no othei reason foi tJie supposition 
&an the fact, that from time iininemonai the north point of the c om- 
jwas-caid has been distinguislied and oiiiuineutcd with a flour dc' lis, 
Kit; lily. The invention has aKo been atU ibuted to England, the name, 
compass, given to the instiumcnt in most Europetm countries being 
used here to siguify a circle. It has been, moreover, affirmed that 
Marco Polo brought the compass into Em ope from China, about the 
yew* 1?60. It appears highly probable that tiie Chinese wcic ac- 
ii^ftinted w ith it at an. early period. Their method is to place it on a 
piece of coik, and to set it to float on Avater. Put the art of 
,.'!oflimiaunicating riie magnetic power to steel, and suspending the 
on a pivot, as repicsented in the diagiam, is undoubtedly of 
JBia^l^C^an invuition. Mariners, however, at first adopted the compass 

a useful companion, and not as the sole guide. 

Thcmaiincr’s compass has a cir- 
culai card attached to its needle, 
Avliich turns with it, iind intiie cir¬ 
cumference of which ore mai'kod 
the degrees, and also the thirty- 
tw'‘o points, or rhumbs, likewise 
divided into half and quarter 
points. The pivot rises* from the 
centre of the box called the 
puss-box, which i^ontainsllp 
needle and card, and which is 

covcied widi a glksa top, td Tpstiw 
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yent ihe xieiedle being disturbed by the agitation of the air. Tho 
oempase-box is suspended in a larger box, by means of two con¬ 
centric brass circles, called gimbals; the outer ones being fixed ^ 
by horizontal pivcvta, both to the inner circle which carries the com- 
paaa-boK, and also to the outer bos, the two sets of axes being at 
right angles to each other. By moans of this arrangement, the inner 
with the oompass-box, needle, and card, always retams a hori- 
aontel position, notwithstanding the rolling of tlic ship. 

Captain Cleveland rektes an amusing story of one of his foremiwt ^ 
hands,BlackGoetgc, “the " ' ' ^ 

veriest negro that can be 
imagined. For honesty, 
fidelity, and courage, he 
may have been equalled, 
but can never have Ix'cu 
surpassed.” With simpli¬ 
city of character approxi¬ 
mating to folly, ho niutod 
a degree of seli-concoit, 
which led him to behove 
that he could do wliatovor 
could be done by.another, 
and in some eases to rup- 
pose he could make great 
improvements, an 
of which oociUTcd betoie 
the vessel had 'been out a 
week. 

In his former voyages the coi^ass. 

George had been cook, and had therefore nothing to do with the com¬ 
pass; but now having to take his icgular turn at steering, he was 
greatly puzzled with the unsteadiness of the needle. He could steer 
in the night with tolei able accuracy, by giving him a star to steer by; 
but the compass appeared to him oniy a cause of embaiTaHsmeait,^ To 
remedy this difficulty Geoigo tried a singular expedient. He took 
off the cover to the till of his chest, and having marled on it llie points 
of the compass, and pierced a hole in the centre for the pivot, he ■ 
brought it aft, and with great appeaiance of complacency and cxpec- , 
tation of applause, placed it on the deck before the helmsman, with ' 
the proper point directed forward to correspond with the course, and 
then exclaimed, Hair, massa, that compass be teady; George toSt 
by him as wdl as anybody ! ” 

Not long after the compass was employed for nautical purposes 
in Europe, human curiosity, which had boon repressed by fake 
phUoso]^n)y and gross superstition, began to shake off the fetters by 
which it had been enthralled, and search for objects of rationri pur¬ 
suit. The spirit of entcrpiise and discovery Itcptpace with the mcan8 
which the ^fogress of knowledge gradually unfolded to aid ahd direct 
RtlonB; and the facility of mutual commuuLcation which 
fisriwbsganto open between remote countries was equally oondati^ 

^vantage of Ijatioiiar,, 
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From this era wc may date the commencement of that kind of inter¬ 
course between the inhabitants of different countries, which properly 
deserves tlie appellation of commerce. * 

Much aid was afforded to tlie mariner, in such enterprises, by t&o 
construction of maps, bringing all the geographical knowledge respect¬ 
ing the earth together ; marking out its different parts, and noting the 
rocks, coasts, and quicksands to be avoided. Now also was invented 
and bought into use the astiolabc, a word formed fiom the Greek, 
and denoting to take the height of the stars. It consisted of two or 
more circles, haAnng a common centre, and so inolined to each other 
as to enable the mariner to observe in the planes of different circles of 
the sphere at the same time. For example, if the circles were at right 
angles, the instrument would give both latitude and longitude, or tho 
right ascension or declination of a star. 

The astrolabe was the original of the quadrant, wliich is ascubed to 
two Jewish physicians, named Ilodcric and Joseph:— 

That fiiage device wondrau? nee pntebums 

^ TIk' imnioitai honour of its authors' naiuctf^ 

The suifs heii^Ut inuasured." 

Tills instrument is curiously contrived mid fitted up, aecoiding to 
the purpose for which it is intended; but it consists essentially of a 
limb or arch of a circle equal to the fourth of the gueunifcrfuice, and 
divided into ninety degrees, vnth subdivisions.. The figure of a naval 
officer, using a quadrant, avus once frequently to be seen at the door 
of a nautical instrument maker, as the sign of his profession; but, 
like many others, it has now become rare. The sextant is another 
instrument, the limb being tlu; sLxth part of a complete <urcle, for 
measuring the angular distances of objects by reflection. The sex¬ 
tant IS capable of very general application ; but it is chiefly used as 
a nauu(*al instruiftut for ineastmng the altitudes of cxlcstial objects, 
and their apparent angular distances. 

An mterobting anecdote is icluted by Captain Dasd Hall, to show 
the necefehity for midshipmen and officers lieuig ready and expert at 
ob&erAiug not only the aun, but the stars likewise, for their la^tudo, 
and these, too, in almost all weathers; for it often happens that the 
latitude and time on board ship cannot be obtained bv a mendiaii 
Altitude of the sun, in consequence of clouds ; but it seldom happens 
that the sun and stars are all obscured long together:— 

*• "VVe were running for tlie British Channel before a hard south¬ 
west gale, and it was of coiisideiable importance that Ave should 
reach some i^ort in England without delay, for wc were not only 
charged with despatches, but were very short of provisions and water. 
The only chronometer I had on board happened not to be very good,' 
and tlie sky had been so completely overcast for more than a week 
before that we could take no lunars. Thus I felt uncertain of my 
longitude to the extent of a degree at least; and all who have tried 
the experiment know what a ncrA^ous thing it is to tun in for the 
land in the dark, and in stormy wpather, when the shipV place la not 
correctly known. But I felt exceedingly loath to lose so magniff<^t 
a wind, before which wo spun along at me rate of ten knots, ft 
reefed foresail and close-reefed main-tonsail. As long as day-Kjj^^^ 

t-i* .r 
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liislfcd I ftU vpjy confideat nnd bold nbtmt the maUer; as night 
closed in, llip ckmbJ-H n*:d difficulties of the channel navigation crowded 
round iny thoiightb, and almost determined me to bring the ship to, 
SMid wait for tlie dawn. After poring for a long while over the chart, 
howevci, 1 satishcd myseli that il, by any means, I could be sure of 
keeping in the latitude at 60 } degrc*es, within ten or a dozen miles on 
tiiher side of that paiallel, 1 should have clear ground to run over 
for three degrees of longitude .it least** greatly within \vhich I felt 
sure that the error of my chronomctCT inu.st ho. But liow was I to 
determi.ic this point Avilli any dj:ioe of certainty in such weather? 
The skj'had not showed a patch of blue as large as my hand for 
several dayt., and though the sun hud been seen through the clouds 
occ.^sionaliy, we had not succeeded in caU-huig a nieiidian obsoi vation. 

In this clilcmnij I bf'tliought me of tlie polc-sLir, provcibially the 
mariiii'i\s fuend; and haling fi\:ed my sextant by the cabin light at 
the angle about whuh 1 kne^w the latitude must give the altitude of 
the pole, 1 cast my boat-tloak over my bhouldcis and went on deck. 
'I'licru I stationed myself on the huboard side of the (puirter-deck, 
with tlie instrument slnlteicd from the lain and spruy under the 
(loak, and grasped ?n my light hand, while 1 kept niy eye fixed on 
that part of the licavens in winch I hoped, at some momentary open¬ 
ing, to detoc-t thc^bnglit star of my night’s fortune'^. I had to w’ait 
more thau iiu hoiu before there occurred nnythiug like a chance; by 
whi<'h time my limbs had become cramped and stiflened by the con- 
btialnt of one posture, w hile my eye ached and throbbed with its vain 
attempts to pierce the iliiek courses of cloud* fi^veeping past. 

“ At last 1 did gel sight of tlie star for three or four second^, and, 
though it glimmered so faintly through tlic mist that it could hardly 
have been identified as Polails, even by tiir James South himself, X 
knew by its altitude that it must be the object I w^as watcliing for. 
The horizon was but a shabby one, indisitinctly soon in the dark, and 
hacked by the topping-waves like the Sien*a Morena. Nevertheless 
1 succeeded in bringing the star in cout.ict with the edge of thg sea 
in the noith, where, fortunately, tlmre chanced at that moment to 
occur a faint gleam in the lower atmosphere. I ran below, read off 
the angle, computed the latitude, and found it not more than twenty 
miles fiom wliat I Iiad expected, and quite enough to keep the ship 
safe for some houi b run. But as one insulated observation, made under 
such circumstances, could not be depended upon, 1 hastened on deck 
again, and presently—that is, in loss than half un hour—caught a 
second glimpse of my friendly lighthouse in the sky. The result 
agreed with that of tlie first observation W'ithin ton miles, and of 
course gave me greater confidence. 

** iStiil, as the niglit was dark, the horizon bad, and the observations 
both to the north, I could not rely upon them to the extent which 
was desirable—T may say indispensable—in running for the channel 
ineuch a night, and at such a rate. So I cast about to fish for a star 
on the Boutnem side of the zenith, and was rejoiced to find that a 
brilliant ^anet, cither Jupiter or Saturn, I forget which, came to the 
meridian oefore midnight. On deck 1 went again, sextant in hand, 
Wd although I possessed no very certain means of telling * the time at 
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ship/ I watched for the planet, aud caught it for a moment, not \ory 
fyx bom the m'eridian, us I knew by the * compass hearing.’ AVith a 
fluked chock, and hand trembling so that 1 could haidly hold the 
pencil, I worked out the latitude, and lound it to dillcr from the mean 
of the two results by the pole star rather less than twenty miles. A 
second cast at tlie planet, after it had passed the meridian a few 
minutes, gave, when properly reduced, a latitude which difiered only 
five or six miles from the first, Puttuig all tliese observations together, 
I felt quite ceitain tliat the ship's path lay within the limits marked 
along the chart as u safe track, and, having given orders to shake out a 
reef, pressed foward as fast as masts, yards, and hull trould byar, 
*‘The over welcome dawn at Icngtli appeared, and not long iillor- 
■wards I had the infinite satisfaction of discovering from the deck the 
well-known Lizard Point, wuth its two lighthousei:., i>trcamiiig with 
the night’s rum, one above the other, and shining hnghtly in the 
morning sun." 

WiUi these remarks, which appealed desirable as a hnet intro¬ 
duction, we p’lOceed to detail the adventuies ol UiOftC who distin¬ 
guished themselves in maritime discover}*; to tiacc, lu tact, 

* 

“ Thehoavcu-ihiected prow 
Of navi^aUou bold, thatfoaikes 
Tbu bunnngr hue, or dttres the ^vinuy poie.** 


CHAPTER II. 

EAllLY P0RTIT0U)3S3? BJsCOVlUUl S, 

The various tribos ol Phomciia, tliouch only the secondary conveyers 
of the merchandize of the East,ioselheieby intotcmporiiiypioijpuiity 
and renown. As that aggrandizing tralln vunhhed, then gloiy be¬ 
came as ''the baseless labile of a vision.” Jt was chiefiy to the 
resources accumulated fiom its monopoly oi the Eabtcra trade that 
Tyxe^ single-handed and unaided, icsistod so long and so succetsi'uUy 
the mightiest assaults of Alexander, the Maccdoiuau conqueror. He 
descried the fact witli his eagle eye; and, having achieved the con¬ 
quest of Egypt, he resolved to open through that country a diicct 
communication with India, and to replace Tyre by a nobler emporium 
for eastern trade. To this the celebrated city of Aleximdri.t owes its 
foundation. And when the conqueror reached the Indus, with its 
tributaries, and supposed, in the geographical ignoiance that pre- 
i^ed, tliat they were meiely feeding-streams of Uie Nile, his 
.biographer, Arrian, declares that the vast fleet commanded by 
Neexchus was equipped for the specific* purpose of opening the direct 
intercourse between India and Alexandrin. 

. ‘So intent was Aloxander on this favourite project, that when, after 
weeks of extreme anxiety, he was at length suddenly relieved ixom 
all fear as to the safety of liia fleet, he burst into tears, and exclaimed t 
‘ **By the Lybiau Ammon and the Grecian Jove, I swear to thee that 
X am made happi^ by this intolhgence tliuii in being conqueror of 
^ Aaia; for I should have considered the loss of my fleet, and the iailuaxi 
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t)f the enterprise it has undertaken^ as almost outwe^hing^ iaitijr 
miiid, all the glory I hare acquired ! " He did not live to witnesa 
the execution of his magnificent design; but, under his immediate 
f.ucceb*^ois» Alexundiia soon became the channel of communication 
hcuvceii Kurope and Eastern Abia. Even when it ceased to exercise 
b'>\oreigu power, and became politically dependent on the so-caUed 
‘‘Mistioss of the World,’* it still maiutamed its proud position as 
eomuiercial capital of the cmpii'e; wlule in opulence, splendour,' 
ai'd pnpulation, it bade fair to rival, if not out-rival, the Eternal City 

After Home sank into decrepitude, Arabia once more sprang into 
gieuluess. Tliey carried with them into Spain their oriental cus¬ 
toms :md iuiigni6eencc, whilst their mercantile operations extended 
from th(‘ Atlantic to China, and from tlie interior of Africa to the 
centre of Sihcna. There, too, the Moorish princes, disregarding the 
prescribed by the Kuran, indulged in the highest degree of 
I'lxuiy. The pioductions of the jEost were, therefore, brought into 
»Spam by the Arabs. The Spanish people cauglit the contagion of 
S'if’indulgi'nop fiom their enemies, while to the same source they 
doul>rk\ss owed reilnoniGiits ■wdiicli were not previously possessed. 

.Vfcor tlic great victoiy obtained over the combiued forces of the 
Eiiigs of Giemula and Morocco, near Tarifa, in 1340, an immense 
booty wan found in tlio comp of the conquered. Not only w'ere silks, 
cloth oi gold, and precious stones divided by the victors, but so great 
Wiis the quantify of gold and silver, both coined and in ingots, that 
the value of those metals is said to have fallen one-sixth, in conse¬ 
quence, throughout tho kingdoms of France and Spain. The retentfon 
of ihe suni])tuouR habits of the Eiist by the Moors is thus fully 
niauilf\st. Nor were they alone in this respect. In the same period 
the Spaniard liad acquired a taste for all that was rare in the oriental, 
w^oild. Tho streets of Seville wore hung wuth silk and cloth of gold, 
and costly pcifumc=! were burned in the houses, when tliey were 
liaised through by Alphonso XI. in 1334, 

There is reason to believe that the various commodities of c&tem 
luxury w'cro brought into Spain chiefly by the Moors, and that the 
supply of them was dnmnishcd as this people and the Spaniards 
bt came moie hostile and emhiucred. The ultimate expulsion of the 
Moois fioTU Spain was therefore one motive for seeking a new course 
by the ocean to India, But the Portuguese were the first to expel"' 
the Moors from then dominions, and even to pursue them to distant 
slioroa ; and hent'c they arc tho first to claim oxir'attention as enter¬ 
ing vigorously on maiitiine discovery, 

Jolui I,, of Portugal, married the eldest daughter of John of Q-aunt, 
by M'hom he had several sons, of whom Don Henry was the fifth* 
After serving with great bravery under his father at tlie capture of 
Ceuta,^e was raised to the dukedom of Viseo, and was sent back 
With a large reinforcement to preserve the conquest to which his 
courage had largely contributed. During his continuaiu'e in com¬ 
mand at Ceuta, ho acquired much information from tho Moors in 
reference to the seas and coasts of Western Africa, which raised and 
Bfteouraged the project of maritime discoveries; and these became 
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rfterwai'ds the almost exclusive pursuit of his active mind. He also 
obtained intelligence respectuig the Nomadic tiibeS which occupy 
^Jbe Great Desert. 

'' Three years before the reduction of Ceuta, the Duke of Viseo had 
"Bent a vessel to explore the western coast of Africa, being the first 
voyage of discovery undertaken by the Portuguese, or by any other 
station in modern tunes. The commander was directed to follow the 
/western coast of Africa as far as the foot of Mount Atlas, w'hich had 
hitherto been icgiiidcd as the non plus uU>a of European navigation, 
T1 i 6 succcfas which attended tliis voyage is not recoidcd; but Don 
Senry continued to despatch vessels to tlic same coast every year, 

'* Not daring to trust themselves beyond the sight of land, the luarineis 
orept timoiou&ly along the coast, aiid at length reached Cape liojador, 
one hundred and eighty miles beyond Cape Non, which is an exten- 
ttioxi of tlie foot of Alount Atlas, Capo llojadoi slietches boldly out 
into the ocean, while the slioals by wdneh it is surrounded, for the 
space pf eighteen miles, and wliicK are perjietually beaten by a 
meavy surge, filled the Portuguese mariners with amazement and 
terror; and they dared not stretch out into the open sea in quest of 
smoother water, lest, losing siglit of land altogether, they might 
perish. It is thought by some tliat the Cape was regarded by lliem 
as a barrier, to warn them not to attempt to pans to tiie buriimg soil 
and Bcorehing vapoiurs winch tradition dcclaied to oharacterizw the 
torrid zone. They accordingly measured back their weaiy steps to 
Portugal, where they narrated their piocecdings to Doulloniy, in 
which they doubtless did not make the least ot the fearful daugeri* 
which tlicy had encountered. 

Retiring from Ceuta, where liLs jirosenco ivas no longer ncce^scry, 
where his judgment had been matured by intercourse with 
sratious learned men whom his bounty had attracted to Africa, Don 
Henry took up his residence in the romantic town of Sagies, m iho 
neighbourhood of Cape St, Vincent, where he devoted lus Jeifiiue to 
the study of mathematics, astionomy, cosmography, and the th^^oiy 
’cfi naHgation, and even established an academy foi the mstrucliun of 
Ws countrymen m these sciences, w'hich arc essential to comuiciciai 
prosperity, and in the encouragement of wliich he manifested no 
omaU discrclinn. To assist him in tlie prosecution of these studicR, 
hu invited a person named Diego, or James, from Majorca, who was 
•'* vcry skilful in tlie management of the instruments then employed lor 
tnaking astronomical observations at sea, and in the construction of 
nautical charts. Some traces may still be found in ancient authois 
of discov'^criea along the western coast of Africa, particularly of the 
reported voyages of Aleiiclaus, Hanno, Eudoxus, and others, ^ Proxa 
an attentive consideration of these, Don Ilcnry and his scienrific 
coadjutor were cncotiragod to hope for the acLomplishincnt of im¬ 
portant discoveiies in that direction; and they were probably Incite 
in these designs by the enmity which had long ranliled among the 
so-caUcd Clixistian" iidiabitants of Spain and I'ortugal "against the 
Hoors, w'ho liad formcily expelled their ancestors from the greahi^ 
part of tha peninsula, and wath whom they had ivaged war, kii 
• veoovering the country from their possession, during several ceaturi^ite' 
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After some time had been employed in the various scieutific stucU.^^ 
to wUch allusioh has been made, Don Henry resolved to devote A 
* considerable portion of the revenue which he enjoyed, as Graii4f 
Master of the Order of Chiist, in continuing and extending those 
projects of nautical discovery which had long occupied his attention. 
Accordingly, in the early part of the fifteenth century, a new expe* 
dition was prepared, for tnc purpose of attempting to sm mount the 
perils of Cape Bujador. In this expedition two naval oflioers, Juan 
Gonzales Zarco tuxd Tristan Vaz Texeira, of the household of Don 
Henry, volunteered their .servh es; and, embarking in a vessel called 
a I^archciy which is a sort of brig with tftpsiiiN, tliey steered for the , 
dreaded cape. The Poitugucsc were hitherto ignorant of the pre¬ 
vailing winds on the coast of Africa, mid the causes to which they 
were subject; while long saud-banks, which extend to a great 
distance scawaul, and are very difhcult to be disUnguished in the 
morning and c\ciung, and the piovailiug currents, were important 
obstacles to the enterprise of the nuMgators, Though their voyage 
w'as short, they wcie cm ironed hy nuuiy dangers; add before they 
could roach the cape they encouiitiTcd a hea\y gale from the eastf 
by w'liich the Atlantic billows botame loo heavy to be reshted by 
tlicu little vcssil, and it ■was driven out to sea. On losing sight 
of ihcir ac( nstonu'd headlands, and being loiccd into the boundless 
ocean foi the first time, the sli]])'s company gave themselves up to 
despair; but on the abatement of the tempest they found theniselves 
uncxpectedh^ within view of an island, situated about three hundred 
miles from the African coast. The extreme* joy wiLli which the 
shoies were dchciicd can be readily imagined, mid they gave to it 
the name of Puerto Santo, because it was discoA'cred upon the ieo&t 
oi All Saints. This island is the smalli^r of the Madeiras, being only 
about two miles in breadtli; and as llu‘ only roadstead is on the 
noulh-'west bide, the Poituguese probably anidioicd under the lee- 
sidc, to bholtci themselves from the roinumdci of the storni from which 
they had thus happily es(-apcd. 

The island thus called the “Holy Haven''is almost dircctl}^west 
from CUipe whence it would appear that these navigatora 

could haidly have passed much bevond Cape de Geer. It is obvious 
that they nevci ap])roached Cape Bojador in tliis \oyage, unless it is 
supposed that, afiei having boon driven dneetly w^est horn that cape, 
they sliapcd a northern course on the subsidence of the tempest, and * 
fell in woth Puerto fSanto wlnle ou their letuni to I'oitugaL 

Greatly pleased with the soil and climate of lliis island, and also 
with the gentle manners of the natives, Zaico and Vaz immediately 
returned to Portugal, w'hcie tliey repoited the iiiudents of their Voyage, 
and requested permission froiuT'vm Henry toieiuin,l'or the purpose of 
establishing a bcltlemeiit. An advanced and favourable station wap' 
secured tow’ards the south by this discovery, whence others might be 

g rosecuted along the coast of Africa with greater ease and safety, and 
om wheneb the dangers of the hitherto foimiduble cape Bojador 
might be avoided, by keeping a southeily oi south-w'cstem course from 
Puerto Santo, On these considerations Don Henry acceded to their 
to^uest; and, yielding to the adventurous spirit which had been ex* 
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•' by this accidental dificovcry^ lie permitted bevcral persons to jom 
in a newly-projeetcd voyage, among whom was Baftholomew Pere- 
$trellor a uublcmaii of lus hon&ehold. 

Three vessels were soon fitted out, and placed respectively under 
the command of Z.iri'o, Va?;, and Pcrcstrelio, wlio bad orders to 
eoloTiizc and euluvafo the island icccntly discovered, and were pro¬ 
vided with a consult ruble assortment of ns(‘f|d seeds and plants. 
After seeing those propeily distributed, Percstrtdlo returned to make 
arepoit to Don Henry, while Zurco and Vaz icmained to superuitend 
the colony. 

Soon tdter the departure of Perestrello, the attention of the otliers 
was strongly excited by certain apiJcarances, which, at length, they 
conjectured to be land, Accordingly they pnt to sea, and soon dis¬ 
covered a considerable island, entirely overgrown with wood, to which, 
on that account, they gave the uaine of ^TmUira. llcturuing to I\>r- 
tugal with the welcome intelligeiKO, Don Henry dotermintd to colo- 
niac and cultivate it— giving one division, named Funchal, to Zareo ; 
and the other ftioiely, named Maehico, to Vaz. 

Ill th(‘ year 1420 Zurco began the planUtUon ol Huricira, and being 
tDUch impeded by the immonf-e quantity oi thick aiul tall trees Mitli 
which It was then cvcr^ vihere encuniboied, he set the wood oil fire. 
It is said to have coiitmued burning for sovin ycurs^ and so gicut was 
the devastation that great mcoiiYeuicncc was enduied tor a long time 
afterwards fiom the scarcity of liinbei, Henry now' deternnued to 
introduce tho vine and the foUgar-rani' into the new colony. Poilugul 
would readily supply him with vines and people accustomed to their 
xnanageincnt; but ho had to piocure sugai-cancs, and persons (‘X- 
pericnced iu their culture and manufcicturc of sugar from their juice, 
the island ot Sicily, into which the bugar-eane had been 
lirought by the Aiabs Tht' experiment w is made with astonishing 
succeed. Tlic large quantity of valuable pioduce that w'as gained v/as 
in tho infancy of the sugar trade, when that bland and wholesome 
condiment was an firticle of luxury, and not as it now is, common in 
the (^ottages of modern Europe. The sugars of Ma<lejra w't re long 
celebiatod, but after the ravages of an insect that infested tho caiies 
of this island, and the establishment of sugar plantations in other 
parts of the world, the attention of the people was diro&itcd to tho 
^ grape, which still continues to supply Europe, America, and the 
“'Bast Indies with Madeira wine. 

At the time Madeira wiis granted to Zai'co and Vaz, Perestiello 
received a,s a gift the island ol PiuTto &nto, on condition pf its being 
colonized and duly eultnied. Put m great was the multitude of 
rabbits, all said to have been produced hum one doe transmitted from 
Portugal, that its cultivation was beset with peculiar difficulties. 
w About the year ii'H?, a native of Lagos, named Giliane/, wdiom tho 
'^pnnee had entrusted with the command of a vessel, retumed from an 
unsuccessful attempt to surmount the formidable obstacles which 
obstructed the passage round Cape Bojador, He had been driven 
by stress of weather into one of the Canary Ishuids, and had iifkpru* 
dently seized some of tlie inoffensive natives, whom he brought 
' ei^tivs to Sagres. Don Henry was much offended by this coad\^ct« 
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and Giliancz, to retrieve the prince’s favour, declared that if ontnuta^ 
with a new expedition he would ratluer perish than return xtnsuo-<^ 
cessful in an enterprise wliich the prince had so much at heart. He 
succeeded in this Ilcrculoau labour as it was then esteemed, and re¬ 
turned with gi'cat exultatJon to Sagros, Mlicre ho was again received 
into tlie lavoui an^pnfidence of Don Henry, 

III the following^War Gilianez again sailed for the coast of Afrioa» 
and, the weather being favourable, was able to penetrate ninety miles 
to the south of Cape liojailor. He was accompanied on the voyage 
by Ijaldaya, cupbearer to the prince. On landing to take a view of 
the coiintiy, the}’- found it to consist chiefly of an extended desert; 
and thev were much disappointed m not being able to meet -with any 
of Its inhabitants, though they saw evident traces of them in the sand. 
To the bay, where hu)di‘d, they gave th^ name of the Bay of 
Gurnets,*’ from the gicat abundance of the fish resembling gurnets, 
which were taken by the heaincii. 

Again directed to prosceuto their discoveries, ai^d instructed to 
probing their vf>yag^‘, if jKjssible, till they should meet with the 
inliabitants oi thecountry, Lhevadoptod an expedient which had been 
sugg(‘^ted by Don Ilcaiiy. *l’uo lioises wxrc landed, and two youths, 
whnliful liccn .itcdiii ihc piiiicc's hoiwhold, were directed to pene- 
trati iuto the intt-iioi, to kci'p tlo>o together, and to bring back, it they 
could, some of the Mooij>, .uid, lest they should rasldy expose them- 
seht s to daagei, oaeli one was allowed only a sword and spear, with¬ 
out . iiy deh osne unnmn. After uandcring^ the greater part of the' 
day they at Icngih di'^ciicd nineteen Afiicans, armed with nssdguays 
or javelins, whom thej'ventured to attack, contrary to the orders they 
hadicccived. The natives retreati'd into a cayo whore they were 
safe from further assault; and, as one of the youths had received ft 
wound in his foot, tluy both tlunight it desirable to return. A 
stronger fori'c was alteiwards sent to the cavo m w'hich the Afirienns 
had taken slieltei , but nothing was found, except some weapons left 
by the fugitives. Tlie navigatois now resumed their voyage but aa 
their provisioT's began to glow scarce, they were constrained, aftesr 
langiiigfoi some time up and dowm the rocky coast, to return to 
Portugal without makmg any important discovery, 

A young officer, named Gonvnios, afterwards made a voyage to a 
part ()1 the coast which they liad visited, and determined to use his 
utmost efforts to procure some of tlie inhabitants of the country. 
Accordingly, as night wa^oming on, he landed with nine asso¬ 
ciates, and having adviiiP^ about ten miles into the interior^ 
discovered a native follovnng a camel. The sudden appearance of 
the Portuguese rendered the astonished Moor perfectly motionless, 
and ho was seized before he could recover from his Airprise. On 
returning to the shore, they traced some recent footsteps on the sand, 
which led them to observe about forty natives, w'ho w^itfidrew to a 
neighbouring hill; but they seemed a female who had strayed from 
tkti party. 

On the arrival next morning of another ship, a second expeditioi]|g 
went into the interior. Advancing again under the darkness of nighV 
they soon perceived a party of natives whom they immedifttdy 
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^Iittadted; and| though, the Moors were at lirst Rtuj)ified \tilh fear 
mi surpiise, a struggle ensued, in which three of the Moors were 
ilftin and ten made prisoners. After endeavouring ui vain to establish 
an intercourse with the Moors for the redemption of the prisoners, 
<}onzalcs returned to Sagros, with them and a cargo of skins, and was 
rewarded by tho prince, Nino Tiietaii, who coimniuided theips^el 
that had recently arrived, pioceoded :doiig the c4(|||t, and found some 
lishing-ucU on the shore; but after repeated incursion*^ into the 
country, being unable to meet uith any of the natives, he returned 
to Portugal. 

Three of tho prisoners carried to Portugal by Gonzales wcic Moois 
of some rank and wealtli, who piomisod to pay rimaonis for then safe 
yetuju to theii native country, and to give*, besides, six or seven &ld\cs 
each to the captors. Don Henry u as in hopes that the favourable 
report which the Moors might make on their return to Afnca, would 
induce the natives to enter into trade with his naiigators, and that 
from the slaves uho were to be given in exchange some certain know¬ 
ledge might be hcquiied of the legions of Afiica, about which such 
Strange reports were then prevalent. 

Gonzales was therefore despatched on another voyage, accompanied 
l)y a German gentleman named Balthazar; and after being ioieed to 
.return to port to repair the damages they had ^iuslanu’d in a ditadlul 
tempest, tlicy again sailed, and reached the <"oa&t where the Moors 
had been made prisoners. Tba pnueqial Moor was landed, and was 
received with great deference by his eound Miieu, but in regaining 
his liberty he forgot his promises, and did not i eliun t(» p.iv his ransom. 
Itappc ars, however, that he had informed the natives of the return 
of the two other chiefs, as at the enJ oi nine days above an hundred 
tiatives appeared on the coast, and entered into treaty for the ransom 
t>f their two countrymen who remained captives, and for whom ten 
negroea, natives of dillcrcut parts of Africa, wcic given in exchange. 
The sight of a considerable quantity of gold-dust in the possession of 
Ac Moore excited the mo&t li\cly emotions m the Portuguese, aa 
being tne first intimation that the precious metal w^as to be procured 
on the coast of their new' discovt'nes. 

On the return fiom this voyage, the sight of gold placed the fame 
of Don Henry beyond the reach of prejudice and detraction; and the 
former discontents and murmurings against liis cntcrpiise were 
(Slanged into admiration and applause, Tristan was again sent out; 
he4cU in with a cluster of seven islands, and returned witli some of 
the natives of the country. Other \oyflga| w'crc now undertaken, and 
,in one of them Juan Fernandez obtainelmeave to remain among tho 
Assonhngi Arabs, from an ai'dent desire to procui c information for 
the prince. « 

In the following year a vessel w'as sent out to search for Juan Fer¬ 
nandez, from whose inquisitive disposition much information was ex¬ 
pected. Alfonso, one of the party, made prisoners of twenty-five of 
the natives. Fernandez, after experiencing many hardships, had 
succeeded in gaining the friendship of a considerable person among 
^ the Moors, and was accompanied to tlic shore by that man's slaves in 
•g body. The natives exerted themselves to procure the release of 
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some of their coTintrymcn, who were prisoners with the 
to whom they gave nme negtocs and a quantity of gold dust by 
of ransom. The captives were greatly increased in number durli^^ 
the homeward voyage. , 

Fernandez dcsciibcd tlio natives of the coast os wandering ahO]^; 
Jierds, of the same raco as the Moors who had been brought td>' 
rorfugal by Gonsales, in the foimer voyage. After being conveWtf* 
to a consiidcrablc dihtaneo inland, he was-stripped of all his clothett„ 
and even deprived of all tlie provisions he had taken on shore The 
!Moots gave him, a*^ his only covering, atattcred, coai-se rug. His food 
wab chiefly a small l'annq||eous seed, varied sometimes by the roots 
whicii he could find in the desert, or the tender sprouts of wild 
|danti>. The natives, among whom he lived as a slave, unless when 
better sup]died by means of the chase, fed on dried lizards, ^nd on & 
sii'N'ios of locust or grasshopper. Their chief drink was milk, and. 
w atei wub bad or st arc(\ They killed some of the cattle only on 
gicvit ic-itivals; and, like the Tartars, roamed from place to place id 
qui^st of a precarious sustenance for their flocks and herds. 
whop^ country presented only extensive wastes of uncultivated heath 
(n h.ureu sand ; hut a lew ludidii figs variegated here aud there tho 
cireaiy and mliospuablc plain. A short time before he rejoined his 
coiuiliymen, Fi'inandez ao(j[uire<l the protection and kindiiess of a 
di'tingiushed Alooi, who pci mu ted him to watch for the arrival or 
fctup', euJ oven a .Nu^uedhim a gumd for his piotoction. ' ‘ 

-M^'auwhUe, l)euii» Feruandez, a gijntlOman oi Lisbon, fitted out a 
vcsxicl under the patronage of Prince Henry,* and, passing to the 
fciouthw ards of the Senegal i iver, reached, at length, the most westerly 
pnniiontoi v of Afiica, To which he gave the name of Cabo Verde, or 
the Green Cape. Other persons engaged in similtir enterprise with 
\<inous RiiecesH ; and, at length, the Azores, or AVestern Islands, 
which ta-o i>itu.ited m the Atlantic, 900 miles "west fjom Portugal, and 
at au almost equal distance from Europe, Africa, and America, were 
ndd;d to the discoveries thathad been made. The original prejudices- 
against the possibility of navigating, or even existing, in the torrid 
zoiK)!, still operated; and though the navigators of Don Henry had 
gradually penetrated to within ten degrees of the equator, yet the lost 
successive discovery was always held forth by the objectors as diat 
which had been placed by nature as ipi insurmountable barrier to 
furtlier progress in the Atlantic. Tho^settlcment of the Azores 
therefore, of cousiderablo importance. In 1457 Don Henry procuRd 
the grant of many voluable p;|jvilcges to this favourite colony, the chief 
of which was the exemption of the inhabitants from any duties on 
their commerce to the ports of Portugal, and even of Spain. 

Cada Mosto, a Venetian, in the service of Don Henry, effected 
much as a navigator, of which ho has given to the world an uiteresiing 
narrative. He jirocecded first to Puerto Santo, of which Perestrcllo 
had been appointed governor. He desciibes it as producing good 
bread-corn and a sufficiency of oats for the use of the people; and, 
while he mentions the rabbits as still numerous, he says Puerto Santo 
abounds with cattle and wild hogs. He also mentions its producing 
ft tree bearing a yellow roiuid like a cherry, and well-tasted-^ 
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the dragoon trco,—from whichthe juice called dragon’s blood isobtained^ 
and Very tine hou^'y and wax* but not in any considerable quantity. 

He afU'i ward-! \ isiicd Madeira, of wlucli lie ruinish<*s tlie following 
•details; —'rJic islual is luhabitecl jn four several places. Theio are 
flibout eight hv means of which they have many saw-mills, 

from wlurh Portugal and other places arc supplied with boards of 
jnany diikrent hon^. Of thC‘'C boards two kinds arc most highly 
esteemed. One i& the cedai, wdiich has a strong odoriferous smell. 
Of this they make fine large and long boards, which they employ for 
building houhcs and vaiious other puiposts. The other, called nassO, 
is of a red-rose colour, and very beautiful,^ which they make excel¬ 
lent bows and crossboAvs, which are sent to the West. Though tins 
island is mountainoub, its soil is rich and fertile, and it yields yearly 
large quantities of bre ad-corn. Cada Mosto also alludes to the 
auccesstul cultivation of the sugar-eane and the vine. 

He now visited the Canary IsUmds, and proceeded to the Senegal, 
Vrhich, five yoai% before, was djscovcicd by tic eaia\eLs ofDoti Henry, 
whose commanders afleiwaicls settled a pe'ic'''ful trade with the Moors, 
80 that ships \\er(‘ s(ajt to tins e e\eiy year to tiado wUli the 
natives. lie then sailed about ec;lit lumdied miles farther souMi 
along the coast, \\bu*n was all Iovn land, till he leathcd thotenit<ny 
or kingdom of lludomeJ, v hicli wa,-^ in tlie counTiyof the J.doib, of 
whose people be (d^Luic d iriucli . diarnatiou Fioni thence he >\ent 
on a voyage loiind Venh*. oi C.p(* Vord, and paid a,hasty visit 
to the counli v of (Tumlna. lie aU* i v\ai<I ^ made a second vovagi* in 
'the bane- directum; but eiicounlering the ddfivvalty of intercourse ho 
had prc\iously expeneiu'ed fur vant ot knowing the language of the 
people, l;i! relumed to l\n tugal, riicso voyages took place towards 
the close of lion ll(»nrv*s life. If tlic re^ulu oi Ins cnterprif-e be re¬ 
garded as inci>Tisiiierai>lc, if should bo rcnioinbeied th.it they appea’^od 
Otherwise when evt n i oa'-t mg voyagers of any extent along wtdl known 
Shoies and in fiequenied seas weie legarded as groat exploits. It is 
JBiunf^t llmt he oveUhrevv the ignoiant piejudices of the age, and 
hud a firm foundation of useful knowledge, which tended ultimately 
to complete the cucuninav'gaticm of Africa, and, probably, to the 
discovery of the now wori h 

Jolui, the succe.'-sor of Henry, eoutmued to encourage hLs navi- 
1^* proceed to the southwards in discovering the Afiican coast, 
Mi becnmi^ anxious lest somt' unexpected rival might deprive him 
of the fruits of those enfcipiisea iu which he and his predecessors 
had been engaged for so mmy veins, teaming that some EngUsh- 
nien were picparni^, .it the instigation (d the Duke of Medina, 
in 1481, to pioceid on a voyage to Uuiiiea, he sent an ambas¬ 
sador to Ed w ard IV. to state that ho held the title of loid of that 
teountry horn the Pope, and to indjice him to iorbid his subjects fiom 
navigating to th(' Oo.isi of Vfnea,—in which negotiation he was com¬ 
pletely successful. He also used every exertion to conceal the 
progicss of lus own navigators on the western coast of Afiica, and 
to magiufy the dangers of the voyage: representing that the coast 
was quite inhospitable, surmounted by tremendous roeks, and inha¬ 
bited by savage cannibals. 


I. 
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Fr(im the time -whou Alonzo V. assumed the power of his 
nieiit till tlxo t iul ol iiis reign, little progress was made in maritinM^ 
affairs, :'nd Cap(' Catluinie only wiis added to the fonner dl&coveriea* 
But under lus soT»^ John 11., the doMgns of Prince Homy werai 
proset’uTtd with niieut-d vigour. In JIM tho Poitiiguefee built a'v 
fort on tiic "(dd oo.ist. and tiv' King of Portugal took the title of 
“ liOid of G'iiin a " ^ 

A few c.ftiT Bartholomew Diaz reached tlic liver, which ho 
named Del Infniie, on the ejisteru side of Afiic'i; hut deleiiod by 
the storns of tliai it'gion horn pjoceeding linther, ho had the satis¬ 
faction on his i t Turn of di^eoveiing the promojilory, uiiknoMn for 
many ages, which boontls the north of Afiica, Tins, from tJie 
storms he there < iu'ountcrcd, he named the (Jape of Tempests ; but 
John, elated with (he piomise of India which this discovery, as he 
justly deemed, iiichuJed, culled jtthc ('laxie ot Good Hope. 

The arts ol the J’oituqnc'se liad now made a great imple8‘^lonon the 
minds of tJu' Afneuii^ The ICmg of Congo, a dt^ninion of great 
extent, sent Ihe soii^: some ol Ins inincip<d ofliters to he instructed; 
and amh.i'.sadt)!' liwin . ic Ku.^j: f»f Jhanii KH^uested leiuhers to be 
sent to Ju^ kingdom. Not Jung .dier, w^'ulo the thoughts of John II, 
were intent va :h' <,1 ledt.x^ hts prejiaiatioiis were 

intciTLi|>ted h) 1 <ile.a^ Hut Jus piu|-o!-r s w(*ic iiilioiited, togetlier 
with hl-lelo^^I 1 , <‘Y lit*'ei'U .in h'/\5ii*nn;cI. 

Tlie (ihp’X't ot tlu Portneut 'i* i \. n( uinig into these unknown scas^ 
it may hf lom'irked, w.ts . of du^’-overy and a hope of gain ' 

througli commerce. Tl)o ])ietou> pu^c'iiud to their view, and but ' 
slightly tiaee'd by ical kno\viMlg<‘, Wds tilled up by tho imaginative, - 
The adventurer^ in .seveiul ot llie iNudugiu'se cetei jjii^es were an.\.ioU 9 
to open an iut'n*eonrse with a jiriiu e, or ])ersoiiage, of whom they had ,' 
hcaul nmoh, :m<l who hoic^ the mydciious title of I'restcr John. 
This smgul.u luune, it is said, was hist introduced by tiavellers from ' 
Eastern Asia, where it had Iw'on applied ti> some one of the oat^ ' J 
Chiistian bishops, who held tlieie a soil of sovereignty; andiis soon 
as ariimoui wMb heard of a fco-ealled Chnst^an Kuig of Abysbiiuaf it 'S 
was emududed ut once that ho was the real Preslei John. ^ 

Tho gcugrajdiieal iclations of the African eoritinent not being thon ^ 
well undeistood, it was supposed that nmbassridors fiom the western 
coasts might very soon reach his capital. It is ddficult to tell what 
result w as expected from meeting with Prestex John; but the Por¬ 
tuguese aj)pear to have thought that their nation would be raised to 
an extraordinary height ol powder and gloiy if they could but dis¬ 
cover the abode of tins i>otcntate. For him, therefore, they never 
failed to inquire of all they met on the coasts ; and as of them they 
could gain no iaforniatum, they did iifit fail to promi«e large rew'ards 
if they should gam it by fiu ther research in the interior of their respet- 
tivc countnes. 

A eon'esjxmdpnco between the King of Benin, wdiich is situated 
on tho west of Afiica, a little noith of the equator, and the King of 
Portugal* John IT, led the latter to suxipose that the leal Prester 
John had betn at last discovered. The negro ambassador of the ^ 
Ein^ of Benin informed the King of Portugal that about 6Q0 or TtWl 1 
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east of Benin there was a mighty king, called Ogan^, w'ho was 
held by the pagan serfs of that country in great veneration. They 
furthpr stated that at the death of the King of Benin Ins successor 
had to send ambassadors with prchcnts to Oganc, desiring to be con- 
flrmed in his kingdom as the lawful heir. Oganc sent htm in return 
a staff and a brazen helmet, for a sceptre and h crown, and also a 
brass cross for the neck. If the king did not receive these ensigns 
Of his dignity, he would not be legardcd as king by the people. 
This Ogane was never seen, a silk curtain being always suspended 
before him ; and whtn the ambassador % ab about to retire, a foot was 
protruded from the curiam, and to this foot homage was done. 
The ambassadors were then, on their dcpartuie, prcsc^ntod wxUi small 
crosses. 

As a specimen of tlie exploits of Frester John, it is said that when 
the Mogul army marched against the Christians of the (Ircater India, 
which was governed by Fiesler Jolm, he caused a number of hollow 
copper figures to b(' made, resemblnig men, winch W'cre stuffed with 
combustibles ana set upon hoiscs, each having a man behind on the 
horse, with a pair of bellcAs to stir up the fire. At the fiist onset of 
the battle, these mounted figures were sent forward to the charge; 
the men who rode them set file to tlie ^»lnbustlbk’b, and then blew 
Wrongly with the bellows. Immediate ly tie Mogul men and horses 
were burnt wuth wild fius and the air was darkened with smoke. 
Then the Indians fell on the Moguls, who weretlirowu into confusion 
by this new mode of waifarc, amlioutid with great sluugKler. 


CHAPTER III. 

TOVAOES OF VASCO M OAMA, ANU TUB DISC OVBIiY OJ TUI. PAbSAGU 

TO iXDiA m 'jni: cu^e or ooon non. 

Notwitm8TAKI)1>o the full ton cut of popular clamour against such 
undertakings, Emmanuel was deteiinmed to jirosecute the \iouB of 
Prince Henry and John II. Tlirco sloops of war and at lore-ship, 
manned with only 160 men, u»re*Jitted out, for hostility was not the 
purpose of this humane expedition. Vasco de Ooma, a gentleman of 
Rood family, who, in a war with the French, had given signal proof of 
ms navtd skill, was eommibsioiitMl iidmual and geiicial, and bis biother 
]niul, for whom he buie the sinccrcst affection, with his friend, 
Nicholas (k»ello, were, at his lequest, appointed to command under 
him* All the ciithubiasm ol desire* to accomplish hia end, joined 
with the greatest heroism, the quickest pcnelrulion, and coolest 
prudence, united to form the iharacter of Gama. On his apjioint- 
ment to the command, he detlaicd to the king that hia mind had long 
l^pired to this expedition. The king expressed great confidence in 
w prudence and honoui*, and gave him with his own hands the banner 
lie was to carry. On tliis banner, which bore the cross of the militftry 
order of Christ, Gama, with great enthusiasm to merit the hpapnifi 
bestowed upon him, took the onth of fidelity. 
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’ Nl 

About four miles from Lisbon there is nii&hupel on the sea-side.^ 
this, the day before theit departure, Gama conducU^d the companidlas^ 
of hifl expedition. The whole night was spent in the chapel in prayer/ 
for success. On the next day, when the adventurers marched to the 
ships, the shore of Belem presented a solemn and affecting scene. Tha ' 
beach was coveied with the inhabitants* of Lisbon, and a numerous 
procession of priests, in their robes, sung anthems and offered up in¬ 
vocations to heaven. Every one beheiti the adventiircis as brave,^ 
inftocent men, gomg to a dreadful execution, as rushing upon CGl*tain, 
death; and the vast mulutude joined aloud in the prayers for success. 
The relations, fiicnds, and acquaintance of the voyagers Wept; all were 
affected; the sigh was general; Gama himself shed some unmanly 
tears on parting with his friends, but he hunied over the tender 
scene and hastened on board with all the alacrity of hope. Immediately 
he gave liisi sails to the wind; and so much affected were the maw 
thousands who beheld his d?partuxe, that they remained immovabm * 
on the shore till the fleet, under full sail, vanished from their sight. 

It was on the 8th of July, 1497, w'hcn Gama left the Tagus. The 
flag-ship wab commanded by himstlf, the second by his brother, the < 
third by Cocllo, and tlie storo-ship by Gonzalo Nunio. Several 
interpreters, skilled in the Ethiopian, Arabic, and other oriental 
languages, went along with them. Ten malefactors, men of abilities, 
whose bentenccs of death were reversed on condition of their obedi¬ 


ence to Gama in w^hatever embassies or dangers among tlie barbarians ‘ 
he might think proper to employ them, W'ore al»s on board. The j 
fleet, favoured by the w'eathcr, passed fhe Canary and Capc j 
Verd Ihlands, but had now to cucountci other fortune. Sometimes | 
stopped by dead calms, but fur the most x>art tossed by tempests, I 
which ineri»ased then violence and honors as they proceeded to the^ 
south. Thus diiven far to sea they laboured through that wide ‘ 
oce.m that surrounds St, Helena; in seas, says Faria, tuiknown to 
the Portuguese discoverers, none of whom had sailed so far wesk 
From the 28th of July, the day they passed the Isle of St. Jame$, ■ 
they had seen no shore; and now', on November the 4th, they were, 
happily relieved by the sight of land. The fleet anchored in a Ipge ' 
bay,* and Coello was sent in search of a river where they mightj?;, 
take in wood and fresh water. Ij^ving found one convenient ftr' 
their puipose, the fleet made to^nrd it, and Gama, W'hose orde^ 
were to acquaint himself with the manners of the people wherever' 
he touched, ordered a party of liis men to bring him some of the'V" 
natives by force or stratagem. One they caught as he w'aa gathering 
honey on the side bf a mountain, and brought him to the ship. He ' 
expressed the utmost indifference for tlie gold and fine clothes whicH, 
they showed him, but was highly delighted with some glasses and 
little brass bells, lliese, with great joy, ho accepted, and was set oh 
shore; and soon after many of tho blacks came for, and %vere gratified j 
with, the like trifles, and for whicli, in return, they gave great 
qf their best provibious. None of Gama’s inleiproters, hovvevwi^.' 
could xuiderstond a word of their language, or receive any informati^ ' 


* caUeil St, Helen; 
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\ji;f ^dia, aad tlie £ri6iidl34bitercourse between the Heel and l^e 
natives was ftoon interrupted by the imprudence of Vcloso, a young 
' Portuguese^ which occasioned a scufilef wherein Gama’s liie was 
- otidangcred. Qama and some others were on shore takuig the 
altitude uf the sun, when, in consequence of Veloso's rashness, they 
were attacked by the blacks with great tury. Gama defended himself 
' with an oar, and rtceivcd ^ dart in his foot. Severid others were 
likewise wounded, mid thdy found their safety in retreat. The shot 
the ships facilitated their escape, and Gama, esteeming it ini'^^ 

E dent to AVJiste Ins strength in attemj^ts entirely foreign to the 
ign of the Voyage, Aveiglied auchor, and steered in search of the 
extremity of Africa. 

In this part ot the voyage, says Osorius, the heroism of Gama was 
greatly displayed. The waves swelled like mountains m height, 
me ships seemed now hca\ed up to the clouds, and now appeared as 
“-precipitated by gulphy whirlpools to the bed of ihc ocean. The 
; winds weie piercing cold, and so boisterous that the pilot’s voice 
could seldom ho hcaid, and a dismal, almost continual, darkness, 
which at that tempestuous season involvcb these seas, added all its 
horrors. Sometimes the storm d>ove them southvvard; at other 
' times they W'cre obliged to stand on the tack, and yield to its fury, 

■ preserving what they had gained wuth the greatest difficulty, 

^ With tiich mad seas the daring Gama fought 

lor mau> a dav, and nuny a dieadfut m^ht; 

IfieesBdiit lubouung lound tiio stoiiny c 

' bold ambiUoa led.** 


V 

During any gloomy interval of the storm, the sailors, wearied out 
with fatigue and abandoned to duspaii, surrounded Gama, and 
imploi t*d him not to suffer hnuself and those committed to his care 
to perish by so dreadlul a death. The impossibility that men so 
?weakened should continue muth longt^T, and the opinion that this 
^‘Ocean was torn by eternal tempests, and therefore had hitherto been 
. and was impassable, were uigcd; but Gama's resolution to proceed 
.'Was unalterable. A formidabic coaspiiacy was then formed against 
' his life; but his brother discovered it, and the courage and prudence 
of Qama defeated its design. He put the chief conspirators and all 
^ the pilots in irons, and he hlma||f> his brother, Coello, and some 
^ ethers, stood night and day to th^elni, and directed the course. At 
^ after having many days, with an unconquered mmd, withstood 
‘thd temnest and an enraged mutiny, tlie storm suddenly ceased, and 
beheld tlie Cape of Good Hope. 

On November the 20th all the fleet doubled that promontory, and, 
^atcoring northward, coasted along a rich and beautiml shore, adorned 
^'wth large forests and numberless herds of cattle. All was now 
j^alacrity; the hope that they had surmounted every danger revived 
their spirits, and the admiral was beloved and admired. Here, and at 
jWhe bay, which they named St. Blasf they took in provisions, and 
fbljlleld those beautiful rural scenes described by Camoens i and here 
istore^sloop, now of no farther service, was burnt by order of the 
/Udmiral. On December tiio 8th a violent storm drove the fleet from 
^ the-sight of land, and carried them to the very pow^erful ouxxent 
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iiiiining between Cape Corrientes and m south-^YCst extreta^ 
Madagascar, which made the Moors dc(uu it impopsiblo to double ' 
the Cape. Gama, howover, though unhappy in tlie time of navigating^ 
these seas, was safely carried over the current by the force of a tem-', 
pest; and having recovered tlie sight of land, as his safest course, he ^ 
steered northwaid along the coast. On the lOlh of January they 
dcsciicd, about 230 miles fioin. their last\eaBiriiig-place, some beautiful 
glands, -with herds of cattle liisking in the meadous. It was a 
profound calm, and Gama stood near an island. Tiie natives of this 
place, which he niiincd TeiTa de Natal, u’^ere better dressed tind more 
dvjltzcd than those they had liiilierto seen. An oxeliange of pre- 
St uTs was made, and the black kijig was so pleased with the poliU'uess 
ol Gama that he tame on boai'd Ina shij> to see him. On the liJthof • 
Janiuvi'y, in the dusk of the evening, they came to the mnUthpfft 
large nvcr* whose banks were shaded with trei'S, loaded with fruit. 
CJii the lutuiii of day they saw several htilc boats witli palm-tree 
leaves making towards tliem, and the natives came op board without*- 
hesitation or fear. Gama received them kindly, give them an enter¬ 
tainment, and .some silken garments, wliicli they iceeived with visible 
jo 5 \ Only one oJ them, Iiowcvcr, could speak a little brokrti Arabic. , 
l^'ioiTi him Fm nan Mailiuho learncvl, that not iar distant as a country ' 
A^he^c shij)s, in shape and size like Ouma's, fioquontly rosortea. 
Hitherto Gamu had found only the rudest baibaruxus on the coasts Of 
Afiica, alike ignoianl of India and of the naval art. The inf'onnatioa ^ 
he liere leceivcd, that he was drawing near toci\ilized countries, gaVO , 
the adventurers great spirits, and the admiral named this place th0 
lUvor of Good Signs, 

Ileie, while Gama careened and refitted his ships, liis crews were, ' 
attacked with a violent seurvi^ uhich carried off several of his men* 
Having tiikcn in liesh provisions, on the 24th of February he set 
Rail, and on the 1st of Maich they dosciied four islands on the coast of \ 
Moramlnque. From one of these tlicy poiceived seven vessels in full 
sail bearing down townids them. These knew Gama’s sliip by thu 
adinirars cnbign, and made up to her, saluting her wdth loud huzzas 
and their instrumciits ol music. Gama received tliem on board, and' ' 
entertained them wfth great kindness. The ihtcrpTcters talked withj T 
them in Arabic. T'lie island, in which was the principal harbour 
and trading town, they said was governed by a deputy of the iCiu# 
ol Quiloa; and many Saracen merchants, they added, were eettlea ^ 
heic, who traded with Arabia, India, and other parts of the World. 
Gama was overjoyed, and the crew, with uplifted hands, returned 
thanks to heaven. . ; 

Pleased with the presents wliich Gama sent him, and imagining , 
the Portuguese were Mohammedans from Morocco, Lacocia, the ^ 
governor, dressed in rich embroidery, came to congratulate the^'t 
admiral on hia ariival in theJfest. As lie appr<mchca the ships in ^ 
^eat pomp, Gama removed ^re sick out of sight, and ordered 
those in health to attend above deck, armed in "the Portuguese nianncrp>’ 
for foresaw what would happen when the Mohammedans should, 
discover their mistake. Durmg the entertainment provided for them^ 
^oacooia seemed highly pleased, and asked severed questions abmi ' ; 
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^ihe taroB wd religion of tJBfctrangers. Gnma showed them his arms 
and explained the force of his cannon, but did not affect to know 
much about religion; however, he frankly promised to show tliem his 
hooka of dcvoti<m whenever a few days' refreshment should gh^e him 
A more convenient time. In the meantime ho entreated Lacocia to 
send him some pilots, who might conduct him to India. Two pilots 
were next day brought ||y tllfe govemor, a treaty of peace was so¬ 
lemnly concluded, and every office of mutual firicudship seemed 
promise a lasting harmony. Hut it w^as soon interrupted. Lacocia, 
as soon as he found the Portuguese were not Mohainmedans, used 
every endeavour to destroy them. The life of Gama was attempted. 
One of the Moorish pilots deserted, and some of the Portuguese, whr 
were on shore to get frrsli water, were attacked by seven barks of the 
' natives, but were rescued by a timely assistance from the ships. 

Besides the hatred of the Chiistian name borne by the Portugiieec, 
these Mohammedan Arabs had other reasons to wish the destru(‘tion 
of Gama. Befuie this period they were almost the only merchants ol 
the East, Though without any empire in a mother count! y, they 
were bound together by language and religion, and, like the 
modem Jews, were united, though scattcied over various countries. 
Though they esteemed the current off Cape Corrieutes, and the tem- 
poatuous seas round the Cape of Good Hope, as impa-ssable, they ucie 
the sole masters of the Ethiopian, Arabian, and Indian seas; and hud 
colonies in every place convenient for trade on these coasts, 'i'his 
crafty mercantile people clearly forc.s:iw the eonsequenccs of the 
amval of Europeans, every art was soon exerted to prevent such 

formidable rivals from efiectmg any 
settlement in the East. To these 
Mohammedan traders the Portuguese, 
on account of their religion, gave the 
name of Moors. 

Immediately after the skiimish at 
the wateiing-placc, Gama, having one 
Mooni>h pilot, set sail, but was soon 
diiven back to the same inland by 
tempestuous WTifthcr. He now re¬ 
solved to take in fresh water by force* 
The Moors perceived liis intention,— 
about two thousand of whom, rising 
fiom ambush, attacked the Portu¬ 
guese detachment. #But the prudence 
of Gama had not been asleep. His 
ships were stationed '^th art, and his 
artillery not only dispersed the hostile 
Moors, but reduced their town, which 
was of wood, to a heap of ashes^ 
Amomf some uiiaoners taken by 
Paulus de Gama was a pilot, and La¬ 
cocia, begging forgi v encss ^ his 
tieacbery, sent another, wh<*Mr skill 
in navigation he greatly conapondecU^ 
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The engraving exhibits a Moorish i)irate our own timci doubfieMMi 
strongly rcsombling his ancestors. 

A war with ihe Moors was now begun. Gama perceived that thinr ^ 
jealousy of European rivals gave them nothijig to expect but seerst'"'- 
treachery and open hostility ; and he knew what numerous coloniet 
they had on every trading coast of the East. He determined to 
impress them, therefore, with tj^e terror of^jj^ anns in their first act*- 
of treachery. Nor was he renaiss in his attention to the chief pilotf * 
who had been last sent. He iierceivod in him a kind of anxions 
endeavour to bear him near some liltlo i^^lands, and suspecting there ^ 
were unseen rocks in tliat course, he confidently charged the pilot 
with guilt, and ordered him to be severely whipped. The punishment 
pi oduced a confession and prt)mises of fidelity. He now advised Gama 
to stand for (^uiloa, which he assured him was inhabited by Chriss 
tians. 'Ihroc Ethiopian Christians had come on board while at 
liicocia’s Island, and the current opinions of Prester John's country 
inclined Gama to try if lie could find a port nhcre he^ might expect 
the assistance of a people of his own religion. A violent stormy 
however, drove the lleet from Quiloa, and being now near Momhaaa 
the })ilot advised him to enter that harbour, where, he said, therd * 
weie also many Christiaiis. 

'J'he cit)'' ot Mombasa is agreeably situated on an island formed by 
a iivei which empties itself into the sea by mouths. Hm 
blliJ^hng^ aie lofty and of firm stone, and the coUltry abounds 
fruit tiecs uftd cattle, Gama, happy to find a liarbour where every.* 
thing wore the appearance of civilization, oidered the ships to cast 
anchor, which was scoicely done when a galley, in which were one 
hundred men in Turkish habit, armed with Blucklers and sabresi 
lowed up to thellag-ship. All of these appeared desirous to boardy 
but only lour, who by tlieir dre^s seemed fiiiicers, were admitted; nor 
weie these allowed till stnpt of their arms. As soon as on board ' 
they extolled the piudeiicc of Gama in refusing'ndnuttanoc to armed 
btiangers, and by their behaviour seemed desirous fo gain the ^ood 
opinion ot the advontuicrs. 'I'lieir country, they boast^, contained 
all the iiches of India, and their king, they profe^od* was desirous of'^ 
entering into a fiiendly lieaty Avitli the Portuguese, with whose 
renown he was well acquainted. And that a conference with Ms 
majesty and the oifices of friendship might be rendered 
venient, .Gama was roqueated and advised to enter the harbour# As 
no place could be more commodious for the recovery of the elokji and 
the whole fiect was sickly, Gama resolved to enter port; ahd, it& 
the meantime, sent two of the pardoned criminals as an embassy to 
the king. These the king treated with the greatestkindne^vs, ordered/ 
his officers to show them the strength aixd Opulence of hk city* 
and, on their return, he sent a present to Gama of the uiost , 
valuable spices, of which he boated such abundance that the 
tugueso, he^ said, if they rogamed their own interest^ would ' 
for no other^India. 

* To make ti'caties of commerce was the business of Gnma; one so 
|^4ntageouH, and so desired the natives, was not therefore to be 
FtUly satniicd bv the repoit of 111*5 spies he ordered them to 

^ f ^ 
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anchor^ and enter the harbour. His own ship led the way, 
irhoa a sudden violence of the tide made Gama apprehensive of 
iro ning aground. He therefore directed his sails to be furled and the 
apnhors to be dropped, and gave a signal for the others to follow his 
Maniple, This manoju^Te, and the cries of the sailors in executing 
it} alarmed the Mozambic^uc pilots. Conscious of l^cir treachery, 
liiey tl^ought their dcs^M was disco\^edf and leaped into the sea. 

, Sotpe boots of Mombaza^fok them uft and, refusing to put tliem on 
board, set them safeljr on shore, though the admiifu repeatedly 
demanded the jcstoralion of the pilots. These circumstances— 
evident proofs of treachery — ivere further confirmed by the be¬ 
haviour of the King of Mombaza. In the middle of the night Gama 
thought he heal'd some noise, and, on examination, found his ships 
auzroundcd by a great number of Moors, who, in the utmost privacy, 
aodeavoured to cut his cables. But their scheme was defeated; and 
iome Arabs, who remained on boaid, confessed that no Christians 
ware resident either at Quiloa or Mombaza. The storm which drove 
^thepi from the Vue place, and their late escape at the other, wore now 
beheld as manifestations of the divine favour; and Gama, holding up 
bis h^inds to heaven, ascribed his safety to the care of Providence. It 
afterwards appeai'ed tliut the Moorish King of Mombaza had been 
informed of what had happened at Mozambique, and intended to 
revenge it by the ^al dcstructhm of the fleet. Two days, howevci, 
dLapsed before th^|pould get clear of the rocky bay of Mombaza, and 
haviitg now ventured to hoist their sails, they steered for Melinda, a 
they had been told, where many nicrchaiits from India resoited. 
W their way thither they took a Moorish vessel, out of which Gama 
' ajdaeted fourteen prisoners, one of whom he pcrceivcrl by Ms mien to 
be a person of dihtinctitin. By this Saracen Gama was informed Aat 
be was near Melinda, that the king tvas hospitable, and celebrated for 
bis faith, and that four ships from India, commanded by Christian 
were in that harbour. The Saracen also offered to go us 
sma’s mesBCxigcr to the king, and promised to procure him an able 
to conduct him to Calicut, the chief port of India, 
the eoast of Melinda appeared to be dangerous, Gama anchored 
some distance from the city, and, unwilling to hazard any of bis 
men, he landed the Saracen on an island opposite the town. This 
wiw observed, and the stronger was brought befoirc the king, to wjiom 
>be gave so favourable an account of the politeness and humanity of 
'^‘ama, that a present of several sheep and fruit of all sorts was h nt 
his majesty to the admiral, who had the happiness to find the truth 
what tlic xirisoner had told him confirmed by the masters of the 
i)tr ships from India. They wxre Christians from Camboya. *J‘hey 
^te transported with joy on the arrival of tlifi Portuguese, and gave 
^VCral useful instructions to the admiral. 

The city of Melinda was faituated m a fertile plain, surrounded with 
^Ovdens and groves of orange trec!l| whose flowers diflusefl a most 
ratcfdl odour. The pastures were covered with Herds, and the 
ntisOSi built of square stones, were both cljBgant and niugniflcent. 
to make on alliance with such a state, Gama requited, fhe 
4^fility of the kins with the most grateful acknowledgments. 
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drew Bearer to tbfi shore, and urged his instructions 9 s on Apolpgy^iv^ 
not landing to it*ait upon his majest}^ in person, apologjr im 
accepted; and the king, whoso age and infirmities prevented his " 

sent his son to congr 4 tulate Gama, and enter into n treaty of 



cent; the nobles ^ ho attended him di&D]|^d all the riches of sUk fiatt 
embroidery; and the music of Mclinda|iPloundc^ all over th^ bay,, 
Gama, to cxpreji>s liis icgard, met him iu tlio admiral's barge* ‘ 
prince, as soon as ho came up, leaped into it, and dibtinguidhinff tihe r 
admir.tl by his habit, embraced nim with all the intimacy cS old * 
^ friendship. In their conversation, which was long and sprightly, he 
* discovered nothing of the barbarian, says Osorius, but in everyth^g 
showed an intclhgcme and politeness worthy of his high rank. 
accepted the fonrUen Moors, whom Gama gave to him, with gresi 
pleasure, lie sooined to view Gama with enthusiasm, and confe^i^edl 
that the* inakt of the PortugucBP ships, so much superior to what hll 
had seen, eoininccd him of the greatness of that people. He gave 
Gnma an able pilot, named Mclemo Cana, to conduct him to Cahoot i 
and icqucstcd, th'it on his return to Europe, he would carry an aa« .. 
bassador with liim to the court of Lisbon. During the few days iSlt 
fleet stayed at Melinda, the mutugl friendship increased, and a 
of alliance was concluded. And now, on AbtiI 22, resigning " ' 
helm to his skilful and honest pilot, Gama hovK soil an4 si^i 
the North. In a few dayb thtj passed the linl^d tl 
with eestacy beheld the appeiU-ance of their native bky. 

Major and Minoi, aud the other stars about the northern pole^ 


to the Last, thiough the Indiaii ocean; and after sailing about 
w'feks, ho had the happincsb to (ougratulate Gama on the viewpf 
inountdiiis ol India. Gama, tranptpoitgd with ecstasy, prdered 
prigoneas to be set at liberty, that every heart mig^t tgfite Qf 
of hi<* succc«iblul voyage. A 

About tw'o leagues fiom Calxcui, Gama ordered the^h^S to _ 
and w as soon surrounded by a number of boats. By qne of 
Sint one of the pardoned criminals to the city. The Gqppe^ra^ 
unknown vessels on tlieir coast brought immense crowds ^oiU) 
stranger, who no sooner entered Calicut than he was lifted fro: 


feet and carried hither and tliithcr by the concourse. Ihoiuh 
Populace and the stiangcr were alike earp-cat to be under^ioQ^ *' 
JOinniairC was unintt llimblr to r^.irh nlbor. f ill GaUXai 

X in the Spu., 
_Mouzftlda, wff jj 

upon Gama on board his sldj), iTe was a native of Tunis, an4thoch»., 
per&ou,ho said, with whom John II. had at that port coxitr^edfor 
military stores. He a man of abilities and great knowledge pf 
wQTid, mvl an admxpr of the Portuguese valpipc ^nd honour, V 
engaging behamur of Gama heightened his esteem into the 8mcei;t_ 
l|ttachment. He oflfesed to bp mtcrpietcr fpr the admiral^ and M, 
Serve him besides in whatever he could possibly befriend Ay iA < 

B 2 * 
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by ono of tboso imforeseen circumstances 'which often decide the 
St eventSi Gama received a friend, who soon rendered the most 
tant and critical service. 

t the first interview Monzaida ^ave Gama the fullest information 
W th& clime, extent, customs, rcligionst and various riches of India, 
Ibe commerce cf the Moors^uid the character of the sovereign. Calicut 
not only the imperiay^^, but the greatest port. The king or 
Xatnorin, who resided was acknowledged as emperor by the 
neighbouring princes; and as his revenue consisted chiefly of dues 
•cm merdiauaizo, he had always encouraged the resort ot foreigners 
)to his harbours. 

Pleased with this promising prospect, Gama scut two of his officers 
iUPth Monzaida to wait on the Zamorin athis palace of Pond'trene, a few 
from the city. Hicy were admitted to the royal ap itmcnt, and 
'i^alivered their embassy; to which the Zamorin replud, that the 
^gniiTal of the admiral of so great a prince as Emmanuel gave him inex- 
jpcessible pleasure, and that he would willingly embrace the offered 
sUiance. In the 'meanwhile, as tlicir present station was extremely 
liliaagcxouB, he advised them to bring tne ships nearer to Pandarone, 
piu) for the purpose he sent a pilot to the fleet. 

K A few days after, the Zamoriu sent his first minister, attended 
w several of the Nnyres, oi nobility, to conduct Gama to the 
^Spyal palace. As interview with the Zamorin was absolutely 
^gfufosuary to complJ||^e purpose of his voyage, Gama immediately 
eed to it, thoug^ne treachery he had already experienced, bim^e 
arrival in the eastern seas, showed him the person^ danger which 
thus hazarded. He gave the command of tlic ships during his 
Iheaioo to his brother Paulus and his friend CocUo ; and in the orders 
them he displayed an amount of courage amounting almost to 

- Thp revenue of the Zamorin arose chiefly from the traffic of the 
'ttpors; the various colonies of these people were combined in one 
i^BU^est, and jealousy and consternation 'which his aivival in the 
seas iS spread among them were circumstances well known 
KO Gtuna, and he knew what ho had to expect both from their force 
mad their fraud. But duty and honour required him to complete the 
muifose of ^ voyage. lie left peremptory command that if he was 
Wtiuaed]^ or any attempt were made upon his life, they should 
''^lAanoatep to save him—to give ear to no messs^e which zni^ht 
' W in his name for such purpose, and to enter into no negotiation 
his bdtialf. Though they were to keep some boats near the shore, 
inrour his escape if he perceived treason, or were detained bv force, 
the moment that force rendered his escape impracticable, ^cy 
I^IWe to set sail, and to cany the tidings of the discovery of India to 
ITing of Portugal; for as this was hTs only concern,4ie would 
BT no risk that might lose a man, or endanger the homewwd 
!|,^yiure. Having left these unalterable orders, he went ashore with 
Shift Zamorin’s minister, the catwal, attended only uytwdveofhis 
men, for he would not weaken naval foice, though he knew 
pomp of attendance would hiive been greatly in his favour at tUo 
of India. 
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{K>mp, in soiaB, upon men s snouiaerB to tne cniex teimiei ana 
thence, amid immense crowds, to the royal palace. The apartmerfpi ^ 
and dress of the Zumorin were acch as might be ex^>ected from tibie « 
luxury and wealth of India, ifte emperor lay reclined on a mag« 
niticent couch, surrounded with his nooHity and ministers of sta^ 
Gama was introduced to him by a vflPrahlc old man, the chief ^ 
brahmin. His majesty, by a gentle nooTappointed the admiral Id 
sit upon one of the steps of his sofa, and then demanded his emba^ii ^ 
It was against the custom of his country, Gama replied, to dcUvet^^ 
his instructions in a public assembly; he therefore desired that 13x0 . 
king and a few of his ministers would grant them a private audience* 
This wds complied with, and Gama, in a manly speech, set forth ihSi 
greatness of hm sovereign Emmanuel, the fame ho had heard of th0 
Zamorin, and the desire he had to enter into alliance with so |preit 
a prince; nor w<*ro the mutual advantages of such a treaty * 

by the admiral. The Zamorin, in reply, professed •great esteem fi# 
the friendship of the King of Portugal, ana declared his readiness 
enter into a fiiendly alliance. He then ordered the Catwal to p70vidft^I'* 
proper apartments foi Gama in his house; and, having promised| 
another conference, dismissed the admiral w-ith all the appearance j 
sincerity* 'Vj 

Avarice was the ruling passion of tills moj^|||b; he was haughty^? 
or mean, hold or timorous, as his interest rose^^^l in the balance 
his judgment, wavering and iiTCsolutc wheno^» the scales sottBieii^l 
doubtful which to preponderate, lie was pleased with the prospect ; 
of bringing the commerce of Europe to his harbours, but he was aU#^ 
influenced by the threats of the Moors. Three days elapsed esd * 
Gama was again permitted to see the Zamorin. At the second auciiii* 
cnee he prosented the* letter an«l prcbonts of Emmanuel. The leltdl^^i 
was received with politenesH, but the presents were viewed with 
eye of contempt. Gama beheld it, and said he only came to discovfl^ 
the route of India, and therefore was not charged wi||jkraluable gHtd 
ere the friendship of the state where they might ehoJIr to traffic wftjf' 
known; yet that, indeed, he bi ought the mostMiluable of all 
the offer of the fiiendbliip of his soverorgn and tHe commerce of his 
country. He then entreated the kis nut to reveal the contents of 
Emmanuel's letter to the Moors; ana the king, with great seeming 
fiicndbhip, desired Gama to ginird against the perfidy of that peo^£ 
And at this time it is highly probable tlie Ziimorin was sincere. 

Every hour bince the airival of Gama the Moors had held secret 
conferenccb. That one of the Portuguese might not return Was Itieiv' 
purpose, and every methofl to accomplish this was meditat^, 
influence the king against the Portuguese, to assassinate Gama, tO 
raise a general insurrection, to destroy the foreign navy,and to bribo ' 
the catw^al, were determined. And the catwal, in whose house Gtma 
waslodgcdi accepted the bribe and entered into their interest. GanUw 
however, was apprised of all those circumstances by his faithful inteti* 
ureter, Monzoida, whose affection to the foreign admiral the MooTi 
hitherto had not suspected. Thus informed, and having obtained the * 
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ajtoolved to elude the pIot;t} of the Mooi'b; and accordingly^ before the 
he set dat fur the sea-shore, in hope to escape by some of tho 
boats wldchhc had ordered to hovear about the coast* Bui the Moors 
'Mre vigilant. His absence was imiikcdiately known, and the eutwal, 
by the king’s order, ]pursued and brought iiim back by force. Tlie 
OAtwal, howe\er—for it vjAneccssary for their schemes to have tlie 
i^ps bi their power—^bcliWed with great politeness to the admiral, 
though now detained as a prisoner, and sml continued his siieoious 
es to use all his interest in his behalf. 

The eagerness of the Moors now contributed to the safety of 
daina. Their piincipal mercliants were admitted to a foiinol 
iOdience, when one of their orators accused the jPortuguese as a 
Ration of faithless plunderers: Gama, he said, was an exiled pirate, 
who had marked his course wiih depicdation and blood. If lie whtc 
ftot a pirate, still there was no excuse for allnw'iiig such wailikc 
foreigners any footing In a country already supplied with idl that 
nature and commerce could give. Kc expatiated on the gicat scivicc 
which the Moorish traders had rendered to Calicut, or wlierever they 
kttied t and ended -with a threat, tlxat all the Moors w'ould leave the 
norm’s ports, audfmd some other settlement, if he permitted these 
ibreigners to have any share in the coniincice of his dominions. 

However staggerjd^y tliese arguments tuid tlueats, the Zumorin 
w not blind to tl^^H-intercst and malice of the Moors. He therc- 
re (^ered that tnHHiixiral should once more be brought before him. 
^ the meanwhile the cntwal tried many stratagems to get the ships 
Wo the harbour; and, at last, in the name of his mastei, made an 
Absolute demand that tbe sails and rudder should be delivered up, as 
tW pledge of Gama's honosty. But these demands wxrc as absolutely 
liised by Gama, who sent a letter to his brother, by Monzaida, en- 
rcing his forimn orders in the strongest manner, declaring that his 
rte gave him no concern, lliat he was only unhappy lest the fruits of 
1 their labour and dangers should bo lost. After two days spent in 
vain altcrcaMV with the catwal, Gama was brought as a prisoner 
.b^ore the king, king repeated his accusation, upbraided him 
wW non-compliamc with tbe requests of his minister; yet uiged 
hiniv if he were an t xilc or a jj^ate, to confess firocly, in which case he 
promised to take hiiu into Ins service, and highly promote him on 
A0oount of his abilities. But (jama, who with great spirit hud baffled 
m iW stratagems of the catwal, behaved with the same undaunted 
bFAVery before tlie king, lie asserted his ixmoccncc, pointed out the 
* WjW of the Moore, and the improbability of his piracy ; boasted of 
of his fleet, ofTcred lus life rather than his sails and rudders, 
UTid ooncludud wUh tlircats in the name of his sovereign. ITie 
Zomorin, during the whole conference, eyed Gama with the keenest 
Att0ntion, and clearly perceived in his unfaltering mein the dignity of 
truth, and the Gons<'iousncss that he was the admiral of a great 
^sonaieh. In tlicii* late address, the Moors had treated the Zamorin 
AS,somewhat dependent upon them, and he saw that a commerce with 
d^er nations would certainly lessen their dangerous importance. Hb 
Af wrioe strongly desired the commerce of Portugal ; and his pride was 
flattered in humbling the Moors, After many proposals, it was at 
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last Agreedf that of Qama*s tvi^eirc attendants lie should leave 9Bf^w 
us hostages, that wliat goods were on board his vessels sj^oiild belandb^' 
atid that Gama should be safely conducted to his sh^; after whh^ J 
the trcjiaty of commerce and alliance was to be finalij’settled, 
thus, when the assassination of Gama seemed inevitable, th6 ZamorSI' ^ 
suddenly dropped the demand of the sails and ruddcis, rescued h^ 
from his determined enemies, and rcstdikl him to liberty and tttb 
command of Ins sliips. 

As soon as he was oil board, the ^oods were landed, accompamed 
by a letter from Gama to the Zamorm, wherein he boldly comiudxt^ 
of the treachery of tlie catwal. The Zamorin,in answer, promised tt ^ 
in ike inquiry, and to punish him ix" guilty; but did nothing in the 
affair, Gama, who had now anchored nearer the city, every daveeftt 
two or three different persons on some business to Calicut, tnat di 
many of liis men as possible might be able to give some account od 
India. The Moors, in the meanwhile, constantly assailed the ears cS 'i 
the king, who now began to waver; when Gama, whg had gi'Veii ev^tj - 
proof of his desire of peace and friendship, sent another letter; ^ 
■which he requested the Zimorin to permit him to Icave a eonsid ai /^ 
Calicut to manage the affaiis of King Emmanuel, But to this iequ©W| ,’:( 
the most reasonable result of a commercial treaty, the Zamoiwltci^^ | 
turned a refusal lull of rage and indignation. Gama, now fuUV' 
master of the char.ictcr of Zamoiin, resolved M|||eat a man of Siiieb 
uti inconstant, dishonourable disposition with aVRemptuous Bilenc^^. 
vTliis contempt was felt by the king, wdio, yielding to the advifeetrf 
"the catwal, and the entreaties of the Moors, seized the Portuguese 
goods, and oidered two of the seven hostagt'-*, the two who had ibsb' 
charge of the caigo, to be put in irons. 

'fho admiral remonstrated by means of Monzaida, but the 
still persisted in his treacherous bioach ot royal taith. Repeated 
citations made him more hauglity. Gama now resorted to force. He 
took a vessel in which were six nayies, or noblemen, and nineteen 
their servants. The servants he set ashore te relate t||£ tidings; 
nobleman he detained. As soon as the news had trnie to S]|^ead 
through the city, he hoisted his sails, and, though with a slowtnotion^ 
seemed to proceed on his homeward voyogift llie city was now in an 
uproar; the friends of the captive noblemen surromided the palifccef 
ilnd loudly accused the policy of the Moors, The king, in all the per¬ 
plexed disti'ess of a haughty, and avaricious, and a weak prince, Bimtafter 
Gama, delivered up all the hostages, and submitted to his proposal} 
nay, solicited that on a^ent shoxdd be left, and even descended tnth# 
meanness of a palpable lie. The two factors, he said, he had put in ironsi ^ \ 
onlv to detain them till he might write letters to hil brother £mmanui% 
and the goods he had kept on shore that an agent might be sent t| 
dispose of them. Gama, however, perceived a mysterious trifli^ 
previous to any treaty, insisted upon the restoration of the gorat. 

The day.after this altercation Monzaida came on board the admifal^ 
ship ill much perturbation. The Moors, he said, had raised 
commotions, and had enraged the kij|| against the PortugaeBe, .XM 
, king's dMps were getting ready, and^ numerous,MooriSifleetttSf 
was daily expected. To delay Gama till this force arrived iral 
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purpose of the coturt and of the Moors, who were now conhdent of 
^^ 1 ^ 0688 . To information Mouzaida added, th^t the Moors, sus- 
'jpoctiiig his attlchment to Gama, had determined to assassinate him. 
t he had narrowdjf escaped from them ; that it was impossible for 
to recover his ejects, and that his only hope was in the protection 
Gama. Gama rewarded him with the friendship he had so well 
'tttmted, took him with him, as he desired, to Lisbon, and procured 
mm a recompense for his services, 

. Almost immediately a£t.er Monzaida, seven boats arrived, loaded 
^th die goods, and demanded t]ic restoration of the captive noble- 
Gama took the goods on board, but refused to examine if they 
were entire, and also declined to deli\er the prisoners. He had been 

S .iscd an ambassador to his sovereign, he said, but had been so 
deluded, he could trust such a faitliless people no longer; and 
^uld, therefore, carry the captives in his power, to convince the 
&in^ of Portugal what insults and injustice las ambassadors and 
admiral had surfbred from the Zamoiin of Calicut. Having thus dis- 
|iQu&sed the Indians, he iired Ills cannon and hoisted his sails. A 
how'cver, detained him on the coast some days, and the Zamorin, 
irailig the opportunity, sent what vessels he could fit out, twenty of 
»larger size, sixty in all, full of aimed men, to attack him, lliouglx 
Gama*s cannon were well played, confident of their numbers, they 
pressed on to boar^^^, when a suddc]i tempest, which Gama*s ships 
rode out in safetyJ^^prably dispersed the Indian fleet, and completed 
their ruin. ^ 

After this victory, the admiral made a halt at a little island ncatfi 
the shore, where he erected a cross, bearing the name and arms of his 
Portuguese Mapjsty; and from this place, by the hand of Mozaida, 
he wrote a letter to the Zaxnoiin, wherein he gave a full and circum¬ 
stantial account of all the plots of the catwal and the Moors. Still, 
however, he professed his desire of a comnicicial treaty, and promised 
to represent the Zamorin in the best light to Emmanuel. The pri¬ 
soners, he saLd^ should be kindly used, were only kept as ambassadors 
to his soverei^, and should bo returned to Tndia when they wcie 
eyiabled from experience to give an account of Portugal. The letter 
ho sent by one of the captives, who by this means obtained lu^ 
liberty. 

The fame of Gama had now spread over the Indian seas, and the 
Modrs were everywhere intent on his destruction. As he was near 
the shore of Auchediva, he beheld the appearance of a floating isle, 
Covered witli trees, advance towards him. But his prudence was not 
to Iki ^us deceived. A bold pirate named Timoja, by linking to- 
|;cther eight vessclssfull of men, and covered with green boughs, 
thpught to board him by surpiise. But Gauia's caunou made seven 
of them fly; the eight, loaded with fruits and provisions, he took, 
rhe beautiful island of Anchcdtva now offered a convenient place to 
oareen his ships and refresh his men. While he staid there the first 
auuister of Zabajo, king of Goa, one of the most powcifur princes of 
Thdia, come on board, and, in Uic name of his master, congratulated 
admiral iu the Italian tongM. Provisions, arms, and money were 
ol^ed to Gama, and he was entreated to accept the Mendship of 
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Zabajo. The admiral was struck with admiration, the address 
abilities of tho minister appeared so conspicuous, llfi said he wai 
an Italian by birth, but in sailing to Greece had been token ' 
pirates, and after various misfortunes had been necessitated to 
enter the service of a Mahommedan prince, the nobleness of whoso 
disposition he commended in the highest terms. Yet, with all Ida 
abilities, Gama perceived on artful inquisitiveness, that nameless 
something which does not accompany simple honesty. After a long ^ 
conference, Gama abruptly upbraided him as a spy, and ordered him 
to be put to the torture; this soon brought a confession that he was 0 
Folonian Jew by birth, and was sent to examine the strength of tho 
Portuguese by Zabnjo, who was mustering all his power to attack 
them. Gama, on this, immediately set sail, taking the spy with him, 
who afterwards became of great service to Emmanuel. 

Gama now stood westward through tho Indian Ocean, and after 
being long delayed by calms, aruved off Magadoxa, the coast of’ 
Africa, This place was a principal port of the Moor^ ; he therefore 
levelled tlic walls of the city with his cannon, and burned and die* 
stroyed all the ship<i in the harbour. Soon after this, he desoried 
eight Moorish vessels bearing down upon him; his artillery, however, 
soon made them use their oars in flight, nor could Gama overtake 
any of them for want of wind, lie now reached the hospitable har* 
hour of Melinda. Ills men, almost worn out ua|h futile and sick* 
ness, here received, n second time, every assiblanVwdiicn on occom* 
nlished and generous prince could bestow. And having taken an 
ambassador cjn board, he again gave his sails to the wind, in hdne 
that he might pass the Cape of Good Hope while the favourame 
weather continued, for his acquaintance with the eastern soos now 
suggested to him that the tempestuous season was periodical. Soon 
after lie set sail, his brother’s ship struck on a sand bank, and was 
burnt by order of the admiral, llis brother and part of the crow he 
took into his own ship, the rest on board of Cocllo’s ; now wore more 
hands now alive than were neces*4aiy to man the two vessels which ^ 
remained. Having taken in proMsions at the island of Zanzibar, 
wdxere they W'cre kindly entertained by a Mohammedan prince of the 
same sect os tlie king of Melinda, they unfely doubled the Cape of 
Good Hope, on Apiil 29, 1499, and continued till they rcachea the 
island of St. Jago, in favourable weatlicr. But a tempest here sopa-* 
rated tho two ships. 

The admiral was now near the Azoios, w)icu Paulus de Gama, long 
worn with fatigue and sickness, was unahlc to endure the motion m 
the vessel. Vasco, therefore, put into the island of Torceira, in hope 
of his brother’s recovery. And such was his affection, that, rathet 
than leave him, he gave the command of his ship to one of his officeto. 
But the hope of rctoveiy was vain, John de Sa proceeded to Lisbon 
with the flag-ship, while the admiral remained behind to soothe the 
death-bed of his brother and perfornt his funeral rites. Coello, in the 
meantime, landed at lasbon, and hearing that Gama was nOt arrived, 
imwned he might either be shipwrecked or beating about in distreaa. 
Without seeing one of his family, he immediately set sail on purpose 
to bring relief to hia friend and admiral. But this generous design. 



VOTAGES OF yASOO SE 6A1CA. 

"itwre the effect of fTicnd»hij> thuu of juet coxiHidcratlon, was prevented, 
hj aa order from the king, before his shij) got out of the Tagus. 

'Jlifi ^uiticulorB of the voyage were diffused by Coello, and the 
iriy of Ulv king wua only (Mjuullod by the uduaration of the people. 
Tet, wliile rill tb(' nation was hrcnl with zral to express their eSteem 
lor the happy admiral, lie himself, the man who m'os such an enthu- 
alaat na to the success of tlie loyage tlmt he would willingly have 
Bacriffeed his life in India to seeme that success, was now, in the coih- 
pletiou of it, a dejected mourner. The eoinpliments of the court, and 
the shouts of the streets, were irksome to him, for his brother, the 
companion of his toils and dangers, was not Uiere to share the joV. 
As soon os he liud waited on the king, he shut himself up in a lonely 
house near the sea-side at Bcthleht^m, from whence it was sometime 
ore ho was drawn to mingle in public lift*. * 

Daring thio imjiortant expcditiou two years and almost two months 
elapsed. Of ICO men who went out, only oo returned. These* were 
allrew'ftided by the king. Coello was jicnaioned with 100 ducats a 
year, and made a tidalgo, or gentleman of the king’s liouschold, a 
degree of nobdity m Piirtugal. The tith* qf Don wms annexed to the 
family of Vasco do (lamu; he was appointed admiral of the eastern 
seas, with an annual salary of 0,000 ducats, and a part of the king’s 
arms was added to Ms. 

Gama's safe retdjU^home was Ixailcd as the haibinger of a new mi 
glorious era. Tlic city rang witli transports of joy. Concluding 
that the rich comineree of India iuid the East was now securedtoihem(^||^ 
the inhabitants proposed nothing h ss than to become immediately the^ 
first comiuorcial and niaritini(* pow(*r in the world. The popi* also 
hastened to croun the discovery with his sanction, and conferred on 
the Portuguese monarch the proud title of ** Lord of the Navigation, 
Oonquests, and 'XVade of Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia, imd India,” 

Vasco de Gama saih^d again fiom Lisbon, on the 3d ef March, 1602, 
having the command of Uiirleon bhipn and two caravels. When he 
had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and hud passed Cape Conientes, 
he went with lour of the smalli st vessels to Sofala, sending on the 
fOXUamdor of the fleet to wait bis lurhal at Mozambique. lli*< vMt 
to Sofula wras owing to orders from the king, to examine the situation 
oi the city, and to endeavour to iind a proper site for a fort, that the 
Portuguese might monopolize tlie traffic in gold. lie leniained there 
twenty-five days, dming wMch he setlled a treaty of amity with the 
king, and had leave to establish a factory; after which mutual pre- 
ibntB were interchanged, and Gama len Sofala. In going out of 
the river, however, one of the sMps was lost, but all the men were 
saved. 

Proceeding to Mozambique, he made friendship with the king, who 
had been hostile on his former voyage, and even obtained leave to 
settle u factor with several assifatants, who were left to supply pro¬ 
visions lo such ships as might touch here on the voyage to, or fioni, 
India. Hero, likewise, the caravel destined for that purposfe Was set 
up, and, provided with guns and a sufficient crew, W'as Ifeft for the 
pTotcction of the factory. Sailuig for Quiloa, he obtained redress for 
usuries previously received, by the payment of a sum of gold yetoly, 
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and a ^indpal among the Moors, whom the king hated, was giy^n by 
die King Ibrahim, as a hostage for the payment. 

Joined by the squadron of ships he had left behind, he proceeded 
with the whole fleet for Melinda, where he took in water, and yisited 
the king. Going from thence for Xn^a, and having arrived at the 
norUi of Caiiauor, ne met a ship belonging to the Moors of Mecca, and 
bound for Calicut^ which was taken tuter a stout resistance. On the 
ship surrendering, Gama went on board, and, summoning idl the 
principal Moors into his presence, ordered them to produce all their 
goods on pain of being thrown overboard. They replied they hfta 
nothing to produce, as all their goods were in Calicut; on which 
Gama ordered one of them to be hound, hand and foot, and thrown 
into the &Ca. The icst, being intimic||Ated by this procedure, imme¬ 
diately delivered up everything beloii*ng to them- which was very 
valuable, all of which was comniitted to the ^'harge of the factor ap¬ 
pointed for conducting the trade at (’ochin, by w'Uose direction they 
wore deposited in one of the Portuguese ships. Gama ordered idl 
children belonging to the ^Moors tc oc taken on boiud one of his 
own ships, and vowed to iiuike them all friars in the Cliureli of the 
Yngin, at Belem, which he afterwai'ds did. 

All the ordiiiary inerchaitdizc belonging to the Moors w'us divided 
among his oivn men; and when all the goods were removed, he 
ordered Stephen de Gama to confine the Moors un^Sr hatches, and to 
set the ship on fire, to revenge the death of some Portuguese "Wbo 
i^ere slain in the factory at Calicut. Soon aftA: the Moors brokd 
open the hatches and quenched the fire; on which the admiral 
ordered Stephen de Gama to lay them aboard. The Moors, rendered 
desperate by this gross inhumanity, defended tliemsclves to the ut¬ 
most, and tmew firebrands into the ship of their captors to set it on fire^ 
Night coming on, Stephen had to desist, but was oidered to watch the 
Moorish ship carefully, that it might not escape ; and w'hen day Ap¬ 
peared, he was again commanded to set the ship on fire, w^hich he di^ 
after forcing the Moors to retreat into the poop. Some of the Maori 
leaped into the sea with hatchets in their hands, and endeavoured to 
swim to the boats of the Portuguese ; but all of them w'ere sltup in 
the water; and those that remained m tlie ship were all drowned, as 
the vessel sunk. It is a dreadful tale, at which every humane heart 
sickens, that of 300 Moors, of whom 30 were ^'oincn, not one escimed 
alive! 

Gama, soon after this massacre, arrived at Canaiior, whore he s^t, 
by his ambassadors, a message to the king, informing him of his sir* 
rivd, and Asking an audience. On this the Hajah ordered a platform 
of timber to be constructed, which projected a considerable way into 
the watAr, covered over with carpets and other rich clothe, wid havin|; 
a wooden partition at the end next the land, odonied in the same 
manner; here the Hajah arrived first, with a multitude of at¬ 
tendants, and the sounds of trumpets and other musical instru¬ 
ment. llie admiral followed in his boat, attended by all the boats ci 
the fleeti decked out with flags and streamers, and with the mudiCt 
al 9 o, of drums and trumpets, and disembarked at tlie outer end of the 
tAatfonfl) under a general salute from the ordinance in the boats, and 
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Nicoompanied by all his captains and a number of men ftilly armed. 
Two great basins of silver gilt, Ailed with branches of coral, and other 
things esteemed of value in India, were borne before him. He was 
cordially welcomed at the door of the Pavilion by the Pajah; they 
tl^en entered it, and, at the Zlajah’s desire, the admiral sat down with 
him. At tills interview a treaty of friendship and commerce was set¬ 
tled, Bud a factory allowed to be established at Canatior, 

The admiial now proceeded in his fleet to the harbour of Calicut, 
where he demanded rc'dress for wrongs previously endured in the 
seizure of goods in the factory, and the slaughter of some of the Por¬ 
tuguese. As this was refused by the time appointed, he, having some 
M^abor prisoners whom he had distributed through the fleet, 
ordered then hunds andfoct to be cut off and sent on shore, with a 
letter written in Arabic to th#Zamoiin, in which he threatened to 
visit liirn in a similar manner for his deceitful conduct, and repeated 
breaches of faith Hie next day the city was cannonaded, by wdiich 
great injury yas done; the royal ])alace was entirely demolished, as 
were several houses belonging to the principal inhabitants. 

From Calicut, the admiral t>*uled lor Cochin, and immediately on 
his casting anchor the rajah sent on board certain hostages to remain 
as sureties; and when do (lama landed the king went in peisonto 
meet him. At this interview tlic rajah delivered up the Portuguese 
who had remained in his country, and the admiral ])icBented a letter 
from the King of Portugal, lotarning thunks for his kindness, and ex¬ 
pressing his satisfaction at a settlenumt ot a factory for trade at 
Cochin. The admiral also delivered a jiresent from the King of Por¬ 
tugal, consisting of a iich goUku crown set wnth jew^els, a gold 
enamelled collar, two nvhly-wrought siUcr fountains, two pieces of 
figured arras, a splendid tent or pavilion, a piece of crimson satin, 
and another of velvet, all of which the rajah received with much sa¬ 
tisfaction. Not being acquainted wdth tlie purpose of some of these 
things, the admiral explained it, and ordered the tent to be set up 
to show its use, under which a new treaty of amity was completed. 
The rajah appointed a house for the use of the Portuguese lactory, 
and all the details were duly WTitten down. The rajah dcliveied 
now a present for the King of Portugal, consisting of tw'o gold brac'e- 
lets, set wnth precious stones, a long sash or turban used by the 
Moors, of cloth of silver; two large paiis of fine Bengal cotton cloth, 
ond a stone to which some magical properties WTre ascribed. 

the ships were taking in their cargoes at Cochin, a message was 
brought to tlic admiral from the Zamorin, engaging, if he would return 
to Calicut, to make a complete restitution of everything that had been 
taken from the Portuguese, and that a treaty of friendship and com¬ 
merce should be immediately arranged between them. After con¬ 
sidering this message the admiral ordered the messenger to be put in 
prison, meaning to take revenge on him in case the Zamorin should 
prove deceitful in this instance, as he had already been in many 
others. After this precaution be went to Calicut, more for the 
purpose of endeavouring to recover the merchandize than from any 
. expectation of procuring the friendship of the Zamorin* For this 
reasomhe took only his own ship, leaving Stephen de Gama in the 
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command at Cochin in his absence* The captains of the fleet were 
much opposed to this rashness ; yet could not persuade liim to take 
a laigcr lbrco> as he said he should be Bufficienlly protected by the 
sqxiaaron of Vincent Sodre, which was cruisuig on the coast, whom 
he could join on any emergency. On las arrival at Calicut the 
Zamorin scut word that he would recompense him next day for all the 
goods Avhich had been taken from Cabral,, and would afterxvards 
renew the trade and settle the factory on a proper fooling. But ns 
soon as he understood that the admiial had come with so small a 
foice, he commanded thirty-four paraws to be got in readiness with 
all expedition, for the purpose of taking his ship. And so luicx- 
pectedly did these assail hxin, that the admiral was forced to cut one 
of his cables and make out to seaward, which he wis fortunately 
enabled to do as the wind came off from the land. Vet the paraws 
pursued him so closely that he must infallibly have been taken, if it 
had it not been foi the squadron of Sodre making its appem.incc, on 
sight of Avhicli the parawh gaxe over the c'ha&c and retired to Calicut. 

On hihielurn the adiniral immediately oidercd the messenger of 
the Zamorin to be hanged. The failure of tliU treacherous attempt 
ugMiusi (Jama gave much etmccin to the Zainoiiu, who now resolved 
to try if lie could induce the liapih of Cochin to K.fii'-e a loading to 
the J*oitugue.se. and to send away their factory fiom his port. With 
this view lie tiansmitted a letter to that prin^ e in the following terms: 
--‘*1 am iiifoiinrd that you favour the C’hn^tiauH, whom you have 
admitted into your city, and ‘supplied with gooih *iind proM'^ions. It 
ia possible you may not noe the dangci of this proceduio, and may not 
know how (iisph^asing it is to me, J request ot jou to reiiicmbcr the 
fneudbhip ■which has hithiTto subsisted between us, and that you now 
incur my displeasure for so small a matter in suppoiting these (hiiistian 
robbers, who are accustomed to plunder the c ouutries belonging to other 
nations. My dcsiie is, thczefoic, that foi the future you may neither 
receive them into youi* city, nor give them spicv's; by which 30 U will 
both do me a great plcasiue, apd uill bind me to requite your friend¬ 
ship in whatever way you may desire. I do not more earnestly urge 
these things at the present time, being convinced you will comply 
without farther entreaty, as I would do for you in any matter ol im¬ 
portance.*’ 

The Bajah of Cochin answered in the folkrwing terms :—That he 
knew not how to expel the Christians from his city, whom he had re¬ 
ceived as friends, and to whom he hud passed hie word for trade add 
amity. He denied that his friendly reception of the Christians could 
be construed as an offence to the Zamorin, as it was the custom in the 
ports of Malabar to favour all merchants who resorted thither fbr 
trade; and declared lus resolution to maintain his engagements invio¬ 
late to the Portu^reso, who l^d brought great sums ofgold and silver, 
and large quantities of merclmndize, into his dominions, in the course 
of their trade/* The Zamorin was much offended by this answer of 
the Bajah of Cochin, to whom he wrote a second time, advising him 
eamcatly to abandon the Portuguese, if he had any respect for his own 
welfare. The B^jah of Cochin was not to be moved, either by the 
persuasions or thxcatenings of thfi Zamorin, and sent a loply to his 
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second letter, in which he declared lie should never be induced to 
commit a base or treacherous action by fear of the consequenccB, and 
was resolved to persist in maintaining his treaty of trade and amity 
^itli the Portuguese. Finding that he could not prevail on the Rajah 
of Cochin to concur with him,lu* commanded tvrcnty-ninc large ships 
to be fitted out, in order to assail the Portuguese fleet wlien on its 
return homewards, exwccing he should be able to destroy them with 
more ease when fully laden. 

The Rajah of Cochin gave no intimation to the admiral of the 
letters and messages which had been interchanged between him and 
the Zamorin, until he went to take leave; at which time he declared 
he w^ould hazard the loss of his dominion to serve the King of Por¬ 
tugal. Tlie admiral, after many expressions of gratitude for his 
friendly disposition and honourable regard ior his ongagments. assured 
him that tne king, his master, would never forgot the mimoious 
demonstrations he had given of friendship, and would give him such 
Ussistance as should not only enable him to defend his <iwii domi¬ 
nions, but to reduce other countries under hib authority, lie desired 
him not to be in fear of the Zainonn, agauist whom there should 
' henceforwaxds be Carried on so fierce a war that he would have 
enough of employment in defending himself, instead of being able to 
attack othcis. In this the general alluded to the aid wdiich the rajah 
might expect from the ships that w^re to remain in India, under the 
command of Vincent Soclio. All this conversation took place in 
IKresenco of many of the principal nayres, at wdiich circumstance the - 
ri^ah was much pleased, as he knew' these people were in friendship 
With the Moors, and h’xd opposed the grant of a factory to the 
]?ortuguesc at Cochin. 

llaving completed the loading of ton ships, the admiral sailed from 
Cochin on his homeward-bound voyiigo , and when about three 
leagues from Pandarenc ho descried the Moorish fleet of tw'enty-ninc 
^ ships coining tow'ards him. After consulting with the captains 
of his fleet, and tlie wind being favourable for the purpose, he imme¬ 
diately bore dow'n to engage tliem. The ships commanded by Vincent 
Sodre, Pedro Raphael, and Diego Perez, being very good sailors, 
closed up first with the enemy, and imiHediatcly attacked two of the 
largest snips of the Moors. Hodre fought with one of these alone, 
and Ra2>hnel and Peroayissailed the other. Almost on the first onset 
^eat numbers of the enemies were so dismayed, that they Icajicd 
into the sea to escape by sw'imming. On the coming up of Gama 
with the rest of the fleet, all the enemies' ships made off as fast as they 
could towards tlie shore, except tlrose two which beset at the first, 
and were unable to escape, were accordingly taken possession 
of. Gama, considering that all his ships W'orc richly laden, would 
not pursue the flying enemy', being afraid he might lose some of his 
the shoals; but sent some me#in boats, and slew about three 
hundred of the Moors, w'ho had endeavoured to save themselves )>y 
Bwmmmg from the Jwo caiitured ships. These vessels wpre accordingly 
dischaigod of their cargoes, w'hich consisted of great quwtities of rich 
jperchandizo—among which were six large pQ;rccIam jars, which ww 
very rare, costly, and much admired in Portugal ^ ipitt large ve^els of 
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silver, and many silver perfuming pans; also, mapy basons of sUver 
gilt. But what exceeded all the rest was a golden idol of thirty 
pounds weight, with a monstrous face. The eyes of this image were 
two very fine emeralds, ITie vestments were of heutcii gold, richly 
■wrought and set with precious stones ; and on the breast was u large 
carbuncle or ruby, as large as the coin called a cruzado^ which shone 
like fire. 

The goods being taken out, the two ships were set on fiic, and the 
admiral made sail for Cananor, where the rajah gave him a house 
for a factory, in which Oonzalo Qill Barbosa ivas settled as factor, 
having Sebastian Alvarez and Diego Oodino and others for assistants, 
in all to the number of twenty. Ine rajali undertook to protect these 
men, and all that might be left in the factory, and bound himself to 
supply lading in spices to all the ships of the King of Portugal, at 
certain fixed prices. In return for these favourable conditions, the 
admiral engaged, on behalf of*the King of Portugal, to defend the 
rajah in all wars that might arise from this agreement; arranging for 
p«Q<‘C and friendship between the Kajahs of Cochin and Cananor, and 
that the latter should give no aid to any one who might make war 
upon the former, under the pain of forfeiting the friendship of the 
Portuguese, After this, the admiral gave orders to Vincent Sodre 
to protect the coast with his squadron till the month of February; 
and if any war should hi oak out or seem probable between the 
Zamorin and Tnmumpara, he %vas to winter in Cochin, for the pro¬ 
tection of that city; otherwise he was to set sail for the straits of the 
lied Sea, to make prizes of all the ships belonging to Mecoa that 
traded to the Indies, 

All these matters being properly arranged, Gama departed from 
Cananor for Portugal, on the 20rh December, 1502, with thirteen ships, 
richly laden, three of which had taken in their cargoes at Cananor, 
and ihc other ten nt Cochin, The whole fleet arrived iu safety at 
Iklo/iUnbique, where the ship commanded by Stephen dc Gama, having 
sprung a leak, was unladen, and laid on shore to be repaired. Seven 
da}s after their departure tiv>iu Mozambique the ship commanded hy 
Lewis Colhnho sprung a gicat leak, and they were forced to endeavour 
to return to Mozamliiquc to repnn' her; but the wind being contrary, 
they had to do this in a creek on the coast. Continuing their voyage, 
they were assiailed by a sudden tempest off Cape Corioutes, in which 
t)ic ship commanded by Stephen dc Gama had her sails dl split by 
the storm, owing to which she w^as separated from the fleet, and no 
more seen till six days after thcanival of the admiral atTisbon, when 
she come in with her mast broken. The storm having abated, during 
which the fleet took shelter under tlie lec of Cape Coirfcntes, the adhdral 
prosecuted his voyage to Lisbon, aud arrived safe at Caacais on fbe 1st 
of September, 1503. All the noblemen of the court went to C^cais 
to receive him honourably, and to accompany him to the presence of 
the king. On his way to court he was ^irecedcd by a page carrying 
a silver basin, in which was the tribute from the King of QuBoa. 

king received him with gi'cat honour, as he justly merited for his 
services in discovering the Indies, and in settling factories at Cochin 
and Cananor, to the great profit of the kingdom* In reward for these 
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brilliaot scrviccSi the kiag made him Admiral of the Indies, and 
likewise gave him the title of Lord of Yidegueyia, which was bis 

Own* 


CHAPTER IV. 

% 

DISOOV£RlES or MENDrZ FINIO AND MAr.LLL\^^ 

Among the early European adventurers in the Indian seas Ferdi- 
. nnnd Mender Pinto obtained groat distinction. So strange, hov\(*ver, 
were the tidings ho brought, that one of our dramatists says “ Fer¬ 
dinand Mendez Pinto was but a type of thee, thou liar of tlie first 
magnitude.” But, like several of his brethren in navigation, he ic- 
gained his loputation, and many of his most startling statements were 
an^ly confirmed by other and credible witne&'^es. 

, Pinto was born of pour parents at Moiitemorvolho, in Poitugal, and 
determined in early life tu embark fur India, and expose hhn-«clt to 
any fortune, gbod or bad, which might theie befal him. On arriving 
atl>iu, Pinto found a captain of his acquaintance just setting sail, on 
a mission to the Red Sea, whom, being flattered with the hope of bo- • 
coming rich at once, he was induced to uccomp<uiy. They iiist landed 
nt Massua, and proccedi^d to the Abissinian coast. The alliance of 
Portugal bein" then dc-^irecl agaiu&l the Tuiks, procured them an ('x- 
te^ent reception. The son of the Bahanirga&h esrm ted them, u ith a 
body of hoise, to the resulouco of the queen mother, Thai princess 
held out to them the stafl in her hand to kiss; absured llicm that 
thoit^ arrival was grateful t(j her as tlic nightly dew to the iresli 
garden, and ab the arrival of Queen ILdtmii had been to the Holy 
Land. They were luagnificeiitly lodged, and prehcntcd u ith a sum of 
money, amounting to 210 ducatb, 

" Setting sail, then, foi the pint of Aikeeko, they saw at a distance 
three Turkish vcsbcls, whiih they iin igincd would ho a great prize. 
By incredible efforts of rowing they succeeded in coming up, uhen 
these proved to be galleys, w-ellarmi'd; whereupon the PortuguthO 
turneck and sought to make off much more eagerly than they had en¬ 
deavoured to ad\ance, but ivith le^s succcsb. The Turks, kuisting all 
their ssils, soon reached and, after an obstinate resibtauce, captured 
^om« The killed were cut in quarters and hung at the mainyaid, in 
token of victory. Puito, and the other survivors, were carried into 
Mocha, and paraded through the streets. An unbounded zeal w'as 
then enkindled to maltreat them to tlie utmost possible extent, the 
caci assurine the people that bv so doing they would obtain plenary 
fodulgenoe jfor all their sins. Even the women and children, though 
eonfln^ to the house, came to the windows, collected and threw over 
upon them all the refuse and filtli which the houses afforded. 
At night they were thrown into a dungeon, and kept there for fifteen 
davs, Without any food, except a little barley meal, soaked in water* 

Pinto Avas then sold for a slave; but, being trunsfene'd to various 
masters, he was brought to Ormus, where he was redeemed by the 
Portuguese government. He then embarked for India, on board an 
armament commanded hy Gonznlo Vaz Coutiuho* Meeting with a 
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^Turkish galley, they attacked it, contrary to the advice of their ally 
the Queen of Onor, -who assured them they would iind her too hard 
for them* They were accordingly beat off, with dreadful loaa, and a 
great number killed, among whom was a son of the governor himself, 
^ey were then so unreasonable as to upbraid the queen, as having 
aided in this di'cadful catastrophe, though she solemuly protested that 
her dismay could not have been deeper had she been compelled to eat 
a piece of cow's fleshy than it w'as at the (heoster wdiich had befallen 
the Portuguese* Tliey were obliged, therefore, to make the best of 
their way to Goa, where Piuto hired himself as a soldier to¥edro de 
Faiia, mIio uas going as goveinor to Malacca. There his conduct 
seems to have been much uppioved; and he was employed in em¬ 
bassies und transactions M^ith s(*veral of the princes, both on the con¬ 
tinent and tlie neighbouring shore of Sumatra. 

At IcngthJjhfell in with one Antonio dc Faila, who had fitted out 
a great eomi^Mlal concern to be sent up the gulf of Siam, and who 
induced Pinto to embark in the cxpcdilioa. They put on ^boai'd a 
large cargo, purcliused chiefly on credit, in sanguine nqpes, from re¬ 
ports they had heard, of gaining 600 per cent., and then at once 
^ecomiug lich men. The issue presented a sad reverse. Entering 
^le liver of Imgor, an Arab junk attacked them; lances, darts, ana 
stones bt^gan to rain like hail, till not one of the crew remained with¬ 
out a wound. All losistance then ceased ; when the Moors rushed on 


boaid, und began killing outright all who remained alive. Pinto, 
with three others, leaped into tlie sea; and though one was dro^vnod, 
the rest leached shore. • 

They found thmselves in the heart of a moiass, W'oundcd, stripped 
of everything, and in danger of perishing with hunger. They speot 
six days in a place so euvyoncd with maishes, that fiiey were unable 
to extricate themselves. On the seventh, seeing a huge bark passing 
up the river, they fell on then knees, and, lifting up their hands, 
hcgaii, in the moht doleful ciies, to implore help. The sailors were^ 
passing on ; but an old lady eamc up from below, and commiserat^w 
the sad spectacle, insisted that the sufierers should be taken on boafC 
On hearing their story, she assured them that their wrongs and 
misciieH, great as they wxre, did not equal hers, of which she gave, 
indeed, ti most doleful catalogue—that her husband and her three 
sous had been tianq^lcd to death by the elephants of the King of 
Siam; that her three groivn-up daughters had been thrown Into 
hurniiig furnaces, and tlurty-two of lier reldtives had shared the samo^ 
late ; that life was a burden, only alleviated by the opportunities of 
succouring the unhappy. She informed then^ that they werq now 
in the power of (k)ja Acein, who had seen his fiitlicr and two bro¬ 
thers full by the hands of Pinto's countrymen, and whom had 
often heara vowing deadly vengeance on all that bore the name of 
Portuguese. She then refitted the vo)’^agcrs to the utmost of her 
power, and put them in a condition to set out for Patna, where Faria 
was impatiently waiting the results of his adventure. 

Keflecting on the news, he saw the impossibility of ictumiiig to 
Malacca, where he had bonds to the extent of 12,000 crur.ados ready' 
to be exect^ted against him. He, tlierefore, resolved instantly to set 


n 
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out against these robbers, and not to return tUl he had obtained VOn* 
geanee* Finto M^as seized with similar ardour, and promptly devoted 
himself to the same cause. They found no difficulty in coUecting a 
band of volunteers, and even in equi^ing and arming a littlu bark, 
with which they forthwith set sail, '^e rule on which they pro-* 
needed was, to attack every junk they met, and thought themselves 
able to take, under the idea that it might possibly be that of Coja 
Aoem; but when found otherwise, it was not thought necessary to 
alter the mode of treatment. In this manner, sailing along the coasts 
of Cambodia, Cochin China, and Chiampa, they, doing much wrong, 
obtained considerable wealth. 

Having now acquired three junks and a smaller vessel, they 
anchoreef in a bay where they saw approaching four lonteas, whence 
issued a loud concert of musical instruments. Uic lanteas remained 
for about two hours at a little distance, us if watchiu|ri||e voyagers, 
when one of them approached, on the arrival of wlucHmFortuguesc’ 
learned that this was tlie escort of a bride of distinction, daughter of 
the governor of the neighbouring town, wlio was coming to meet her 
destined husbimd, and had supposed that their armament w as his. 
The bride hud been much sui-prised and dismayed at his not having 
come immediately on boai*d; she wrote, therefore, u long letter, pro^ 
fessing her tender love, and her earnest desire to see him. She con- 
(dudou by warning huu to beware, lest, if he delciyed tillto-monow's 
dawn, he should no longei find her among the living. 

As soon as the lantea w'as seen approaching, Faria had caused all 
/^le Portuguese soilois to go beneath, and only the Chinese to remam 
dedc. At their invitation the bride’s uncle, witlftwo others, came 
board, when they were instantly seized and put under hutches. 
The Fortuguese then tlirew a rope round the mast of the lantea, to 
prevent its escape, and immediately boarded and toolc it. They then 
pushed forward to the other throe lanteas, and entered, without re* 
flistonce, that in which the bride was, the other two escaping. Most 

the ladies on board being stricken in years, were judged not worth 
lOtaining, and therefore put on shore. The captors kept only tire 
bride, her tw^o brothers, mi tw'enty mariners, w'ho w'cre of use to 
them in navigating the junks. 

They then put to sea, and soon met five lanteas, whence the sounds 
of music and rejoicing intimated that it was the bridc'groom coming 
in triumj^h to meet his bride. As he passed along, the Portuguese 
gave liim a salutation, which he gaily returned, little suspecting that 
they were bearing for ever away from him the object of his affection. 
It was not long, however, before calamity befel them. Sailing near the 
jUidrone islands, tliey were overtaken by a violent tempest that 
dashed all the four junks to pieces; while, of upwards of 500 men 
that composed the crew, not more that 50 escaped. They found 
themselves on a marshy desolate shore, stri];>ped of all their wealth, 
destitute of everything, and ready to perish. 

It was not long, however, before a sail appeared in.the distance^ 
whereupon the Portuguese, by Faria’s direction, hiding themselves 
in a w ood, saw^ a lantea approach, out of which came about thirty 
Odiiese, who, having fastened Hie vessel, left it, and began to nua 
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confusedly about; catting wood, washing their linen ^ Wrestling, and 
amusing themselves with various pastimes. Faria then called togothor 
his men, and prepared them to attack the Chinese, and on an ap-> 
pointed signal, tlie Portuguese sprang out of their ambuscade, cut t!m 
ropes, and throwing themselves into the lantea, pushed it out to sea. 
The unhappy Chinese Tu<%licd to the shore, with cries of despair; bait 
a lire was immediately opened, which obliged them to retreat into 
wood. The Portuguese found on boaid *oiily a Uttlo boy, who told 
them, with floods of tears, that the liintea belonged to his father, and 
rontaincd all the wcaltlx he had acquired by thirty years of unremit¬ 
ting industry; and that beuig on his way to a port in Camboia, he had 
touched at this island for water, where he had been deprived of 
his all. 

The Poituguesc, being now masters oftlic vessel, sailed for Lumi* 
f)oo, and anchored in a river where some other ships were also 
It then occuirod to them, that they might advantageously secure an 
:u cession t<i their force. At midnight they brought themselves (dose 
to a junk, and leaping on bo;u'd, seized the sleeping Chinese, and 
wanuiig them that if emitted the least sound they would iu- 
staiKly be put to death, tli% quietly possessed themselves of the ship» 

and Baited off. 

Sonietimc utter, I'^urui fell in with a native piiate, called Quiay 
Iranian, who inlornicd him that ho had suffered similar vicissitudes. 
of j'oitune with himself; that ho could not now return to his wife and 
cliiUli cn, since the king of tiie country would lyidoubtedly conflraite 
:ill Ins offocts, as he had done to many for much smaller offences; that 
he WAS, therefore, willing to join company, on condition of rec^vil^ 
a tliird of the gtiins, to which Faria fully agreed. Soon after a memo- 
lablc event took place, 'fhey met at sea wdtli a boat in which were 
eight wounded Puitugucso, who told them that their armament had 
been attacked by a inratc, who had taken everything, they oxdgf, 
escaping in this little boa^ They added that this pirate was 
Acem. Faria started at the name, and eagerly inquiring where w 
enemy was to be found, learned that lie was at the mouth of a neigh* 
bouring liver, and must be much shattered by the recent engagment* 

All sails were immediately hoisted; and, after two days’ pro g re ss ^ 
they came at night-full to a spot where the people of a boat mformed 
them that Coju Acem’s armament was only two leagues distant. 
waited till near day-break, when they drew very near, unperceivedt 
and hoped to surprise the enemy. But his pursuits placing him 
always on the watch, an alarum bell was rung and a drcadftil outei^ 
arose. Coja Acem was heard exclaiming, '^Lach! hilach! hiladrl 
lach! Musselmen! just men of the holy law of Mohammed, remember 
the promise made by the prophet in the book of Flowers, tliat we 
shall swim in delight tlirough the halls of Mecca, provided we bati^ 
ourselves in the blood of the lawless infidels I ” Faria encouraged his 
men by exclamations which he considered equally effective. With 
great fury the battle raged fur a long time. At length, Coja Acem 
rushing ibrwards, Faria sprung upon him, and wi^ a blow of his 
tvra-edged sword cleft his cap of m^, and laid him at his feet; then, 
with a second stroke, severed his limbs from his body. Thus fell tUs 
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tenrible eliiof, wbo gloried in the name of ‘‘ Drinker of thfc blood of tbt 
I^Ntiigueae.” Ilis men made a funous stand foJi yengeance, but were 
itt length overpowered* driven out of the ship, hunted into the Jieigh- 
iKmring villagPR* and almost all cut to pieces. Faria then restored 
to hifi Portuguese informants the junk that had been taken from 
them, east the dead into the sea* and divided the booty among his 
followers. 

After a few further advances, Faria was told of an i.slaud called 
’Calemplin* on the coast of China, wherein were the tombs of sixteen 
Chinese kings in golden coffins, with other immense treasures and 
wonders, such as Pmto scarcely dares to recount; but he wa^ assured 
that they might be sci/.ed without any tiouble or dilKiulty, except 
that of sailing to the place. I'aria ic'solved to set out without :i ^ 
mojuent's delay in seaich of this wonderful island. After bailing ir.i 
two or three months along the coast of (Huna, and tluough the gnlpii 
ofNanquin, he arrived in sight of it. It was about tluce houi'- idEiT 
•unset, but a blight moonlight enabled tboni to discover an kIiIilc, 
the view' of Vhich struck them with the deepest astoidshineut. 
Neither in the Indies, noi in any oihcr part of the woild, had tlu‘y 
feeu anything which could bear a cornpmson w'ltli it. It w<u> an 
Waad at the mouth of a iivei, about a league in circuit, completely 
C^tvironed \\iX\i a wall of ja'^per, the matei lals of whuh \vt ic so nicely 
j|i^ed.that it appeared all one stone. iL w'as adorned along the top 
with ballustrades of brass, liuving each a female figure o^cr them, and 
behind a row of monsters, holding each other by the liand, and going 
lOl round the w'all. Within w as a grove of orange ti'eoh, cneltising 
three hundred and sixty lierimtagcs dedicated to tlicdaybt^f the yetu. 
On the shore opposite appeared a ciow'd of magnitkent cditices, tlic 
{MfUiffcclcH of which were all gilded, so that it appealed a city of gold. 

This spectacle'excited at once in Faria the utmost dcgice of de.sue 
'‘‘juA fear, for it appealed scarcely possible that suen treasures should 
be carefully guarded. lie laudcvl, how^cver, with '-ixty of his 
meny and proceeded to the door of one of the hernutages. ()u knock¬ 
ing, fi mild voice answered them from within, that by goiiur lound 
rfkey W'ould find an eatiance. They entered, and found a \ciy agvd 
silting, having a majestic appcaiaucc. Fuiianow' said that they 
'JiMWe poor shipwrecked mai'iueis, reduced to the gicalcst exLroniity, 
#ltd entreated that he w-ould bestow upon them stane little alin^. 'rin* 
jbmnit replied only by the bittciost reproaches, whn h appealed 
"bM^eountable, until we find that, while Faria ivus speaking, the 
J^tUrgucse, having rushed on tlte colHus which w'lro ringed about 
the xupm, had begun emptying their contents on the noor, foi ilie 
••ke of the silver mixed with the bones. 


At this spectacle the hermit fell into the most dreadful agonies, 
and several times swooned away. He aaid that this silver was the 
ihiitof the alms w'hichthc dead liad collected during life, and w^s 
destined to supply their W'ants ui tlie nu>uu to which they weie gone, 
Faria assured the hmnit that he cnteied leluctantly on tliis afiuir, 
and only from the diead that his comiudes would kill him in cose of 
X^UBul; at the BDmo time making signals to them to proceed, lie 
Msured the hermit, liowcver* that hu would atojie for tlt».) deed in duo 
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time by penance and restitution. After the bones had 
tlioroughlj* ransacked, lio caused them to be collected and put h^ek 
into theeoliins, urhich appeared to afford the hermit some consolation. 

Faria declined the advice of his followers, to carry off this aged 
person with them; but he had scarcely reached the ship, when' 
the highest pinnacle of the island was illumined by a blaze of llra^' 
and a tremendous roar of bolls was heard from every part of it.' 
The Chinese on board cried out that these were the signals of alarm, 
and that unless ho wished to sacrifice all their lives he must instantly' 
fly, Faria, almost frantic at this disaster, and his own share in pro-" 
clucing it, leaped on shore with a few of his followers, rushed into 
one of the hermitages, and found two men, who fully confirmed all' 
his ajtpreliensions, and assured him it would be almost impossible to 
c»5C'aj)c, In deep dis-tress they pushed out to sen, and sought tbo 
most unfrequented parts of the coast; but a violent tempest arising, 
drove them upon an unknown shore among rocks, when, the stomi 
greatly increasing, they soon gave themselves up for lost. At mid*' 
night, amidst the roaring of the waves, a loud cry arose from FarinV 
vc'^sel, but it was never hcaid of more. 

That in which Pinto was, struck, and of tivcnty-five Portuguese 
fourteen reaelied the land before it was dashed to pieces. Again 
they wcie leduccd to the greatest disticss. After begging 
bread for some time, they were taken u]»; and being made slaves, 
Avere cairied sucijcssively to Nauquin and Pekin, After being de¬ 
tained a long* time in this captivity, a great revolution took place bjjT 
the invasion and conquest of China by an .army of Tartars.- The city 
<»f Qnansi, where the Portuguese weic, being subdued by the 
dt IS, the curiosity of the prince At'as excited by the appearance of 
Ihnlo and his companions. So fai did tliey gain his favour, that hO 
attached them to an embassy he was sending to the court of Cochin- 
cluna, with directions that they should be there provided AVith a 
vessel to convey them to Malacc a, Put in a port whore they touched, 
the Portuguese quarrelled, and the chief of the embassy declaring he 
would have nothing to do Avith such rufBans, left them to them¬ 
selves. 

'Iliey now hired themselves as sailois in a vessel going to Japan, 
and were lauded at Buiigor. There I^into cured the daughter of the 
king, or governor, for which he received ample presents, and was 
piovidcd Avith a ship to carry him to his destination. A storm 
now arising, the vessels Avero dashed to pieces, and the murinera 
Avere thrOAvn on the great Loochoo Island, in so miserable a condiUoQ 
that some of them expired before they vould reach the nearest vill^e. 
To the others, the inhabitants shoAA^ed the kindest sympathy. Tm 
w'omen not only brought an immediate supply of rice, fish, and fruits, 
but employed six of their number to go throu^ the streets, inviting 
all the charitably-disposed to moke a contribution to the services ctf 
the unhappy^ strangers. So ample was the contribution Aat idl thdr 
wants were supplied. 

In a few days orders arrived to bring him to the town of Bungor, 
eight miles distant, for the purpose of l^g examined by the govemor. 
He suepected them of much evil, and brought various chargesikgfiiiitft 
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ihA Portuguese* rrlien they succeeded in obyiating his objections. But 
on unlooked-for event occurred. A Chinese merchant arrived, who, 
the instant he beheld the adventurers, hastened to the king, and 
expressed his astonishment that he should suffer such persons to exist 
in iiis dominions. He declared that they were the greatest ruffians 
on the face of the eartli; that robbery and piracy wero their sole oc¬ 
cupation ; and that their hands were dyed in blood. Only last year, 
he said, they had burned three junks, and killed two hundred men 
bdonging to him< 'Ihis statement had such an effect on the king, 
tlKit he gave instant orders for all the Forttiguesc to be put to death. 
The people of Bungor were greatly affected by this intelligence, and 
SO powerful an appeal wasmaclc to the king on behalf of the condemned, 
th-at he not only remitted the sentence of death, but ordered 
that the Portuguese should be provided ■with a vessel to convey them 
wherever they were destined. In return for the kindness thus expe- 
xienced, Pinto continues his narrative thus far with a description of 
the island, and an earnest exhortation to his countrymen to undertake 
ilS conquest without dclaj'! Pinto now soon reached Malacca; he 
was subsequently sent on missions to Martaban, Siam, and tTapan, 

^ thenceforth pursued a more orderly, though less eventful course. 
SCe arrived at Ijisbon, where he took up his residence, on the 22nd of 
SMvtember, 1658. 

Perdinand de Magellan, a Portuguese, in conjunction with Buy 
Polero, formed the bold design of discovering a new passage by the 
west to the Molucca Islands, which be offered to provb fell within 
title bounds assigned by the Pope to the crown of Castile. It is said 
^hat he first proposed this enterprise to Emmanuel, King of Portugal, 
who rejected it, as opening a way for other nations to the East 
ladies, the trade of which was then monopolized by the Portuguese. 

' The proposition was, however, agrood to by the King of Spain; and 
eil1hc2Qth of September, 1619, Magellan sailed from San Lucar, 
with five ships and 236 men under bis command. His officers soon 
murmured at their appointments, considering it as a disgrace to be 
commanded by a renegade Portuguese; and when, the fleet was lying 
. at a port in South America, which they named San Julian, n con¬ 
spiracy M'as formed against him by three of the captains, but he dis- 
' covered and quelled it. Ho caused the captain of one of the ships 
to be put to death; he boarded the second, and secured the mutineers; 
and the tliird submitted. 

The coast on which thev lay was that of Patagonia, Soon after 
they reached a cape, to which they gave tho name of De las Virgines, 
foming tlie straits which now bear name of Magellan. He exerted 
all his authority to induce his men to venture on the unknown 
Damage, with the view of crossing a vast ocean beyond it, at the 
uaaid of running short 4if provisions, of which a supply for threi^ 
Itetmtha was all t^t was remnining. One of his ships abandoned him, 
sad made the bent of her way to Europe; but the rest proceeded, 
and on the 27th of November they discovered the South Hea, which 
caused Magellan to shed tears of joy. They continued their voyage 
oerosB this ocean, now visited for the first time hy Europeans, and 
were not long bofbre they suflUred those evils from famine whichfhey 
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had apprehended. So extreme was the neccsity to which they weie 
reduced* that the men ate the hides with which the rigging was 
ooTered, The weather proved so uniformly calm and temperate* that 
they gave to the ocean the name of Pacihe. The Straits of Marian 
are a narrow passage between the island of Terra del Fu^o and the 
southern extremity of the continent of America. Other nav^ators 
subsequently passed the same way; buj( os these straits are ex¬ 
ceedingly difficult* and subject to storms* it became common turail 
round by Cape Horn rather than through the Straits of Magellan. 

Magellan discovered the Indian Archipelago* to some island of 
which he gave the name of Ladrones, or islands of tho thieves, bedwiise 
the natives evinced a pilfering propensity* in their intercourse widi 
his people. He remarks that the canocs of the islanders were oddly 
contrived, but sailed wdth -wonderful rapidity. The construction of 
such a vessel is a direct contradiction to the practice of the rest 
mankind ; for as others make tlie head of their vessels diffluent 
from the stem, but tho two sides alike, this Indian vessel* on the 
contrary, hasher head and stern exactly alike, but heV two sides very 
different; the side intended always to be the lee-sido being flat* isoia 
the -W'indvrard-sidc made rounder* in the manner of other vessels. 
And to prevent her oversetting, which, from her small breadth an4 
the sfraight run of licr leeward Bide, -would* -withaut this precaution* 
infallibly happen, there is a frame laid out from her to wmdward*, to 
tlie end of which is fastened a log, fishioned into the shape a 
small boat,* and made hollow. The weight of, the frame is intended 
to balance the ves¬ 
sel, and the small 
boat is, by its 
buoyancy, as it 
alw'ays is in the 
water, to prevent 
her oversetting to 
windward : this 
liame is usually 
called m\ outrig¬ 
ger. The body of 
the vessel is made 
of two pieces, 
joined cndw'ays, 
and sewed to¬ 
gether with bark, 
ibr there is no 
iron used about 
her. She is about 
two inches thiik 
at ^ the bottom, 
which att|ie gun¬ 
wale is reduced 
to less than one. 

Tho vessel ge¬ 
nerally carries six 
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or ftcveu Indians ; two of which, are placed in the head and stem, who 
atecr the ycsscI altematdy with a paddle, according to the tack she 
goes on, he iu the stern being the steersman. The other Indians are 
employed, either in baling out the water which she accidentally ships, 
or in setting and trimmiug the sail. As the bow and stern arc alike, 
so, by only shifting the saal, the vessel can sail either backward or for¬ 
ward, wiUrout putting about. These vessels are called proas. As the 
term proa in Spanish in equivalent to the English prow, both signifying 
the head or fore part of a vessel, the primary expression from which 
t|iey arc derived convcjmig the idea of that which inojccls or 
stretches forward, it is probable that the Spaniards bestowed the njnie 
proa on these vessels from their siagnlar construction. 

The Ladroncs, and clusters of islands between them and the 
ftouthem cxtr(*mity of China, are so near to each other and to the 
main land, and arc also so broken, as well as so irregular in their form 
and position, as to appear like fragments disjointed from the cuu*- 
tinent, and from each otlicr,* at remote periods, by the successive 
violence of mijjhty torrents, or of some sudden convulsions ol nature. 
1%U8, the rouglinees of the coasts ol these islands, on which the waves 
break with fury, combined with their position in reference to the 
trade winds, drove the natives to verify the adage, that " necessity 
is the mother of invention.” The proas, by sailing most excellently 
in a wind, and with either end foremost, can run from one of these 
islands to the other and hack again, only by sluicing the sail, without 
eVGo: putting about; and by the flatness of their Iccside, and their 
small breadth, they are capable of lying much nearer tlic wind than 
any other vessel hitlieito known. The islands have been termed 
hslxs dc las Velas (lalands of tlic Sails), from the great number of 
proas which usually put out to meet any hlxip which may anchor 
there. 

Here wc rlobc our act.ouut of the rortugucbc, with the leinaik 
that, so long as Ll^bou enjoyed the exclusive monopoly of Indian 
commerce, she sat as queen among the cities of the iialions ; but her 
glory w'as of short duration. Scarcely had one century run its course, 
when Amsterdam became the emporium of eastern trade instead of 
> Usbon, As the latter sank, the former rose to proud distinction; 
imd when Portugal might almost bo said to be blotted out from the 
nixp of independent sovereignties, Hollnud Avas enabled to assume 
tbo rank of a first-rate powci in the balance of Em ope. 

# 


CHAPTER V. 

. EASTUKN ENTmiriUBES OF TUT. ENOCIbU, AND TitE HIUIT CIUCUM- 

KATIGATION OF XIIE CLOEE. 

Ths earliest communication between England and Lidia has been 
traced to a remote period in our history. William of Malmesbury 
zdates that Alfred the Great sent a nuoaion to St. Thomas’s, on the 
-coast of Coromandel, about a.d. 883; and in the ** Saxon Chronicle’* 
we are farther told, that the English Monarch, having heard tliat the 
ChristUa missionarios in India were in great distress, despatched 
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Sighcltnus, one of his favourite priests, to convey hU aims to 
monks of St. Thomas’s. Having executed his commissioiu ho 
returned to England, after an absence of several years, bringing 
with him a considerable number of precious stones, which he dopo« 
sited in the church of Sherborne, iii Dorsetshire, of which see ho 
was created bishop, as a reward for his services. In consequence 
of the splendid account given by Sighclmus of the trade, opulence, 
and luxuries of the E:ist, we are, moreover, assured that Alfred 
caused several ships to be built and equipped, for the special object 
of embarking in the Indian trade; and tliat having lent these ships 
to a few adventurous moi chants, whom he also assisted with money, 
they i)eiloimed some successful voyages to the ports of Syria and 
Egypt, whence they icturned licbly laden tvith Indian commodities. 
It does not, however, appear that the commeicial intercoitrae thus 
begun by the entcrpiising genius of Alfred, was continued for any 
length, or cveii prosecuted with any Regularity during the most 
prosperous peiiod f)t reign. From the death of tbp.t great prince 
to the lime of Umry VIII., England was supplied vrixh the commo« 
diucs of the East by the Venetians and the Florentines. 

After the Norman Conquest, an evmt which contributed to increasO 
the external rommeri'c ol England, a ship of considciable burden wot 
sent annually from Vi nice to the port of Southampton, laden with 
the various products of India. As the Engll^h barons advanced in 
wealth and civilization, they acquired a biste for luxuries, and the 
demand for eastern commodities was confceqwntly augmented. In 
the leign of Edward III. the Venetian merchants employed five ships ' 
m the English trade; and the principal part of the caigoea of these 
vessels consisted in sugar, spicciies, and aromatics, which were much 
u^ed at the tables of men of laiik. These valuable articles, together 
with sdk and cotton stuffs, were paid lor paitly in specie, and paitly 
in woollen*^, untanned leather, and tin; but as the prices of the eastern 
conimocbtic's wore very exorbitant, the bal.ince of trade \ims in favour 
of the A^cnetiiins ; yet, notwithstanding this circumstance, and the 
superiority of English shipping and seamen to those ot any other 
country, neither the statesmen nor the merchants of England used 

anv endeavour to embaik in this lucrative branch of commerce_a 

sufficient proof not only^f the want of a tiading capital, but of tho 
total absence of that speculative spirit which is the living principle of 
all commercial pursuits. Hence the English were contented to 
leccivo through tlio Venetians those commodities on which they 
placed so high a value, and in which they must have been sensible 
they would have derived more advantage by trading themselves. 
But when the discovery of the passage round the Cape of Good Hope 
threw the Indian trade iiico the hands of the Portuguese, and Lisbon 
became the great emporium for the productions of the East, tho 
merchants of liondon imported them from that city on their owh 
account, and conveyed them to the Thames in their own ships. 

About this period Mr. Hobert Thotne, a merchant in London, pre¬ 
sented a memorial to Henry the Eighth, setting forth the great advaQ* 
tages that would accrue to the nation by opting a direct com- 
xnnrce with India ^ and^ with a view to suit his schome to the nn|» 
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of that prince, he ptoposed to proceed to India by a new 
xOr, 89 the Portuguese had pushed their discoveries to the 
jBait, and the Spaniards to the West, it was an object worthy of the 
English to lay open the navigation of the Northern Ocean. Though 
the project was certainly extremely plausible, it docs not appear that 
Henry ever gave it the smallest encouragement, or even considered its 
m^ticability with that attention which might have been expected 
from him. it was not until the year 1578 that the first light w&b 
thrown on this navigation by Sir Francis Drake. 

This illustrious man was born near Tavistock, in the year lo45. 
He was brought up at the expense, and under the care of his kinsman. 
Sir John Hawkins, and at the age of eighteen W'as the purser of a ship 
trading to Bibcuy. At twenty he made a voyage to Guinea, and at 
twenty-two was made captain of the Judith. He now engaged in 
txpeditions against the Spaniards in the West Indies, in which he 
did his antagonists some mis^ef and obtained considerable boot)'. 

In these enterprises he was much assi<5tod by a nation of Indians, 
who were then engaged in a warfare with tlie Spaniards, The prince 
of this people was named Pedro, to whom Drake presented a fine 
cutlass from his side, which HI saw tlie Indians greatly admired, 
Pedro, in return, gave him five wedges of gold; which Drake threw 
into the common stock, saying that lie thought it but just that such 
89 on his credit bore the charge of so uncertain a voyage, should share 
the utmost that that voyage produced. Then, having embarked his 
men, with all the W'ealth he had obtained, which was vCry consider¬ 
able, he boro away for England. 

Introduced by Sir C^hiistophcr Hatton to Queen Elizabeth, and 
having the countenance and protection of the court, ho proposed to 
take a voyage to the South Seas, through the straits of ilagcllan ; an 
achievement which no Englishman had ever yot attempted. His 
project was well received; tlio Queen furnished linu with inomis, and 
nis owTi fame quickly obtained for him a sufficient force. lIis fleet 
consisted of five small vessels, having on board no more than 104 able 


men. 

Having sailed on the 13th of December, 1577, he soon fell in with the 
coast of fiarbary and (Uipc dc Verde. On the I8th ot March ho passed 
the equinoctial line, made for the coast of J3razil a lew days after, 
and entered the river Plata, where he part('d coinjianjr with tw'o of 
his ships; but having met them again, and taken out their provisions, 
he turned them adrift. On the ‘29th of May he entered the port of 
St. Julian, where he tontmued tw'o inonihh for the sake of lajing in a 
stock of jirovisions. On the 20th of August he entered the straits of 
Magellan, and on the 2dth of September passed them, having only his 
own ship. On the 2')th of November he arrived at Macao, ■which he 
had appointed as the place of rend<*zvou8 in th© event of hia ships 
being separated; but Captain Winter, his vioc-admiral, having re- 
passod the straits, had returned to England. 

Drake thence continued his voyage along the coast of Chili and 
Porn, taking all opportunities of seizing Spanish ships, and attacking 
them on shore, till his men were satiated with plunder; and then, 
coasting Amonca to the height of 4S degrees, ho endeavoured to find 
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a puBBAge that way back into^he Atlantic, butcauldnot^ b<$e4kuait^^ai^ 
ewts. However, he landed, and called the country New iUb£iM^i/ 
taking possession of it in the name and for the use of Queen JBtKS%* 
beth; and, having careened his ship, he set sail from thence, on tw 
29th of September, 1579, for the Moluccas. He is supposed to hav^ 
chosen the passage round partly to avoid being attacked by the 
Spaniards at a disadvantage, and partly becapse, &om the lateness of 
the season, dangcrotis storms and hurricanes were apprehended. 

On the 13th of October he fell in with certain islands, inhabited by 
the most barbarous people he had mot with in all his voyages. On the 
4th of November ho got sight of the Moluccas, and, arriving at Ter- 
nat,c w'as extremely well received by the king of that place. On the 
10th of December he made the Celebes, where his ship unfortunately 
struck nn a rock, but, beyond all expectation, they got her off, and 
continued their course. On the 16th of March he arrived at Java, 
w'hencc he intended to have directed his course to Malacca; but he * 
found himself obliged to alter his purpose, and to think of retundug 
home. On the 15th of June he doubled the Capo of Good Hope, 
having then on board only fitty-sovon men and three casks of water. 
On the 12th of July he passed the line, reached the coast of Guinea 
on the 16th, and there Umk in water. On the 11th ot September he 
made the island of Terceira, and on th<* 3rd of November he entered 
the harbour of riymouth. This voyage round the world was pei- 
formed in two yeais and about ten moniJis, Shortly aftfT his arrival, 
the Queen Ifavmg gone to Deptford, u'cnt on board Drake's ship, and 
there, after dinner, conferred on him the honour of knighthood, at the 
same time doclarhig her approbation of all that ho had done. She 
likewise gave directions lor tliepreserAation ot his ship, as a memorial 
of his own and his country’s glory. A few years atterwards Drake 
WHS iollowed by Cavendish, who performed a similar voyage lU a much 
shorter period. 

In 1591, Mr. Itaymond and Mr. James Lancaster jointly equipped 
three vessels for a voyage to India, with a view- not only to trade widi 
the natives ol tlie East, but to cruise against the Portuguese ships 
returning to Europe. Their voyage, howevoi, provi'd extremely dis¬ 
astrous, and the ships having been wrecked, they returned to England 
without ha\ing accoin{d||hed either purpose. 

The accounts brougn^^y tht»se manners of the facility of trading 
with the natives of llmdoostan, as well as of the general indignation 
which the atroiitics of the Portuguese had excited amongst them, 
operated as a "very powerful inducement with the London merchants 
to engage in the e*istern commerce. They began to speculate on the 
great advantages to be dciivod from it; but, as they had not capital 
enough to carry it on by wi'y of the Caiie of Good Hope, on a scale 
sniBcicntly l^ge to afford them any chance in a competition wdth the 
Portuguese, they re'solved to adopt a more prudent line of conduct^ 
and to endeavour to revive the trade with Syria and Egvpf, which the 
Venetians, irom a relaxation of their former industry, xiad permitted 
to decay. A memorial was accordingly presented to Queem Khzabetb, 
in the year 1594, signed by a considerable numbi^r of the most respect 
olile merchants, in which the national benefits likely to arise from un 
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^tcrn irftdc are exhibited in the most favourable light, and in which, 
therefore, her Majesty is earnestly supplicated to make overtures to 
Turkish government for entering into a treaty of commerce, 
t whereby licr Maj(.•sty’s subjects should obtain such privileges as would 
enable them to open a trade with the merchants of Syria and Egj^pt, 
on the solid grounds of reciprocal advantages and entire confidence. 
The Queen received this proposal with perfect cordiality, ex^nressed 
her satisfaction at the meicantile spirit which was beginning to show 
itself in the country, and assured memoriahsts that she would lose 
no time in complying with so rational and laudable a request. The 
Queen being, besides, always disposed to encourage commercial pro¬ 
jects, and entertaining a favourable opinion of this one, immediately 
despatched letters to the Turkish Emperor at Constantinople, submit¬ 
ting to him certain articles which she proposed as the basis of a treaty 
of commerce. These letters were receiNx*d witli courtesy ; and the 

S osition which they contained being agreed to with the utmost 
Lness, a trfjaty was soon after concluded between the two powers, 
by which the mcrcliants of England obtained privileges, in the ports 
of the Turkish Empire, superit)r to those which had ever before been 
granted to any other nation. Henceforward the commodities of India 
were brought to England in English ships; and the trade thus opened 
with the Turkish empire continued to be conducted wnth unabated 
spirit for many years after the establishment of the East India Com¬ 
pany. 

But this branch of commerce w'as not attended with those 
national advantages which it was expected to produce. From tho 
number of hands through w^luch the eastein coJnmoditics pa^sc{l 
before they reached England, the price put upon them was ne¬ 
cessarily high; and the Ihitch, who liad now established themselYcs 
in various parts of India, and vigorously prosecuted the trade 
thither by way of the Cujie of Good Hope, easily luidcrsold Clio 
En^Ibh and the Turkish merchants, even at the Loudon market. 
This mort5f3'ing circumslancc served to infuse a new spirit into 
the commercial ardour 'which then prevailed, and some of ihc most 
opulent London mcrehants determined, if supported by govern¬ 
ment, no longer to suffer the Portuguese and the Dutch to mono¬ 
polize the valuable trade of India, In drying this detoimina- 
tion into effect, they W(;re assisted bj' the cemurated George, Earl of 
Cumberland, mid a number of gentlemen of independent fortune, 
who agreed to join them in the speculation of fitting out a certain 
number of shix)9 to trade to India, provided they obtcuncd a charter 
from government, giantiiig to those who engaged in this concern, tho 
exclusive pi ivilege of carrying on the commerce betw’cen England 
and India. Upon application being made to the Queen, to know her 
sentiments on this subject, she expressed her approbation of the 
measure, and her desire to give it every encouragement. She had, 
indeed, anticipated the idea of the mcrehants, and with a view to 
realize it successfully, Mr. John Mildenhall, the English consul at 
Constantinople, was sent overland to Hindoostan, charged with letters' 
from Elizabeth to the Emperor Akbar. The object of this mission 
was, to obtain from that prince such privileges for ^e E&glildt 
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merchants ivho c'^ino to the ports of his domiuionSi aa^WQxdd^T^ ' 
them a decided advantage over the other European nattons that/ 
traded thiUicr, 'Phe English ambassador was received at the court 
of Agra with every mark of courtoi^, respect, and distinctiofti^ though 
the artifices that w^ere used by the rortuguese Jesuits, then residing 
at Agra and Delhi, to impress Akbar with an unfavourable opinion 
of the English people, appear to have induced him to reject the 
friendly overtures of Elkabeth, and refuse To accede to her proposahl. 
It is certain ih-it Mildenhall returned to England without having 
attained the purpose of hi^ mift^ioa; but it is not mentioned whether 
he brought any letters from Akbar to Eiiasaboth. 

The Queen, however, did not M'ait for the answer of that monarch 
to decide upon the measure in contemplation; for, on the SUtof 
December, IGOO, about six months subsequent to tho departure of 
Mildenhall from Constantinople, the East India Company wa^ htsti* 
tilted by the grant of a charter from lier majesty. This charted' 'waa 
granted to George, Earl of Cumberland, and two hundred and Mti&en 
knights, aldcimen, and merchants, constituting thorn h body peptic 
and corporate, W'lth a common seal, which they were permitted to 
alter at pleasure, and under the title of the “ Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies.’* 

TJie EnglLsh East India Coinpaify appear to have directed their 
attention to tho Hod Sea, and the coast of Guzerat, in the early part 
of the seventeenth century. Captain Sluirpcy was sent to these two 
destinations in Maicb, 1007. He sailed uninterruptedly round Africa, 
till he came to the island of Pemba, when, from adverse winds and 
currents, he run a considei’uble distance to the south-east; but failed 
to find a favourable breeze. He, however, happily fell in with twelve 
or tliutocu uninhabited islands, wdiich he called “ the Desolate,” bat 
which ho (iosorihes as appearing from thcii* abundant animal and 
vegetable pioducts as an earilily paradise/* Thus refreshed, he 
prt#cedc(l on his ivay, and after long contending with unfavourable 
wii^s, eiiUrcdtlic lied Sea, imdcimcto Aden. The governor received 
lunPuiih all pos^^ible honour, and on returning to the ship, he sailed 
for Mocha, the gi’cat mart ot Aiabi«». Having come down the gulf, 
they toadied at Socotoia; here a violent ^alc ai'use, in wliieh they 
lost two of tlieir anchoij. and, from previous losses, had now only 
two remaiuing. Saihii|pncro&Ei the Indian Ocean they steered fur 
Surat. They wcio wmued that the pa.^sage was dangerous; but, 
uiitfegai ding the caution, they went on. That night tliey struck on 
the bhoals, and next day the vcs'^el w'as utteily wrecked. The crew, 
liOwevcr, providentially escaped by two boats, and ultimately they 
returned lionic. 

A new squadron was subsequently fitted out—the Trados-^Increase, 
i;0ft0 tons, under Sir Henry Middloton; the Peppercorn, of 250 tenrf, 
and the Darling, of 90 tuns, under Captain Dounton. Sir Henry 
touolted at the island ot Socotora, whore he was well received by the 
)|jng; he then steered for Aden. He passed the straits of Bab-cl 
]^||Ludcb, and was run aground by an unskilful pilot on a sand-hank, 
Mocha^ Here, too, Aga paid him, for a time, great attcftcion ; 
length trcacher} osipeared: Sir Henry was struck fium behind, 
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iuUd fell dovm scneeless; then securely pinioned; and, as soon as he 
aho^ved any symptoms of lite, a TurJt took him by each arm, and led 
him to the Aga, niling liini by the Wdy of all the jcw'els about his 

E eraon. At the Aga's he found otliei's ol Jus company “ in like 
eepiug," and was dismayed to learn that eight had been killed and 
fourteen severely wtmnded. Sir Henry, seven others, were 

chained together by the nock, their feet were also chained, and their 
bands fastened so close behind their backs, that the blood was ready 
to burst out at the ends of their lingers. At night the guards, how- 
•vor, took compassion upon them, and afforded thorn some relief. 

In the mean time, as they afffcrwiu'ds heard, a band of Turks was 
sent to captuic the Darling; and so sudden was the attack that three 
men were killed belore the alarm was given. But now the crew 
threw among them a cask of lighted gunpowder, and their assailants 
leaped into the sea, hanging by tlie ship’s side and imploring mercy ; 
this was denied them, and all, wnih the exception of one man who 
hid himself, were put to the swoid. The Aga, exasjierated by tins 
catastiophe, sent foi Sii Heurjs and declared that the order fitnu the 
Grand ISeignior was imperative, to capture all Christians uho should 
come into those seas, much more to Moolia, “the door ot their holy 
city." lie therefore desired that j-he two ships should be biought on 
shore; and Sir lleiuy was then *promiaed the small one, to convey 
home himself and his crew. On Sir Henry absolutely rotusing to do 
i>o, he was treated with the greatest cruelty. Dounton was also 
Eubjeoted to extreme rigour. 

Sir Henry now laid a plan for escape, by beuig put into an empty 
barrel, which was forthAVith curried to sea, and in which lie reached 
the vessel. The same day, two Arabs arrived in a boat, with the 
tidings that the Aga w-as in the greatest rage; that he had caused all 
the prisoners to be cliained by the neck, and was threatening their 
lives, 8ir Henry immediately w'rote, that either the Aga mubt give 
up his men and the vessel, or lie would tire all the ships in the rdhd, 
and do his best to battci the towm about his ears. A long c<n^pj- 
versy follow^cd, w'liich endt»d in some money being paid Sir li^ry 
for the WTongs lie had expcTionced. Middleton subsequently sailed 
to Dabul, on the coast cd (juzerat, wdiere he touiul a little, but not 
fniiHcient, trade. He then steered for theJtcd Sea, and afterwards 
act sail for Sumatra. Dounton, his compamon in bonds, ai>pcais to 
have been with him through a part of his career. ^ 

Wo pause not to track the course of other Englisli voyagers pit 
must now sufhee to observe that the glow ol romantic interest which 
was at first thrown over India was subsequently heightened, ii possi- 
Ne, by tlic vivid representations of its A^arious visitants. Most 
dtUBxling, for example, according to them, was the splendour of the 
Court of the Great Mogul. The English Ambassador, Sir T, Roe, 
r^resents him, on his birth-day, as “ sitting cross-legged on a little 
traone, all covered with diamonds, pearls, and rubies; before hho^ft 
table burnished gold, and on it about fifty pieces of gbld 
set With jeivcls, some large and extremely rich; his sword and bV 
ler en&ely arrayed with diamonds and rubies, and his belt of' 
suitably wornM; his idoh turban decorat^ with Ic^ty hi 
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ieathelmrt on one side, vraa sal a ruby pendant, as big as a walnut; on 
the other, a diamond ns large; in the middle an emerald stiU 
larger, in the form of a heart; hia staff wound about with a chain of 
great pearls, rubies, and diamonds circled ; round his neck a chain of 
three sti^ings of most excellent pearl, suspended; his arms and wnats 
glittering with diamond bracelets, and on each linger a ring of mesti^ 
xuable value/* 

Objects greatly exciting are thus exhibited by Tavernier:—<^The 
Groat Mogul has seven thrones, some set all over with diamonds^ 
oUiers wi^ rubies, emeralds, and pearls. But the largest or peacock 
thioiic is set u}) in the hall of the iirst comt of the paluec. It is, in 
form, like one of our field beds, six feet long, and four broad, 1 
counted about a liundred and eight pale rubles in callets about that 
throne, the least whereof weighed a hundred carats,; but there are 
some that weighed two hundred, Emeralds I counted about a hundred 
and forty, that \\eighed some three score, some thurty cwals. Hie 
under part of the canopy is all embroidered with pearls and diamonds, 
with a fringe of pcai Is round about. Upon the lop 6f the canopy, 
whicii is made like nn arch, with four panes, stands a peacock withiiis 
tail sj)read, consisting entirely of sapphires and other proper-coloured 
stones ; the body is of beaten gold, enchased with sevenil jewels; and 
a great ruby adorns his breast, to which hangs a pearl which weighs 
fifty carats. On each side of the jisacock stand two nosegays as high 
as Uie biul, consisting of various soils of ilowers, all of beaten gold 
enameled. When the king seats himself upon tho throne, there is a 
transparent jewel, with a diamond agjiendont, of eighty or 
curutb weight, eacompassed with rulllks and emeralds, so hung that it 
is always in hw eye. Tho twelve pillars also that uphold the canopy 
are set with rowb of fair pearls round, and of an excellent water, tliat 
Aveigh from six to ten carats apiece. At the distance of four toot on 
each side of the throne arc placed umbrellas, the handles of which ore 
about eight feet high, covered with dian|«uds—^the unibrellos thcfiOh . 
selves being of crimson velvet, embroidered and fringed with pearl, 
This is the iainous throne which Timur began and Shah Jehan fiuisliod^ . 
and IS really reported to have cost 160,000,000 and 500,OOQ livres of 
our money. Besides the stately and inagnilicent throne, there in 
anothci of an oval form, aeveii feet long, and five broad. The outside 
oi It shuies all over Aviih diamonds and pearls, but there is no canopy 
ovei It. Hie live other thrones are erected in a inagiuiicont hull, in a 
diffeient court, entirely covered with diamonds, wdthout any coloured 
stone,'" 

No less magniftoeiit uas the Great M(;gul described to be when lie 
rode forth to take the field; it was amidst a thousand elephants, not 
only richly caparisoned with gilded tra]>piugs, but havinj} their heads 
splendidly adorned with piecious jewels, \Vlien his encampment 
V^as spread over the plains, the royal tents, and those of tho great 
noises, asHumkig every conceivable form of clcg.incc anil 
s|b(sto resplendent with the most varied and brilluuit colotu^^ 

says Sk. T. Koc, “oue of the greatest raieties and iaaiigiu&- 
t!e^es I ever beixeld." 

^,Xt oaimot «se^te surprise that such glowing aceounts « these.. 
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'hti^^ened and pcqictuatcd the romamtit interest, long cherished, in 
jl^Garcnce to India. The cu])idity and aA^arice of the Euro^an world 
liras speedily inflamed. The Dutch, on the decline of the Portuguese, 
fsalxim on an extensive trade. In later times Great Britain and France 
^mcared on the field as coninotitors for the prize of Indian commerce 
dominion, and were allowed to catablish llictories oxi the coast, 
tho reception and the store of goods. Those were gradually 
lOODiocted Into military posts, defended by soldiers and cannon, and 
In the course of time these two powcis were ranged, on opposite 
iiiSes, in all the Avars and politics of India, This contest terminated 
^ the triumph of the Briiisli arms. France lost her pre*emiueuee 
iHk the continent of India, and her great lival, enlarging ner power on 
,4^ry side, gradually rose to greatness and dominiou, and now luh s 
ikdih undisputed sway from tlic Himalaya Mountains to Ctpc 
^^ettnorin. 
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MUST VOYAGE OP COLUMUrS. 

Wk liaA'c now to go backward in point of time, in order to trace tlio 
snovments, incalculably important in their iesult«, of Christopher 
Columbus* About the year 1473 he was captain of a ship of war, in 
ihe service of the King of Naples, and afterwards made seveial 
,,voyages in the Mediterranean, to the east and west of Genoa. Subsc- 
^OMnUy to tins he went to ^bon, tat a time when Portugal was 
Ambus for her discoveries, ana #grcat number of Italians, especially 
Oehoesc, resorted thither. The knowledge and maritime ardour of 
Ih^pemlc, as we have already seen, tended greatly to the advance- 
SMiit of geographical science. 

Etiteving' iiilly into the spirit of the progress thus secured, Colum¬ 
bus ‘♦nnvigbted,** he says, “one hundred leagues beyond Thule, the 
southern part of Avliich is 73 degrees dLStmice fiom the equator, and 
not C3, as some pretend; neither is it situated wdthin the line avMlIi 
iueludcs the West of Ptolemy, but is much more wcbtcily.” It us 
generally supposed that the island he thus visited was Iceland. He 
uteri undertook a ^oy.'lge to England, to (ruinoa, and to the islaiid<^< lu 
the Western Oct‘un, belonging to Spain and Poitugal. He also com¬ 
pared what he ohseived with what had already been ivcoided, con- 
stHicted globes, and dicw maps, with the greatest care, tlius gically 
increasing in accurate knowledge and sound experience. 

On his luoiriagc to u ladv of good family at Lisbon, tlie newly- 
Vrudded pair went to live witJi the mother of the bride, who guA'c him 
the journal^ knd aea-charts used by her late husband, Bartholomew 
PWestrello, who had been sedulously engaged, as has been shown, in 
JUsritiiM discovery, (/olumbus thus ascertained tlie course taken by 
"tluB PortugucBo in the discoveries they hud mode, which added iucl ta 
the flame of his enterprise. He is said now to have made a A'oyago to 
IM u ddr a, and to have traded for several ^ears with that 'islaud» wHb 
the Canaries, the Azores, the settlements ui Guinea, and varif^us bthiS^ 
placed discovered by the Portuguese on the contineut of 
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With him, hovrcver, ^increased ability was only valued as the means 
of attahiing higher objects, and he gradually formed tho purpose ^3^ 
improving the plans weady laid down, and of succocdhig in ea^-> 
prises which had hitherto been attempted in vain. * 

At the close of the fifteenth century^hc existence of land beyond 
the AUantio had become matter of common speculation. A singular 
proof of this appears in a passages of ‘Hie Florentine poet, P^ce, whp^ 
though a man of letters, was not distinguished for scientific attain* 
month b^»yond his day. It is remarkable not only for the knowlcdge< 
it implies of the figure of the earth, but for its anticipation of facts 
in physical science not established till more than a century later* 
Alluding to the vulgar superstition that the Pillars of Hercules were 
the boundaries of the world, one speaker thus addresses his cem* 
panion:— 

*■ Know that this thcovy is false; his bark 
The dann" maiiirei shall ur^e fur n*ei 
1 lie we'^tc^u wave* a smooth and level plain, 

Albeit the eaith ih fashioned like a wheel 
Man was* tn niiLicnt dH>8, of grosser mould; 

And Hercules mii^htldu'^h to learn bowiai 
Ije^ond the ImntH he had \aujly sot* 

The dullest sea-boat soon shall wing her way ! 
aien shall descry another hemisphere* 

. bince to oLic coiumon centre all things tend, 

So earth, b;^ curious mastery divine, 

'Well balanced, han^s anudthe starry spheres* 

« At our «intipodes are cities, states, 

, And thronged empires, ne'er divined qf yore. 

Put ^ce, the sun speeds on Ins western path, > ^ p. 

To glad the nations with eapecteri light 1 *' ' 'V 


One of tue traditions that prevailed at that period was, that at A 
time iudcfinitely remote there existed a vast msular territory, extend 
ing beyond the coasts of Europe and Africa, and that this land ww 
csdled Atidautis. lu the fourteenth century maps were c||^wu repia&> 
fienting this strange country, which having been shaken for threo 
days succesbively to its foundation by an earthquake, at laAgl^ 

i ieldcd to the mysterious power of the Deity, and sank with its 
abitants into the depths of the ocean* It was given out that the 
inhabitants of Madeira, and the other western isles, saw at eertaiiL 
times, and in very clear weather, land appearing in their western 
horizon, and always in the same direction. Tliis land was called St,' 
Brandon’s land; he bcihg a Scottish saint, had in repute among the' 
Northmen, who first sailed uito these parts in the sixth century, 
who first raised belief in the existence of western lands, which "belief 
they themselves first entertained. 

In a map published by Martin Behim, we find the island of Antilla, 
or the Seven Cities, lying out a little more westward thra the Azores* 
These cities are said to have been buUt and occupied by the Christians 
who fled from Spain when that country was occupied by the Moors. 
Northward of these cities the map placed tho island of the Devil's 
Xbuvd# iHiich seems to have been so called chiefly in accordance with 
IBS Ai^iidaa tale, which relates that in the Indian seas there is an ^ 
Jyoar which a great^and rises every night from the water, and 
inhabitants, plunges them uito the ocean. 
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It appears al 50 > that the inhabitants of some of the islands west of 
Africa had picJted up, every now and then, pieces of artificially- 
earvcd wood, which could not have been cut with a knife, and which 
must hare been brought thithei- by strong westerly winds. Other 
vmons, navigating in those seas, hud taken up canes of an extraor- 
^ary size, described by Ptolemy i)ccu]iar to India; trunks of 
large pine trees, which had been tom up by thu roots; and plants, 
such as had not been seen in the Old World, Some bodies of meu 
were once found on the shores of Flores, one of the Azores, having 
been cast there by the waies. These bodies hod features and com¬ 
plexions differing essentially from those of the inhabiUmts of Afuca 
or of ISurope, or from an 5 ’'thing hitherto seen; and w'cre, in conac- 
i^uence, always adjudged to have been wafted o\rT from the west. 

Columbus concluded, therefore, from all the information h(; could 
collect, that the shortest and most direct course to the regions ol the 
East, would be to sail due M-est. He became im])atient to sot out on 
a voyage of discovery; but in vain did he lav his plans boioio the 
Senate of Geiiba and the (lourt ot Portugal. Uc now despat<‘]iod[ hK 
briber Bartholomew, to negotiate with Iltnry VIT. ol Jingland, u lio 
was considered one of the wisest and richest princes n* Euiopc, wliii' 
he resolved to propose his plan, in person, to Ferdinand and Isabella, 
who governed, at that time, the united kingdoms of Aiagon and 
Castile. 

At this period the circumstiuiccs of Columbus wore exceedingly 
depressed. In Andalusia there is a little seaport tailed Palos, and, 
at a short distance from the town, there stood then, as thcio docs 
now, an ancient convent of Fnmciscan friars. Here, accompanied h\ 
hi« son, Diego, he stopped at the gate, and a^^ked a little bread and 
Water for his child. The favour granted, and Juan Perez, the 
prior, or eWef, of the convent, became deeply interested m the story 
of the stiBligcr, afforded him the only encouragement he had, and 
gave him n letter to Ferdinand dc Talavera, the confessoi of Isabella. 
But*, when he nnived at Cordova, the court resembled u military 
camp. Ferdinand and Isabella were alike absorbed m wiulike 
measures, and Taiavera utis not only engaged in them, but hostile to 
the cause of Columbus. 

Columbus CdUtinuoJ at CJordova during the absence of the sove¬ 
reign, sn])porung himself, it is said, by designing maps and charts. 
For about six ycais from his ninial in »Spain, he kept his gi’cat object 
in view; and, amidst the inhcule vnth which lie was often assailed, 

S adujilly gamed friends. One of these, at length, on the fill of 
nmadu taking place, urged his plans most attentively on the at¬ 
tention fjf the Ciueen; and Isabella was niovetl bylus hearty elo¬ 
quence. liofugmg to listen to cold and timid counsellors, she said 
** 1 will assume the undertalvLng for my own crown of Oa^^tile,and am 
ready to pawn ray jewels, to defray the expenses of it, if the funds in 
the treasurv shall be iound inadequate.*' 

Not so, however, w'as it with Ferdinand; he opposed the plana 
which Isabella sanctioned, and, on 17.000 %tirins being advanced from 
hia treasury tow»arda their acedniplifahmcnt, he took care to be in- 
demnihed lor that amount. But little further delay occurred. On 
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tbe 17thof ApnU H92, a treaty was signed by the sovereigns and 
Columbus to the IblJomng eiTect:—2. gj)ain, as mistress of the oeean^ 

g ranted to Columbus the dignity of her high admiral in all the seas 
e might discover^ with the same power and prcrog.'itives which 
belonged to the high admiral of C^astile within his jiirJsdiction« 
reserving the office aho to his heirs lor ever. 2. C^olumbus and hia 
family were in like manner to enjoy the title of viceroy of Spain in all 
islands and continents he should now first explore; and shoidd 
separate govemorR bo required for particular districts, he was to 
choose three candidates, out of whom the Spanish comt was to select 
one to the oflice. 3. The tenth of all customs and profits whatsoever 
arjciumg from tlic new discoveries was to bo beenred to the hi^h 
admiral. 4. Ho was to bo the higlie&t legal appeal in oU suits 
Tospcctmg any commercial transactions in the countries discovered* 
6, Tho aflmiral wiis to advance onc-eiglith pji t of the first expensen 
of the voyage and of opening the commerce ith tho new countiiest 
whicli lie was to be repaid out of the first profits that might accrue 
from them. • 

Tho ad^antages afforded by this treaty to Columbus are all to bo 
asciibcd to tlie intelligence and eii'Wgy of Isabella, without whosn 
streimouH Mipport nothing would haic been aceoniplishcd. She even 
added to them a 8i)ccial favour, appointing, by a letter patent, bis 
son Dicgf) p.igo to Prince Juan, tho heir-apparent—an honour only 
bestoM’od on the sons of persons of distinguiblicd rank—and also 
gi anting ai> idlowance for his support. The •feelings of Columbus 
at this jinriod cannot be described. Ills plans Avere now about to be 
tried, which he had steadily and earnestly contemplated during 
tightfjon years chiefly piis&ed in poverty and neglect, amidst bitter 
ndicnlo and hopeless appeals. 

The sti auger who had appeared with his son at the gate of the 
convent, to solicit the humblest fare, now proceeded to i|ptu^ighbour* 
iiig tOAvn of Palos with a bounding heart. There the ships were 
fitted out of Avhich he had been appointed by Isabella to take the 
commund. Again Juan ]*erc7 Hhowod his kindness, for by his oiVn 
infiut neo and efibrts, he raised, among the inhabitants of Palos,, the 
money Columbus was to advance, and engaged some of them as comr 
paiuons m the voyage. The chief of these were three brothers, namtxl 
Piiiaon, of great experience in navigation, and of considerable 
AA'calth, who were willing to vmturc their lives and fortunes in tho. 
conieniplatcd expedition. The path of the odveiiturerfl was, however, 
beset by difficulties, and thmr pioject had filled the inhabitants of 
Palos Avith horror. 

The armament itself w'as inconsiderable- It consisted of only threfi> 
vessels, the largest of no great burden; the other two vrote carftvelte, 
or light vessels without decks, scarcely superior to largti boats. They 
were victualled for twelve monllis, and liad on board ninetyi^n^^ 
chiefly sailors, together AAitli a few adventurers, and some gentlemen 
of the court^ appointed by Isabella to accompany Columbus. 

Columbus hoisted hjgkflag on board of the largest sliip, the Santa 
Maria; the second, oaued the Pinta, aiiis commanded hy Martin 
Alonso Pinzon, accompanied by his brother, Francisco hwtm, os 

* T. 2 
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pilot; the third, called the Nina, ttos commanded by the third of the 
orothers, Vicente Janez Finzon. A little before sunrise, on the 
appointed day, the squadron set sail, but the circumstances of its 
departure were melancholy. The little town of Palos w^as filled with 
gloom, for most of the i^abitants had some relative or friend on 
board; and in the ves^ls many deeply sympatliized with the sorrows 
and fears of those they had left behind, while they could not but 
entertain apprehension in voyaging they knew not wmther. The day 
after, the rudder of one of the smaUer vessels broke loose—a sure omen 
of failure and calamity to a superstitious crew. They arrived, how¬ 
ever, at the Canary Islands, for which their commander had directly 
Steered, without injury, but with, unhappily, sufficient proof that 
their vessels W'cre ill-fitted for a long and perilous voyage. But at 
these islands they were repaired as far as practicable, and then pro* 
ceeded on their way. 

On setting out, Colimibus seems to have proposed to himself the 
exceeding probability of reaching the kingdoms of Cathay and 
dipanga, which formed, according to the notions of the day, part of 
the great continent of India on the Asiatic coast, and were distant, he 
supposed, about oiie*third of the circumference of the earth. He 
ihus set out under the influence of two formidable errors; thinking, 
first, that Asia extended so mucli more to the east than it really does; 
and, secondly, that the earth is much smaller than it lias since proved 
to be. The empire of Cathay, just referred to, apx>ears to have been 
China, which had been long described as being extensive, opulent, 
and populous. It w^as said that the inhabitants Bad a very exalted 
opinion of themselves, which they showed by saying that they alone, 
of all the people of the world, liad two eyes. The Latins, they said, 
had one, but all the other nations were blind. 

On again losing sight of land, many of the sailors became exceedingly 
dejected an#diamayed, shedding Unurs, and beating on their breasts, 
as if to peri^ were inevitable. Columbus promptly endeavoured to 
soothe mem by the prospect of great w'ealth in the regions to whJfcli 
they were proceeding. He anticipated other difficulties by a different 
exp^ent. Supposing that they would be alarmed by the length of 
•the voyage, he told them that they had advanced only fifteen leagues 
when ihcy had actually proceeded twenty. In like manner, when 
they felt apprehension on observing that the magnetic needle of the 
compass varied towards the west, he declared that it did not point to 
the polar star, but to an invisible object. Such assertions are, huw'* 
ever, indefensible* If deception in one iostauce were allowable, why 
not in five, or ten, or twenty^ and if these might be excused, where 
shall the lumt be set to prevent universal duplicity? The only 
aecurity against boundless falsehood is, therel^e, the inviolable 
maintenance of truth. 

Asr the flight of birds, suggesting the proximity of land, awakened 
hopes only to be disappointea, the people became hostile to Columbus, 
who, they said, was desirous to mue nimBelf great at thb expex^ qf 
\their dap^r* They represented that thegii^ad already sufficiently 
" performed their duty in adventuring furth^ from land and all hope 
of succour than Imd ever been done before, and that they ought not 



mST T0TAGH3 OP COITOBtTfl. 6d 

to proceed on the T 03 'age to tlieir manifest destruction. If' they did^ 
they would soon have reason to repent their temerity, as provisioxui 
would soon fall short, the ships were already faulty^ and would soon 
fail, and it would be extremely difficult to get back as far as they 
had already ^one. None, in their own opinion, could condemn them 
for now turning back, but all must consider them ea brave men for 
adventuring so far on such an enterprize# That the admiral was a 
foreigner who had no favour at court, and as so many wise and learned 
men had condemned his opinions and project as visionary and imprac* 
ticable, there would be none to favour or defend him ; and they were 
sure to find more credit if they accused liini of ignorance and mis¬ 
management than he would do, whatsoever he might now say for 
himself against them. Some even proceeded so far as to propose, in 
case Columbus should not coincide with their views of returning, to 
make a short end of all disputes by throwing him overboard, aft&c 
which they could assert that he had fallen over while making his 
obfeervations, and no one would ever think of in^uirin^ into the truth 
of what they asserted. 

Columbus, awaro of their discontent, exerted himself to the utmost 
to quiet their apprehensions and to suppress their evil designs; some¬ 
times using fair words, and at others remmding them of the punishment 
they would incur if they obstructed the voyage. To inspire them 
with hope he recapitulated all the favourable signs that had lately 
appeared, assuring them that they might soon expect to see land. It 
suddenly scCmed, too, that their wishes were realized. As Columbu* 
was conversing with Pinzon, whose ship was then verj’’ near, the latter 
hastily cried out, “Land! land, Sir! I^et not my good news mis¬ 
carry/' pointing, as he spoke, to a large mass on the south and west, 
about twontj'-fivc leagues distant, which appeared like an island. 
Columbus was by no means satisfied with Pinzon's observation ; but, 
to gratify the men, who were delighted with the prospect, he altered 
hk| course, and stood in that direction a great part of the night. But, 
on the following morning, they had the mortification to find the 
supposed land was composed only of clouds ; and, to their extreme 
dissatisfaction, the stems of the vessels were again turned directly 
westward. Continuing their course, they saw land birds, as they had 
done before. 

It would have been impossible for Columbus to withstand the 
opposition that now arose; but such manifest tokens of land bcdiig 
near soon appeared, that the men took courage, and were as much 
rejoiced at their prospects as they had been bomre depressed. From 
the admirars ship^n green rush was seen to float past, and also one of 
those fish w'hioh never go fai from the rocks. The people in the 
Pinta saw a cone and a staff in the water, and took up another staff 
very curiously carved, and a small hoard, while an abundance of 
weeds were seen, which seemed to have been recently tom imm the 
rocks. Thc^e Of the Nina also saw, besides similar signs of land^ a 
fresh braacn of a thorn filled with red bdhies. The admiral, C(m- 
vinced that they were «ow approaching land, addressed the people, 
beseeching them to be exceedingly watchful during the night; and 
besides the gratuity of thirty crowns for life which had been graciously 
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promiBed by the ROTereigns to him *who should first see land, he 
engaged to give the discoverer a velvet doublet. 

Ah the admiral after this vras in his cabin at night, he saw a light 
on shore, but it was so unsteady that he could not certainly afiirm it 
came from land. Others were called, but they could not perceive it. 
But now on their guard, they still continued tliclr coiusc, and about 
two in the morning the Pinta, which was always fiu ahead, owing to 
her superior sailing, made the signal of seeing land, which was first 
discovered by Boderick de Triana, at about two leag\xea from the 
ship. All the ships now lay-to, every one thinking it long till day¬ 
light, when the sight would be enjoyed which they had long and 
ardently desired. 

When daylight appeared, the newly-discovcrcd land was found to 
consist of a flat island, fifteen leagues in length, ivithout any hillw, all 
covered witli trees, and having in the middle a great lake. Crowds 
of the inhabitants hurried to the shore, filled with wonder and admix- 
atipn on boholthng the ships, which they conceived to be some tln- 
knoM^i animulh. Not loss anxious -wore tlie mai’intTs to know what 
\Vizid of people they had met with; and the curiosity on both sides 
Was soon satisfied, as the ships immediately came to anchor. The 
admiral went 011 shore with his boiit w'ell armed, nud having the 
royal standard of ("astile and Loou displayed, accompanied by the 
commanders of the two other vessels, ruch in liis own boat, carrying 
the colours that had been specially given to the entorprize, which 
were white with a green cross, and the letter F on one sitlr, and on the 
other the names of Ferdinand and Is ibclla, surmounted by a ci»wn. 

The whole company kneeled on the shore, kissed the ground for 
joy, returning thanks to God for the great mercy they had expi'rienced 
during their long voyage through sejas hitherto unpassed, and their 
new, happy discovery of an unkiioxni land. Columbus then stood 
up, and, in the usual words, took formal possession ol the island, 
Wnich he named St, Salvador, for liis sovereigns- All his people ad¬ 
mitted him to the dignity and autliority of admiral and viceroy* to- 
coidmg to the commission to that eftbrt which ho had received ; and 
. all made oath to obey him as the legitimate representative of their 
aovere^tns, gitdng utterance to many expressions of joy, and imploring 
hia forgiveness for all the offences with tvhich tliey had been charge¬ 
able. Numbers of tlie natives weie present at these acknowledg¬ 
ments, and as Columbus observed that they were a simple, quiet 
people, he gave some red caps, and others strings of glass beads, and 
various other things of small value, but which the natives considered 
of great M^ortli. 

The admiral now went off to his boat, and the natives followed him 
to the ships, some by swimming, and others in their canoes, carrying 
parrots, clews of spun cotton-yarn, javelins, and other trifling orti- 
ch'S. witli which to barter for glass beads, bells, and other articles Ox 
little value. Most of Ihera were young, of a good stature, wiUi very 
thick black liuir, geiuTauy cut short above their ears, though boidb 
hud it tied up with a smne about their head, like women's tresROR. 
Their countenances w^ere mUd and agreeable, their features good*^ apd 
their complexion olive. Some were painted with black, otheani ndtii 



PIIL<1T VOYAOE OP COtVMBVS. 71 

f 

-white, and others again wxth red. They had no knowledge of Europeua^ 
-weapons, for when showii a naked sword, they ignorantly grasped it 
by the edge. Nor were they acquainted witli iron, for their javeUtis 
were constructed merely of wood, and tlicii' points arrtied with A 
piece of fishbone. Some of them had bears of wounds in different 
parts, and when asked by signs how they had been received, replied, 
by the same moans, that people from, other islands came to take them 
away, and that they had been wounded in self-defence. At nightthey 
all returned to the shore. 

On the following morning many of the natives returned to the ships 
in their canoes, which were all in one piece, being formed of the 
ti ank of a tree; some of them being as large as to contain forty or 
forty-five men, while others were ho small as only to hold one persoa, 
with many intcrinediato sizes between these extremes. On being 
questioned where they i)rvjcured the small plates of gold which hung 
from their nostrils, they answered by signs, that they had it from the 
south, wheie w.is a king who possessed abundance of pl('ee3 and ves- 
bpls of gold; and they intimated that there -were marijy" other iblands, 
ami estonsivo countries to th(^ south and the south-weal, Tliey were 
veiy anxious to possesh anything that belonged to their visitors, and 
if they could lay hold of what struck them, though etcir a broken 
artu'le ol cjirthcuwarc, they leaped -with it into the sea, and swam 
on shore with their prize. They -w'ould also readily barter, though 
it -were for a piece of broken glass; some gave sixteen hu‘ge clews 
of well-fepun cotton yarn, weigliing twenty-five pounds, throe 
small pieces of Poitugucse brass coin, not ivorth a farthing. In 
their siuiplieity and ignorance they supposed tlie marmers haa come 
tlown fom heaven, and they therefore desired to iiossess something 
as a memorial. 

Sailing in his boats along the co i^t of tKe island of St. Salvador^ 
towards the north-west, to exuninc its nature and extent, Columbus 
discovered a bay sufficiently capacious to contain all the vessels in 
Chiihteiidom. As h(' proc'ceded, the people rau after him on Hhore» 
inviting him to liuicl, with offers of provision, and lifting up their 
hands to heaven, as if giving thanks for his arrival. To many of 
those who approached by swimming, or in their canoes, the admiral 
made trilling presents, and came, at length, to a peninsula, having a 
fine harboui’; he there saw six of the native houses, having gardbns 
about them, as pleasant as those of Castile, in the month of 
tliough it was now the month of October. But the people being 
tigued w'ith rowing, and finding no land so inviting as to induce Aim 
to make any longer stay, CJolambiis returned to his ship i, taking with’ 
him seven of tlie natives to s<'rvo as interpreters, and made sail to 
certain other islands whicli he had seen from tlie peninsula, and ajK 
pcared to be green and full of inhabitants. 

The island, first discovered by the Spauiaids, one of 
Bahamas, which, form a very extended and numerous group, which 
is successively parallel to Floiida, then to Cuba, imA port of St, 
Domingo, No fewer than *'500 have been counted in ^is group, but 
many of them are mere rocks or islets. The lirst part of the new 
world thus made known is called the Great Bahama, which is 
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situated above 3,000 miles to the west of Gomera, irom whence the 
expedition took its departure, and only four degrees to the south of 
it; so little had Columbus deviated from the track ho had deli¬ 
berately and M'isely chosen to pursue. 

Leaving St. Siil vador, he reached an island about six leagues distant, 
to which he gave the 7iamc of St, Mary of the Conception. Here 
the people flocked to see tlie adventurers, and expressed, like their 
neighbours, their wondei and admiration. Ho now proceeded to 
another island, Mdiich had n fine beach of easy access, and called it 
Perdinanda. While sailing between the two islands they found a 
man paddling along in a small canoe, who had with him a piece of 
their bread, a calabash full of water, and, among other things, a little 
basket containing a string of green glass beads, and two small For* 
tuguese coins- It was, therefore, concluded that he had come from 
St. Salvador, and was hastenuig to Perdinanda, to bear the tidings of 
their coming.. But, as the way was long and ho was weary, he came 
to the ships, and, with his canoe, was taken on board and courteously 
treated by the’hdmual, who sent him on shore, soon a? it was 
reached, that he might spread the news. 

The people of Perdinanda, encouraged by his favourable account, 
went on bojird the vessel, to effect such exchanges as had taken place at 
the island previously visited ; and when the boats went on shore for 
water, the natives readily showed where it waste he got, and carried 
the small casks on their shoulders to fill the hogsheads of the ma¬ 
riners. They seemed to l)e a discreeter people than those already 
seen, dexterously bargaining for what they exchanged. Among other 
. things worthy of remark iu this island, certain treoR had the appear¬ 
ance of being ingrafted, as, though quite natural, they had leaves and 
branches of four or five different sorts. Columbus sailed along the 
coast of this island to the north-u cst, and anchored at the mouth of 
« beautiful harbour, at the entrance of which a small island prevented 
the access of ships. In that neighbourhood, twelve or fifteen tent-like 
bouses appeared built together, but having no other moveables or 
ornaments than the articles already mentioned as offered in barter. 

Resuming his research, another\sland was speedily found, which 
be called Isabella, in honour of his royal patron ; and the next island 
be discovered, called Cuba, by the natives, he named Joanna, out of 
respect to prince John, the heir of Castile, Perdinanda, however, 
exceeded the others in extent and beauty, abounding more in plcn- 
eant meadows, delicious waters, and beautiful trees. It had also 


jK>me hills, not to be observed in other islands, and was, on many 
accounts, exceedingly attractive. 

Columbus determined, instead of further examining the islands of 
this group, which he understood strongly resembled one another, to 
i proceed to Cuba, udiich was greatly lauded by the natives. At 
Iti^st sight tins island appeared to be richer than those already 
visited, from the great extent of its coasts, the si/e * of its rivers, the 
beauty and va4fety of its hills and mountains, and its wide-spreading 
^uins, all clotlied with an amazing variety of trees, all covered with 
^it and blossoms. There was also an abundance of toll grass, be- 
aides n great diversity nf herbs, mostly differing from those of Europe, 
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^hile the woods weire thronged with birds of various plumage* On 
going to two houses at a short dislance^ it was found the inhabitants 
had fled» leavii^ their nets and other fishing-tackle, together with a 
dog thSt did not bark. As the admiral had given orders that nothing 
should bo carried away, the people soon returned to their ships. 

As he was disappointed, fimm the fears of the natives, in learning 
what he wanted respecting the nature and productions of the island, 
and the manners of the people, and considering tliat their terror would 
bo increased were he to land a great number of men, he sent two 
Spaniards into the intei'ior, accompanied by one of the natives of St. 
Salvador, w'hom he had brought with him from that island, and a 
native of Cuba, who had ventured aboard in his cauoe. lie directed 
these men to travel up into the country, and to conciliate all with 
whom they met; and, that no time might be lost, he ordered the ships 
to be laid on shore und repaired. 

The two Spaniards returned, accompanied by two ^ the natives 
of Cuba, and reported that they had travelled twelve leagues up the 
countrjs where they came to a town of fifty houses Sf considerable 
size, and constructed of timber, in a round form, and thatched witii 
straw. They supposed that the place might contain about 1,000 in¬ 
habitants. The pnncipal people came out to meet them, conducted 
them to the town, and gave them one of the large houses to lodge in 
during their stay. They were then seated on wooden stools, made 
of one piece, in very strange shapes, bearing u rude resemblance to 
some atiimal, the tail being lifted up and as broad as the seat for the 
convenience of leaning against, and the front carved into the resem¬ 
blance of a head. The uatives sat about them on the ground, and 
came one by one to kiss their hands, with great respect, believing 
they had come from Heaven. They were also presented with some 
boiled roots, and as the two Indians who accompanied the strangers 
gave them an excellent character, they were entreated to remain for 
several days. Soon afterwards the men went out from the house, and 
many w'omen came to see them, who all respectfully kissed their 
hands and feet, and offered thorn presents of various articles* 

Columbus now understood, from the signs of Uie people, that there 
was a country to the ^tward, where gold was collected along tlie 
river banks. He therefore turned eastward, and, passing a great capo 
to which he gave the name of Cape Cuba, stood out to sea, in tno 
direction pointed out by the Indians, After contending with the 
wind, which came directly a-hcad, and that unsuccessfully, he 
returned to Cuba. Here he experienced great anxiety; for Maitin 
Alonzo Pinzon, incited by the desire of gold, which he heard was to 
be had in the island of Bohio* took advantage of the superior sailing 
of his vessel, and was soon oufr of sight. 

In this act there was but tlie outburst of feeling -which had long 
been cherished. Martin Alonzo was a veteran, smd very able navi* 
gator; he had provided two of the ships, and a considerable part of 
the funds, for the expedition; he thought himself entitled to share 
the command, and he had shown some impatience at lim domination 
of Columbus. To the admiral, his conduct was exce^ngly annoy* 
ing; he knew not whether Martin Alonzo had determined on an 
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iudepcndeiit course^ or if he Mrould hasten back to Spain, and demAnd 
the honour of discovery which he had not gained* 

As he ran several leagues further to the east, lie became increas¬ 
ingly delighted with the country. He thus clobcribea his feoHngs to 
Ferdinand and Isabella;—“ When I went, with the boats before me, 
to tiie mouth of the harbour towards the soutli, I tbuiid a river, up 
the mouth of which I could row a galley easily; and it was so land¬ 
locked that its entrance could not bo discovered unless when close 
at hand* I'he beauty of this river induced me to go up a short dis¬ 
tance, where I found ii'om hvo to eight fathoms water. Coming to 
anchor, I proceeded a considerable way up the river with the boats, 
and such wan the delightfulucsH of the place that 1 could have been 
tempted to remain there for (‘ver. The water was so clear that we 
could see the sand at the bottom. The finest and tallest palm trees 
I had ever seen were in great abundance on cither sliorc, with an 
infinite nun^er of large verdant trees of other kinds. The soil 
seemed exee^ngly fertile, being everywhere covered with the most 
luxuriant vi'rduie; and the woods abounded in vast varieties of 
birds of ricli and variegated plumage. This country, most serene 
princes, is so wonderfully line, and so far excels all others in beauty 
and delightfulnc&H us the d*iy exceeds tin* night; wherefore 1 liave 
often told my companions that, though I should exert my utmost en¬ 
deavours to give your highness a perfect account of it, my tonguo 
and pen must ever fall short of the tiuth, I was astonished at the 
sight of so much beauty, and knew not how to describe it. I have 
formerly w'rittcn of otlier countries, describing tbeir trees, and iruits, 
and plants, and harbours, and all belonging to them, as largely as I 
could, yet not so us I ought, us all oui people affirmed that no others 
could possibly bo more delightful; but this so far excels etery other 
which I liavc seen, that 1 uni I'onstrainod to be silent, wishmg that 
Others may see it mid give it its description; that they may prove 
how little credit is to be got, more than I have done, in writing and 
peaking on this subject so far uilorior to what it deserves.” 

As Columbus continued to explore the poast, he observed high 
mountains towering aloft to the south-east, and showing an island of 
ccmsidcrable extent. It was iiayti, and, nex^to Cuba, the largest of 
the Oreater Antilles. Its surface, as its name imphes, is generally 
mountainous, its rocks rising from among rich forcBts. On the even¬ 
ing of the Uth of December, he entered a harbour at the western 
ol the island; but, not being able to meet with any of the inhabitanta, 
who had fled at his approach, he proceeded to the northward, where 
he found another port, which he named tlie Conception. Obseiv'ing 
that the island was very large, that the land and trees resembled those 
of Spain, xmd that several tishes were caught like those of that 
country, the admiral gave it the name of Espaniola, oi* Little Spain, 
or, as it is called in English, Hispaniola. 

Anxious to know tlie state of the island and the people, three of 
the Spaniaids travelled up the country, and fell in with a coiisidetf* 
able numbo]^l|^ the natives, who immediately ran off into Idle woodo* 
'They succcraed, however, m overtaking one young woman, whOtti 
they brought to the admiral. He gave her some bells and gloss beads. 
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and sent her on shore mthout sustainuig any injury, accompanied by 
three of the Indians who had been brought from the other islands 
nnd by three of tho Spaiiiaids. Next day he sent several mm out 
to exploi'o the country ; they found a sort of town or village in a large 
valley, the inhabitants of which inunodiately fled; but one of the 
Indians of St. Salvador went after them, and assured them there woC 
no cause for foar. The niitives now treated them with all honour, 
and the people returned to t 'olumbus with the most favourable tidings 
of the country and its inhabitants. 

Still coasting the island, Columbus found tho natives ready to ex¬ 
change any ornaments of gold they had foi any tiiflo biought from 
Kurope, by which uncivilized people have at all times been easily 
deluded. At one of the harboiu:s he was visited by a cacique, or 
chief of the country, who appeared in all the pomp he could command, 
being carried in a kind of palanquin, or litter, on the shoulders of four 
men, and attended by many of his subjects, who treated him witli 
great respect. lirs deportment was very grave and* stately, very 
lescrvcd towards his own people, but exlrein(*ly coArtoous towards 
Columbus and his compmuons. lie piesentcd the adiaual wiih some 
thin plates of gold and a curiously-wrought girdle, and recenoda 
piece of cloth, several amber beads, and ti flask of orauge-flowor- 
water, which was very acce|)table, Columbus also showed the chief 
some Spanish coin, bearing the likenesses of F^dinand and Isabella, 
and endeavoured to explain to h:m the power and grandeur of the 
Spanish sovereigns. As another moans of iinprc^ssing his guest?, the 
royal b-iuuoi and standard ol the cross wcie brought forth, but, in 
tlieir simplicity, they could not behove that such M'onilorful pci sous 
and things could belong to any part of the eaith; it appeared to them 
that the country audits sovereigns, of which they were told, must be 
in the skies. 

A few days aftei, on anchoring in another lino harbour,‘to which 
he gave the name of St. Thomas, a large canoe visited the shipa, 
with messengers from a grand cacique, named Guacanagori, who 
reigned over all the eaHtem ])art of tho island. They brought as a 
present a broad belt, ingeniously wrought of coloured beads and boneUi 
and some masks, having their eyes, ear and noses made of gold. 
They invited Columbus to proceed with their ships to the village 
where the cacique resided, and, after being delayed by advertiie 
winds, he determined on accepting tho chief’s preferred hospi¬ 
tality. 

Sailing on a sea calm and smooth, and within a league and a h$lf 
of the cacique's residence, the admiral, gr('atly wearied, returned at 
night to seek some rest. In direct violation of one of hia orders, the 
stoorsman gave charge of tlie helm to one of the ship-boys, and was 
soon asleep, as were the rest of the crew, availing thcniHdvcs of the 
admirars absence. In the midst of their slumWs, the vessel ran 
violently on a sand-bank, ond the boy at the helm shouted for help. 
Columbos \vaB the first to afibrd it; the delinquents soon appeared; 
the danger was found to be imminent, and but for the calmness of 
the sea, the ship and crew must inevitab^ have perished. The 
admiral abandoned tho wreck, and with liis men, took refiige on 
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board the caravel of Yiccnte Jancz Pinzon, sending messengers on 
shore to apprise the caciqnc of the catastrophe. 

Guaewagati heard the sorrowful talc with tears, and immediately 
assembling his people, he sent off all his canoes to the aid of 
Columbus, with the assurance that all he possessed was at his service. 
The stores vreie landed from the wreck, uhd placed under a guard, 
until houses could bo made ready to receiTe them. Temptmg ns 
iher must have been to the natives, they maintained their integrity, 
and not the smallest trifle was lost. All seemed affected by the 
disaster of their visitors, and disposed to iinite in administering 
consolation. In his journal for the perusal of the sovereigns, (Jolumbns 
says: ** These people love their neighbours tis themselves; their dis¬ 
course is ever sweet and gentle, and accompanied by a smile. I swear 
to your maicsties that there is not in the world a better nation or a 
better land.*' 

On Quacanagaii visiting the admiral, he expressed great sorrow at 
the calamity he had endured, and heartily promised him all in his 
pmer. In the- meantime, a canoe came from a neighbouring island, 
bringing some plates of gold, to exchange for small bells, which the 
Indians greatly valued; while the Spaniards from the shore informed 
the admiral that many Indians resorted from other places to the 
town, who brotight several articles more of gold, which they bartered 
fbr things of small vUuc, and offered to bring much more gold if it 
desired. The cacique, observing that the admiral was much 
gratified by this information, told him he would give orders for a 
great (j^uantity of gold to be brought from a place called Cibaos, 
where it was to be had in great abundance. 

The cacique complained to Columbus of a nation called the Coribs, 
who used often to carry away his people; and he was greatly re¬ 
joiced when the admiral showed him the superiority of the European 
weapons, and promised to defend him and his people against their 
enemies. The firing of cannon greatly astonished them, and at the 
report ^ey fell on ground, as if dead* As they saw the effect of 
a oaU discharged from an arquebus against the trees, they were filled 
with dismay. But, as they thought that by such means they would 
be protected from the further violence of the Caxibs, their fears were 
changed into exultation, and they considered themselves defended by 
tfko sons of heaven, who wielded thunder and lightning at pleasure. 
Ooiuxnhus was also so much gratified with their kindness, that he 
proposed to establish a colony on the island, esp^ially as some of 
ms people voluntarily offered to remain and inhabit the place. For 
this reason he det^mined to build a fort, or block-house, firom the 
timber of the ship which had been wrecked, all of which had been 
saved, and was now put to that use. 

The admiral, being now ready to depart, commended to the atten¬ 
tion of the cacique three of his people, to whom he left the govon^- 
tneni of the fort, with a garrison of thirty-six men, with provisions, 
arms, and cannon, the boatwhich had belonged to the lost ship, with 
earpenters, caulkers, a surgeon, and a gunner. All this being settied, 
he resolved to return with all speed to Castile, without attempting ^ 
any further discoveries, fearing lest some misfortune should deprive 
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the sovereigns of the knowledge of the new kingdoms he had dis* 
covered for them.*^ 

While sailing eastwards with a contrary wiud^ a sailor from the 
round-top ifiacovered the caravel Finta coining down Westward, 
right before the wind* As soon os it came up with the admiral, 
Martin Alonzo Finzon came on board, and offorc^ many excuses for 
leaving the squadron, alleging that ho had done so agamst his wilL 
Columbus was satisiied that it was far otherwise, but he concealed 
his displeasure and accepted the excuses, lest he might ruin the voyage, 
as most of the crew were Martin’s countrymen, and several of them 
his relations. The fact is, that Martin Alonzo left the admiral with^ 
the^ design of sailing to liohio, where he supposed that plenty of gold * 
would be found; but not hndmg the object of his search, hchaa re-^ 
turned to Hispaniola, and had procured some gold in exchange for 
triding articles, as had been done by the admiral. He distributed 
half of this gold among the crew, to gain them to his purposes, and 
concealed the rest for himself, pretending to Columbus that he had 
not any. lie had also forcibly carried on four Indian^ men and two 
gills, whom he had intended to sell in Spam ; but not long after, 
they arrived at the river where Pmzon had been trading, when the 
admiral obliged him, though very reluctant, to restore them to their 
homes; and they w'cic therefore dismissed, W'ell clothed, and with 
many preseuts. 

A little beyond the headland now known os Cape Cabron, they , 
cast anchor in a capacious bay* On landing, the natives appeared m 
a ferocious aspect, and a w^arlike character. They were hideoudjr 
painted, decorated with the gaudy feathers of birHs, and armed wits 
various weapons* Their modes of speech accorded with their aspect 
and demeanour* Tliiuking that an Indian, w^ho came on board, and 
was especially fierce, was one of the Caribs, and that the bay they 
were now in divided that race from the other inhabitants of His* 
paiuola, the admiral asked him where the Oaribs dwelt; but, point* 
ing with his finger, the Indian expressed by signs that they inhabited 
another island to the east. Ho was now regaled, presented with some 
glass beads, and slips of red and green cloth, and then sent on shore, 
with the charge that liis companions would bring gold to barter, an 
had been done by the other Indiana. 

As the boats approached the land, upwards of fifty armed savu^ 
appeared lurking among the trees; but a sign from the Indian led 
them at once to lay down their arms, and to advance to meet 
Spaniards. The latter tried to purchase some of their weapons, 
obtained two bows; but a oolhsion arose, two of the Inmans wmw. 
wounded, and the rest put to flight. The day following, a multitude 
appearing on the beach, Columbus sent a large and fully-armed party 
cm shore, but the natives showed no signs either o£ fear or malice. On 
the contrary, the chie^ who was among them, sent a string of idiella, 
which the roaniards understood was a token of peace, and entering 
the boat, wifli only three attendants, was conveyed to the vessel. 

On again setting sail, the voyage was prosnerous for nearly a 
month; but at length the wind began to rise, ana increased fcom uy 
to day, with a high soa, tUl they wore again in the most immtoent 
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|»eril. So tremendous was the storm, that they could no longer cany 
sail, and had to drive before the ivind, while the Pinta was speedily 
out of sight* ** In this perplexity,*’ says Columbus, a^i easing the 
•OvereigiiB, ** 1 remembered your highnesses’ good fortune j which, 
though I w^ere dead and the ship lost, might yet find some means that 
a conquest nearly achieved should not be lost, and that possibly 
the success of my voyage might ceme to your knowledge, by some 
means or other. With this view, as biiefly as the time would permit, 
I wrote upon parchmerit that I had discovered the lands which I had 
promised; likewise how many days were employed on the voyai^e, 
* the direction in which I had sailed, the goodness of the country, jh^ 
mfiuro of tlio inhabitants, and how some of your highnosscft* fiubj*ot^> 
we^e left in possession of my discoveries. \Vhich wTiting, I folded 
(Old sealed up, and superscribed to your highnesses, promising a rew'arcl 
pf 1,000 ducats to wdioever might deliver it sealed into your hands ; 
that, in crsc it might be found by a foi’eigner, the promised rew'ard 
might induce hini not to eomnuinicale the intelligence. I then caused 
a great cask to be brought mo, and having wTapped the Aviiting in 
' oiled cloth, 'which I surrounded witli a cake of w'-ux, I placed the whole 
in the cask, 1 thou carefully closed up the bung-hole, and thievv tJ»c 
cask into the 5-C‘a, all the people faucymg it was some act of dcAotio, 
Apprehending that this might never be taken up, and the Rhij) coming 
still nearer to Spain, I made anotlier packed like the first, Avhich I 
placed on the poop, that when the ship smik tlie cask might 
upon the water, and take its chance (>1 being found.’* 

Sailing on iii bu^i extreme danger, land w^as seen from the round* 
top; the pilot and seamen judged it might be the ro<k of Idsboii, 
but Columbus concluded it was one of the Azores. Yet, though at no 
weat distance, they could not come to anchor theiethit day from 
TOO boisterousness of the weather; and soonlosing sight of that inland, 
they beheld another, wliiclithcy stiuggled very hard to appioach. After 
great difficulty they effected a landing, and found it to be St. Mary, 
one of the Azores. Throe of the inlialntmilB came on board, with 
aomo fcerfi provisions, and witli many complinieutH from tlie com- 
of the island, who lived at the'houee not fiir firom thence. 

In compliments, hoAvever, there was bad faith. On these men 
' )BP>tng on diore with one-half of the crew, the governor and many 
peO|Ue feoui the home, who live in ambush, suddenly rushed out upon 
*TOem, end made Aem all prisoners, capturuig also thoir boat, -without 
which they believed if impossible for the admiral to get away from 
them. As his people did not return, the admiral began to suspect 
that some calamity had happened, and soon srav a multitude of people 
on horseback, wlio dismoAuted, and w^'ent into the boat to attack the 
caxavcL He made no show of resistance that the Portuguese 
come near ; and on their approach, the chief man stood up and de¬ 
manded a parley, to which the admiral agreed, in hope that he nii^t 
eome on boaz d and be secured, as the Spaniards had been already* 
the Portuguese would not A'cnture nearer than was sufficient to b0 
heard, on which Columbus proceeded to rctaonstrate on the ill-treat¬ 
ment of men who had gone on shore, not only on the assurance of 
safety and offers of assistanee, but especially cm the w^oonie of the 
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vemoT^ He declared that he had letters of recommendation froni 
erdinanda and Isabella to all princes and people^ and that 
ought to be specially regarded in the domhuons of Portugal, thefe 
soYereigns hemg such near neighbours and allies. He exhibited his 
oommissions, haYing its hands and seals of their highnesses, and told 
him he might draw near without apprehension, since he was required 
to pay the utmost attention to any Portuguese ships with which 
he might meet* He added, that if ever his men were detained, this 
Bhould not prevent his return to Spain, as he had not only a su£S.« 
cient number to reach Seville, but, if necessary, to punish the treach’^ 
erw^hich had been displayed, while he would bo assuredly punished 
by^B own king for giving a cause of war between Spain and Por¬ 
tugal. 

Ihe Portuguese captain and his men replied that they neither 
know the sovereigns of whom he spake nor their letter. At last, 
when about to depart, the former said that the admiral might go with 
his caravel to the harbour, as all he had done was by t^c order of the 



any xnieriorence witn ms own aiscovenos. it appears 
had actually sent orders to bis commanders of islands and distant 
p!trts to seize and detain the admiral, wherever he might bo found, 
fit i hence the outrage which had now been perpetrated, 
it appears that the governor of St. Mary’s, having failed to accoin* 
plish his purtiose by violence, resorted to stratagem, in which he waff 
equally mr from succcbs. A violent altcvcatK^now arose; but,^ 
after two or three days' imprisonment, the sailors who had been" 
seised were released, and the governor, pretending that he was now 
satisfied of Columbus being engaged in the service of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, even offered his best services. But for these the admiral did 
not wait; he set sail without delay, and for two or three days had 
favourable weather; a squall rent all the sails of the caravel, and 
threatened immoiUate destruction. All the elements seemed com¬ 
bined against them ; the sea was frightfully tumultuous, torrents of 
rain fell, the thunder pealed through the skies, and ligTktning 
ftashed with unusual vividness. 

Amidst the darkness of the night, there was a cry of “ Land I bttf, 
welcome as it might have been, it now only increased the 
Btemation, from the ignorance of the mariners of their realsitua^^^ 
and the dread of being driven on shore, or weeked among the rod^ r 
When die sun rose, they found themselves at tlic mouth of the 

the rock of Cintra. ffhough doubtful of the good*will of Poertugat, ’ 
only course was to take shelter in tlie liver, where accordingly 
sy east anchor. The inhabitants, who had been watching the vessel 
the monung, now proceeded from various parts of llte 
fe, to offer their congratulations on tlie signal deliverance wUch 
heon'^Bcrk^nccd. It w^as declared by the oldest marinets that, 
liad n^er known so tempestuous a wrinter 
•' • UOltimbus now despatched a courier, with tidings of his disco' 
to the King wd Queen of Spain. He wrote also to the King of P 
tegal, aoUrating permission to go to Lisbon. This was dosirablo^ aa 
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he was in considerable danger jOrom its bein" rumoured abroad that 
his vessel was laden with gold. He described, at the same time, the 
course taken throughout his voyage, lest it should be imagined ho had 
followed only xn the track of the Portuguese discoveries. 

A different account is given of these circumstances by Portuguese 
historians. Though Columbus was compelled to take shelter in the 
Tagus, one of them states that he cntcicd Iji.sboTi with a vain-glorious 
exultation, in order to make Portugal feel, by displaying the proofs of 
his discovery, how much she had erred in not acceding to hia pro- 
pi^als* Another says that tlie king, being informed of his arrival, 
commanded him into his presence, and a 2 )pcarod to be annoyc<^hat 
tha discovery of Columbus had been made within the seasTUid 
boundaries of his seigniory of Guinea, which might give rise to dis- 
n|LteB, He al&o describes the king as vexed by the exaggerations of 
admiroh and as^ accusing him&elf of negligence in having declined 
the enterprise from a want of confidenee in it, when his assistance was 
first besought. Ue then adds :—“ And notwithstanding the king was 
importuned t6 kill liim on the spot, since, with his death, tlie prose^ 
cution of the undertaking, so far as the sovereigns of Castile were con¬ 
cerned, would cease, &om want of a suitable person to take charge of 
it; and notwithstanding tliis might be done without suspicion of the 
bing’s being jirivy to it (for, inasmuch as the admiral was overbearing 
and puffed up by his success, they could easily bring it about that bis 
own indiscretion should ajmear the cause of his dcaUi),—yet the king, 
as he was a power greatly fearing God, not only forbade Uils, but evTO, 
showed the admi|^ mu^h favour, and dismissed him.’^ 

On the coptrar^it appeared that on the day after his arrival the 
King of Portugal gave orders to present the admiral with all kinds of 
rc&eshmcnt, for wnuh no return was to be received. At the same 
time he addressed to Columbus a congratulatory letter, and desired 
that a visit should be paid him at Valparaiso. Inere he was received 
with great honour; and though the king thought that as Columbus 
bad been a captain in the service of the crown of Portugal, the dis¬ 
covery and conquest of the newly-found Indies belonged to him, he 
expressed his belief that justice would be done betvtreen the two 
countries. After a long conversation, the king commended him to 
the hospitalities of the pnor of Crato, the most distinguished person 
tben present, and after a few days he left Valparaiso. WMle on his 
way to Lisbon, he had to pass a monastery where the queen 
^ then resided; she earnestly enticatcd that he would not proceed 
whhout seeing her, and she received him with every mark of 
diatinction. 

Again setting sail soon after day-break, the admiral, on the 15th of 
March, came to an anchor in the port of Palos, after an absence 
of seven months and twelve days. He was received by the people 
with loud exultation. Almost every one of them was deeply int^esf;^ 
in that expedition. In it were their friends, whose fate meir imaill^ 
nations hw often pictured with aU the exaggeratioxxs of which thfl$ 
jpower is capable. To see them—to embrace them again—was an 
event which they feared to anticipate, and which now they realised 
with emotions of intense cloligltt. As the admiral passed along the 
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fttreetfii he was hailed with acclamations, and to liitn royal honourt 
were frequently tendered. 

Ab the court was at Barcelona, he addressed a letter to the wve- 
reigns, apprising them of his arrival. They were dazzled and astonished 
at the intelligence he conveyed, unfolding, as it did, the acquiBldon of 
teifitory and appaicnlly of boundless W'ealth, and urged him imme¬ 
diately lo repair to their presence. They ordered him to be received 
in the most distinguibhed manner, as one who had rendered them 
such sigpal service. All tlie court and the city M'ont out to meet and 
welcome him, and to conduct him to the presence of the sovereigns. 

sat publicly in great state, under a canopy of cloth ot gold, to 
tl||||pe him, and when he advanced to kiss their handb, rose up, and 
thSi caused hsoi to sit down with them. lie now gave them a 
account of hi^voyage, and they conferred on him, wliom they styled 
their admiral and viceroy, the highest favour and honour. What a 
contrast to the condition of the poor stranger at the gate of the 
monastery! 

It was a singular coincidence, but Martin Alonzo ?inzoii appears 
to have anchored art Palos on the evening of the same day that 
Columbus had arrived. He had made the port of Bayonne after 
being driven into the Bay of Biscay by the storm. As soon as the 
M'eathcr was again favourable he set sail, lo<ihing for a triumphant 
reception at Piilos, But on entering the harbour, he saw the vessel 
of Columbus riding at anchor, and heard of the ciithusLasdc welcome 
with which^ he had been greeted. A sense />f his misconduct in 
deserting the admiral at Cuba is said now to have greatly oppressed 
him; he landed privately in his boat, and when Columbus had 
departed to Barcelona nc returned home, the victim of deep 
dejection. Tie had written to the sovereigns offering them the in- 
telhgeuoo of the expedition, but their answer forbade his appearing 
at court, and visited his conduct with severe reproach. This shock 
proved fatal, virulent disease supciveiled, and in a few days hS‘ 
expired. 

Tho niind of CV>liimbiis, delighted iv> it was v^lth the triumph he 
had gained, was not ab^oibed in its own luteiests. Dazzled with the 
prospect of immense wealth, lie did not contemplate a lavish ex¬ 
penditure on liimself, but, fillatl m ith cntliuaiasm for the success of 
tlie crusaders of that period, designing to rescue Jerusalem, the 
holy city, from the hands of the Saracens, resolved to share the|r 
trials and their success. He made a vow to furnish, within scfteii 
years, an army of 4,000 horse and 50,000 foot, and within the five fol¬ 
lowing years to send out a similar force. The fact deserves notice 
as illustrative of the chai'acter of Columbus, who, unlike many, coxil4 
rise, on certain occasions, beyond object't which arc merely personfld 
and mercenary. 

ITie circumstances in which he was placed, gives special prominence 
to this superiority. He had, at all times, free access to the xoytl 
presence, and even appeared on horseback, riding on on^ide of the 
king, while Prince Juan rode on the other. A coat n arms was 
given him, in which he w^as permitted to quarter the royal arms—the 
castle and lion, with those especially assigned him—a group qf 
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suirounded by wares, to which the motto was afterwards 
appended:— 

To Ca«t!le and Leou 

Coiambus ffare a now world. 

As he was the first w^ho discovered a light on the shore, the promised 
reword of thirty crowns was assigned to him. The coiu’t emulated 
the sovereigns, and loaded him with plaudit^. But at a banquet 
which was given him, a courtier, jealous of the honours awarded to 
him us a foreigner, asked him'abruptly if he tliought, had he failed in 
discovering the Indies, there were not men in Spain equal to me task ? 
Instead of eloigning a direct reply, Columbus took an egg, and invited 
the company to make it st:ind on one end; all tried, hnt 
stxiki^ it upon tlic table, it stood firmly when broke^ thus sii^y 
showing that when a thing is done, imitation is easy* fact which 
mw Ireauentl) be applied with advantage. 

The discovery made by Columbus was the solution of a great 
problem, in which all were interested, but whoso issues no one could 
anticipate. Vjpious opinions were, however, formed as to the ucwly- 
diseovered countries, and the division of the earth to which they 
belonged. Columbus considered, as he had done before, that they 
ahould be reckoned a part of those vast regions of Asia to wluch had 
been assigned the genaral namcj of India. The productions of the 
country he had discovered confirmed this sentiment. In India, gold 
was known to abound, and the samples he had gathered fi om the islands 
he visited, led him to believe that rich mines of the precious metal 
might there be toun d. There, too, cotton, another production of India, 
was common ; the pimento of the islands he supposed to bo u species 
of Indian pepper ; and he mistook a root resembling rhubarb for that 
valuable drug, which was then supposed to be peculiar tc India. The 
birds ho had brought home were arrayed ui the same lich plumage 
which adorned those of India: and the alligator of one country 
appeared the same as the crocodile of the other. On w eighing these 
cirGumstnxLces, the opinion of Columbus seems to have been adopted 
throughout Europe; the countries which he had discovered bcuig re¬ 
garded as a part of India. In consequence of this notion, the name of 
Xndies was given to them by Ferdinand and Isabella, m ratifying their 
former agreement; and though the error was afterwards detected, and 
the true position of the New "World was ascertained, the name WM 
continued, and the appellation of West ladles become familiar as it 
, is to this day. 


CHAPTER VII. 

SECOND VOYAGE OP COLUMBUS* 

Ordekb, care long, were issued from Barcelona to prepare, with all 
expedition, for the admiral's return to Hispaniola, to relieve those who 
had been left there, and to carry forward other rniterprlEes. Their 
majesties obtained the ^auction of tlie pope to the conquest of the 
^dies, whUh was readily granted by Alexander XI,, and the bull to 
this effect included not only what was already discovered, but for aB 
that might yet be found westwards, until the expeditmn dmvdff 
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an-ive in the East^ and forbade all persons to intrude within thei^ 
bounds. Their majesties were also pleased to ratify and confirm aff , 
the prerogatives and privileges of Columbus which were granted 
before, so as explicitly to define the limits of his offices as admiraj 
and viceroy. 

Seventeen vessels, <if various shses, were soon got ready, well stored 
'With piovisions and all tilings considered necessary for the intended 
coloniysation. Artixuns of various kinds,--with labourers to till the 
ground, were engaged to accompany the expedition. The fume of tho 
eold and other raidtioB of thenowly-discoverodTegiouhad also induced 
s i many persons of respectability lt> offer Ibemsolvcs, that it became 
to liiiiit tho numbers who should be permitted to embark. 
Y(T feo eager wore adventuicrs to engage in the scheme, that 1,500 
]•'_*!sons of all classes wont in tlie cxpediti^jii, of whom some carriod 
ijiit asses, horses, and others cattle, which were afterwards of most int* 
poitant benefit to Hie colony. 

An hour before suniihe, on the 2'lth of September, 1493, the admiral 
Avoighed anchor at Cadiz, and stood to the southward^for the Canary 
Wands. After sailing lor a few weeks, he observed a great alteration 
in the appeaiancc of the sky and lu the winds, and concluding from 
tliesc, ni)d the jircvalcnco of heavy rains, that he was certainly 
approaching land, he ordered most of the sails to be furled, and 
all the people to keep a strict look out. Next moiiiing, just OB 
day began to dawn, a high, mountainous island was discovered about 
seven leagues to tht' west, to M'hich tlie admiral gave tlie name of 
Dominica; *and subsequently another was Idund, which he called 
Miingalunte. Tlie day following he sailed past another large island, 
which ho named St. Mary of Guadaloupc, (xoiugon shore,his party only 
found some cliildren m a kind of town, all the people having fled into 
the woods. To allure them on their leturn, they tied some baubles tO 
tho aims of tho childieii. 


Ill the houses they observed geese, like those of Spain, and abund¬ 
ance of parrots, with red, blue, green, and white feathers. They 
also Ibimd pumpkins and a sort of melon-like fruit, delicious both in 
taste and smell, with vaiious kinds of fruits and herb^. In the houstfe' 
were beds or hammocks made of cotton nets, with bows arrows/ ' 
and other article's. 


Next day the admiral sent two boats on shore, lioping to procure 
some person who might be able to state sonie particulars respecting 
the country, and aho in what direction Hispaniola lay. Each of th6 
boats brought ofi‘ a j'outh, who agreed in saying that they were pot ' 
nutyyes of that island, but of another, which they called IJorriquen, 
now St. John, and that the inhabitants ol Guadaloui)e were Caribs, 
oribannibals, and had taken them prisoners from their native islat;udt^ 
Soon after the boats returned on shore to bring off some Portuguese" 
who had been left; and six Avoincn, who had fled to them from the 
Caribs, came with them willingly to the ships. Thinking to allure 
Indians^ the admiral sent the women back, reluctant as they wei?e, 
giving them some glass beads and bells. As the Caribs 
took these from the women, they got into the boats when fillip rfr* 
turned for woodnaad water, and requested to be carried back to Ike 
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thips, giving the seamen to understand, by signs, tliat the Caribs oi\i 
men and make slaves ol women, and therelore they wished to depart. 

' One of them said there were several islands to tlie south, some inha¬ 
bited and others not. They stated that the continent was very large, 
Vid ihat the king of the island from which the^y fled was gone, with 
ten large canoes and 300 men, to makeiiicurhions into the neighbouring 
islands, to take prisoners to cat. 

Weighing anchor soon after, the fleet came to an island, which the 
admiral named, from its height, Monscirat. Others were speedily 
obsenied, but the admiral resolved to hold on his couise to Hispa¬ 
niola, that he might carry relief to the persons he had left th||g. 
But tlie ^Yeathe^ becoming bad, he was obliged to come to unJRi 
at an island, where he gave orders to take some of the iiihabiunts 
that he might learn wherrabouts he then was. As the boat was re¬ 
turning to the fleet, wuth iour w^omen and three children, whom thci 
had taken, it met a canoe, in wdiudi w’ere four men and a woman, 
W’ho, perceiving that they could not escape, stood on their defence, 
and hit two of the Spaniards w'ith llieu anow^s, W’hich they dis¬ 
charged with such dextorit)’' and force that tlie woman pieiccd a target 
quite tlu'ough. The Spaniards attempted to boaid, the canoe w'a'^ 
overset, and the Indians W'cre taken swuiiining in the water, one oi 
whom shot several arrows, while swimming, us dexterously as \i he 
liad been on land. Continuing his voyage, the adiiiirul fell ui with u 
cluster of about flfty islands. He next I'lune to the island culled 
Borriquen by the Indians, but wdiich lie named John tlie Baptist. 
Here some of the Spjmiaids found certain houses, w'cll-lmilt after the 
Indian fashion, having a squaie before them, and a broad road doivn 
to the Rca, with bowois on each side, made of canes, and euiiously 
interwoven with cvergreons. At the end of the road next the sea 
there ivas a raised stage or balcony, lofty and ■\rcll-buiU, capable til 
containing ten or tw'tlve ineii. 

On reaching the north side of Hisi)aniola, the admiral immediately 
scat oil shore one of the nathes of the island, whom he had taken to 
Spain, ^ext day, coming to anchoi near the town of the Nativity, a 
eanoe with two men came to the fleet, and asked for the admiral; 
and, on his appearing, they presented him with two g<dd marks, and 
many compliments, from the cacique Guacunagaii, Being asked 
conctinuig the Poitugucse wdio were left at the Nativity, they 
answered, that some ot them had died of distempers, and some had 
gone into other parU. The admiral supposed, from what they stated, 
that all, or most of the colonists w^ere dead; but, without reinarking 
on the subject to them, he dismissed tliem with some brass trinkets 
and other baubles for the caidquc, and a few' trifles for themselves. 

" On the fleet eutoiing the harbour of the Nativity, the admiral 
found the wliole town burned, and no person whatever co^ld be seen. 
Ho therefore w'cut up a river in the neighbourhood with several boats, 
having left orders to clean out the well wliich he had dug in the 
ibrt, and into which he liad directed the colonists to throV any gold 
they fnight obtain; but nothing of the kind could be found. As th^ , 
l^n^ans fled from tiieir liouses into the woods at his approach, he ^ 
tilianted to the site of the towm, where eight of the Portuguese 
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discover^} and three others ui the fields, who wore recognised by. 
their apparel, and seemed to have been a mouth dead. While look¬ 
ing on this melaticholy spectacle, a brother of the cacique came, ac¬ 
companied by some Indians who could speak some words of Spanish]^ 
and knew the names of all the Spaniards who had been left behind* 
They said that, after tlie departure of the admiral, the colonists fell 
out "among themselves, each of them taking as much gold and as 
many women as he could obtain ; that, after one had been killed by 
another, he, with nine others and ail the women, went away to the 
territories of a cacique who w.is lord of the mines, and by whom they 
had dll been killed ; that many days after, the cacique, named 
t^nabo, ivit]! a great number of men, came to the Nativity, where 
only eleven men remained to guard the fort, and set tire to the houses 
where the bpcuiiards resided, all of whom tied ; eight were drowned 
in the hi!i, and thiee wcio slam on shore: and further, thatGua- 
(,magan, in defending the Spaniards, had been wounded and fled. 

On Uie following dav the achuind wont to the cacique, who, with 
many expressions of s(*now, ielated all that had happened, and that 
he find lus men had beer wounded in deiVndnig the ypaniards, Mdlh 
iwiodcn swords and allows pointed with hsh-bones. At the close of 
*he inleiviciv, the ea^nque presented to the admiial eight strings of 
ro'iaU licads', 111 <d' \\hite, ijieen, and rc\l ston s, and three rfinall 
(abdiaOu"4 full ot gold dust, wtighliig about two pounds. The 
ridumal oifered iii letimi an ab^iudanee of trinket'^, which, though of 
lililc Ytilue^llic LaCH|uo highly estirti.iLed, -L^lthough he was VOiy ill, 
ht' insisted on going w'llh tlie .idmna] to see the fleet, where he was 
coiiru'oualj enteiiamed. "With ihi’ siglit of the hoiscs, of wdiich he 
had heaid, In* was greatly delighted. 

Among the women ou boaid the ship, wdio had been captives of the 
I'anbs, was one far sur])assmg the lest, and who, being greatly ad- 
riired by tl^e Spaniards, had retch ed li om them the name uf Cutalma*. 
bhe was td.^o repoaledly noticed by the cacique, who spoke to hflflf 
withgic.a bhtndness, dictated piobably by admiiation. At a colla¬ 
tion whnh w'us prepaicdtadumbus endca\uuicdtoicvive their former 
kmdh 'utf I course, but tin re was no lo&iionse ou the part of 
GutiCtuiagan who seemed to be ill at t‘abc. 'J'he Spaniards Avere 
extiLe-'^ ])V hi** « oiidurt to indulge suspiuons of his guilt, iiudoue of 
them iuiviscd tbiuinbus to detain the tatiuue as lus prisoner, but the 
adumal di’idaincd to act on the cnifty suggestion. The feelings iu 
opeialion, so dillercut iioai Avliat he liad foimcrly cxpcilenced, could 
not be i out call d iioui (Juacuiiugan, Avho, notwithstanding the 
cordiality of the adniin l, soon witb'ln w and itdurnod to the shore. 

On the following da\, the biothcr of tlie cacique came on board, 
ostensibly to barter a cpiaiitity of gold, but ically, as it afterward# 
ajipeared, to bjai i message to Catahna. The sequel is soon told« 
She awakened liei companions at midnight, when the crew were 
asleep, and proposed tliat they should make a determined cfibirtto 
obtain their freedom, as they were still, to a certain extent, capUA'## 
on board the ship. The shore wil^ full tliree miles distant, aira the 
sea was rough; but, accustomed as they were to the waves, they 
fear, ancl, letting themselves silently down front the sido Of 
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irwAf fitnick out boldly for the shore. The movement was deteeted, 
an akixm was raised, and full chose was given them in the* boats, 
Whioh moved in the direction of a light kindled on the shore, doubt¬ 
less to serve the fugitives as a signal. But they outstripped the boats, 
And it appeared that they would ultimately escape; but, on gaining 
the beach, four were captured. Catalina, with the rest of her com¬ 
panions, reached the forest in safety. On the same day, Guacanagari 
withdrew, with all lus effects, into the interior of the island, accom¬ 
panied, it was supposed, by Catalina. 

Such is the tale usually told. It is insinuated, indeed, that the 
eaeique acted with great perfidy, and that the destruction of the 
lartison was his work. We arc disposed, however, to demur tollts 
teception; and especially as the conduct thus attributed to Guaca- 
nagari is not only totally at variance with the course he previously 
potiftued, but with what he afterwards took, and -wliich can only bo 
accounted for, we think, from a high regard for the person of Columbus. 

Depressed by hie suspicions, the admiral sailed with the whole 
fleet eastwards, and on tho following day anchored at Monte Christo, 
one of seven low islands, which, though almost destitute of trees, were 
Still extremely pleasant; for though it was winter, tho Spaniards found 
a profusion of fine flowers and nests, some with eggs and others with 
young birds. Here, then, Columbus resolved to plant his colony, and 
bmded all tho men and provisions, the utcnsiL and animals that had 
been brought in the fleet. The site he had chosen M^as a fine plain, 
near a rock, on which a fort might conveniently be built, and lierc he 
immediately began to build a town, which he named Isabella, in 
honour of the Quetm of Castjle. Tho port of this plac'o was largo and 
convenient, and at only a short distance Avas a liver of most delicious 
water. And immediately beyond tliat river there atretclicd a vast 
and open plain, from tho exti’cinity of Avhich the Indians s?ud the gold 
mines of Cibao wore not far remote. 


* He now dispatched Alonzo do Ojeda, 'uuth an escort of fifteen men, 
to explore the mines of Cibao. He uiterwards sent twelve ships of 
his fleot back to Spain with tidings of what had occurred, and :i stacc- 
Wnt of all that w^as necessaj y lor the infant colony. It w'aw not long 
before Ojeda returned, and reported that ho had halted, on the ^Wi^.oud 
hight of his journey, at the pass ol a mooutain of very difficult access. 
That ut the distance of many leagues ho liad found Indian villages and 
OAoiques,who had treated him with gre^at kindness, and that at the end 
«f the sixth day's journey he came to the mines of Cibao, when the 
Itidians immediately took up gold from the bed of a small river, as they 
liad done in many other places of lus route, where he affirmed that 
itere was plenty of gold. In a few days tlie admiral set out for Cibao, 
taking all the people who, like himself, had been restored to health from 
ievere sickness, leaving a guard in the two ships and Ihi'ce (‘aravcls 
remained of the fieet, committing it to the, care of liib brother, 
Don Diego Columbus. 

On reaching the mountain already described, tlie admiral passed 
OTAT it along a path so narrow, steep, and winding, that the horses 
Inre led onwards with great difficulty. The party now entered the 
of Cibao, which was rough and stony, yet plentifully covered 
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with gross. The Indians, knowing from Ojeda's visit that 
Spaniards were in pursuit of the precious metal, met the admi^ 
everj^vlieic during liis inarch, bringing small quantities of gold wkub 
they had collected, and presents of provisions. Ho now ordered a 
fort to be reared, gave the command of it to Don Pedro Margarita^ 
with a garrison of lifty-six men. To the lort he gave the name of St. 
Thomas. 

Still intent on furthei- diseoverios, Columbus apin set sail; and, 
after visiting various places, and sending man^ of ln« people home, ho 
drew ncai to Santa Cruz, in Cuba, where his vessel was placed in 
imminent danger, by a sudden and furious squall. The sliip was laid 
on lier broadside, and though, irom lowering all the sails and dropping 
the anchors, she soon righted, yet she took in So much water at the 
deck that the people wore not able to kcoj) the hold clear. There was, 
at the same time, u great scarcity of provisions. Already they had 
been leduccd to ii pound of rotten biscuit daily, with halt'a pint of 
wine, except when they conld catch fish, which the climate would not 
allow them to Icoep. Of these circumstances the admfral thus speidts 
in his journal addressed to his sovereigns:—am myself at the 
same ullowance, 'and I pray to God that it may be for his honour and 
th(' service oi your highnesses, lor I shall never again expose xnye^ 
to such sufferings and diuigci^ for my own benefit; and there never 
passes a day but we are all on the brink of deatli/’ 

In this state of distress and danger the admiral arrived at Capo 
Santa (Vuz,* where he AVfls iiK^st generously regaled by the Indiana. 
He then cr/ntinued his voyage, coasting the Island of Jamaica, and at 
length returned to Ilispatuola. Here he found his brother, Hartholo*^ 
mew, whom he liad sent to tioat with tlie King of England about the 
discovery ol the Indies, On Ins return to Spain, vuth the grant of 
all his dcmiands, he learned at Paris, from Chai lcs, King of France, that ^ 
his brother, tlic admit..!, had already made a gi’cat discovery, and 
king supplied him with a liundred clowns, to enable him to prosacute ’ 
hiH journey into Spam. Finding, on his arrival at Seville, that hia 
brother liad set out on his second vtijuge, ho proceeded to 
majesties at Vnlindcrud, and th<*y immediately despatched him to 
Hispaniola. 

Enfeebled liy siekiuss, nnd opprcpscd with various anxieties, it was 
a great relief to (^ilumbus again to look on his brother, who had 
many qualifications for rendering him the most essential servioa^ ^ 
Immediately he im'cstod him wnth the title and authority of 
tado, resembling the power of a lieutenant-governor, and the necess^" 
had become urgent for all his aid, Pedro Margarite had been charge 
to make a tour of tho ittland, but, instead of doing so, he and his 
people, lingering in some of the villages, had greatly excited the wratfe \ 
of the natives by their gross and violent conduct. On Don Die^^ 
Columbus remonstrating with him for these outrages, 
replied in tlic haughtiest terms, and m so doing was supported by a 
pwty vehcfhently opposed to Columbus and his family. Among 
mese was friar Bovle, who had berm appointed vicar-apostolio fear 
New World, and all w'ho were disaffected to Columbus, or diasatisfietl 
with their abode, soon formed a powerful clique. The Mar acted as 
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if endowed with supreme authority, took poasessioxx of .certain a^ips 
ia harbour, and^ with some of hia adherents, set sail for Spam. 
Zlfcey thought their conduct might be easily justified to the sove- 
veipis, and that the opportunity would be secured of disparaging, so 
fat BE possible, the procee^ngs of Columbus, 

Meanwhile, the conduct of Margantc and his soldiers excited the 
greatest enmity in the bosoms of the natives. Wherever the Spauiaida 
oould be found singly or in small parties, they were put to death. One 
4!acique slew no fewer than ten soldiers, set hre to a house in uhich 
were forty invalid Spaniards, and so besieged a small fortress tliat had 
been reared, that the commander had to shut himself up within its 
waUs until relief should arrive. 


The most deadly enemy of ihe Spaniards, however, was Cannabo. 
As he had looked on enraged at the erection of the fort ol St. Thomas 
ia the very heart of his dominions, and now saw that after the de¬ 
parture of Margarite only fifty men remained, he determined to strike 
a blow which he hoped would prove fatal. He gathered together no 
ftwer then 10,000 armed warriors, and conducted them by a secret 
way tlu'ough the forests, in order to supriso Ojedn, who had been left 
in charge of it. He laid siege to the fortress for thirty days, bringing 
tl|^on it great distress ; but he failed to effect his object, lost many of 
ku men, and then withdrew. He now strove to combine the princip*.! 
caciaues of the island, in order to surnrisc the settlement of Isabella. 




and root out the Spaniards. Thiee, inspired by determmed hatred of 
the oolonists, joined the league, but Quacanagari declined doin" so, 
etitmrtained a number of Kpaniiuds in his territory, and thus diew 
uiMixi hsm the hostility of the other caciques. Behcchio, the sovereign 
of the most extensive and populous domain, killed one of lus wives, 
and Caanabo took another captive; but Guacanagari still adhered to 
the Spaniards, and prevented tlie conspiracy being carried out, because 
his oym dominions were immediately in the neighbourhood of the 


Mttlement. 


<}uacauagari apprised Columbus fully of the designs of the caciques, 
.and the cordial mtcrcourse that had previously existed was entirely 
renewedi As there were strong reasons why he should not engage 
in open conflict, he determined to accomplish his object by different 
means. The fort Magdalena A\as bedeagured by Guatiguana, who 
had massacred many of tlie Spjuiiaids ; the admiral, therefore, sent 
a smaU force against him, ho was suinmarily defeated, and his country 
laid waste. C'amiabo still romairied as u formidable foo; and while 
(^lumbus was greatly pcqdcxod, as lie saw the character and re¬ 
sources of his adversary in tlieir true light, Ojeda made proposals to 
. extricate him from his diificulty. 

As these were acceded to, Ojeda, accompanied by ten men of a 
rimilarly daring spirit, dashed into the forest, and hurrying over 
sixty leagues of tcrntoiy, presenU^d himself before the paciquc in one 
his moat populous towns, as a friendly ambassador fioin the 
fudmiral. Cannabo hud already conceived a warrior’s admiration for 
Clj^a, from his conduct during the recent siege, and his personal 
dualities now led to his being regarded os a favourite. So dexterouriy 
4id Ojeda use his newly-acquired influence, that Cannabo agreed Xg 


f^ECONB VOYAGE OP COLUMBUS. 89^' 

visit Columbus; but when the time for starting an*ivecl, Ojeda saw. 
with surprise a powerful army ready to march. Ojeda ijitixnatcd 
that such a force was not necessary in a merely friendly visit, but 
the cacique replied that any other escort W'ould not be fitting so ^eat 
a prince as himself. Ojeda, therefore, trie^^nothcr expedient. 
ducing a set of highly-polished manacUl^ and assuring Connabo 
that they were ornaments worn by the Castilian monarclis on great, 
festivals, and sent as a present to him, he proposed that, after certain 
ceremonies, he should be decorated with them. Accordingly Can* 
nabo bathed in the ri\Gr, mounted behind Ojeda on his noble horsOf 
and pleasing himself in his exinplicity with the idea of the state of a 
Spanish monarch, was invested with the glittering shackles. But 
soon w'as the splendid dream dissipated: the Spaniards drew their 
swords, threatened Cannabo with instant death if he made any resist- 
a’lce, bound him with cords to Ojeda, then hastened off with their 
prize, and after a long, rough, and perilous journey, Ojeda entered 
Isabella in triumpb, with Cannabo bound beliind bim as a captive* ^ 

The air of the cacique, when brought before Columbus, was lofty 
and unsubdued; he neither solicited favour nor deprecated vengeance* 
Caught in the coils of Ojeda, he bore him no resentment, but re¬ 
garded him as successful in a well-laid stratagem. When Columbus 
entered the prison of his captive, all present rose and paid him reve¬ 
rence, w'hilc the cacique remained sitting; but w hen Ojeda entered, the 
cacique ruse, and saluted him with the utmost icvcrence. Columbus 
was not insensible to the heroic spirit of the cacique, but thought it 
necessary to his safety to hold him as a prisoner till he could be 
shipped fur Spain. One of Oannabo’s brothers endeavoured to 
suiqirise tlie fortress of St. Thomas, and to capture some Spaniards, 
for whom the cacique might be exchanged, but he was over-matched 
by Ojeda, who routed his forces, and took him captive. 

The spirit of Columbus was now greatly cheered by the arrived pf 
four ships, with not merely a supply of provisions, but a number of 
persons, among whom were mechanics and husbandmen. He was 
especially gratified by a letter from the sovereigns, conveying their 
approval of all he had done, and inviting him to return, or to send 
sonic suitable peison to attend a eonventioa^for adjusting the luxe of 
discovery between Spain and Portugal. Hastening the return of the 
ships, he sent his brother as his representative, specimens of fruitOi 
and plants, and all the gold he could collect, with a human cargo of 
•'500 Indian captives, to bo sold as slaves in Seville ! 

That a renewed and hobtile cflort w'as about to be made by the allied 
caciques, w^as now communicated to Columbus by Guaennagori, and 
the adinirsl assembled all forces to put their ai'iny to the route* 
A dreadful scene ensued, on which wc thiiuk from dwelling; but 
there was one fcatuio which must be mentioned, as characteristic: 
twenty-bloodhpunds w'erc lot loose on the naked Indians, among 
W^hoin they committed frightful ravages. The defeat of the caciques 
was decisive, and, though Guacanagori was little more than a sp^a» 
tor of the battle, his suppoit of the Spaniards excited the utmost 
execration of his countrymen, 

Columbus now proceeded through the bland, in the attitude of it 
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oOnqueror, and imposed tributes on tliosc he had vanquished* 
Wherever there were mines, each individual, above tixe age of four¬ 
teen yeaas, was compelled to render everj'' three months, a tribute of 

S old-dust, which has been reckoned as equal in value to fifteen 
oUais of the present The demand on the cacique was pro¬ 

portionately larger ; when gold was not produced, twenty-four pounds 
of cotton were specified as the quarterly tribute. Failure of payment 
incurred the penalty of arrest and punishment. Completely to sub¬ 
jugate the Indians, various forts w'erc erected, to the destruction 
of the hopes they had cherished, and to their extreme depression and 
sorrow. They attempted retaliation on their oppressors by stripping 
the trees of liuit, pulling up useful roots, and even destroyed their 
fields of mai/e. Ilut the evils they anticipated did not follow. The 
famine they sought to produce was averted from the Spaniards by 
supplies received from Spam ; but they brought upon thcmbelvcs 
increased and bitter suffiTiiigs, which were only ended in their most 
abject Bubmission. 

An evil influence M^as being exerted meanwhile against Columbus 
in the Court of Spain, by Margante and Fnar Boyle. The most 
exaggerated representations iverc made to his disadvantage, w^hilc 
his accusers cast a ehnik over the offences with which they were so 
clearly chargeable. Clouds had now gathered over the royal favour, and 
the power of the udimral was ou the wane. The fact was disclosed 
by a proclamation, giving permission to all native-born subjects, not 
only to settle m Hispaniola, but to go onvojagcs of discovery and 
traffic to the new world. An eiglith of the tonnage "was secured to 
Columbus, but he felt that his rights were invaded; that the arrange¬ 
ment was mad(‘ without any communication with him ; and that in- 
, calculable evils were likely, in consequence, to arise. The arrival of 
the ships at lasbon, ^vith the articles already mentioned, mitigated, 
in some degree, the unfavour able impressions made* ag.unst Columbus, 
but it was determined to send out a ci>mmissionc*r to examine his 
conduct and the alleged distresses of the colony. As to the five 
hundred slaves sent to Spam, the <[ueou ordered that they should be 
taken back to their natne countiy, ns she found a variance among 
the opinions of the oI<»giaiis as to whether or not they iniglit bo justly 
fictaiued. 

Juan de Agiuido, the comnussioner, ou arriving m Hispaniola, and 
finding Columbus absent, proceeded to the full exorcise of power. 
Setting aside Don Bartliolomcw, who had been placed in command 
by the admiral, and utterly forgetful that, when at Hispaniola before, 
he was Bpooiallj commended to the royal favour by Columbus, ho 
proclaimed himself by sound of trunipi*t, arrested various public 
officers, and directed that all who conceived themsclvcB wronged 
should slate their case to him. Nor did he conceal the unfavourable 
estimate ho had formed of C’olumbus ; he even spoke of proceeding to 
hisairest, and the most serious conbequenccs to the admiral were 
speedily apprehended. 

Columbus waH a man of very different mould, and hastened to meet 
Aguado, at Isabella, tliough he heard of his insolence in the interior 
of the island. He even received him with the utmost courtesy, 
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directed his letter of credence to be again proclaimed by sound ot 
trumpet, and expressed his willingness to do promptly whatwer 
might be agreeable to his sovereigns. But the spirit of the admiral 
was misconstrued, and his conduct attributed to weakness. Ac¬ 
cusers sprang up on every hand, and to hin^jwas ascribed every evil 
which in any way had befallen the colony. It was not long before 
Aguado considered be had completed hia^-case, involvmg the utter 
ruin of Columbus and his brothers, and he prepared to leave the 
colony, Columbus was equally resolved on returning to Spain, 
deeply concerned to vindicate his cause, and to trace the failure in 
revenue which had arisen, to its real cause. 

Their purpose was delayed by a terrible storm, which sank throe 
of the ships, and drove others wrecks on the shore. Before a vessel 
could be constructed for them, tidings were brought by a young man 
named Diaz, in the service of the Adelantado, of his becoming ac¬ 
quainted with mines still richer in gold than those of Cibao, on the 
banks of a river called the Ilayna. The new vessel, the Santa Cruz, 
being uoiv completed, and the’Nina repaired, Columbuli gave charge 
of the Lsland to his brother Bartholomew, find embarked in one of 
the caravels, while Aguado proceeded in the other. The refuse of 
tlie colony accompanied them; there were also thirty Indians, and 
among them the cacique Cannabo, one of his brothers, mid a nephew, 
whom bo promised to restore to theii’ island and power, after pre¬ 
senting them to the sovereigns, and hoping that they would hereafter 
aid him in a(fcomplishing important purjicses,* Cannabo, however, 
expired during the voyag<'. 

After a tedious voyage of four months, the vessels entered the bay 
of Cadiz, The return, however, presented a serious contrast to the 
departure. Wlun the adventurers w'cnt forth, it was under the in¬ 
spiriting influence of high hopes, and in the enjoyment of the full tide 
of health; but now ap])caiod a tram of men pale and wan with the 
ravages of disease and the sufferinga of the voyage—men, it has been 
said, “ w'ho earned in their yellow countciiaiiccfa u mockery of tluit 
gold which had been the object of their scan h; and wdio had nothing 
to relate of the New Woild but tales of sickn(*ss, jiovcrty, and diaap- 
poinfment.” 

Columbus appeared m the garb of a Erauciscan monk ; but on his 
way to Burgos, to meet the sovereigns, he made a splendid show of 
coronets, collars, bracelets, and other golden ornaments. lie was also 
accompanied by several Indians, gaily decorated with glittering orna¬ 
ments, and among them was the brother of Cannabo, wearing a mas¬ 
sive collar and chain of gold. Anticipating very different treatmcait, 
he was regarded by the sovereigns with great favour, nor "was there 
any allusion to the complaints of his accusers, or to the investigation 
through which Aguado had passed. It was evidentthat what Columbus 
had accomplished outweighed all that had been alleged to his discredit. 
Encouraged, therefore, by these auspicious circumstances, he asked 
for eight ships, tw^o to proceed with supplies to Hispaniola, the other 
six to be placed under his command for a voyage of enterprizor which 
bo promised should be crowned by more extensive discoveries. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

THIRD VOYAGE OF COLUMBUS. 

It was aftei the rcturiH^of Columbus from his second voyage that 
many grants, which were exceedingly gratifying, were now made to 
him, more particularly by Isabella, for Ferdinand la-^hed all his 
revenues in warlike enterprises; but serious difficulties obsUuctedhis 
course, and a spirit hostile to his views was apparent in various quar¬ 
ters. Nearly two ^ears elapsed before the two ships were despatched to 
Hispaniola, and an preparing the six ships for further discovery there 
was a still more serious delay. On the 30th of May, 1498, they were 
completed. Columbus again set sail, resolved on pursuing a some¬ 
what different route. 

On the 1st of August, the man stationed in the round-top sur¬ 
prised them with the joyful cry of “ Land ! ’* They stood towards it 
and discovered a considerable island, to which the admiral gave the 
name of Trinidad. It lies on the coast of Ouiana, near the mouth of 
the Orinoco. It rolls towards the ocean such a vast body of Avater, 
and rushes into it with such impetuous force, that when it meets the 
tide, which on that coast reaches to an uncommon height, their col¬ 
lision occasions a swell and agitation of the waves no less surprising 
than formidable. In this conflict the irresuitiblc toirent of the river 
80 far prevails that it freshens the ocean manv leagues with its flood. 

Before Columbus could apprehend any ckngcr, he-was entangled 

among those 
adverse cur¬ 
rents and 
tempestuous 
AvnvcB, and it 
Avas with the 
utmost diffi¬ 
culty that 
he escaped 
through a 
mu row strait, 
which ap¬ 
peared BO tre- 
inciidoub that 
he tailed it 
La Boca del 
Diago. Ab 
soon as the 
consternation 
AA Inch this oc¬ 
casioned per* 
mitted him to 
reflect on the 
imtuie of an 
appoatance 

BO extraordinary, he discerned in it a souice of oomfoit and bopO| 




♦nimD VOTAOB 6F tOLUMBUiS. 



iie justly concluded tliat such a vast body of water as this river 
l[;<>utiuiied could not be supplied by any island, but must flow 
throu^li a country of immense extent, and consequently that he had 
now ariived at that continent uhich it had been his great concern 
to dificovei. Full of this idea, he stood to Uie west, along the coast 
of those prQ|inces which are now known by the names of Park 
and ('uinaii£^ 

lie landed in several places, and had some intercourse with the 
pcox>lo, who resembled those of Hi'-paniola in their appearance and 
niannei of life. They wore, us ornaments, small plates of gold, and 
pearls of considerable value, which they willingly exchanged for 
European toys. They seemed to possess a better understanding and 
gi’catcT courage than the inhabitants of the islands. The country 
produced foui-footed animaln of several kinds, as well as a great va^* 
riety of fowls and fruits. So 
much delighted was the ad¬ 
miral with its beauty and 
fertility that he imagined it 
to be the paradise described 
in Scripture. Tthus Colum¬ 
bus had the honour not only 
of discovering the New 
“NVoild, but made consider¬ 
able piogi’cs^i towards an ac¬ 
quaintance ukh it. The 
hhaitcred condition of his 
ships, the sciiicity of pio- 
visions, his oum infirmiticj*, 
together withtheimpatunee 
of his crcAv, prevented Ins 
making any lurther disc o- 
vert, and hi» bore awa\ fv)i 
St. Doinmgo, 

Don Ihutholomew had 
expoiienced many tiiuK— 
during tlie absence of his 
In other irom the colonv- 
One person, Francisco Itol- 
dan, who had been raised 
by Columbus fioni deep 
overty, and promoted untd 

e attained the rank of chicf-justice of tlie kland, had become 
a great cause of disquietude. IIis object was to raise the fabric 
I of hia own power and authority on the ruins of those possessed 
by Columbus and his biothers. Mingling with the people, he insinu* 
ated that the admiral was in disgrace, and would he Stained ih 
Bpam, and that the designs of his brothers were neither generous nor 
mat; but, on the contrary, selfish and mercenary. And so powerfully 
hia calumnies act on the people, that they would have assas^ 
sinated the adelontado^ had nut the plot been happUy discovered in 

* 
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Don DicgOf tlxinkiiig to divert liim from such purposes, despatched 
him with a !»mall force to reduce some Indians who had become dis¬ 
affected. But it served as a nucleus, around which he gathered all 
the discontented caci'^ucs, and soon insolently defied those who were 
invested with authonty. He immediately proceeded to many acts of 
violence, and would liavc taken possession of ont' of the forts, but his 
designs were fi usli ated by its commander. JIis forces %> increased; 

• remonstrances and threats were alike altogetlier m vmn, while he 
employed secret means, as well as open outrage, to effect his purposes. 
His conduct led the Indians to w'lthhold their tribute. The resources 
of the colony were rapidly diminishing. Even the adelantado was not 
sure of the fidelity ol lus gari’isoii, mid remained shut up in Fort Con- 
cejition, and despair was staring liirn in tlie face, when two ships 
arrived with provisions and troops, and, moreover, witli the royal 
oonfir/nation of the authority of the adeJautado, to tlic discomfiture of 
the rebels, and the security of his soldiers' fidelity. 

The adelantado now offered Itoldan and lus associates exemption 
from punishijftont, on condition of immediate obedience. Tlie pro¬ 
posal was instantly rejected. Iloldan now exhibited the distant 
province of Xaragua to his adherents as a legion free from the 
thraldom to which they had been subject, and 'where they might give 
themselves up to indulgence ; and, charmed by the piospert, ihty fol¬ 
lowed him at once to what they deemed an earthly pfuaclise." But 
while the adelantado was thus delivered from a subtle and dangerous 
foe, he had other evils to endure iu the lusuiTcction of the Indians 
under the cacique Guarioncx; nor was it put down until the 
adelantado aad his soldiers were almost Avoin out with toil and hunger. 
On the capture of the cacique he expected nothing but d(*ath, for this 
insurrection and others in which hi' liad been engaged; but the ade¬ 
lantado was satisfied with merely holding him as a prisoner. 

' Columbus landed at St. Domingo in this distracted state of the 
colony, and was astonished and pained on finding that three vessels 
he had despatched from the Canaries had not yet arrived. Strangely 
enough, from the violence of currents, and the unskilfubioss of pilots, 
they had been driven a hundred and sixty miles west of the island, 
and compelled to take shelter in Uie very province 1o which Roldan 
and his adherents had repaired, llieir leader carefully concealed 
from the commanders of the ships his insurrection; and, making every 
effort to gain their confidence, persuaded them to set on shore a con¬ 
siderable pari of the new settlers they had brought over, that they 
might proceed by land to St, Domingo. Tlie refuse of the gaols of 
Spain, familiar with idleness, licentiousness, and deeds of violence, 
required but few arguments to espouse the cause of Roldan, and they 
eagerly returned to a course like that to which they had been accus-^ 
tomed. The commanders of the vessels saw, when it was too late, thew 
itojparudcnce of disembarking so many of their men ; reached the port 
ft ftw days after the admiral; but their stock of provisions, wasted 
during a long voyage, brought little relief to the colony. 

Roldan, aided by a band of such bold and desperate associates, 
became extremely formidable, and consequently more extravagant xA 
his demandfl. But though Columbus was enraged at his mgratitwdlii|^ 
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and exasperated at the insolence of his followers, he dreaded the break¬ 
ing forth pf the bitter consequences of a civil war^ and determined to 
negociate rather than to fight. A favourable impression was now 
made on the minds of some of the mutineer*;, by a pioclamatlon oifer- 
iiig aliee pardon to any wlio would retuni to obedience, and promising 
to all who should dosiie it tUo liberty of loturnmg to Spam, En¬ 
gaging to reflfetate Iloldan in his office, Ctdumbus southed his pride; 
and, complying "with most of his demands m behalf of his followers, he 
satisfied their avarice. Thus, after much ncg(;ciauon, but without 
bloodshed, he terminated a most dangerous confederacy, and restored 
the appearance of order and tranquillity to the colony. 

To the mutineers, now brought imder subjection, lauds were assigned 
in thtferent parts of the island, and the Indians \vho w'cre there were 
directed to cultivate a cci tain portion of new giound for the use of 
their masters, I’his substitution of labour for the payment of tribut€^ 
brought heavy calamities on the suficriug iiafuea-; iuid it prevented 
Ooliuubus from prosecuting his disco\ ci ic>, as it v\ as necessary for his 
own preservation to keep neai him the adelantado, ami tlie sailors 
wlio were designed foi that service. As soon as he could, he 
sent some of lus ships to Spain, with a journal of hift» voyage, a de- 
ftciiption ol tlie discoveries he had recently made, a chart of the coa^t 
along which he hud sailed, and specimens of the gold, pearls, and 
other valuable oi curious articles he had obtained iiom traffic with 
the natives, llu described, also, the insurrection which liad taken 
place, and picpared several regulations for the.belter government of 
the colony, Roldan and hi& associates, meanwhile, were not neg¬ 
lectful of tlieir own interests ; they sent to Spain, by the same ships, 
a defence of tlieir conduct, to which they added various accusations of 
the admiral ami his brothers, and unhappily the latter gamed most 
credit, and fnut unexpectedly arose from the seeds of calumny that 
v\eic thus diligently sown. 

Ferdinand had a icudy eai for such allegations. IIo saw, with 
eagle eye, that a remote commercial advantage placed in one scale, 
wnth the remittances that had been received, were far outweighed by 
the costs of the armaments. The honour of the discovery in suon 
I'ucunisianccs vanished bcloic him into tliin air. As he conceived 
the country to abound with gold, he tiaeod the loss sustained by Spain 
to Columbus's misconduct and incapacity for government, and 
dienshecl the fcdnigs to which t>iich conclusions gave rise. Nor was 
Ferdinand dihabused in any rrsp^ct by the influence of Isabella, in 
whoso fai oui the; adniiial hud oc c upied so high a place. On the oon- 
trary, as she had heard repc itCMl tak.s of grievance and disaffefition, 
she supposed that they must have some real and lamentable cause; 
hence she also iiidulgcul lo susplcuni, mid her predjudices were oour 
filmed by the Bishop of Radajoz. 

Had her state of mind been diifciont, Columbus might have 
as he had already done, many and powerful adversaries. Rut the 
staff of his Confidence was now broken, and a fatal icaolation Was 
taken against bun, Francis do llobadilla was appointed to inquire 
into his conduct, und, on findbig two charges proved, he Was to auper- 
, i^de him in the government of St. Domingo. The judge had, there- 
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fore, the stronge&t interest in the conTictioii of the acciise^; and 
accordingly, as soon as he landed he treated Columbus as a criminal. 
He took possession of the admiral's house, and seized his effects, in 
his absence. He rendered himself master of the fort and of the King's 
Stores by violence. lie set at liberty all piisoners, and required that 
all should acknowledge him as chief governor. He tont^mitted to 
Columbus the loyal mandate declarative of his own rothority, and 
summoned him at the same time to give an account of his conduct. 

Cohimbus, deeply affected by such treatment from his sovereiras, 
repailcd submissively, and wdtnout delay, to Bobadilla's court. But 
fui'thcr degradation awaited liim. Instead of admitting the man he 
had summoned into lus presence, Bobadilla ordered his immediate 
arrest, his being latjcn with irons, and hurried on board a ship. And 
80 popular had his (qiprcssor become among the Spaniards by various 
favouiB, whom indigence or crime had impelled to leave their country, 
that they expressed the most indecent satisfaction at the disgrace and 
imprisonment of Columbus, It was from these persons that 
BoWUlla collected materials for his charges, and transmitted the 
result to Spain. 

That Columbus and his brothers, all bound in fetters, might not 
derive any solace from intercourse, they were confined in different 
^ps« The captain of the vessel in which the admiral was a prisonei, 
acted towards him, however, with great kindness. As soon as he 
was clear of the island, he approached Columbus with great respect, 
and offered to release him from his chains; but the favour was at once 
declined. ** I wcai’ these irons," replied Columbus, “ in consequence 
of an order of my sovereigns. They shall find me as obedient to this, 
as to their other injunctions. By their command I have been con¬ 
fined, and by ihcir command alone will I be set at liberty." 

Hxtremely short was the voyage to Spjin. Meanwhile, Pordinand 
andlsabelld were the subjects of no little anxiety and apprehension 
They could not avoid the impression that the disgrace and bandage of 
their prisoner w^ould cast a slur on then own honour, and that in the 
view of all Euroiic. Thus a change was suddenly ■wrought in their 
policy; they not only set Columbus at liberty, but invited him to 
court, and sent him money, that his appearance there might accord 
with his rank. On entering the royal presence, he threw himself at 
the feet of the sovereigns, utterly overwhelmed by the feelmgs that* 
arose in bosom. At length he gave a full account of his proceed* 
ings, end amply exposed the malice of his enemies. 

Still the sovcieigns were only half-hearted in the cause of Colum¬ 
bus, They expressed tlicir sorrow for •what had oceuired, of which 
they declared themselves ignorant, and promised him future protec- 
tion and favour; they also as instantly degraded Bobadilla; but they ^ 
did not reinstate Columbus as viceroy of the countiles he had dis¬ 
covered. Under various pretexts, they retained him at court, and 
appointed Nicholas dc Ovando governor of St, Domingo. Columbus 
was deeply afflicted by this new injury from the hands of those to 
whom he looked for a healing balm for his wounded heart. In one 
way he gave expression to his feelings. He carried about with him 
the fetters jjt'hien had been placed upon him wherever hO went; they 
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constantly huu^ iip in Ids eliainber, and he oidered that, when he died, 
they should be bmicd in his grave. 

Ovando aiiived at St. Domingo in due time with a powerful rein'' 
forceinent, and Bobadilla was required instantly to return to Spain. 
Roldan and the other mutineeis weie ordered to leave the island at 
the same time. A proclamation was issued declaring the natives to 
be free subjects of Spain, from whom ny service was to be exacted 
unwillingly, or without just payment lor their laboui. Various regu¬ 
lations were also made, tending to suppress the licentious apuit of the 
Spaniards, which had been so injurious to the colony ; and to esta¬ 
blish a reverence for law, as well as to limit the exorbitant gain which 
private persons wcie supposed to make from working mines, it was 
ordered that all the gold should be brought to a public smelting- 
house, and one halt declared the property of the crown. 

AVhilc thohe meabures were taken, Columbus was appealing to the 
court of Spain tor a just settlement of his own claims; but he had 
no real friend in Ferdinand. That sovereign had long been dissatis¬ 
fied with the giant of sucli extended favours to a foreigner, though at 
the time they Avere bestowed there Avas no knoAvledge of the countrieB 
over Avhicli they would be cxeioised. The light cast upon them by 
Columbus was increased by that derived from the discoveries of other 
navigators, one of whom Avas Vincente Yanez Pinzon, one of the 
family fiom AAdiich Columbus obtained a companion in his first voy¬ 
age. All the information gained jiroduccd the impression of almost 
boundless territory, and of proportionate W'dalth For Columbus to 
btf viceroy under such circumatanccs became* in his view*, more and 
more repugnant; in addition 4o which Columbus w'as not, as he had 
been, indispensable He had opened the jiath AAdiich many navigators 
MXTC now AA'illing to track, even doing so at their oAvn cost, and 
ahariiig their profits Avith the fi(iVoreign. The jealousy and selfishness 
of Ferdinand arc strikingly appment, but these were prominent inhis 
character. 

Not that they burst foiUi at once in the vicAV of Columbus ; on the 
centraly, it \vas plan&ibly pretended that the factions of the island 
might occasion him great anxieties AA'ere he to return, and that 
another governor had better cxerci'^c his jiower until the discontents 
were quelled. Meanwhile, Columbus boie his tiials with great meek¬ 
ness, Avarnily chciibhccl m his bosom the spirit of enterprise, and left 
no means unemployed for bringing it into full operation. 


CilAPTiiR IX. 

rOTETH VOYAGE OE COLUMBUS. 

It was with a constitution impaired by past trials, but with a mi);d 
retaining all its vigour, that Columbus commenced his fourth Yoy^e 
of discovery Avlicn ho avos not far from seventy years of age. He 
sailed from Cadiz, accompanied by his bi other Don Bartholomew, and 
with a small squadron, on the 9th of Ma 3 % lo02. He reached the 
Coribbee islands after an auspicious voyage, and intended at once to 
proceed on his discoveries:; but Avhhing to exchange one of his 
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vessels for one of tlic flout tliat hi^d taken out Ovando, he sailed on¬ 
wards for St. Domingo, acting in express violation of his orders, but 
trusting tliat the reason of his so doing would be a sufficient excuse* 

At the time of his arrival the iftland was under gioat excitement. 
The fleet of Ovando was in the harbour, ready to take lioldan and 
many of liis followers to Sptiin, Boveral of whom were midor arrest, 
Bobadilla had acted imprudently and tyrannonsly, but the large 
quantity of gold with which he was about to embark M'ould cover, he 
supposed, hia niiiiiy and great errors, Columbus now sent an ex- 
l^laiiation of tlie purpose ox his coming, and a reejuest that, as a storm 
Was approaching, he might be allowed to take shelter in the haiboui: 
but this favour was refused by Ovando, Columbus forcBceing, from 
his great exiioncnce, that a tempest was approaching, asked that the 
flailing of the fleet might be delayed; but as, to an ordinary 05 (*, all 
Seemed fair, his application in this was treated vrith derision. Ii 
was with varied feelings, among which indignation was dominant, 
that Columbus endured such treatment, while the crew were dissatis¬ 
fied at hating cast in their lot with hini who could be thus assailed. 
He knew, howevei, that a tempest was at hand, and it was necessary 
at once to gam the best shelter in then power. 

It was not long before the storm came in all tlie fury that prevails 
in the K'gioufl of the west, Columbus kept close to tlic shore, and 
austained no mjury; but the other vessels weie driven about tremen¬ 
dously, and were in imminent danger of entire destruction, Thu 
adeloiitado w*!is m the greatest peiil; but at length, tln^y all gained a 
port of St. Domingo in sufoty. Not so w^as it with the Spam&h fleet: 
the most inveterate enemies of ColuiuBus, among whom Were lloba- 
dilla and lloldan, with all their ill-gotton gold, sank like lead in tlio 
mighty w'aters. Many ships were cntircl}’' lost; some iii a shaticit d 
state returned to St. Domingo, and only one safely loached Spain -thi- 
one, singularly enough, that contamed 4,000 pieces of gold, remitted 
by tho agent of ColumbUvS. 

As soon as hi» sliips were read}", Columbus again set sail; intent 
on discovering the supposed strait that was to lead him to the Indian 
Ocean* Hero another Icmiiest occurred, aiul the admirfil was ho lU 
that he frequently thought his death w^as near. At length he anived 
at what is called Costa lleca, or tho lUuh Coast, from the gold and 
silver mines found iii after yeais among its niountarns, llere he 
found ornaments of pure gold among tho natives. He heard also of a 
great kingdom in the W'cst, where an abundance of gold was f^und. 
Of this he went mpursmt; but after piocceding beyond Cape Niunbre 
de Dios, he gave up all further efforts to find the strait. Though lie 
advanced into the country, he did not penetrate bo far as to cioss the 
narrow isthmus which Bcparates the Gulf of Mexico from the gieat 
Southern Ocean. So delighted, however, was he with the feitiluy ot 
the country and its apparent wealth, hat he resolved to leave a small 
colony in the province of Veragua, under the command of his 
brother, and to return to Spam, to procure all that was necessary for 
a permanent establishment. 

Quibian, the cacique, was secretly opposed to these proceedings, 
and it was in vain Columbus attempted to obtain his favour. Quibum 
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contemplated an attack on the Spaniards, and the adcluntado resolved 
to defeat his plot; in which he succeeded. The cacique waa taken> 
but he subsequently escaped. The spoils of his dwelling consisted of 
braccleits and anklets, massive plates of gold, and two coronets. One 
of these was assigned to the adelantado; a part of the booty was 
set apart for the crown, and the remainder was shared by the advent 
turers. 

Tbo tuigovernable spirit of the people under his command, however, 
deprived Columbus of the honour of planting tlic hrst colony on the 
contuient of America, llicir insolence and rapacity provoked the 
natives to take arms; and as these were more hardy and A\iurhke than 
the islanders, they cut off some of the Spaniards, and obliged the rest 
to abandon the station as untenable. This repulse, the ffxst that had 
been met with from the American nations, was followed by a succes¬ 
sion of the disasters to which navigation is exposed. Furious hurri¬ 
canes, with violent storms of thunder and lightening, threatened the 
leaky vessels with destruction; while the discontented efews, destitute 
of provisions and exhausted Mdth fatigue, wexo unwilling or unable 
to execute the commands of Columbus, One of his ships perished, 
another was necessarily abandoned, us unlit for scivico, and with the 
tv^o that remained he quitted that part of Ihu couUuent which he 
named, in his anguish, the Coast of Vexation, and bore away for St. 
Domingo. 

In tins voyage other distresses awaited •Columbus. A violent 
tempest drove him back from tlic coast of Cuba, Ins ships fell foul of 
one another, and were so much shattered that it was with the utmost 
difficulty they reached Jamaica, where he was obliged to run them 
aground to ju'cvent them from sinking. The measure of calamity 
seemed now to be full. Cast ashore on an island at a considerable 
distance from the only settlement of the Spaniards in America, his 
ships were ruined beyond the possibility of being repaired. Availing 
himself, therefore, of the kindness of the natives—^who, considering 
the Spaniiixds wcie beings of a superior nature, were eager to relieve 
their wants—he obt.uncd two canoes, each formed of the trunk of a ^ 
tree, lu)llowed with lire. In these wretched boats Mendez, a Spaniard, 
and Fic&chi, a Genoese, l>io gentlemen particularly attached to 
Columlnis, bravely offered to set out foi St. Domingo, a voyage of 
about thirty leagues. They accomplished their purpose in ten days, 
after cucoimlcnng iiuivdible p.ciils, and enduring such fatigues 
that several ui the ludiaus who uccompiinicd them sunk xuidcr their 
sufferings and died. 

Pitiable as was their condiiion, it might be supposed to plead loudly 
in their behalf, but the attention paid them by Ovando was neither 
such as their courage deserved, nor the distress of the persons from 
whom they came required. For eight months they earnestly solicited 
relief, but unhappi^ in vuin. 

Thc feelings of Columbus and his companions, duiing this time, 
were various and coniiictuig. At first the hope of speedy deliverance 
cheered even the desponding; after eoinc time, the more timorous 
bvgan to forebode that tho effort had failed; at len^^ the last hope 
of the most sanguine was quenched, and abject despair settled in every 
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breasts The Bailors, now transported with rage, became openly 
mutinous* threatened the life of Columbus as the author of all their 
oalamitiest seized the canoes which he had purchased from the In- 
dians, and, despising alike remonstrance and entreaty, made off with 
them to a distant part of the island. Other evils arose, before long* 
from the natives ; for as their industry was not greater than that of 
their neighbours in St. Domingo, Idee them they found the support¬ 
ing of BO many strangers intolerable. Provisions were brought in with 
reluctance, and threats were held out of their being withdrawn 
altogether, a course which had been fatal to the Spaniards. 

ColumbuB, as he had often done before, now resorted to artifice r ' 
availing himself of his ftkillin astronomy, and knowing that there would 
shortly be a total eclipse of the moon, on the day before it was to 
happen, he assembled all the principal persons of the district, and after 
reprobating them for their fickleness in withdrawing their aid from 
men whom they lately revered, declared that the Spaniards were the 
servants of th<» Great Spirit, who dwells in heaven, who made and 
governs the world; and that he, (ffeuded by their neglect of men 
who were the objects of his special favour, was jirepared to punish 
their crime with exemphuy seventy. He affirmed that on the following 
night, the moon would w'ltlihold her h>>ht, and appear of a bloody 
hue, as an emblem of the vengeance they were about to endure: some 
listening with careless indifference, and others with credulous hurprise. 
But when the night came, and the moon bcgiin gradually to be dark¬ 
ened, and at length appealed of a red colour, only onfi feeling i}rc- 
vailcd—all w'cre struck Avith astonishment and tciror. They ran to 
their houseb—mslanlly returned laden wT.h provisions to Columbus, 
and laid them at his feet, conjuring him to entieat the Great Spiiit to 
avext the destruction that threatened them. Columbus appealed to 
be moved by tlieir eiitreatievS, promising to comply with their request: 
the moon, of course, soon recovered its splendour; and from that daj 
the Spaniards were plentifully supplied. The device adopted by 
Columbus, in this iiistanee, has often been lauded for its ingenuity, 
buc on sound principles it mus.t be condemned, as utteily at variance 
with the chums of truth and sincerity. 

Be-embarking with his shattered erew', he was driven by a succession 
cf frightful tempests across the ocean, until the 7th November, 150^1, 
whtm he anchored in the little haibour of St. Lucar, twelve miles from 
Seville, to which city he speedily repaired. But even licre peace ivas 
not to be his lot. Troni the time of his arrest by Bobadilla, his affaxis 
had been deranged; what was due to him was but partially collected, 
and even this amount had not been jinid him. Not only had his 
finances been exhausted by the last voyi ce, but it had involved him 
in flesh difficulties, l"he money ccllei t( din St, Domingo was spent in 
bringing home many of his late crcAv; while ho was supposed to be 
rich he was in personal want; and to a c«^nsidcrable extent the crown 
tvas his debtor. I receive nothing of the revenue duo to me," he 
writes to his son Diego, Avho still retained his place at court, but 
live by borrowing. Little have I profited by twenty years ol toils and 
perils, since at present I do not own a roof in Spain. I have no rcsor^ 
outan mn,andfoT the mo’^t timt^ have not Avhorew'ithal topay my bill." 
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tJnablei from his infirmities, to appear at court, he urged his claiull 
in the strongest terms, both letter and the intervention of perseaiid 
friends. I have served their Majesties,” he says,with as mtt^ 
zeal Olid diligenco as if it had been to gain puiadise; and if I have 
f«iiled in anything, it has been because my knowledge and powetf 
went no further.” And yet his bitter and relentless enemies seemed 
to prevail. Ferdinand W'as indiifcrent to all lus appeals, and whfie 
he w^as looking to Isabella with hope, she was attacked by serioua 
disease^ and was soon no more. 

As soon as he was at all equal to the effort, he proceeded to the 
court at Segovia. Here his treatment presented a striking and melan* 
choly contrast to that he had formerly received, Ferdinand, indeedt 
received him with many professions of kindness, but these were all* 
Columbus urged, for many months, his restitution to office as viceroy 
and governor of the Indies, which he considered as of chief import¬ 
ance because it affected his reputation, and his dignities had oeen 
granted by solemn treaty; while all pecuniary claims^ he left to the 
disposal of the sovereign. But all his applications signally and 
unhappily failed. 

Disease now rapidly incrcuscd upon him; and in a codicil made 
on the eve of lus death, he cniorced his original will, consti** 
tuting his son, Diego, his univeml heir, entailing his honours and 
CHtatcM on the male Ime of his family, and providing for his brothers, 
Don Bartholomew and Don Diego, and his natural son Don Fernando* 
He expired on the 20th of May, 1506, being about seventy years of 
age. 

The spiiit of enterprise, though but newly awakened in Spain, 
began soon to operate extensively. All the attempts towards discovery 
made ux that kingdom had hitherto been carried on by Columbus 
alone, and at the expense of the sovereign. But now private adven¬ 
turers, allured by the magnificent descriptions he gave of the 
regions w^hich he had visited, as well a9 by the specimens of their 
wealth which he produced, offered to fit out squadrons at their 
own risk, and go in quest of new countries. The Spanish court, 
whose scanty revenues were exhausted by the charge of its ex¬ 
peditions to the New World, which, though they opened aUuru^ 
prosjiects of future benefit, yielded a very sparing return of present 
profit, was cxiTcmely willing to devolve the burden of discovery upena 
its subjects. It seized with joy an opportunity of rendering the 
avarice, the iiii'enuity, and efforts of projectors, instrumental in pro¬ 
moting dcsimis of certain advantage to the public, though of doubtful 
success with respect to themselves. 

One of the first propositions of this kind was made by Alonzo do 
Ojeda, a galinrit and active officer, who had accompanied Columbus 
in his second voyage. His rank and character procured him such 
credit with the merchants of Seville, that they undertook to equip 
four ships^rovided he could obtain the royal licence, authorising the 
voyage. The powerful patronage of the Bishop of Badajoz easily 
secured success in a suit so agreeable to the court. Wiinout con¬ 
sulting Columbus, or regarding the rights and jurisdiction which be 
hud acquit cd by the capitulation in 1492, Ojeda was permitted to set 
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for the New World. In order to direct his courge, the biehojp 
GKtoTfnuticated to him the admiral'B journal of his last voyage, and hie 
'kjharts 6f the countries which he had discovered. Ojeda struck out 
kd new path of navigation, but, adhering servilely to the route which 
<!!lolumbus had taken, arrived at the coast of Faria. He traded with 
the natives, and, standing to the west, proceeded as far os Cape de 
l^ela, and ranged along a considerable extent of coast beyond that on 
which Columbus had touched. Having thus ascertained the opinion 
of Columbus, that this country was part of a continent, to bo true, 
Ojeda returned byway of St. Domingo to Spain, with some reputation 
as a discoverer, but witlx little benefit to those who had raised the 
fhnds for the expedition, 

Amerigo Vespucci, a Florentine gentleman, accompanied Ojeda in 
this voyage. In what station he served is uncertain ; ])ut as he was 
an experienced sailor, and eminently skilful in all the sciences sub¬ 
servient to navigation, he seems to have acquired such iiuthoiity 
among his companions, that they willingly allowed him to have a 
chief share in directing their operations during the voyage. Soon 
after his rolurn, he transmitled an account of hia adventures and dis¬ 
coveries to one of his countrymen ; and labouring with the vanity of 
a traveller to magnify his own exploits, he had the address and con¬ 
fidence to frame his narrative so us to make it appear that he had tlie 
glory of having first discovered the continent in the New World. 
Amerigo's account was drawn up not only withbut with some 
elegance. It contained an amusing history of his voyage, and judi¬ 
cious observations upon the natural productions, the inhabitants, and 
the customs of the countries which he had visited. As it ili<» 
first description of any part of the New AVorld that was published, u 
performance so well calculated to gratify the passions of mankind foi 
yyhat is new and marvellous, circulated rapidly, and was read iMth 
S^mirution. The country of which Amerigo was supposed to be the 
discoverer came grtidually to be called by his name. The capi ice of 
mankind, often as unaccountable as unjust, has perpetuated this 
error. By the universal consent of nations, America is the mimo be- 
stoM^ed on this new quarter of the globe. The bold preuaisions of a 
fbrtunate impostor have robbed the discoverer of the New World ol 
a distinction which belonged to him. The name of Amerigo has sui>- 
p^tpd that of Columbus; and mankind may regret an act of injustice 
^ieh, having received the sanction of time, it is now too late to 

redresA* 

Another fact may here be mentioned:— 

Henry VII. of England, however avariciously inclined, evinced 
great readiness to facilitate and promote adventure in the novel career 
now 6poned to human ambition. The all-important and engrossing 
pbjoct was to discover a route to India ; and an expedition in a north- 
idvest^rly direction, ostensibly to reach what was called Cathay, or the 
Land of Spice, was, speedily after the discoveries of Columbus, pro¬ 
jected by Sebastian /ibot, a native of Bristol, and fitted out under the 
auspices of the English government. 

The expedition, consisting of the ship commanded by Sebastian and 
three or iuur smaller v^sela, sailed from Bristol in the beginning of 
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May, 14971 and on ancient Bristol maniiBcript records the fact thc^ 
"in the year 1497, the 24th of June, on St. JoIin’H-day, was Jfe^r 
foundland found by Bristol men, in a ship called the Mathew.'* 0|t. 
the authority of Peter MartjT, we learn, that after quitting the norths 
when he reached lat. 674 deg., Cabot proceeded along the coast of the 
continent to a latitude corresponding iiar^ially with that of the Straits 
of Gibraltar, He is said to have gone still further south, but a failure 
of provisions at this point compelled him to desist from continued pur- r 
suit, and the expedition returned to England. 

A secoml voyage was now zealously undertaken, A ship, cquinpett 
at the king’s expense, along with four small vessels, sailed from Brio* 
tol in tlic spring of the year 1498. It is curious that the leading ob¬ 
ject of the expedition was to discover a north-west passage. The 
result is, unfortunately, wrapped in much obscurity. According to 
Gomara, Cabot " directed his course by the tract of islands upon the 
Gape of Labrador; aflirming that in the month of July there w^as such 
cold and heaps of ice that he durst pass no further also, that the 
days were very long, and, in manner, without night, and the nights 
very clear.” 

According to iSeyer’s " Memoirs of Bristol,*' Cabot, in 1489, with 
oxtiaordinary preparations, set forth from thence, and made gr€M|t 
dihcoveiics. This is confirmed by the navigator Ojeda, having in hift 
first voyage found certain Englishmen in the neighbourhood of Caqui- 
bacoa. It is Inglily probable, from the unlikelihood of any other 
Euglishnicn pursuing such a route, that these were Cabot and hia 
companions ; hut the narrative of his life, for tlic fifteen years sub¬ 
sequent to the departure of his second expedition, is incagic and un¬ 
satisfactory. One circumstance desen^es notice, that during that 
period Amerigo Vespucci, in company with Ojeda, crossed the Atlan¬ 
tic for the fiist lime, while Sebastian was prosecuting his third voy- 
age ; yet, says the author of hU memoirs, “ while the name of the one 
overspreads the Tsew'Woild, no bay, cape, or headland recals the 
memory of the other." 

There belong also to Welsh history some traditions respecting thb 
adventures of Madoe, a prince of North Wales, W'ho is said to nave 
first discovered America at the latter end of the twelfth century. 
Owing to certain domestic contentions about the sovereignty, Madoc 
determined, as runs the thread of these traditions, to go out voyogii^ 
to a great distanoo, when he had procured men and ships, with b& 
necessaries. The ancient Britons Avere said to be very proficient in 
the art of navigation, and all things pertainmj. thereunto. 
they had been many weeks at sea, and had been much tossed aboi3^ 
they, at length, to meir great joy, discovered land, which seotned 
first flight like a cloud resting upon the distant waterfl. Seeing fhaA 
it was quite steady, they concluded it to be land, and sailing towofdb 
it, found it to be a fertile and pleasant cogntrv. Here they BOtCled^ 
and in coursp of time Madoc returned to Wales, and brought from 
home fresh men and ships, by means of which he stocked the'country, 
and they all settled there; and he and the other adventurers war4 
subsequently forgotten by the mother-country. 

-It Is supposed that the part of the world which Madoc arrived st 
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a part of the vast continent of America, which the SpaniarcU 
inj|iear to have first found out. The especial reason, which induces 
we modems to consider the story of Madoc to be essentially true is, 
&at BO many of the words used by the Indians of those regions were 
found to be siniilar in sound and signification to the Welsh; this has 
led to those people being culled Welsh Indians. They live about 
'tiio fortieth degree of north latitude, and have been thrown back more 
westward by the encroachments of the Americans of the States. 
They were originally called Padoucas, or White Indians. We will 
liow turn to the very remarkable narrative of Lieutenant Roberts, 
which, being coupled with the tradition cited above, strongly supports 
the idea of this £.scovery of America. 

“In the year 1801/' says he, “ bemg at Wasliington, in America, I 
.liappened to be at a hotel smoking my cigar, according to the custom 
of the country, and there was a young lad (a native of Wales), a waiter 
m the house, who displeased me by bringing me a glass of brandy and 
wann water, instead of cold. 1 said to him jocosely, In Welsh, “ I’ll 
give you a good beating/* 

“ There happened to be, at the time in the same room, one of the 


Bocondary Indian chiefs, who, on my pronouncing these words, rose 
up in a ^eat hurry, Btrctcliing forth his hand at the same time, and 
the chiet said that it was likewise his language and the language of 
his father and mother, and of his nation/” “ So it is the language of 
my father and mother, and of my country,** said I. Upon thw, the 
Indian began to inquire &om whence 1 came? I replied “from 
Wales/* but he had never heard aw’ord about such place. 1 expLuned 
that Wales was a principality in a kingdom called England, lie hod 
heard of England and the English, but never of such a place as Wales. 

I asked him if there were any tiaditioiis among them feom whence 
their ancestors came? He said there were; and that they had 
come from a far distant country, very far in the cast, and from over 
the groat waters. I conversed with him in Welsh and in English; 
he knew better English thou I did; and I asked him to count in 
Welsh, He immediately counted to a hundred or moie. He knew 
Bnglith very well, because be was in the habit of trading with the 
£nglish Americans. Amongst other things, I asked him how they 
came to retain their language so well from mixing with the languages 
of the other Indians ? ilc answered, that they had a law, or an 
established custom in their country, forbidding any to teach their 
children another language until they had attained the age of twelve 
years, and after that age they Avcrc at liberty to learn any language 
they pleased. I asked him if he would like to go to Englana or Wales. 
He replied that ho had not the least inclination to leave his native 
countr V, and that he would sooner live in a wigwam than in a palace. 
He had ornamented his arms with bracelets, and on his head were 
placed ostrich feathers* ^ 

“1 was astonished and greatly amax3d when I saw and heard intch 

man, who had painted liis face a yellowish red, and of such an ap« 
^earance, speaking the language as fluently as if he had been born 
and brought up in the vicinity of Snowdon. His hair was shayed^ 
jioxepling round the crown of his head, and there it was very lon^ ^ 
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and neatly plaited; and it vroB on the crown of the head be had 
placed the ostrich fcathersi which I mentioned before, to ornament 
himself/’ 

It maybe well, before wo pass on, to notice the movements of a 
diatinguLslied Englishman in reference to America. I^r Walter 
Kaleigh having gained the favour of Queen Elisabeth, obtained from 
her a patent, in 1^84, empowering huirto possess such countries 
as he should discover on the contincut of North America. Accord* 
ingly, at his own expense, he fitted out two ships, Mmich sailed in 
month of April, and returned to England about the middle of 
September, reporting that they had discovered and tolcen possession 
of a fine country, to whicli tlie Queen gave the name of Virginia. 

In 158S llalcigh sent a new expedition to Virginia, commanded by 
his relative, Sir Hichard Qreenville, who left a colony at Boanah of 
107 persons, under the government of Mr. Lane; and by its establish" 
ment imported tobacco into England. In the year 1587 he sent 
another colony to Virginia, but his various undortaldngs and afiuirs 
obliged him to assign las patent to a company, and the plan of colo¬ 
nizing was by them speedily relinquished, so that the imfortunate 
colonists were loft to their fate; Falling under the queen's displeasure, 
Ktileigh projected the conquest of Guiana, in South America; and in 
1595 sailed for that country, in the vain hope of discovering the 
golden regions of El Dorado^ supposed to be situated in the depths of 
(iuiaaa. ilc^ returned to England in the same year. After sixteen 
years’ imprisonment for a plot against King Jdmes, of w'hich there 
W'as no legal proof, he obtained his liberty, and immediately began to 
prepare for another voyage to Guiana, which proved as abortive and 
ruinous as his lust. In tlie year 1GI8 he retuTiied from this fatal 
voyage to England, where he was soon afterwards seized, Imprisoned, 
and beheaded. He is said to have been SiUTifieed by the puhillaniinous 
monarch to appease the Spaniards, who thought every part of their 
dominions in danger while Kaleigh lived, 

Diego, the son of Columbus, succeeded to the rights of his father, as 
viceroy and governor of the New World, according to the arrange¬ 
ments made between tl^c sovereigns and Columbus. But this was not 
done without a legal suit, continued for several years, during which 
his claims were strongly disputed on various grounds. The council 
of the Indies ultiiniitciy pronounced a unanimous decision in his 
favour. The wily monarch, however, used all the means he could 
devise to delay ceding tlie powers to which Diego had thus been pro¬ 
nounced fully entitlca. 

At length, attended by his wife, Donna Marla, and several of his 
relatives, the new admiral embarked with a large retinue. Ho com¬ 
menced his rule at St. Dommgo, with a splendour hitherto unknown 
in the coloi^. But to thisthere was a serious check. Measures, 
adopted by Ferdinand, occ^ioned great annoyance, the enemies of the 
fa^cr became foes of the son, and thus there were heavy trials for 
Diego in the midst of his state. 

On the subjugation and settlement of the island of Cuba, the 
admiral congratulated his sovereign on acquiring tho largest and 
loaost beautiful island in the world, without the loss of a single man. 
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Hwiwhile, Tarious complaints M^ere brought against Diego, fiaf<* 
thclomcw still held the office to which he had long before been ap- 
; pointed as adelantado of the Indies, though dishonourably detained 
in Spain by Ferdinand, who employed inferior men in his voyages of 
discovery; but now he sent out Iwtholomew with instructions for 
' his nephew, the admiral. 

Diego, dissatisfied, and that justly, with the treatment he received, 
requested permission to lepair to court for the vmdication of his 
conduct. On obtaining it, he left St. Domingo, and was received by 
Ferdinand with great honour. This appears to have been due to 
him He had succeeded in all his cnteipriscs, firmly established a 
pearl-fishery on the coast of Cubagua, and brought the islands of 
Cuba and Jamaica under culture without bloodshed. It seems, also, 
that he had acted with rectitude as a governor. Still, as Ilerrara, 
the historian, remarks, “Don Diego was always involved in litiga¬ 
tion with the fiscal, so that he might truly say, he w'as heir to the 
troubles of his father,” ^V}nle he -was thus defending himself at 
^ home, tho adMantado died at St. Domingo. He has been described 
us ** a man of not less worth than his brother, and who, if he had 
been employed, would have given great proofs of it; for he was an 
excellent seaman, valiant, and of a noble mind.” 

Soon after his decease, Ferdinand w.as numbered with the dead, 
Diego obtained from his successor, the emperor, Charles V., a recog¬ 
nition of hie father's innocence, accompanied by an acknowdedgment 
of his own rights to exercise the office of viceroy and governor of St. 
Domingo, and of all places discovered by Columbus, ^ A supervisor 
was, however, appointed, with power to give information against 
Diego. With diminished power he returned to his viceroyalty, but 
his conduct raised against him n host ol enemies both in Spam and 
the colonies. 

St, Domingo, called, from its endless variety of lulls and valleys, 
woods and rivers, as well as from the great productiveness of its soil, 
**the Queen of the Antilles,” had enormous evils to charge on the 
Spanish adventurers. The glowing atmosphere that renders long- 
continued labour so wearisome, greatly lessens the need of it, by 

g iving to the soil, with little culture, much more fertility than 
iborious tillage will impart in temperate climes. Many nutritious 
fruits, grateful to the taste and well-adapted to the support of man, 
either grow spontaneously, or, when once planted, require scai’ccly 
any further toil, but yield a constant and copious supply of food. 
The divine purpose is thus beyond dispute, that in such circumstances 
man should be exempt from severe toU. 

But this merciful design was utterly disregarded. The thirst of 
gold could only be slaked as the aborigines continued to labour in the 
mines for those who had reduced them libondage. The indolent and 
‘rimplc people, naturally of feeble constitution, and unfitted for such 
labours, rapidly became their victims. I|>is stated by Ben^oni, the 
navigator, that\>f two millions of inhabitants contained in the island 
when discovered by Columbus, scarcely one hundred and fifty were 
alive in about sixty years ! 

To supply the ravages of this frightful waste life, it wy 
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(Rested that negro Blares, stronger in constitution than the Indieii 
natives might be transplanted from Africa, to sustain the toils under 
which they had sunk; and the cruel, the deadly wrong was verpe 
trated. As the poet has said of the Spaniard :— 

"The island rare 

Hia foot had Bpnrn’d from eaith’e insulted face. 

Among: the waifa and foundUii^a of mankind. 

Abroad he looked, a eturiliereioolcto find; 

A Bpritifp of Ufe, who^p foiiDtain should supply 
Hifi channels as he drank the rivers dr>, 

That stork he found on Afne's swarmlmr plains. 

That spring he open’d in the negro’s veins; 

A spring, exhaustlesB as his avarire. drew 
A block, that like PrometbeuK* vital grew 
Beneath the eternal beak hie heart that tore, , 

Beneath the insatiate tlurst that drain’d his gore. 

Thus, childless as the Charlheans died, 

Afrlc'e strong dons the ravening wabte supplied; 
or hardier fibre to endure tlie yoke. 

And self renewed beneath the se\ering stroke, 

As grim oppre^^alun crush’d them to the tomb, # 

Their Iruitfiil parents' miserable womb 

Teem’d wiili fresh myriads, crowded o’er the waves. 

Heirs to their toil, th'eir sufferings, and their graves." 

As we -ire now about to onter on the discovery of South America, 
it i» desirable to remark, that in the physical arraiigcmeut of th^ parts 
of North as well as South America there is a remarkable resem¬ 
blance. Both arc very broad in tlie north, and gradually contract as 
they proceed soutliward, till thej' end, the one hi a narrow isthmus, 
ancf the other in a narrow promontory. Each has a lofty chain of 
mountains near its western coast, abounding with volcanoes, with H 
broad ridge on the opposite aide, di^stitute of any trace of intcmal 
Hrc ; and each has one great central plain, declining to the south a4d 
the north, and watered by two gigantic streams, the Mississippi Cdlf- 
responding with the Plata, and the St. Lawrence with the Amaaon, 
In tlieir climate, vegetable productions, and animal tribes, however, 
the two legions are very tUssimilar. The American continent, with 
Its dependent islands, as fully four times as large as Exirope, about 
one-third larger than Africa, and almost one-half less than Asuii if 
wo imdufle with tlic latter Australia and Polynesia. It constitutes 
about three-tonths of the dry land on the surface of tho globe. 


CHAPTER X. 

THE VOTAGE AND DISCOVERIES OF VASCO NUNEZ DB BAIiBOA. 

Vasco Nunez de Bai.boa, a man of birth, hardy, bold, and intelligent* 
appeared among the adventurers who were called forth by the 
Spanish voyages of discovc^, and gained for himself a pronui^t 
place in their history. Having attained to the command of the ' 

of Darien, he was intent on discovering the parts of the country whlpn 
were most rich in the precious metals—^the road, he well knew, to the 
£ivour of Ferdinand, and to the exercise of power on his own part* 
Whif^h he was anxious fb secure. That the province of Coyba jho- 

wealth he eagerly heard^ and immediately despatched to 
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it Francisco Vizmo^ with six companions. Bui they had not pro* 
needed far along the course of the river^ when a host of the natives 
rushed on them from the thickets, uttering savage yells^ and assailing 
them with stones and arrows. Pizarro and hts men hurried into the 
midst, slew many, and drove away the rest; but the Spaniards con¬ 
sidering that they were ill provided for such another assault, hastily 
fled, leaving one of their companions wounded on the field, whom, 
after they had been severely reproached for so doing, they brought 
away in safety. 

Pursuing his course, Yasco Nunez reached Coyba by sea, and on 
landing, invaded the territories of Ponca, the chief enemy of Careta, 
who was the cacique, and after sacking the villages, returned to Coyba 
with much booty. He then paid a friendly visit to the neighbouring 
province of Comagre, which had a cacique of the same name. On the 
approach of Vasco Nunez, Comagre went forth to moot him, accom- 
ptmied by seven fine youne men, his sons, and followed by his prin¬ 
cipal warrl(»rs «Hnd a multitude of his people. The Spaniards were 
conducted to the village with great ceremony, dwellings, with plen¬ 
tiful provision, were assigned them, and men and women were 
appointed as their attendants, 

'llie province, twelve miles in extent, w^as situated at the foot of a 
lofty tnounlain, in a beautiful plain. The dwellmg of the cacique 
exceeded all they had previously seen in magnitude and convenience. 
The eldest son of the cacique presented Vasco Nunez with various 
ornaments, made of 4,000 ounces of gold, and with sixty captives 
he had taken in his wars. In a squabble which took place between 
Nunez and some of his follo>^Tr8 for a quantity of gold they were 
weighing, the young barbarian, who vras present, struck the scales 
with his fist, and, scattering the glittering metal round the apart¬ 
ment, exclaimed; “ If this is what you prize so much that you are 
willing to leave your distant homes, and risk even life itself for it, I 
can tell you of^ land wht^re they eat and drink out ol golden vessels, 
and gold is as cheap ay iron is with you.'' 

Delighted with such tidings, Vasco Nunez obtained from the 3 ’oung 
cadque all the information he had collected from the captives he had 
taken in battle respecting this region of gold. Sending to St. Do¬ 
mingo for provisions, he apprised Don Diego Columbus of what he 
had heard, and urged him to use his influence with Ferdinand that 
2,000 men might be sent to Ids aid. He accompanied the request by 
15,000 crowns in gold, as the proportion due to the sovereign on what 
had already been collected. Awaiting the result of these communi¬ 
cations, he narrowly examined the surrounding country, and returned 
with the spoils and captives he had taken. 

In the midst of murmurings, disoontcTits, and rebellions, the vessels 
iprived from St, Domingo, not only with provisions, but a reinforce¬ 
ment of 150 men, and a commission to Vasco Nunez, signed by the 
royal treasurer of that island, fully appointing him captain-general of 
the colon}*. These circumstances restoied quietude for a time, and, 
as soon os it was practicable, he set out with force he could 

collect on a now enterprise, in a brigantine and nine large canoes,,, 
On arriving at Coyba, he loft about half his men there to guard 
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T 06 seh» and a few days after he proceeded to the mountains. It was 
a task of no ordinary difficulty to climb these heights, under the 
ferrour of the climate and tlie weight of armour and weapons, and 
then to make a path through scarcely pervious forests. But the 
Spaniards braced themselves to its accomplishment, and availed them* 
selves of the aid of the Indians as guides and os bearers of burdens. 

On arriving at the village of Ponca they found that the caaque and 
his people had fled to the mountains; but their retreat was soon dia* 
covered, and Vasco Nunez so fully ingratiated himself into the regards 
of the cacique, that he told him all he knew of the riches ot the 
country. He confidently assured him that there was a great sea 
beyond the mountains, and gave him several golden ornaments brought 
from the countries on its borders ; and that when had ^ned the 
summit of a lofty ridge to which he pointed, he would see an ocean 
spread out far below him. 

Accompanied by fresh guides—fur many of bis men had fallen ill 
from fatigue and the heat of the climate—Nunez again^etout through 
a rocky country, covered with a matted forest, in w'bich were many 
streams he and his people could only cross by rafts ; and, at the end 
of four days, they reached the province of a caciquc named Quoraqua, 
who was at war with Ponca. With a large number of waiTiors ho 
attacked the Spaniards with great fury, expecting that at once they 
would be overwhelmed; but, on the dischaige of lire-arms, they were 
flUed with consternation, and fled in their terror. The Spaniai'ds 
pursued the fugitives, chased them with blood-liounds, slew Quara« 

? ua and six hundred of his w'arriors, besides taking many prisoners, 
n the village they found considerable booty in gold and jewels. So 
exhausted, hoivcver, were many of the Spaniards by the wounds they 
had received, and tlic hunger they had endured, that they could not 
proceed, though the mountain top which revealed its view they so 
anxiously sought was still in sight, Vasco Nunez now obtained fresh 
guides, but only sixty-seven ot his Spaniards were cqpal to the effort 
that was to be mado, for which they were ordered to retire early to 
rest. 

Early the next morning they commcuced their toilsome, yet 
hopeful, task; and about ten o’clock the summit of the mountain 
alone remained to be ascended. Vasco Nunez now commanded his 
men to halt, and, unattended, he climbed the eminence. At length 
he reached the summit, and the prospect so long and so ardently 
desired burst on his sight. Beneath, his eyes foil on the rock, the 
forest, the savannah, and the streams; but beyond, the waters of the 
ncwly-discoveied ocean were rolling in all their beauty and majesty— 
the vast ocean that separates Asia from America. 

As soon as he beheld the South Sea, stretching in endless prospect 
before him, he fell on his knees, and, lifting up his hands to heaven, 
returned thanks to God, who had conducted him to a discovery so 
beneficial to his country and so honourable to himself. His foUowTrs, 
observing his transports of joy, rushed forwards to join in his wonder, 
exultation, and gratitude. They held on their course to the shore 
alacrity% whenNuiicz, advancing up to his middle in tho 
buckler and swoid, took po*»sobsion of that ocean, with 
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1(11 that it contained) for the Bovereign of Castile, and declaring that he 
would inalce good the claim against all, Chrilbtian or bihdel, who dared 
to gaiiiaay it. It was a splendid vaunt; but, like many otliers of the 
same kind, was one of which Nmitus did not comprehend the full 
import; nor did he live to accomplish what he might. This unknown 
eea, with aU that it contaiued, remained unexplored for many years 
.after his death. 

It appears that about the same time the South Sea was discovered 
Magellan, He, indeed, is pronounced by many its first European 
discoverer ; while others as confidently affirm that this honour belongs 
to Yasco Nunez. It derived the name of the Paeijio from the mode- 
Tate weatk^er whicluthe first mariners experienced when they sailed in 
it betw^Ktho tropics ; and it was colled the South Sea because the 
Spaniard crossed the Isthmus of Darien firom north to south when 
they first discovered it, though, with regard to America, it is properly 
the Western Ocean. 

That port of the great Pacific which Balboa first discovered, still 
retains the name of the Gulf of St. Michael, which he gave it, and is 
situated to the cast of Panama. From several of the petty princes 
who governed in the districts adjocent to that gulf, he i^xtortcd pro* 
vbions and gold by force of arms. Others sent them to him voluntarily. 
To these acceptable presents some of the caciques added a consider¬ 
able quantity of pearls; and he learned from them, with much satis¬ 
faction, that pearl oysters abounded in the sea which he liad newly 
discovered. 

Together with the acquisition of this wealth, which served to 
Bootlie and encourage his followers, he received accounts which con- 
&rmed his sanguine hopes of future and more extensive benefits from 
the expedition. All the people on the coast of the South Sea con¬ 
curred in informing hun that there was a mighty and opulent 
kingdom situated at a considerable distance towards the South-east, 
the inhabitanfl of which had tame animals to carry their burdens. 
To give the Spaniards an idea of these, they traced die figure of the 
llama, which the Peruvians had taught to perform such services as 
they described. As the llama in its form nearly resembles the camel, 
a befist of burden deemed peculiar to Asia, this circumstance, in con¬ 
junction with the discovery of the peoils, another noted production of 
that country, tended to confirm the Spaniai'ds la their mistaken 
theory with respect to the vicinity of the New AVorld to the East 
Indies, 

But though the information which Nunez received from the people 
on the coast, as well as his own conjectures and hopes, rendered lam 
extremely impatient to visit this unknown country, his prudence 
restrained him from attempting to invade it with a handful of men 
exhausted by fatigue, and weakened by disease. He determined, 
therefore, to lead back his followers to their settlement of Santa 
Maria, in Darien, and to return next season with a force more ade¬ 
quate to such an arduous onterprize. In order to acquire a more 
extensive knowledge of the isthmus, fie marched back by a different 
route* which he found to be no less difficult and dangerous than that 
which he liud formerly taken; but to men elated with suceeso, and 



WhBCO Nirszz BE BALBOA. Ill 

animated with hope, formidable ubvstaclcs are easily surmounted. 
Nunez returned to Santa Maria, from which he had been absent 
four months, with much honour and more treasure than the Spaniards 
had previously acquired. 

The first care of Nunez was, to send iiiformation to Spain of the 
im}>ortunt discovery w'hich he had made, and to demand a icinforce* 
ment of althousand men, in order to attempt the conquest of that 
opulent country concerning which he had received such inviting 
intelligence. Tno first account of the discovery of the Now World 
hardly occasioned greater joy than the unexpected tidings that a 
passage was at last found to the great Southern Ocean. The com¬ 
munication with the East Lidics, by a course to the wcstW|tfkof tUo 
line of demarcation drawn by the Pope, scorned now to mP^rtain. 
The vast wealth which flowed into Portugal from the settlements 
and conquests in that country, excited the envy and ciilled forth the 
emulation of otlicr states. Perdiuand now hoped to pome in for a 
share of this lucrative coniim'rce, and, in his eagerness to obtain it, 
was willing to make an effort beyond what Nuuoz required. But 
even m this exertion his jealous policy, os well as the fatal antipailiy 
of Fonseca, the Bishop of Burgos, to every man who distinguished 
him&clf m the Nt*w World, was conspicuous. NotwithsLandiag 
Balboa’s recent services, which marked him out as the most proper 
person to finish the great enterprise on wluch Jie had entered, Fer¬ 
dinand wart Vo ungenerous as to overlook these, and to appoint 
PediMrias Davila governor of Darien. Ho even gave him the cum^ 
niand of ILftoen stout vessele and 1,200 soldiers. These were fitted 
out at the public expense, with a liberality which Ferdinand had 
never displayed in any former armament destined to the New World; 
and such was the ardour of the Spanish gentry to follow a leader 
who was about to conduct them to a country where, as it was 
reported, they had only to throw their nets into tlm sei^and diaw out 
gold, that 1,000 embarked on board the fleet, and, had they not been 
Testa aiuod, a still greater number would have engaged in tlio service. 

Pedrarias reached the Gulf of Darien without any rcmaikablc 
accident, and immediately sent some of his principfil omcor«« ashore to 
inform Nunez of his arrival,wdth the king’s commission, tt) be governor 
of the colony. To their ustonishniciit they found Balboa, of whose 
exploits they had heiu'dso much, and of whose wealth they had fonnod 
such lofcy ideas, clad in a canvass jacket, nnd wearing coarse hempen 
sandals, used only by the meanest jicasants, employed, together with 
somo Indians, in thatidung his own hut with reeds. Even in this 
simple garb, bo ill according with the expectations and wishes of his 
guests, he received them wdth dignity. The fame of his discoveries 
had drawn so many adventurers trom the islands that he could now 
muster 450 men: at the head of these daring veteians he was moro 
than a match lor the forces Pedrarias brought with him. But, though 
his troops murmured loudly at the injustice of the kmg in superseding 
their commander, and complained that strangers would now reap the 
fruits of their tod and success, Balboa submitted wutli implicit 
obedieaue to the will of his sovereign, and received Pedrarias with all 
the deference he considered duo to his character. 
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^ Though Pedrarias ovired the peaceable posse^on of the govermaent 
to the moderation of Nunez, he appointed a judicial inquiry into his 
conduct, and imposed on him a considerable fine, on account of irre¬ 
gularities of wlilch he regarded him as guilty. Sensibly did Balboa 
feel the mortification of being subjected to trial and punishment in a 
place where he had so lately occupied the first station. Pedrarias 
could not conceal his jealousy of superior merit; so that^hc resent¬ 
ment of tlie one and the envy of the other gave rise to dissensions 
extremely detrimental to the colony. A violent and destructive 
malady odso raged, a scarcity of provisions augmented the distress, and, 
in the space of a month, above six hundi'cd persons perished in the 
ntmos^^iscry. Dejection and despair now spread through the 
’‘%Qlonj^M£any principal persons solicited their dismission, and were 
glad t^relinquish their hopes of wealth, to escape from such a per¬ 
nicious region. To divert those who remained from brooding over 
their misfortunes, Pedrarias sent sevend detachments into the interior 
of the country, to levy gold among the natives, and to search for the 
mines in which it was produced. These rapacious adventurers, more 
intent on present gnrn than on the means of facilitating their future 
progress, plundered without distinction wherever they marched, 
liegardless of tiie alliances which Balboa had made with several 
of the caciques, they stripped them of everything valuable, and treated 
them no less than their subjects with the utmost insolence and 


txuelty. By their tyranny and exactions, which Pedrarias, either 
from want of authority or inclination, did not restrain, all the country 
from the gulph of Daiien to the lake of Nicaragua was desolated, and 
the Spaniards wei e inconsiderately deprived of the advantages which 
they might have derived from, the friendship of the natives, in extend¬ 
ing their conquests to the South Sea. Balboa, who saw with concern 
that such ill-j udged proceedings retarded the execu tion of his favourite 
scheme, sent violent remonstrances to Spain against the imprudent 
government of Pedrarias, which had ruined a happy and prosperous 
colony. Oil the other hand, Pedrarias accused Bdboa of having de¬ 
ceived the king bv magnifying his own exploits, as well as by a false 
representation of the opulence and value of the country. 

At length Ferdinand became sensible of his imprudence in super¬ 
seding the most active and experienced officer lie had in the New 
World, and, by way of compensation to Balboa, appointed him ade- 
lantado, or lieutenaiit-govenior, of the countries upon the South Sea, 
with very extensive privileges and authority. At the same time he en¬ 
joined Pedrarias to support Balboa in all his operations, and to con¬ 
sult with him concemmg every measure which ho himself pursued. 
But to effect a isuddeu transition from inveterate enmity to perfect 
confidence exceeded Ferdinand’s power. Pedrarias continued to 


treat his rival with great neglect, and Balboa’s fortune bring ex¬ 
hausted by the payment of his fine and other exactions of Pedraria*’, 
he could not mwe suitabl#preparations for taking possession of hU 


new govcmnient. 

At length, by the interposition and exhortations of the Bishop of 
Darien, they were partially reconciled, and Pedrarias agreed to give 
■ his daughter in marriage to Balboa. Tlic first effect of this concoid 
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Was» t\iat Balboa wflpcrmittcd to make several incursions inlA 
the country, -wMch K?" conducted 'with so much prudence as to in¬ 
crease the reputation he had already acquired. Many adventurers 
resorted to him> and -with the countenance and aid of Pedtarias he 
began to prepare for his expedition to the South Sea* 

To accomplish this object it was necessary to build vessels capable 
of conveying the troops on whose power h£ depended. After sur¬ 
mounting many obstacles, and enduring a variety of hardships, he at 
length finished four brigantines. In these* with tliree hundzed chosen 
men, he was ready to sail towards Peru, when he unexpectedly re¬ 
ceived a message from Pedrarias, whose ancient enmity was revived 
by the progress of his son-in-law. He dreaded the prosperity on^ 
elevation of a man whom he had so deeply injured; and suspectiu^i^ 
that success would encourage Balboa to aim at IndcpendeiqdBpf 
jurisdiction, yielded himself to the passions of hatred, IMr, and 
jealousy, and, to gratify his passions, scrupled not to defeat an enter* 
prise of the greatest moment to his country. Under false but plausible 
pretexts, he desired Balboa to postpone liis voyage for a short time,* 
and to repair to Atla, in order that he might have an interview with 
him. Balboa, utterly free from suspicion, instantly obeyed the sum^ 
mons, but as soon as he entered the place, he was arrested by order 
of Pedrarias, whose impatience to satiate his vengeance, did not suffer 
him to languish long in confineinent. 

Immediately judges were appointed to proceed to his trial. An 
accusation of disloyalty to the king, and of ai^intcntion to revolt 
against the governor, was preferred against him. Sentence of death 
was pronounced ; and though the judges who passed it, seconded by 
the whole colony, warmly interceded lor his pardon, Fedratias con¬ 
tinued inexorable, and the Spaniards beheld with astonishment and 
sorrow the public execution of a man whom they universally deemed 
more capable than any who had borne command in America, of form¬ 
ing and accomplishing great designs. On his death the expedition 
which he had planned w^'as relinquished. Notwithstanding the injus¬ 
tice and violence of his proceedings, Pedrarias was not omy screened 
from punishment by the powerful patronage of the Bishop oliBorgos 
and other courtiers, but continued m full power. Soon after ho ob¬ 
tained permission to remove the colony from the unw^holesome station 
of Santa Maria to Panama, on the opposite side of tlie isthmus; and, 
though it 4id not gain much of healthfulncss by the change, the com- 
znodiousness of this new settlement contributed greatly to facilitate 
the subsequent conquests of the Spaniards intlic extensive countries 
situated on the Sou^em Ocean. 


CHAPTER XI. 

CORTES ANU TUK CONUUEST OP MEXICO, 

It has been truly observed that remarkable times call into activity 
and prominence remarkable men; of w'hilh remoi-k the discoveiy of 
America offeis many illubtralions. Among the mo‘^t con<ipicuous of 
those men was Heman Cortes, who w'os bom at Medellin, a small 
town of Estremadura, in 1485, Destined in coiIy life to the bai', he 
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bec^ame difigustcd with legal studies^ and eiuBpoed the militarv pro* 
fe&fiion^ in the hope of distinguiBhing himseir under the celebrated 
GonsalYo de Coraova, This hope was disappointed by a dangerous 
jnalady, and on his restoration to health he directed his attention to 
the West Indies, at that tune a source of wealth and of fame to the 
Spaniards. 

On arriving at St* Domingo, when only nineteen years of age, he 
was kindly received by the Governor Ovando, who conferred on hiin 
several lucrative and honourable appointments, to which he atttmded 
fur about seven years, when ho accompanied Diego Velasquez in hii 
Expedition to the island of Cuba, where he became alcadc of Bt. Jaeo, 
snd disoovered great ability on several trying occasions. With uie 
ardour and activity of youth he combined great coolness and self- 
jOOmiu||||k An opportunity was soon afforded for the exorcise of all 
hU pp^ffs. 

Grijalva, a lieutenant of Velasquez, had just discovered Mexico, 
but he had not attempted to (hcct a settlement* He w^aa therefore 
SUperBcded by the Governor of Cuba, who was displea<ied at his 
conduct, and committed the conquest of the new'ly-found coiintrv to 
Cortes. Hastening his preparatioiis, the latter set out from Ht. Jago 
on the 18th of November, 1518, with ten vessels, six or seven hun¬ 
dred Spaniards, eighteen horsemen, and several pieces of cannon. 
Scarcely, however, had he set sail, when Velasquez repented of his 
<hoiccs and, fearing that his lieutenant would carry off all Ihe glory 
and profit of the enterprize, recalled the commission which ho had 
granted to Coiles, and even ordered him to be put under arrest; but 
so greatly was he beloved by the troops, that they enabled him to 
defeat aU the designs of the governor, and he proceeded on his 
voyage. “ 

As Cortes had determined to touch at every place which Grijalva 
had visited, he steered directly towards the island of Cozumel. There 
he happily redeemed Jerome do Aguilar, a Spaniard, who had been 
eight years a prisoner among the Indians, This man w'as per- 
ibctly acquainted with a dialect of their language understood through 
a large •xtunt of country, and, possessing besides a considerable share 
of prudence and sagacity, proved extremely useful as an interpreter. 
!From Cozumel Cortes proeeoded to the river of Tabasco, in hopes of a 

S tion as Mcndly os Grijalva had met with thcie, and of finding 
in tlie same abundance; but the disposition of the natives, firom 
some unknown cause, was totally changed. After repeated endea¬ 
vours to obtain their good will, he had recourse to violence. Though 
the forces of the enemy were numerous, and advanced with metraordi- 
nary courage, they were routed, with great slaugliter, in several 
successive engagements. 'The loss which they sustained, and, still 
more, the astonishm<*nt and tiTior excited by the destructive fffect of 
the firc-unns aud the dreadful appearance of the horses, humbled 
th( Ir fierce spirits, and induced them to sue for peace* They acknow¬ 
ledged the King of Castil^as their sovereign, and granted Cortes ft 
aupply of provi'^ions, with a present of cotton garments, sozofi gold* 
and twenty female slaves, 

Cortes continued his course to the westward, keeping aq tMb 
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ftlioro as possible, in dHtcr to observe the countiy; but could disooreEf 
no proper place for lauding until he arrived at St. Juan de ITUoa. As 
he entered this harbour, a large canoe full of people, among whom 
were two who seemed to be persons of distinction, approached his 
ship with signs of peace and amity. They came on board withenrt 
fear or distrust, and addressed him in a most respectful manner, but 
in a language altogether unknowui to Aguilar. Coi*tcs was in the 
utmost perplexity and distress at an event of which he instantly 
foresaw all the consequences, and already felt the hesitation aiiduncer-* 
taiuty yvith which he should carry on the great schemes which he 
mcdiiatod, if, in his transactions vdth the natives, he must depend 
cniiicly upon such an impertet^t, ambiguous, and conjectural mode ot 
eornmuniciition as the use of signs. Ilut he did not remai^ong ill 
his ombaiiassing situation; a ff»rtunatc accident extricated 11®, wneii 
Ills own sagacity cou!!i have Contributed little towards his relief. 
One of the icmalc slaves, whom he had received from the cacique of 
Tabasco, happened to be present at the lir^t interview between Cortes 
and his new guest. She perceived his distress, as wHl os the con- 
luhioii ot Aguilar ; and, as she peifcctlj^ understood the Mexican 
hmgaag<% she explained what they had said in the Lucatan tongUe^ 
wirh which Aguilar was acquainted. This woman, known afterw^ards 
by the name oi Donna Manna, and who makes a conspicuous hguru 
in the history of the new world, whore great revolutions were brought 
about by small causes and inconsiderable instruments, was born in one 
of the provinces of the Mexican empire. Having been sold as a slave 
in the early part ot her life, after a variety of adventures she fell into the 
hands of the Tabuscans, and had resided long enough among them to 
acquire their language without losing lici own. Though it wits both 
teriious and troublesome to converse by the intervention of two 
ditrererit interpreters, Cortes was highly pleased with having dis¬ 
covered this method of carrying on some intercourse with the people 
of a country into which he was determined to penetrate. 

He now learned that the two persons whom he had received oil 
board his ship wxtc dcjiuties from Tcutile and Pilpatoe, two officers 
intrusted with the government of that x>roviiico by a groat monarch, 
whom they called Montezuma, and that they were sent to inquire 
w'hat his intentions were in visitmg this coast, and to offer him what¬ 
ever assistance he might need, in order to continue hia v^oyogc. Cmtea, 
struck with the'appearance of those people, as well as the tenor 
of the message, assured them, in respectful terms, that ho ap¬ 
proached their country with most friendly sentiments, and came to 
propose matters of great importance to the wxlfiwe of their prince and 
iiis kingdom, which he would unfold more fully, in person, to the go¬ 
vernor and the general. Next morning, without waiting for an answer, 
he landed his 1;roops, his horses, and artillery; and having chosen. 
CTound he considered suitable, began to erect huts for liis men, and to 
fortify his camp. The natives, instead of opposing jhe entrance of 
those fatal guests into their country, assisted them in all their opera¬ 
tions with an alacrity of which they had ere long good reason to re¬ 
pent. 

Keaet day Teutile and Pilpatoe entered the Spanish camp with a 

s 2 
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numerous rctiuue ; and Cortes, considenug as the ministers of a 
groat monarch, entitled to a degprcc of attention very different from 
that iirhich the Spaniards were accustomed to pay the petty caciques 
srith whom they nad intercourse in the isles, received them with much 
Ibmal ceremony. He informed tlicm that he came ns ambassador 
iirom Don Carlos of Austria, king of Castile, the greatest monarch of 
the East, and was intrusted with propositions of such moment that he 
could impart them to none but the emperor Montezuma lumself, a^d 
therefore required them to conduct him, without loss of time, into the 
presence of their master. The Mexican officers could not conceal 
their uneasiness at a request which they knew would bo disagreeable, 
and which they foresaw might prove extremely cmbarrassuig to their 
aovereign, whose mind had been filled with many disquieting appre- 
hensionill'' ever since the former appearance of the Spaniards on his 
coasts. But before they attempted to dissuadi Cortes from insisting 
01 his demand, they endeavoured to conciliate his good-will by en¬ 
treating him to accept of certain presents, which, as humble slavet. of 
Montezuma, tliey laid at his feet. These ivcrc intioduced with gieat 
parade, and consisted of fine cotton cloths, of plumes of vaiious co¬ 
lours, and of ornaments of gold and silver to a consHlerabIc value, the 
workmanship of which appeared to be ns curious as the materials were 
rich. 

The display of these produced an (effect vi^ry diffcient fiom w'hatthe 
Mexicans intended. Instead of satisfying, it increased tlu? avidity of 
the Spaniards, and rendered them so eager and impatient to become 
masters of a country which abounded with such precious productions, 
that Cortes could hardly listen with patience to the arguments -wliieli 
jpnpatoe and Teutile employed to dissuade him from visiting the ca¬ 
pital, and in a haughty, detennined tone, lie insisted on liis demand 
of being admitted to a personal audience of tlieii sovcieign. During 
this interview, some painters, in the train of tlic Alexieau ehh^fa, had 
been diligently employed in delineating upon w’lutc cotton cloths, 
figures of the ships, the horses, the artillery, the soldiers, and what¬ 
ever dse attracted their eyes as singular. When Coites ol)scrvcd this, 
and was informed that these pictures were to be sent to Montezuma, 
ip order to convey to liim a more lively idea ot the strange and won¬ 
derful objects now presented to their view, than any words could 
communicate, he resolved to render the representation still more ani¬ 
mated and interesting, by exhibiting such a Bpcctacle as might give 
both them and their monarch an aw'ful impression of the extraor- 
dinar}^ mow'ess of his followers, and the irresistible force of their 
arms. The trumpets, by his order, sounded an alarm; the ti’oops in 
a moment formed in oidcr of battle; the infantry performed such 
martial exercises as w'erc best suited to display the effect of their va¬ 
rious weapons ; the horse, in vaiious evolutions, gave a specimen of 
their agility and strength; the artillery jiointed towards tlie thick 
’ woods which wrrounded the camp, were fired, and made dreadful 
havoc among the trees. The Mexicans looked on witli that silent 
amazement which is natural when the mind is struck with objects 
which are both awful and inscrutable; but at the explosion, of tiie 
cannon, many of them fled, some foil to the ground, and idl were sq 
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much confounded at ttie sight of men whose power so nearly resem¬ 
bled that of the gods^ that Cories found it difEicult to compose and re¬ 
assure them. The painters had now many new objects on which to 
exercise their ait, and they put their fancy on the stretch in order tO 
invent figures and symbols to represent the extraordinary things 
which they had seen^ 

Messengers were immediately despatched to Montezuma with those 
pictures, and a lull account of everything that had passed since the 
arrival of the Spaniards ; and by them Cortes sent a present of some 
European curiosities to Montc/uina, which, th^pgli of no great value, ' 
he believed Avould be acceptable on account of their noA^elty. The 
Mexican monarch, in orilcr to obtain early iiitbrxnation of every 
occitrrence in all the comers of their extensive i*inpire, had introduced 
a roiincment in poli(^unknowu at that time in Europe. He had 
couriers posted at pr^cr htations along the principal roads; and as 
these wci e traint d to agility by a regular education, and relieved one 
anotlicr at mtideralc distances, they conveyed intelligsnce Avith sur- 
jirising rapidity. Tliough the capital in which Montezuma resided 
was abf>ve one hundred and eighty miles from St. Juan de Ulua, 
Cortes' jjrcscnts Avere earned ihithor, and an answer to his demands 
w'as recened, in a few du}s. The same officers who had liithcrto 
treated with the Spaniards Avcrc employed to deliver this answer; 
but as they knew how repugnant the determmation of their mastar 
AAas to nil the schemes and wdshes of the Spanish commander, they 
w'oiild not to make it knowm until they had previously 

endeavoured to soothe and mollify him. For this purpose they 
rcae wed their negocijition, by introclucing a train of an hundred In- 
di.ins loaded aa ith presents sent to him by Montezuma. 

The magnificence of these was such as became a greatmonaTch, and 
far exceeded any idea which the Spaniards had hitherto formed of his 
wealth. They AA*erc placed on mats, spread on the ground, in such 
order as hhovi'^od them to the best advantage, Cortes and his officers 
vieAved with’ admiration the various manufactures of the country; 
cotton-stuffs so line, and of such delicate texture, as to resemble silk; 
pictures of animah, trees, and other natural objects, formed with 
Icatheis of dithrent coloiiis, disposed and mingled with such akLH and 
cloganco, as to rival the works of the pencil in truth and beauty of 
imitation. But what chiefly attracted their eyes were two large, 
plates of a circular form: one of massive gold, representing the sun; 
the other of silver, an emblem of the moon. These were accompanied 
with bracelets, collars, lings, and other trinkets of gold; and, that 
nothing might be w'antmg that could give the Spaniards a complete 
idea of what the country afforded, with some boxes filled with peaxlst 
precious atones, and grains of gold miAViought, as they hadUbeen 
fmmd in the mines or rivers. Cortes received all these with an 
appearance of profound veneration for the monarch by whom they 
were bestowed. But when the Mexicans, prcsimiing upon ibis, in¬ 
formed him that their master, though he desired him to accept of 
what he had sent as a token of regard for that monarch whom Cortes 
represented, w^Ould not give his consent that foreign troops should 
spprpach nearer to his capital, or even allow them to continue longer 
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in his dominions, the Spanisli g(*noral declared, in a manner more 
xesedute and peremptory than formerly, that he must insist on hi'^fiist 
demand, as he could not, without dishonour, return to his own 
<^untry, until he was admitted into the presence of the prince whom 
he wtw appointed to visit in the name of his Kovereign. The Mexienns, 
astonished at seeing any maTi dare to oppose that will which they 
were accustomed to consider as supreme and irresistible, yet aliaid 
pf predpitating their country into an open rupture with such formid^ 
^te enemies, prevailed with Cortes to promise that he would not 
move from his presen^ camp, until the return of a messenger w'hom 
^er sent to Montezuma for further instructions. 

The firmness with which Cortes adhered to his original proposal 
iriiiould naturally have brought tlie nogociation between him and 
)l(ontezuma to a speedy issue, as it seemed tajjjLcavc the Mexican no 
f^oice but either to receive him with confidence as a friend, or to 
oppose him opciily as an enemy. The latter was wiiat might have 
expected from a haughty prince in possession of extensive power, 
Hxe Mcxicuu empire at tins pciiod had attained a pitch of grandeur 
to which no society ever rose lu so short a pciiod. Tliough it had 
subsisted, according to their own traditions, only a hundred and thiity 
yw»> its dominion exb uded, from the Kortli to the South Sea, over 
territories stretching, w iih some small interruption, above five Mil¬ 
dred leagues from east to w cst, and more than two hundred from 
north to south, comprehending provinces not inferior in fertility* 
population, and opulence, 1o any in the torrid zone.* Tlic peoine 
were warlike end cntcrpn&ing ; the authority of the monarch un¬ 
bounded, and Ins revenues considerable. If, with thefoiccs which 
might have been suddenly U'lsonibled in such an empire, Montezuma 
had fallen upon the Spaniards wdiilc encamped on a barren, unhealthy, 
coast, Tunsuppoitcd by any ally, without a place of retreat, and desti¬ 
tute of provisions, it seems impossible that, even with all tlio advan¬ 
tages of tlieir superiority, diseipUne, and arms, they could have 
stood the shock, and they must either have perished in such an un¬ 
equal contest or havt' abandoned the enterprise. 

As the power of Montezuma enabled him to take this spirited part, 
his oTV'i) dispositions were such as seemed naturally to prompt him to 
do so. Of all the pniioes who had sw ayed the Mexican sceptre, he 
was the moat haughty, tile most violent, and the most impatient of 
control, llis subjects looked up to him with awe, and Ins enemies 
with terror. The former he governed with unexampled rigour; but 
they w ere imprcshcd with such an opinion of liis capacity as com- 
ipanded thpir respect; and, by many victories of the latter, he had 
^ead far the dread of his arms, and had added several considerable 
provii^ces to his dominions. l)ut though his talents might bo suited 
to the transactions of a state so impel lectly polished as the Mexican 
erapuo, and sufficient to conduct them while in their accustomed 
course, they w'cre altogether inadequate to a conjuncture bo extra* 
ordinary', and <lid not qualify him either to judge with the di$cem- 
menV or tu act with the decision requisite in bo trying an emergency 
Prom tlie instant that the Spaniards appeared on his coaet, he ex¬ 
hibited symptoms of timidity and embarrassment. Instead of taking 
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such resolutions as the coiisciouaness of his own power, or the moinory 
of his former exploits might have inspired, he deliberated with an 
anxiety and hesitation which did not escape the notice of his meanest 
courtiers. The perplexity and discomposure of Montezuma’s mind 
upon this occasion, as well as the general dismay of his subjects, worie 
not owing wholly to the impression which the Spaniards had made by 
thenovelty of their appearance and the terror of their arms. Their origin 
may be traced up to a more remote source. There was an opinion, if 
we may believe the earliest and most authentic Spanish historiaiMf 
almost universal among the Americans, that some dreadful calamity 
was impending over their heads, from a race of formidable invaders, 
who should come from regions towards the rising sun, to overrun 
and desolate their country. Whether this disquieting apprehension 
flowed from the memory of some natural calamity which had afflicted 
that part of the globe,*and impressed the minds of the inhabitantt 
with superstitious fears and forebodings, or whether it was an imam- 
nation accidentally suggested by the astonishment which the first si^t 
of a new race of men occasioned, it is impossible to determine. But 
as tJie Mexicans were more prone to superstition than any people 
in the New World, they were more deeply affected by the appearance 
of the Spaniards, whom their credulity instantly represented as the 
ini|^mmcnt destined to bring about this fatal revolution which they 
draHed. Under these circumstances it ceases to be incredible that a 


handful of adventurers should alarm the monarch of a great empire 
and all his subjects. • 

Notwithstanding the influence of this impression, when the mes¬ 
senger ai rived from the Spanish camp with an account that the leader 
of the strangers, adhering to his original demand, refused to obey flie 
order enjoining him to leave the country, Montezuma assumed some 
degree of resolution, and in a transport of rage, natural to a fierce 
prince unaccustomed to meet witn any opposition to his will, he 
threatened to sacrifice those presumptuous men to his gods. But his 
doubts and fcai'S quickly returned, and instead of issuing orders to 
cany his threats into execution, he again' called his ministers to 
confer and offer their advice. Feeble «nd temporising measures will 
always be the result when men assemble to deliberate in a situation 
where they ought to act* The Mexican counsellors took no effectual 
measure fur expelling such troublesome intruders, and were satisfied 
wdth issuing a more positive injunction, requiring them to leave the 
countr)'; but this they preposterously accompanied with a present of 
such value as proved a fresh inducement to remain. 

Meanwhile, the Spaniards were not without solicitude, or a variety 
of sentiments, in deliberating ^.onceming their own future (Conduct, 
From what they had already seen, many of them formed such ex¬ 
travagant ideas concerning the opulence of ihe country, that, despising 
danger or hardships when they had in view treasures which a^earea 
to be inexhaustible, they were eager to attempt the conquest. Others, 
estimating the power of the Mexican empire by its weedth, and enume¬ 
rating the various proofs which had occurred of its being under a weU 
regulated administration, contended that it w'ould be an act of the 
Wildest frenzy to attack such a state with a small body of men in 
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want of provisions, unconnected with any ally, and already enfeebled 
by tlio diseases peculiar to the climate, and the loss of several of their 
number. Cortes secretly applauded the advocates for bold measures, 
cherished their romantic hopes, as such ideas ^sorrespouded with his 
own, and favoured tlic execution of the schemes which he had 
formed. Prom the time that the suspicions of Yclasquez broke out 
with open violeiKJe in the attempts to. deprive him of the command, 
Cortes saw the necessity of dissolving a connexion which would ob¬ 
struct and embarrass all his operations, and watched for an oppor¬ 
tunity of coming to a tinai rupture with him. Having this in view, 
he had labouredoy every art to secure the esteem and affection of his 
soldiers. With his abilities for command, it was easy to gain their 
esteem; and his followers were quickly satisfied that they might rely 
with perfect confidence on the conduct and courage of their leader. Nor 
was it more difficult to acquire their affection. Among adventurers of 
ueiurly the same rank, and serving at their own expense, the dignity 
of command did not elevate a general above mingling with those who 
acted under h^m. Cortes availed himself of thu freedom of inter-* 
course to insinuate himself into their favour, and by his affable 
manners, by well-timed acts of liberality to some, by inspiring all 
with vast hopes, and by allowing them to trade privately with tko 
natives, a thing which was contrary to the orders of Yelasquebjj^e 
attached the greater part of his soldiers so firmly to himself, that^my 
almost fergot that the armament had been fitted out by the authority 
and at the expense of another. 

In the meantime TeutUe arrived with the ultimate order of the 
monarch, to depart instantly out of liia dominions ; and on Cortes 
renewing his demand for an audience, the Mexican indignantly quitted 
the camp. On the following morning, none of the natives, who had 
previously come in great numbers to barter, appeared; and it seemed 
probable that hostilities would immediately commence. This, though 
;it might have been easily foreseen, Induced the adherents of Velasquez 
to murmur and cabal at the attempts of Cortes to conquer so vast an 
empire, and tliey accordingly appointed one of their number to urge 
the commander to return to Cu,ba to refit the fleet and augment the 
army. Having represented this to be the wish of the whole force, Cortes 
listened without betraying any emotion; knowing well the temper 
of his soldiers, and foreseeing that this would be fated to the splendour 
of their hopes and schemes, he carried his dissimulation so far as to 
seem to be perfectly willing to comply with their request, and issued 
orders tliat the aimy should be ready to re-embnrk for Cuba next day. 
As soon as tliis was known, the disappointed adventurers gave vent to 
their displeaswe in exclamations and threats aloud; the emissaries of 
Cortes, mingling with them, inflamed their rage, and the camp, almost 
in a state ofmutiny, loudly demanded to sec their commander. Cortes 
speedily appeared; upon which officers and soldiers, with one voice, 
expressed their astonishment and indignation at the orders they had 
jubt received. They said that it was unworthy of Castilian courage 
to fly at the first appearance of danger; that they were resolved not 
to relinquish an attempt which had iiitherto been so successful, and 
which would so beneficially spread their religion, and promote the 
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glory and interest of their country; that they would joyfully follow him 
tlurough every danger in quest ofthosc settlements and treasures which 
he had so long held out to their view; and that if he timidly chose to 
return to Cubai and give up all his hop^ of distinction and opulence, 
they would choose another commander to conduct them to the path of 
glory which ho had not the spirit to enter. 

Cortes was delighted with their axdouri'^as their sentiments were 
w'hat he himself had inspired, and the warmth of their expression 
convinced him that they had imbibed them thoroughly. He affected 
to be Burprised at what he had heard, declaring that out of deference 
to what he considered \ras their opinion, he had sacrificed his own 
private inclination, and given the orders for embarkation; that he was 
now convinced of his error; and, os he perceived that they were ani¬ 
mated with tl^ generous spirit which breathed in every true Spaniard, 
he would resume \nth fresh ardour his original x>lan, and doubted 
not to conduct them, in the career of victory, to such independent 
fortunes as their valour merited. Upon this declaration, shouts of 
applause testified the excess of their joy ; such even secretly dis¬ 
approved of it iveie obliged to join in the public acclamations. 

AVithout allowing his men time to cool or to reflect, Cortes set about 
carr^'inghis design into execution. lie accordingly constituted by the 
Buftrage of the principal persons iu the army a form of civil govern¬ 
ment, on the model of a Spanish corporation. The magistrates were 
distinguished by the same names and ensigns of oflice, and were to 
exercise a similar jurisdiction. All the pcrsofhs chosen were most 
firmly devoted to Cortes, and the instrument of the election was 
framed in the king*s name, without any mention of their dependance 
on Velasquez, 

The first meeting of the new council vras distinguished by a trans¬ 
action of great moment. As soon as it was asscmlued, Cortes applied 
for leave to enter; and approaching with many marks of profound 
respect, which added dignity to the tribunal, and set an example of 
reverence for its authority, he began a long harangue, lu this address, 
he stated with much art, and in terms extremely flattering to'^ersous 
just entering upon their new function,^ that as the supreme jurisdiction 
which they had planted w-aa now vested in that court, that it would 
be unlawful for him to maintain any longer his authority; that ho 
should consider them as the representatives of his sovereign; t^t such 
was his zeal for tlie serAuce iu which they were engaged, that WWould 
most cheerfully take up a pike with the same hand that laid down the 
general's truncheon, and convince lus fellow-soldiers that, though 
accustomed to command, he had not forgotten how to obey. Having 
finished his diacour&c, he laid down the commission from Yelasquex 
upon the tabic, and, after kissing liis truncheon, delivered it to the chief 
m^iatrate, and withdrew. 

The deliberations of the council were not long, as Cortes had con¬ 
certed this important measure with his confidants, and had prepared 
the other members, with great address, for the part which he wished 
them to take. His resignation was accepted; and as the uninter¬ 
rupted tenor of their prosperity under his conduct afforded the most 
SiLtisfying evidcnco of his abilities for command, they, by their unmi- 
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xnous suffrage, elected him chief juKaco of the colony, and captain- 
eencral of its army, and appointed hib cominibaion to be made out in 
the king's name, with most ample powers, which were to continue m 
force until the royal pleasure should be further known. The soldiers, 
with eager applause nitihod the choice which the council had made; 
the air resounded with the name of Cortes, and all vowed to shed 
their blood in support of his authority. 

Cortes, having ^us risen in rank, irom the deputy of a subject to 
the repiesentativG ol a so\ereign, asserted his authority with vigour, 
end, partly by rigour and partly by the plentiful use of the Mexican 
gold, completed his ascendancy over the authority of Velasquez. 

Cortes having thus tendered4the union between himseli and his 
aPXny indissoluble, was encouraged to throw off any dependence on 
the governor oi Cuba, and advance into the country ; and to this he 
was encouraged by an event which was deemed both fortunate and 
reasonable. Some Indians having approached his camp in a myste¬ 
rious mariijlr, were introduced into his presence. 11c found that they 
were seuF^kfi a proffer of iriendship from the cacique of Zt nipoalia, 
a considerable tdwA at no great distance; and from thfm he iound 
' thftttheir though subject to Montezuma, was filled with such 

'dr^aad tliat nothing could be more acceptable than 

t^merance fiom the oppression*under which he 
’liKs not slow lu perceiving that the great empire 
which heinf^ded to attack was neitner perfectly uiuted, nor its so¬ 
vereign universally beloved; and thinking that similar fcolings might 
exist in other parts of tlic kingdom, and that the malcontents would 
* readily join his standard, he gave a most gracious reception to the 
Zempoallinns, and promised soon to visit their cacique. 

. Some ofiic^^^ving discovered a village named Qiuabislan, about 
Jmtv mUea totf^porthward, which, for several reasons, seemed more 

a ’B^t^wment than their present locality, Cortes dc- 
ither. Zempoalla lay in his w^ay, and tlie 
ith the greatest kindness, and with respect 
doration. lie learned fiom him many particu- 
t6 the character of Montezuma, and the circum- 
ndered his dominion odious. The cacique represented 
& a tyrant, haughty, cruel, and suspicious, who treated 
bjects with arrogance, ruined the conquered pjovmccs by 
exactions, and conducted himself in the most violent and 
USel manner. (Joites artfully insinuated that one of his chief 
_ w as the redress of grievances, and having encouraged him to 

ho^e for his interposition, in due time heleit for Quiabislan. 

Hin ing found a spot admirably adapted for a town, Cortes diligently 
set to w^ork to construct the houses, which were, in fact, only huts, 
but w'cre to be surrounded by fortifications sufficient to resist the as¬ 
saults of an Indian aimy. Being assisted by the neighbouring In¬ 
dians, this was easily effected. Wliile employed in this necessary 
woik, Cortes had several interviews with the caciques of Zempoalla 
and Quiabislan ; and having availed him.self of their astonishment at 
the numerous w'onders he had to show them, he inspired them with 
auch high ideas of the powers of the Spaniards as led them, relying 
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upon him« openly to msult the Mexican power. Having thus rebelled^ 
they had no hope of salVty but in attaching themselves inviolably to 
the Spaniards, and they formally acknowledged themselves to be 
vassals of the same monarch. Their example was followed by a fierce 
people called the Totonaques, who offered to accompany Cortes, with 
all their forces, to Mexico. 

Some soldiers and sailors, secretly attached to Velasquez, or inti¬ 
midated at the prospect of the dangers before them, formed the design 
of seizing one of the brigantiocb, and making their escape to Cuba, in 
order to give information to the governor, so as to enable him to in¬ 
tercept the ship that was to carry treasure and despatches from Cortes 
to Spain. Fortunately for their commander, at the moment when 
everything avas ready for execution, they were betrayed by one of 
their associates. The discovery of this conspiracy showed to Cortes, 
that the spirit of ili'^affoction still lurked among his troops, which, on 
any slight reverse of fortune, would oblige him to relinquish the ex¬ 
pedition. With these things pressing on his mind, he determined to 
destroy the fleet, and thus reduce them all to the adoption of the same 
resolution with himself, either to conquer or to perish. In the most 
artful manner he brought his soldiers to think with him, and having 
succeeded fully m this, by universal consent the ships were drawn 
ashore, and having been deprived of whatever might be of use, they 
were broken in pieces. 

In the year 1519, Cortes began Ids ma]reh from Zcmpoalla, with 
five hundred men, fittecn horse, and six field-pieces. The rest of his 
troops, consisting chiefly of such from age or infirmity were less 
fit for active service, he left as a gaiTison in Villa lliea. 'Ihe cacique 
of Zempoalla supplied him with piovihions, and with Indians whose 
office W'as to carry burdens, and to perform all servile labour, who 
greatly relieved the Spanish bokhers in carrying their baggage, and 
dragging along the anillery. Ho ofii'red likewise a considerable body 
of hia troops, but Cortes was satisfiod with four hundred. Nothing 
memorable occurred until he arnved on the confines of Tlaseala. The 
inhabitants of that province weio fierce, warlike, and high spirited, 
though less advanced in civilization than the subjects of Montezuma, 
to whom they were implacable enemies, and had been luiitcd in an 
ancient alliance with the caciques of Zcmpoalla. Cortes, though he 
had received uiformation of the injirtial character of this people, flat¬ 
tered himself that his professions of delivering the oppressed from the 
tyranny of Montezuma, might induce them to grant him a friendly 
reception. But instead of the favourable answer wliich was expected, 
the Tlascalans seized the ambassadois, and, without any regard to 
their public character, made piepaiations for sacrificing them to their 
gods. At the anme time they assembled their troops, in order to op¬ 
pose those unknown invaders if they should attempt to pass through 
their country by force of arms. They concluded, from Cortes’s pr^ 
posal of visiting Montezuma in hia capital, that, notwithstanding ml 
his professions, he courted the fnendsh)p of a monarch w'hom 
they both hated and feared. In addition to this, they despised 
the small number of the Spaniards; as they had not yet measured 
flurir own strengdi with that of these new enemies, they had no 
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idea of fhe superiority which they derived from their arms and 
discipline. 

Cortes having waited some days in vain, for the return of his ambas¬ 
sadors, advanced into the Tlascalau tenitory, where he found their 
troops in the field, who attacked him with great intrepidity; and, in 
the first encounter, wounded some of the Spaniards and killed two 
horses—a loss, in their situation, of great moment, as it was irrepar¬ 
able. After this Cortes proceeded with more caution, and fortified 
every camp with extraordinary care,—measures which were highly 
necessary, us, for fourteen days, the Tlascalons continued their almost 
uninterrupted assaults, with a degree of perseverance and valour of 
which the Spaniards had seen nothing parallel in the New World. 
Though this very warlike people brought into the field lyinicB which 
appear, as regards their numbers, sufficient to overwhelm the 
Bpaiuards^ their want of military order and discipline, with their 
topstant solicitude to carry off the dead and wounded, prevented their 
maHlEing. any permanent impression on their enemies. In addition to 
thjf, tjaeir vAy defective weapons, though used with the greatest 
C<uin^, were insufiicient to penetrate the quilted jackets which the 
wore, so that though many of the Spaniards were wounded 
tuHie were killed, llie Tlascalans also, in accordance with their 
custom, gave their cnemioB due notice of their attacks, and also sent 
them a large supply of poultry and maize, as they scorned to attack 
an enemy enfeebled by hunger, and it tvould be an affront to thuir 
gods to offer them famished victims, as well as (bsagreoablc to them- 
wlves to feed on such emaciated prey- 

After the ill success they had experienced in their numerous con- 
Aicts; notwithstanding all theeffoitsof their own valour, of which 
they had no small opinion; and finding that the Spaniards constantly 
lismiased the prisoners they took, not only without injury but often 
with presents of European toys, and renewed their offers of peaco 
ifter every victoiy; this lenity amazed the people, who, according to the 
exterminating system of war known in America, were accustomed to 
sacrifice and devour without mercy all the captives taken lu battle ; 
ind the whole of these circumstances induced them to conclude a 
peace desired with equal ardour by both parties. 

The Tlascalans yielded themselves as vassals to the crown of Cas- 
dlc, and engaged to assist Cortes in all his future operations. This 
treaty w^as concluded at a very seasonable time for the Spaniards, as 
the^cessant conflicts, the wont of many necessaries, combined with, 
the prevalence of the distempers so frequent in hot countries, and the 
vast numbers of their enemies, had caused many to despond, which in 
lomc amounted almost to despair; but the submission of the Tlas¬ 
calans, and their own triumphmit entry into the capital city, where 
they were received with the reverence paid to beings of a superior 
order, banished the memory of past suffeiings, and dispelling every 
algous thought, i^lly satisfied them that there was jiot now any 
power in America able to witlistand their arms. 

Cortes remamed twenty days in Tlascala, in order to allow his troops 
a short interval of repose after such hard service; and employed ms 
time in obtaining information of the state of the Meccan empMe, and 
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In CdnciUating and obtaining the eatee^ of their new alU^» iVho now 
regarded them with veneration as great as their former hatred* This 
great advantage, however, w'as very nearly lost by a new effusion of 
that intemperate zeal with which Cortes, like other adventurers of 
his time, was animated* He explained to the Tlascalans some of the 
chief doctrines of the Christian religion, and began to insist on tlieir 
embracing them; but they, on the other hand, contended that their 
Teules were divinities no less than the God in whom the Spaniard 
believed, CorteS, nevertheless, continued to uige liis demand— 
mingling threats with his arguments—until the Tlascalans could bear 
it no longer, and conjured liim never to mention this again, lest the 
gods should avenge on their heads the guilt of having listened to sucli 
a proposition. Cortes, astonished and enraged at their obstinacy, was , 
going to execute by force what he could not accomplish by pci suasion; * 
and piepared to overturn their altars, and cast down their idols, with 
a violent hand, if Tatiier Bartholomew de Olincdo, chaplain to the 
expedition, had not wisely checked his inconKiderate impetuosity. 
Having shown him the lolly of enraging a large city fille3 with people 
equally warlike and superstitious, he declared that leligion should 
not be propagated by the sword, or infidels converted by violence, 
and advocated the true principle of independence of conscience. The 
remonstrances of an ecclesiastic no less respectable for wisdom than 
virtue, liad their proper weight with Cortes. 

As Cortes was accompanied by six thousand^ Tlascalans, he had 
now the command of foices which resembled a regular army. Tliey 
directed their course toAvurds Cholula, Montezuma, who had at 
length consented to admit the Spaniards into his presence, having 
informed Cortes that he had given orders for his friendly reception 
there. Having been Avarned by the Tlascalans, before he set out on 
his march, to keep a watchful C) e over the Cholulans, though received 
into the town with much seeming respect and cordiality, Cortes ob- 
serA^ed several circumstances w'hich excited suspicion. Two of the 
TlaBcalims, who were encamped at some distance from the town, 
having found means to enter in disguise, acquainted him that they 
observed the women and childien of the prineinal citizens retiring in 
great hurry every night, and that six children had been sacrificed in 
the cliief temple, a nte which indicated the execution of some warlike 
enterprise to be approaching. At the same time, Marina, the inter¬ 
preter, received information from an Indian woman of distinction, 
whose confidence she had gained, that the destruction of her friends 
was concerted ; that a body of Mexican troops lay concealed near the 
town; that some of the streets were barricaded, and, in others, pits 
or deep trenches were dug and slightly covered over, as traps mto 
which the horsea might fall; that stones or missive weapons were 
Collected on the tops of the temples, with which -to overwhelm the 
infantry; that the fatal hour was now at hand, and their ruin 
unayoiuable. iI7ortes, alarmed at this concurring evidence, secretly ’ 
arrested three of the chief priests, and extorted from tliem a confession 
that confirmed the intelligence which ho had received. As not a 
moment was to be lost, he instantly resolved to intercept his eneimes, 
and to infiict on them such dreadful vengeance as might strike Monte^k 
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^asuRia and liis subjects with terror. For this purpose, the Spaniardls 
axid Zcmpoallans were drawn up in a large court, which had been 
allotted tor their quarters near the centre ox the town ; the Tlascalans 
had orders to advance ; and the magistrates and several of the chief 
citisens were sent for, under various pretexts, and seized. On a signal 
being given, the troops rushed out und fell upon the multitude, desti¬ 
tute of leaders, and so much astonished, that the weapons dropping 
from their hands, they stood motionless, and incapable of defence. 
Wliilc the Spaniards pressed them in front, the Tlascalans attacked 
them in the rear. The streets were tilled with bloodshed and death. 
The temples, which afforded a retreat to the priests and some of the 
leading men, wore set on fire, and they perished in the flumes. This 
scene of horror continued two days; during which the wretched 
•inhabitants suffered all that the destructive rage of the Spaniards, or 
the implacable revenge of their Indian allies, could inflict. At length 
the carnage ceased, after tlie slaughter of six thousand Cholulans, 
without the loss of a single Spaniard. 

From Chdlula, Cortes advanced directly towards Mexico, which 
was ohly twenty leagues distant. In every place thiough which he 
passed he was received as a person possc'ssed of suificient power to 
deliver the empire from the oppression under which it groaned, and 
the caciques, or governors, communicated to him all the grievances 
which they suffered under Montezuma. In descending from the 
^mountains of Clialco, across which The road lay, the vast plain of 
Mexico opened gradually to thi^ir view. When they first beheld this 
prospect—one of the most stiikmg and beautiful on the face of the 
earth; when they observed fertile and cultivated tields btretching 
further than the eye could reach; when they saw a lake resembling 
the bea in extent, encompassed with large towns, and discovered the 
capital city rising upon an island in the middle, adorned with its 
temples and turrets ; the scene so far exceeded their imagination, that 
some believed the fanciful descriptions of romance were realized, and 
that its enchanted palaces and gilded domes were presented to tlieir 
sight; whileothers could haidly persuade themselves that this wonder^ 
fui spectacle was anytlung more than a dream. As they advanced their 
doq|>ts were removed, but their amazement increased. 'J^hoy were 
now fully satisfied that the country was rich beyond any conception 
which they had formed of it, and flattered tlicmsolvea that at length 
tl^cy should obtain an ample recompense for all their services and 
sufferings. 

Many messengers arrived successively from Montezuma, permitting 
them one day to advance, requiring them on the next day to retire, as 
his hopes and fears alternately predominated; and so extraordinary 
were his resolutions, that Cortes was at the gates of the capital before 
the monarch had determined whether to receive him as a friend ot 


oppose him as an enemy. When they drew near the city, about a 
thousand persons advanced wdth the greatest pomp, and individually 
saluted Cortes in the most respectful manner. These were followed 
by a company of higher rank, in their gaudiest apparel, in the midst 
<n whom was Montezuma, in a chair or litter, richly ornamented with 
gold and feathers of various colours. Four of his principal ihvotLxitas 
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carried him on theli shoulders; others supported a canopy of curioua 
workmanship over his head. When he drew near» Cortes di&mouatcdf 
advancing towards him with officious haste, and in a respectful poso 
ture. Montezuma saluted him with the utmost respect, insomuch 
that the (condescension of ordinarily so proud a monarch most fully 
impressed the people with the idea of the Spaniards being divinitieg* 
Montezuma conducted Cortes to the quarters which he had prepared for 
his reception, and immediately took leave of him, with apulitencssnot 
unworthy of a court more refined. “ You are now,'* says he, “ with 
your brothers in your own house, Kelresh yourselves after your 
fatigue, and be happy until 1 return/' The place allotted for their 
lodging was surrounded by a stone wall i#th towers at proper dis* 
taii(*cb , and its aportmeiitb and courts wore so largo as to accommodate 
both the Spaniards and their Indian allies. The first care of Cortes 
was to take precautions for his security, and to enjom on his numerous 
sentinels the strictcbt vigilance. 

Ill the otening Montezuma returned in a similar manner, and 
brought pre^^^^nth of such value to ev(aw one of his followers as showcjd 
both the liberality of the munarch and the opulence ot his kingdom, 
(Jortes had a long conference with the monarch, in which the latter 
infoiiued them that their coming perfectly agreed with an ancient 
tradition of the Mexicans, of the founder of their colony promising 
that his descendants should visit them, and reform their constitution 
and assume the government, and desired that the Spaniards should 
consider themselves as masters in his doniiniohs, for both himself and 
his subjects should be ready to comply witli their will, and even to 
anticipate ihcir w’^ishes. Cortes ri^plied in liis usual style, with 
respect to the dignity and power of his sovereign, and made his 
speech coincide with the tiadition he had just heard. 

Notwithstanduig alltliis, Cortes was the subject of the most anxious 
solicitude with respect to his own position. The Tlascalans had 
warned him, and attempted to dissuade him from entering Mexico, 
where Montezuma would have him at his mcicy, shut up as if in a 
snare, from which it was impossible to escape; by breaking down 
certain bridges, and in several other ways, they might be cooped up 
in a hostile city, surrounded by multitudes suffieicnt to ovorwhelm 
them, and without any means of receiving aid from their allies. They 
were also dependent upon a man whose promises, if they were sin'^ 
cere, might not bo continued. Cortes now fully saw that from an 
excess of confidence in the superior valour and diwiplinc of his troops, 
as well as from the defective information whieh he tiad received, he 
had pushed forward into a situation where it was difficult to continue, 
and from which it was almost certain ruin to retire, lie felt that the 
fiffightest symptom of tiini<hty woxdd let loose upon them the whole 
force of the empire. The situation was trying, but his mind wae 
not depressed, and he fixed imon a plan, no less extraordinary than 
daring, which was, to seize Montezuma, and keep him as a prisoner 
ip the Spanish' quaitcrs, and with so sacred a pledge 1ft his hands he 
made no doubt of being secure from any effort of Ahshr violence. 

A.t his usual hour of visiting Montezuma, Cortes went to the 
|M>3ia6g^ accompanied by five of his principal officers, and os many 
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fioldter&« He and his attcndcuata iverc admitted ^'ithout suspicion { 
th^ Mexicans retiring, as usual, out of respect. He addressed the 
monarch in a very different tone to the one he had previously eni- 
pioyedf and having made several charges against him, stated that liis 
soldiers ivould never be satisfied of his innocence if he did not show 
his confidence and attachment by taking up his residence for some 
time in the Spanish quarters, xi^here he should be served and honoured 
as became a great monarchy Montezuma was deprived of speech, and 
almost of^otion, by so strange a proppsition. At length, indignation 
gave him utterance, and he haughtily answered, ** that persons of his 
rank were not accustomed voluntaiily to give themselves up os pri¬ 
soners; and were he mea#enough to do so, his subjects would not 
permit such an affront to bo offered to their sovereign.” Cortes, un¬ 
willing to employ force, endeavoured alternately to soothe and intimi¬ 
date him. The altercation became warm, mid having continued 
above three hours, Velasquez de Leon, an impetuous and gallant 
^oung man, exclaimed, with impatience, '*AVhy waste inoie time in 
ifuin } Let u!) cither seize him, or instantly stab him to the heart/* 
Montezuma’s danger was imminent; the necessity unavoidable. He 
saw both, and, abandoning himself to liis fate, complied with their 
request. 

liis officers, though astonished and afflicted, presumed not to ques¬ 
tion the will of their master, but carried liim in silent pomp to the 
Spanish quarters. The people, on hearing of this, broke out into the 
wildest transports of grief and rage, threatening the JJpaniards with 
immodiate destruction. But on the appearance of Montezuma, with 
U seeming gaiety of countenance, and upon his declaring it to be of 
his own choice that he went to reside for some time among his friends, 
the multitude, taught to revere every intimatiou of their sovereign's 
pleasure, qtiietly dispersed. On his arrival at the Spanish camp 
he was watched with the utmost care, although he was attended by 
his own ofilcers, and carried on every function of government. Not¬ 
withstanding this, he was subjected to the cruel indignity of seeing 
his son, and five of his principal officers, who liad only acted a patriotic 
part, burnt to death, on a pHe formed of the arms collected in the 
^'o^al magazine for the public safety. By this and otlier acts the 
ijmit of Montezuma was completely subdued; and, though currying 
on the government in just the same way as before, allowed to frequent 
the temples, and even to go a hunting, a guard of a few Spaniards 
was quite sufficient to secure the captive monarch. 

Coites availed himself of his now extensive power to send some of 
his officers, accompanied by some of the servants of Montezuma, and 
with the royal auwority, to visit the different proriuces, to find out 
the districts which yielded gold or silver, and were best adapted for 
ipettlements. Encouraged by so many instances of the monarch's tame 
gunmissiou to his will, Cortes urp^ed Montezuma to acknowledge him- 
$tAt the vassal of the 'King of Spmn, and to subject his dominions to an 
annual tributef Even to this request Montezuma acceded, and having 
called together his tffiicf men, informed them he had done so. The 
broken spirited monarch's request was reluctantly and sorrowfully 
Obeyed by themi With all the formalities enjoined by their 
masters* " 
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^The Spaniards now collected all the treasure which had been 
amassed, and which amounted to about six hundred thousand peso$. 
The soldiers were impatient to have it dividedt but were extrem^y 
discontentad to find, on account of the large sums laid by for the 
crown and the ofiicers, that their share only amounted to ahxmdred 
pesos. But however pliant Monlczuma wag, in one respect he was 
inflexible; and, notwithstanding the headstrong and ridiculous seal 
of Cortes, he refused to embrace the profession of the Christian Ibith, 
Pinding the monarch so obstinate, he led out Iris soldiers to ^ow 
down the idols by violence; but on flnding the extreme rage of the 
Mexicans, he desisted. They now arranged with their sovereign 
measures for destroying the Spaniards, who were accordingly orde^d 
to depart, under p(*naily of destruction. Cortes, meanwlme, Was 
extremely anxious concerning the confirmation of his authority by 
the King of Spain, as without this he might be seized as a traitor. 
He wad, however, delighted to find a new armament arrived; but his 
joy was turned into dismay when he learned that it wi\^ fitted out by 
Velasquez, on purpose to destroy him as having acted in so treacheroui 
a manner. As this army was a cry far larger than his awn, and the 
Mexicans w'ore joyfully acknowledging Narvaez (the commander of 
Velasquez) as their deliverer fiom the oppression of Cortes, he Was 
now well assured that the only uay to jucceed w'as by overcoming 
the oppopite party. Cortes, having arranged all necessary matters 
with the greatest cunning, marched against Narvaez, and, by attacking 
him in the night, and other stratagems, conquered him, though with 
the loss of blit few soldiers on either side, and even induced ajlmost all 
his antagonist’s seddiers to join with him. Thus was this most un- 
-scrupulous, but singularly successful general again saved from 
what seemed overwhelming danger. If those measures had not 
been so speedily accomplished, the garrison left at Mexico must 
have been dosUoyed by the enraged inhabitants; but this was jHre* 
vented by the return of Cortes, On the repassing of the army 
through the Mexican territories, they found the feeling subsistinr 
towards them entirely changed, and that the most deeply-rooted 
antipathy had succeeded. The joy of the meeting oi Cortes vrith the 
garrison left at Mexico was excessive; but it was speedily cooled 
by the impetuous attacks*of the Mexicans, who advanced with the 
most undaunted courage, though rank idter rank was succes&ivSly 
cut down; and it was only by the utmost exertions of Cortes and his 
aoldiers that their fortress was not taken. The general now pre¬ 
pared his troops for a sally on the following day, which might 
either drive the enemy out of the city, or compel them to come to 
terms. But in this he was unsucccssiul, and equal^ so in another 
conflict soon after, which induced him to see what effect the influemoe 
of Montezuma would have on his people; and he was accordiiiitfly 
brought, in regal oostume, to the battlements, where he endeavoureato 
sooUie the Mexicans, and to keep them from hostilities; but, so great 
was their indignation, that a shower of arrows was the only repl^» 
two of which struck the unhappy monarch, who soon after ended his 
djsys by refusing any nourishment, as he scorned to siurvive this last 
luwUation, 
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Coi^Ba aftear another.iooiiflicta determined to leare the city, and, 
thii&ing it best to retire rniseen, if piasible, did so at midnight; but 
having proceeded some distance, he and Ids soldiers were suddenly 
alarmed to find themselves surrounded by their enemies. Only about 
half of the soldiers, with little treasure, and no baggage or ammunition, 
« reaped, and they with great difficulty retreated to Otumba, where, 
however, fresh enemies appeared drawn up in almost incredible 
numbers, and there seemed nothing to be done but to ctinquer or to die. 
- After the Spaxuards were almost exhausted, they were again saved 
through the instrumentality of Cortes, and were received joyfully by 
the Tlascudans. Cortes, however, did not despair; but, having 
received remforcements from various sources, he was still resolved on 
the subjection of the Mexican empire to the crown of Castile. 

Both the Mexicans and the Spaniards made every preparation for 
the ensuing siege, and the latter constructed, under the most dis- 
'COuraging circumstances, thirteen brigantines, without which they 
, Vkow knew it^)VouId be useless to attempt the reduction of tliat great 
city* In due time the uege was begun, which lasted for seventy-five 
days, and after numerous, repeated, and vanod attacks, in which 
hundrads were butchered, the city surrendered. The exultation of the 
Spaniards was somewhat damped on finding that the wealth, which 
ihey considered to bo inexhaustible, had been partly carried off, 
md a vast deal thrown to the bottom of the lake; and, to the excessive 
vexation of some, the share that fell to them was utterly insignificant, 
f,Mi(^Thc fate of the capital, as both parties had foreseen, decided that of 
IHio empire. The provinces submitted, one after another, to the t!on- 
querora. ^ Small detachments of Spaniards, marching through them 
without interruption, penetrated in vaiious directions. Cortes, with 
much dil&culty, at last succeeded in getting the full support of 
his sovereign, and was appointed Captain-General and Governor of 
New Spain. He therefore diligently set to work to re-build Mexico, 
and arranged the affairs of the country witli the greatest care. The 
natives, roused by the cruelties of the Spaniards, repeatedly took up 
arms against Iheir oppressors, but were uniformly unsuccessful, and 
the records of the world are sullied in an unusual degree by the wanton 
barbarity and the atrocious cruelty of the conquerors; wherever "they 
went tlidr path was marked with blood. Many persons having 
carried tp Spain the information that Cortes was intending to assume 
file conunand in Mexico independently of his sovereign, and this idea 
having gained ground at court, he was obliged to repair to Spain, 
where he was very honourably received. He returned, howevar, 
to America with much diminished poviers; charged only with 
.tha command of the nulitury department, the direction of the civil 
affair s being entrusted to a board, called The Audience of New 
^ 0 ^.” he had no opportunity of displaying his active talents 
but in attempting new discoveries, he sent out several manne expedi¬ 
tions, which ]B|px>ved unsuccessful, except one, whiclv discovered the 
Udge peninsma of California, and surveyed the greater part of the 
gmf which separates it from New Spain. 

Being weary of contesting with the board which had taken so moeh 
popiOr xTom him, and disgusted at the many unfruitful expeditions ba 
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Had made, he once more sought his native Cauntry; but his receptioa 
there was verj^ different from what he considered his singular services 
merited; and, indeed, his former Exploits seemed entirely forgotten* 
Cortes dissembled, redoubled the assiduity of his attendance on the em* 
peror, accompanied him on his disastrous expedition to Algiers in lS4lp 
served as a volunteei>and had a horscltilled under him. Thiswasr-^ 
his lii'^^ tippeaiancc in the field, and, had his advice been followed, the 
Spanish arms would have been saved from disgrace, and Europe 
delivered nearly th^le centuries earlier from the scouigc of organize 
piracy. 

Soon after the expedition to Algiers, Cortes fell into neglect, and 
could scarcely obtain an atxdience. One day, however, forcing his 
wuy through the crowd that surrounded the emperor’s carriage, ho 
mounted on the door-step, and Ohailth, a.stonished at so audacious 
an act, demanded to know who he was? “I am a mivn/' proudly 
replied the Mexican conqueror, ‘*who has given you more provmdto 
than your anccstois left you cities/* 'Ihis act complutted the 
las oflences, and Coites, overwhelmed with disgust, withdrew 
court, passed the remainder of his days in Bohtude, and died neitt 
Seville, iu the sixty-third year of his age, on the 2nd of Decembet^ 
1564. 

In closing this deeply-aliecting narrative, we are reminded of the 
words of Ooijjper :— • 

** \Vlii]o Cook Is loTcd for savage lives he saved, 

Sec Cortes rjdious lor ii world eii^i.ivod, 

Where wast tlmu then sweet Cli.irnv, whore then. 

Thou tutelary trlcnd ot lulploS’i men ? 

Wast thou in monkish edh and muinerli'b iound. 

Or hullding hospitals on English j^round ? 

N'o; Mammon makt's thu woiM his io{,(alec, 

Thiouj(h lear, not love, and heaven abhors tlio fee* 

Wherever round (and all iiieii iieod thv care) 

Nor nor tuianc> could dud tine there. 

The huud that blew till it ruulil slay no mure, • 

Wus glutd to the sword-lnit with Indian goto. 

Their prince, uaju'^tly spattd on his throne. 

As vain inipenal riiilip on hts own. 

Tricked oiu ot all Ins rujiilt) by art. 

That stripp'd him hare and broke his honest heart, 
plod by tho «t<*nu ritp of a sbaycn priest. 

For stjornbifj wlut thej taoFrht turn to detest. 

IJou dark ihi: u'll tliat intercepts tJjc bhisce 
Ot hOHven’b inysUTlous purposes and nays 
Cod stood not, though be -^Lcni d to stand, aloof. 

And.at this h<iur thu coiiqutroi kels ihe proof, 

The wreath ho \\on drew down an mstuit cuise, 

The liettinK plri;,ne is in the pubbu purse, 

The canker'd spoil corrodes Uk' piniita slate, 

Starved by that indolence Iheir minds create. 

Oh \ could their ancient Incas use again, 

How would they take up Isiaera taunting stroiii. 

^ Art thou, too, /alien, Ibena ? l>o wo see 
The roblior and the murderer weak as we? 

Thou that hast wasted caith, and dared despise 
Alike the wrath and mercy ot the skies, 

Tby pomp Is In the grave, thy glory laid 
Low In the pits thine avarice has mode. 



1^2 pizah&o and thx DtscorsuY of pnttv , 

^ 4^ Wc come with Joy from our eteniai reit. 

To see tlio oppressor in bU turn oppressM* 

Art thon the Qod, the tbvnder of whose hand 
ItoU’d over all onr desolated land. 

Shook principalities and kingdoms down, 

And mode tlie mountalna tremble at hla frown ? 
The sword shatt light upon thy boasted powers, 
And wa&to them, as Uo sword has wasted ours. 
*Tis tiiiih Omnipotence his law lultila, 

» And vengeance executes what Justice wills* 


CHArTEll XII. 


TIZMIUO AND THE DISCOVERY 01? TERIT, 

ft 

M\ky Rchomos were formed, and some unsuccessfully carried out, for 
tike discovery of the rich countries whicJi were supposed to exist to the 
:Ofiat of Panama since the tune tliat Nuiicz dc Balboa, in hia voyage 
^to theSouthoim Ocean, receited the lirst obscuie hints of their ex- 
* istmee. But there were three ptrsona who, when everybody else had 
ffhren up the idea in despair, resolved to attempt the execution of this 
jhctkeme; their names were, Francisco Pi/arro, Diego de Almagro, and 
Hernando Luque. The two foxmt r wes e of ^ ei y low birth, being bred 
ki the camp, thouchboth distinguished for bravery and other soldier- 
lOce qualities; anu the latter uas an ccclebiastic who had amassed 
riches that inspired him with thoughts of rising to ^at eminence, 
^eae formed a confederacy -whuli was authorised by Pedrarias, the 
governor of Panama. 

first attempt, which w^as on a small scale, was attended ivith 
m^eiUOcesB, owing to thejr vexy hunted knowledge of the ncighbour- 
iag countxieB. They, how'ever, doternuned to renew the attempt, but 
it was with great dimculty that they could obtain a loinforccmcnt, on 
MoMBtt of the difiieultiea they had already met tvith. A new 
of Panama, having succeeded Pedrarias, he gave orders for 
tmrttuniof Pizarro, his eontmuance appeared to be dangerous for so 
yotmg a colony. Pizarro, however, peremptorily refused to obey the 
governor's orders, and only thirteen ot las boldiors had the spirit and 
asterprise to remain with him. After five dreary montliM, spent on an 
tmhealthy island, they were overjoyed on the arrival of ii vessel from 
' Panama. They now stood towards the north-cast, and, on the 
twentieth day, discovered the coast of Peru, ■where Pizairo found 
natives far more civilized than any he had yet seen in the New' World, 
fnd a profiision of gold and silver. He accordingly returned to Pa¬ 
nama, to obtain a sufiicient supply oi followers, and entreated the 
Mvemor to authorise the uadcrlaking, but he was inflexible. 
Pi^Earro was sent to Spain to endeavour to get authority from his 
iovereign, and such au impression was made on the court as caused 
ihem highly to approve the adventureis* schemes. He, however, 
presuming on this, neglected his associates and procured the supreme 
fOSUmand for himBclf. 

Having returned to America, he set sail for Peru, though^^ after 
having renewed the contedcraGy\ lus tthole force only fun^jp^ted 
to three vessels and a hundred and eighty soldiers. Alter a 
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prosperous voyage, he attacked, without the sl^htest provoeatiot^^ 
many small places on the coast of Peru, and gained a considerable 
quantity of valuable goods. He despatched some of the rich spoil to 
Panama, by which means he obtained a reinforcement of thirty men* 
Fizarro now began to advance into the Feruviaii country. Here hd 
and his people learned that this port of the world was governed by 
' the Intjcia, who were not only obeyed as monarclis, but revered 
divinities; ns, according to their traditions, they were descended 
from the sun, and vrorc therefore not allowed to intermarry and 80^ 
mingle their blood witli tliat of any other pcople. 

Thc miuch Irom San Miguel, where Fizarro had taken up his 
quarters, to Qaxninarca, the city of tlie monarch, is one of tlie 'most 
extraordinary on record. It was accomplished by Ic&s than 200 men» 
horse and fvjot, over an extensive couutiy, thickly inhabited, acroea 
livers and lakes, through vast forests, and over stupendous mown* 
tains—the great niajoiity of tlic soldiers only knowing tliat their 
commander wms leading tliem to a camp of o6,000 valiant woxriorSi 
under the eyes of the king of the land, whom recant events had 
proved to be anything but scrupulous in his modes oi wimiiug power 
ajid commanding obedience. It was therefore not surpris ng that 
when tlieyhad advanced but a short distance, murmurs and tuscon'^ 
tents begiui to prevail. Pizarro silenced them by a summary pro¬ 
ceeding. Assembling his men, he declared that a crisis had now 
armed which it lequired all their courage tQ^meet, No man shotdd 
tlimk of going forward in iho expedition who could not do so with 
lus whole homt, or who had the slightest misgiving of success* ic 
any repented of his share in it, it was not too late to turn back; Bjj|| ^ 
Miguel was but poorly garrisoned, and lie should be glad to see it'ill, 
bet^r strength. Those who chose might return, and they should hi- 
entitled to the same proportion of land and Indian vassals as 
jireaent resideuta. With the rest, whether few or many, who chose 
to take their clianco with him, he should puisue the adventure to 
the end. Only nine availed tlicmselves of the general’s permissioiu 
Four of these belonged to tlie infantry, and five to the horse. 
rest loudly declared their resolve to follow their leader. “ Lead mV* 
they shouted; “lead on, M'herever you think best; we willfoUatr 
with good will, mid you shall ace that we can do our duty/' And 
they prepared to ci'oss the pgantic steppes of the Andes. , 

Ihe ascent ot tliesc mighty mountains was accomplished with 
difficulty, but with little loss. The descent was easy and rapid, and 
they came in sight of Caxamarca, shining like a golden tdty in tho 
dark skirts of the sierra; while, sloping along the surrounding hills 
to a vast distance, a white cloud of pavdions was seen covering the 
ground, “as tluck,” it iS’ said, “as snow fiakes.** It filled Out 
adventiuers with amasement to behold the Indians occupying so high 
a position. The spectacle caused not a little confusibn, also, 
even fear in tho stoutest hearts. But it was too late to turn back ot 
betray the least sign of weakness. With os bold a countenanee as 
they could assume, they descended from the heights, and entered the 
desisted city on the nfiernoon of the loth of November, 1532. 

^iaiuTo now sent tw'o of his otficers tq ocAGrm the declaration of 
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0 intentions, and to desire an interview with the Inca Atahualpa, 
messengers having ret^uned, and giving a glowing cl 

id in the ii 


description of 


igers navmg retumea, ana giving a glowing uescrip 
wealth they had seen, Pizarxo was coniumed in the idea milch he 
lukd already pcn-hdiously formed. Knowing well the advantage of 
hirving the Inca in his power, and remembering; the example of 
Ckartes, he formed a plan as daring as it was revoltingly treacherous^ 
Early in the morning the Peruvian camp was all in motion. As 
the Inca was solicitous to appear with the greatest splendour and 
snagnificeuce in his first interview with the strangers, the preparations 
wex 9 so tedious that the day yras far advanced before he began his 
march. Even then, lest the order of the procession should be 
deranged, he inovc;d so slowly that the Spaniards became impatient, 
and appreheusiye that some suspicion of their intentions might be the 
cause of this delay. In order to remove this, Pizarro shamelessly 
despatched one of his oiheers with fresh assurances of his friendly 
disposition. At length the Inca approached, dressed m the richest 
manner, and accompanied with not less than thirty thousand men. 

As the Inca drew near the Spanish quarters, the chaplain to the 
earpedition advanced, and in a long discourse explained to him the 
leading points in the Christian religion, as held by Bomanists, 
required tlic Emperor to embrace their faitii, and to acknowledge 
hi^elf a vassal of the King of Castile, and followed these rc- 

? nirement8 with the most dreadful threats if he refused to com- 
IjR, ‘ To this strange harangue, which he, of course, only partially 
, niiderstooi^ the Inca replied with great moderation, but refused 
to auch demands. With re^giird to some of tlie things 

Conuoatidli discourse, as he had never heard of them before, 

, and did wot how undei stand their meaning, he desired to know 
" fihere tibe had learned things so extraordinary. ^ *‘In this 

IkkA/’ Sllua the chaplain, holding out to him his breviary. The 
laoa opened it eagerly, and turning over the leaves, lifted it to his 
eair, ^*This/' says he, “is silent; it tells me nothing;" andthiew 
it, with disdain, on the groimd. The enraged monk, instantly running 
towards his countryman, ci'icd out: *' To arms, Christians, to arms ! 
the word of God is insulted; avenge this profanation on those impious 
dogsl" 

Pizarro now gave tlie signal of assault; at once the martial music 
■txtick up, the cannon and muskets began to fire, the horse sallied out 
fleroi^ to the charge, and the infantry rushed on, sword in hand. 
The I^ruvians, astonished at the suddenness and strangeness of the 
attack, fied with universal consternation, without attempting either 
dSensive or defensive measures. Pizarro, at the head ot a chosen 
band, advanced directly towards the Inca ; and, notwithstanding the 
devotion of man v of liis nobles, they succeeded in dragging him to the 
ground, and takmg him prisoner to their quarters. The Spaniards, 
without the slightest loss to their number, butchered, in tho most 
revolting manner, four Uiousand of the unresisting Peruvians. 

The Inca, as may be easily supposed, was exceedingly dejected, an4 
worn discovered the ruling passion of his faithless tyrants. 
offered as a ransom wlmt astonished the Spaniards, even after ell 
Mw knew eonoeming tlfc opulence of his kingdom. The ap 
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in wliich he was confined was twentj*two feet in length and aigtaink 
in breadth, and he undertook to fill it with vessels of gold as fa{^ ils' 
he could reach, Fiaarro closed eagerly with this tempting propoes^ 
and a line was drawn upon the walls of the chamb^, to mark the 
Stipulated height to which the treasui-e was to rise. 

Atahualpa, the imprisoned Inca, being afraid that his brother, 
whom he had recently subdued, might promise to exceed this offer, and 
lender certain his own destruction, gave orders for him to be 
«rercd, which was accordingly done. In due time the enormous nuMIL 
of gold stipulated for was accumulated, and after setting asidelflhe^i^ i 
fifth as due to the crown, and a hundred thousand pesos as a donmem 
to the soldiers who had just arrived, there remained 1,528,500 peso$ 
to Fisarro and his followers ; and at that time pesos were not in&ri(^ 
in effective value to as many pounds sterling in the present century 
The Spaniardb having divided among them the treasure amassed for 
the Inca's ransom, he insisted that they should fulfil their promise; 
but to do this Pizarro peremptorily and vilely refused, as nothing was 
further from lii& thoughts. • 

Almagro, from covetous motives, urged that the Inca should be put 
to death ; and Pissarro, for other reasons, desired it also. But in order 
to give the execution some colour of justice, he resolved to try 
Atahualpa with all the formalities observed in the criminal cofirts of 
Spam. Though the charges were all unjust—some of them so ludi¬ 
crous, others so absurd, that the effrontery of Pizarro, in making them 
the foundatiuu of a serious procedure, is not less surprising than 
his injiistj(!e and cruelty, this infamous assembly, pronoum.*ed 
the Inca guilty, and condemned him to be burnt alive, Pizarro 
ordered liim to be led instantly to execution ; and, what added to the 
bitterness of his last momenta, the same monk who had just ratified his 
doom offered to console, and attempted to convert him. The most 
powerful argument the friar employed to prevail with him to embrace 
the Christian faith was a promise of mitigation in his punishment. 
The dicad of a cruel death extorted from the trembling victim a 
desire of receiving baptism. 1'he ceremony was performed ; wh^ 
Atahualpa, instead of being burnt, was strangled at the stake £ 

As so many of the blood-royal had been slain by Atahualpa, the 
people, after his death, seemed to have lost their previous reverence 
for them, and the government fell into a very lax condition. The 
report of the triumphs of Pizarro, and the wealth of Peru, rapidly spread 
through the neighbouring colonies, and that general soon tound the 
number of his troops trebled. He now maTched towards Ouzco, the 
capital, and after a few conflicts with the natives, which in^ oriably 
ended with an immense slaughter of the Indiaiui, forced his way into 
it, and took po'^scssion of all its wealth. 

Meanwhile Benolcazar, the governor left by Pizarro at St. Michael, 
had attacked Quito, after surmounting many obstacles, and entered it 
With his victorious troops. But lierc they were subjectf>d to a well- 
deserved mortification; for the natives^ knowing v^th sorrow their 
oigect, had carried off the large amount of treasure deposited thafe. 
B^udeazar was not the only leader who ^ kingdom nf 

Quito. Pedro de Alvamdo, who had tsken m prominent part 
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i% wnquest of Mexico, thinking that this rich city did not 
tuomB within the limits of the proyince assigned to Pizarro, de^ 
tenoined to attack it. He, however, through ignorance of the 
country lost a great number of his men; and, before he reached the 
plain of Quito, he met a body of Spanish troops, headed by Almagro, 
ready to oppose him. Matters, however, were amicably settled, and 
Alvarado returned to Guatemala. 

Pizarro and Almagro now received the honours from Ferdinand, 
Wl^^they so much desired, and their jurisdiction was considerably 
extdlMed. But dissensions began to spring up between these two 
lead^; and, indeed, there had never been a cordial reconcilia* 
lion since the treachery of Fizarro, in engrossing to himself all the 
honours and emoluments, which ought to have been divided with his 
associate. Pizarro now being at rest from both Spaniarch and Indians, 
set himself diligently to work to arrange the government of the 
provinces under his control. He destined the seat of it to be at Lima, 
and there, by a stately palace built for himsolf, and by houses erected 
by several of hL officers, gave, even in its infancy, some indieutiou of 
ite subsequent grandeur. 

In consequence of what had been agreed on with Pizarro, Almagro 
began his march towards Chili, his standard being followed by hve 
hundred and seventy men. From impatience to close the expedition, 
or from contmnpt of hardship and danger, Almagro, instead of ad- 
vaadng along the sca*coast, chose a shorter, but vastly more dan¬ 
gerous, route across Hie mountains, and the number of his troops w'as 
thus considerably diminished. In the fertile plains of Chili, however, 
they encountered a people far more warlike than any they had yet 
seen^ and more resembling the tribes of North America. These fought 
with such determined herceness as rendered the issue of the expe- 
dUion doubtful; but Almagro was suddenly recalled, as an unexpected 
revolution had taken place in Peru. 

The numerous bodies of Spaniards had been so distributed in eub- 
duing fresh provinces, that a very insecure guard was left at Cuzco, 
under the command of Juan Gonzales and Ferdinand Pizarro, No 
sooner was this perceived by Matico Capac, the Inca, than he formed 
a great confederacy with all the Peruvians; and an army, amounting, 
it is said, to two hundred thousand men, attacked Cuzco, while 
another formidable body invested Lima. The siege of Cuzco lasted 
for nine months, during which time the assailants imitated the 
Spaniards as closely as possible in their military movements, as they 
had obtained a great number of their arms from parties they had cut 
off in different places. The Peruvians had secured possession ot half 
the city when JUmagro arrived in its neighbourhood. 

Almagro had a more powerful reason for advancing to Cuzco than 
the relief of Pizarro's brothers, as he had just received the royal 
jMitent creatizm him governor of Chili, and defining the limits of hia 
authority. was now certain that this city lay within the prescribed 
bowds of his juzisdiotion. ^he Inca, after some negotiation, attacked 
Almagro with a numerous body of ^osen troops, but was repulaed 
with much slaughter, and a great part of the army was dispersed* 
The younger Piswros now directed all their energies againat their near 
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e&emyt Almagro; but the latter sacccedcd in gaining many adherent!^ 
of thcPizarros» and finally surprised the sentinels, and, by investing^ 
the house in which the brothers resided, forced thezh to submit 
Pisorro having dispersed the Peruvians who had invested Lima, and 
received some considerable reinforcements, sent an army of five 
hundred men, under the command of Alonzo do Alvarado, in hopes 
of relieving his brothers; but this army was met and routed by 
Almagro, and the commander and his principal officers were token 
prisoners* Had the victorious general marched to Lima before Pizyo 
had time to recover his loss, the issue of the conflict must have Weax 
at once decided; but, contrary to the advice of some of his ablest 
officers, he remained where he was, 

Pizarro, with his usual cunning, knowing that the delay of active 
measures was the best thing that could be until he had obtained addi* 
tional forces, had recourse to arts whicli he had fosmerly practised 
but too successfully—amusing Almagro with prospects of settling 
their differences amicably, but constantly shifting his ground—and 
thus passed away seven months. 13y utter disiegarT[ to truth and 
honour, he obtained the release of his two brothers, the third having 
been, killed by the Peruvians i“and they, in conjunction with Alva¬ 
rado, persuaded sixty of the men who formerly guarded them to 
accompany them in their flight. Pizarro now threw off the mask of 
reconciliation, and inarched against Almngro, at the head of about seven 
hundred men. In the plains of Cuzco a very obstinate battle waa 
fought between the two parties, and, notwithstanding the greater 
number of veterans and cavalry were on the side of Almagro, KzarrOt 
by the superior niunber of his forces, and by a skilfully-directed fire 
from a body of musketeers, obtained a decisive victory, which was 
used in the most cruel and barbarous manner. Almagro endeavoured 
to save himself by flight, but was taken prisoner, and guarded with the 
strictest vigilance. lie was kept for several months in suspense, 
although his doom was fixed, until his soldiers had left Cuzco, when 
he was impeached of treason, formally tried, and condemned to die. 
He was strangled in prison, and afterwards publicly beheaded. Ha 
left ono son, whom he named as successor to his government, pur¬ 
suant to a power whicli the emperor had granted him. 

The^ first intelligence that reached tlie court of Spain concerning 
this civil war was tlirough some of Almagro’s officers, but one of the 
Fizarros arrived soon after, and endeavoured to justify their conduct 
as much as posible. As it was a very critical position for the court 
to be in, they resolved to send out Vaca de Castro, vested with ex* 
tensive and discretionary powers, who, after viewing deliberately the 

S osture of affairs, and inquiring into the conduct of both leaders^ 
lould be authorized to establish the government in that form which 
he deemed most conducive to the interest of the parent state and the 
wdfare of the colony. If he found the Governor Pizarro still alive, 
he was to assume only the title of judge, to maintain the appearance 
d acting in concert with him, and to guard against giving any 
< cause of offence to a man who was considered to have merited so 
h^hly id his country, ^ut if Pizarro were dead, he was entrusted 
comm&sion, that ho might then produce, by which he WftP 
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fKjppointe^d hiB successor in the government of Peru. Tliis attentiaa 
top ixarrOy however^ seems to have flowed rather from dread of hia 
power than from any approbation of his measures ; for, at the very 
time that the court seemed so solicitous not to irritate him, his 
brother Ferdinand, who had been his ambassador, was seized at 
Madrid and confined to a prison, where he remained more than 


twenty years. 

While Vaca de Gastro was preparing for his voyage, events of 
gr^t moment happened in Peru. The governor rotibidering him¬ 
selfupon tlie death of Almagro, as tlie unrivalled possessor of that 


vast empire, proceeded to parcel out its territories among the con¬ 
querors ; and had this division been made with any approach to 
impartiality, the extent of country which he had to bestow was 
sufficient to have gratified his friends, and to have gained over his 
enemies. Put Pizarro conducted this transaction, not with the 


equity and candour of a judge attentive to discover and to reward 
merit, but witji the most cxoibitant selfishness, and with the illiberal 
spirit of a party leader. Ijargo districts, in parts of the country most 
populous and cultivated, were set apart as his own property, or 
granted to his brothers, adhcicnts, bnd favourites. To others, lots 
less valuble and inviting were assigned. The followers of Almagro, 
amongst whom were many of the origiudl adventurers to whose 
valour and perseverance Pizarro was indebted for his success, were 
totally excluded from anj' portioji in those lands, towards the acqui¬ 
sition of which they had contributed so largely. The partizans of 
Almagro consequently mui mured m secret, and deternunately 
meditated revenge. 

Kapid as had been the progress of the Spxiniards in South America 
since Pizarro landed m Peru, their aMdity of dominion w’as not yet 
satisfied. The officers to whom Fcudinand Pizairo gave the com¬ 
mand of different dotacliments penetrated into several new proiinces ; 
and though bome of them were exposed to great hardships in the 
cold and barren regions of the Aruh'S, and others suffered dlstres^ not 
inferior amidst the woods and mulshes of the plains, they made dis¬ 


coveries and conquests which not only extended their knowledge of 
the country, but udded consid<'rably to the territories of Spain in the 
New World, Pedro de Valdivia took up Almagro’s scheme of 
invading Chili, and, notwithstanding the fortitude of the natives in 
defending their possessions, made such progress in the conquest of 
the country that he founded the eily of St. Jago^ and thus began the 
establishment of the Spanish dominion in that province. 

But, of all the entciprises undertaken about this period, that of 
♦Oonzalo Pizarro was the most remarkable. The governor, who seems 
to have resolved that no poison in Peru should possess'any station of 
distinguiehed eminence or authority but those of hia own family, had 
deprived Benalcazar, the conqueror of (luiio, of his command in 
kingdom, and appointed his brother Gonzalo to conduct its govern* 
znent. He instructed him also to attempt the discovery and conquest 
of the country to the East of the Andes, which, accbrding to the iijfbr*- 
mation of Indians, abounded wdth cinnAnon and o&er valuabte 
spices. Gonzalo, not inferior to any of his brothers in courage, Msfl 
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no les8 Ambitious of acquiring distinction, eagerlj^ engaged in this 
difficult service. He set out from Quito at the head of three hundred 
and forty soldiers, near one-half of whom were horsemen, with four 
thousand Indians to carry their provisions. In forcing their way 
through the deffles, or over the ridges of the Andes, excess of cold and 
fatigue, to neither of which they were aceuatoincd, proved fatal to tho 
greater part of their wretched attendants. The Si^aniards, though 
more robust, and inured to a vaiiely of rtimates, suffered considerably, 
and lost some men ; but w'heii they descended into the low country 
their distress increased. During two luontlis it rained iaccssan^ly* ^ 
without any interval of fair weather long enougli to dry their clothes. 
The immense plains upon which they were now entering, either 
altogether without inhabitants or occupied by the rudest and least 
industrious tribes in the New World, yielded little subsistence. They 
could not advance a step but as they cut a road through woods, or 
made it thiough marshes. Such incessant toil, and continual scarcity 
of food, seem more thiui sufficient to have exhausted and dispirited 
any troops. Allured by frequent and false accounts oi»rich countries 
before them, ^ey persisted in struggling on until they reached the 
banks of the Coca, or Napo, one of the large rivers whose waters pour 
into the Maragnon, and eontiibute to its grandeur. There, with im¬ 
mense and pcrseveniig labour, they built a bark, which they expected 
would prove of great utility in conv eying them over rivers, in procuring 
provisions, and m exploring tho cotmtry, Tfi,is was manned with 
fifey soldiers, under the command of Francis Oielluno, the officer next 
in rank to Gonzales Pizarro ; and the stream carried them down with 
such rapidity, that they were soon far a-hcad of tlieir countrymen, 
who followed slowly, and wdtli difficulty, by land. 

At this distance liom his comniaiider, Orellana, a young man of an 
aspiiing mind, began to fancy hmiself indtpendent, and, transported 
with the predominant passion of the age, he formed the scheme of 
distinguishing himself as a discoverer by following the course of the 
Maragnon until it joined the ocean, and h\ surveying the vast regions 
through w'hich it flows. I’liis scheme of Orellana's was as bold as it 
was treacberou*!*, for he viol itcd his duty to his commander, and 
abandoned his Icllow-soldiois m a trackless do^ert, w^herc they had 
hardly any hopes of success, or even of safety, but what were fbruided 
on the service^hich they expectedrfr4)m the bark; thus attempting 
to open his path to glory over the giavos of his countrymen. Yet so 
great was his dating that he ventured tlie navigatioii of nearly six 
thousand miles, through unknown naaons, in a vessel hastily con¬ 
structed with green timber and by very unskilful hands, without 
provisions, wdtbout a cojmpas<?, and without a pilot. Committing 
himself fcarlcsbly to the guidance of the'stream, the Napo boie him 
along to the south, until he reached the great channel of the JJa- 
ra;^on. Tumiu^with it tow^ards the coast, lie held on his course in 
tliat direction. He made frequent descents on both sides of the 
river, sometimes seizing by force of arms the provisions of the fierce 
savages seated on its bunks, and sometimes procuang a supply of 
food oy a friendly intercourse wdth more gentle tribes. 

After a long series of dangers, which he encountered with amazbig 
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fortitude, lie readied the ocean, where new perils awaited him. 
These he likewise surmounted, and got safe to the Spanish settlement 
in the island of Cubagua; from thence he sailed to Spain. The 
vanity natural to travellers who visit regions unknown to the rest of 
mankind, and the art of an adventurer solicitous to magnify lus own 
merit, concurred in prompting him to mingle an extraordinary 
amount of the marvellous wim the narrative of his voyage, lie 
protended to have discovered nations so rich that the roofs of their 
temples were covered with plates of gold, and described a republic of 
women so warlike and powerful, as to have extended their dominion 
over a considerable tract of the fertile plains which he had visited. 
Extravagant as those tales weic, they gave rise to an opinion that a 
region abounding with gold, distiuguibhed by the name of £l Dorado, 
and a community of Aniaxons, were to be found in this "part of the 
New World ; and such is the propensity of mankind to believe what 
is wonderful, tliat it has been slowly and with difficulty that reason 
and observation have exploded suth fables. The voyage, howevei, 
even when strij^ped of every ronianlic cnibellishnient, deserves to be 
recorded, not only as one of those memordblo occultences of that 
adventurous age, but as the first ciciit which led to any certain 
knowledge of the extciisivc countiies that etietch eastward from the 
Andes Ito the ocean. 

No words can desciibe the consternation of Gonzales Pizarro on 
not finding the bark at the conliuenco of the Napo and Maragnon, 
wliere he had oidcred Orellana to wait for him. lie w’puld not allow 
himself to suspect tliat a mmi, wliom he had cnti'usted with such an 
important command, could be so base as to desert him at such a junc¬ 
ture ; but imputing his absence from the place of lendezvous to some 
unknown accident, he advanced above fifty leagues along the banks 
of the Marignon, expecting every moment to see the bark appear with 
a supply of provisions. At lengtlj, he came up with an officer whom 
Oreuaua had heaitlessly left to pciisli in the desert, because he had 
the courage to remonstrate against his perfidy. From him he learned 
the extent of Orellana’s crime, and Ins foUoweis perceived at once 
their own desperate situation, when deprived of theix only resource. 
The spirit of tlic stoutcst-hcartcd veteran smik within him, and all 
dmnaiidcd to be led back instantly. Gonzales Pizario, though he 
assumed an appearance of tranquillity, did not oppose their incli¬ 
nation. But he was twelve hundred miles from Quito; and in that 
long march, the Spaniai-ds encountered hardships greater than those 
the^had endured in their progress outward, without the alluring liope 
which then soothed and animated them tmder their sufferings. 
Hunger compelled them to feed on roots and berries, to oat all their 
dogs and horses, to devour the most loathsome reptiles, and even to 
gnaw the leather of their saddles and sword-belts. Four thousand 
Indians and two hundred and ten Spaniards pciished in this wjld, 
disastrous expedition, wkich continued nearly two year^; and as 
men were on board the bark with Orellana, only fourscore ^t back to 
Quito. These were naked, like savages, and so emaciated with « 

that they had more the appearance of spectres ^an of 

But, instead of being able to return to enjoy the repo|e wldc^ Ids 
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condition required, Gonzales Pizarro, on entering Quito, received 
accounts of a fatal event that threatened calamities more dreadful to"" 
him than those through M'hich he had passed. From the time that 
his brother Francisco made so partial a division of his conquests, the ad¬ 
herents of Almagro, considering themselves ns proscribed by the party 
in power, no longer entertiuued any hopc.of bettering their condition. 
Great numbers, in despair, resorted to Lima, where the house of 
young Almagro was always open to them, and tiic slender portion of 
his father's fortune, which Pizarro allowed him to enjoy, was spent 
in affording them subsifatence. The warm attachment With which 
every person who had served under the elder Almagro devoted liim- 
gelf to his inteiests, was quickly transferred to his son, who was now 
grown up to manhood, and possessed all the qualities whmh captivate 
the affections of soldiers. In this young man the Almagrians found a 
point of union whicli they wanted; and, looking up to him as their 
head, were ready to undertake anything for lus advancement. Nor 
was affection for Almagro tlieir only incitement; they were urged on 
by their own distresses. Many of them, destitute of ^bmmon neces¬ 
saries, and weary of loit^ing away life, a burden to their chief, or to 
such of their associates as had saved some remnant of their fortune 
from pUlage and coniiscation, longed impatiently for an occasion to 
exert tlicir activity and coui age, and began to deliberate how they 
might be avenged on the author of all then misery. Their frequent 
cabals did not pass unobserved; and the governor was warned to be 
on his guard against men who meditated some desperate deed, and 
had resolution to execute it. But cither from the native intrepidity 
of his mind, or from contemjjt of persofis whose poverty seemed to 
render thtnr machinations of little coBBequence, he disregarded the 
admonitions of his ftiends. ‘‘Be in no pain,” said he, carelessly, 

about niy life; it is perfectly safe as long as every mail in Peru 
knows that 1 can in a moment cut off any head which dares to har¬ 
bour a thought against it.” This security gave the Almagrians full 
leisure to digest and ripen every part of their scheme; and Juan de 
Herrada, an officer of groat abilities, who had the charge of Almagro*# 
education, took the direction of their consultations, with all the zeal 
which this connexion inspired, and with all the authority which the 
ascendant that he vras known to have over the mind of his pupil gave 
him. 

A plot was nov/ formed to assassinate Francisco Pizorro. He dis¬ 
believed in and laughed at it; but his hour had come. The catas¬ 
trophe is thus sketched by the hand of Mr. Prescott:— 

. “ As the conspirators traversed the piaza^ one of the party made a 
circuit to avoid a little pool of water that lay m their path. • What 1 * 
exclaimed Kada, * afraid of wetting feet, when you are to wad# 
up to your knees in blood!' And he ordered the man fo give up the 
enterprize, and go liome to his quarters.” The nneeclote is charac¬ 
teristic. ^ 

The governor’s palace stood on the opposite side of the square* It 
was approached by two courtyards. The entrance to the outer one 
was protected by a massive gate, capable of being made good against* 
a hundred men or more; but it was left open, and the assailantSf 
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^hurrying through to the inner court, still shouting their fearful battle* 
cty, were met by two domestics loitering in the yard. One of these 
they strxick down. The other, flyii^g in ^1 haste towards the house, 
called out, ** Help! help! the men of Chili are all coming to murder 
the governor!" 

Pirarro was at this time at dinner, or, more probably, had just 
dined. He was surrounded by a party of friends, who had dropped 
in, it seems, after Mass, to inquire after the state of his health, some 
of whom had remained to partake of his repast. Among these was 
Don Martinet de Alcantara, Pizarro's half-brother by the mother’s 
Aide, the judge Velasquez, the bishop elect of Quito, and several of 
the pnncipal cavaliers in place, to the number of fifteen or twenty. 
Some of lliem, alarmed by the uproar in the courtyard, left the saloon, 
and, running down to the first landmg on the stairway, inquired into 
the cause of the disturbance. No sooner were they informed of it by 
the cries of the servant, than they retreated with precipitation into the 
house; and, as they had no min^ to abide the storm unarmed, or, at 
best, imperfe'Ptlv armed, as most of them were, they made their way 
to a corridor tnat overlooked the gardens, into wWich they easily 
let themselVjeS down without injury. Velasquez, the judge, the better 
to have the use ot his hands in his descent, held hts rod of office in his 
3iV)uth,f thug taking care, says a caustic old chronicler, not to falsify 
Ibis ftssut^iee, that ** no harm should come to Pi/arro while the rod 
Df Was in his hands.” 

Meausirb&le the governor, learning the nature of the tumult, called 
out to iPtancisco de Ohavea, an officer high in his confidence, and who 
wag in the outer apartments opening on the staircase, to secure the 
door, while he and his brother Alcantara buckled on their armour, 
his order, coolly given, been as coolly obeyed, it would have 
Aem all, since the entrance could easily have been maintained 
ogAingi^ a much larger force till the report of the cavalier, who had fled, 
had brought support to Pizarro. But, unfortunately, Chaves, disobey- 
lng)his commander, half opened the door, and attempted to enter into 
a parley with the conspirators. The latter had now reached the head 
ox the stairs, and cut short the debate by running Chaves throuahthe 
body and tumbling his corpse down into the area below, rot a 
moment they were k(»pt at bay by the attendants of the slaughtered 
cayolier; but these, too, were quickly despatched, and liada and his 
companions, entering the apartment, hurried across it, shouting out, 
•* Whore is the marquis } Death to the tyrant f ” 

Martinez do Alcantara, who, in the adjoining room, was assisting 
his brother to buckle on his mail, no sooner saw that the entrance to 
antichamber had been gained, than he sprang to the doorway of 
fhe apartment, and, assisted by two young men, pages of Pizorrb, and 
by one or two cavaliers in attendance, endeavoured to resist the 
approach of the assailants. A desperate struggle now ensued. Blows 
were |;iven on botli sides, some of which proved fatal * and two of the 
conspirators were slain, while Alcantara and his brave compaidoiw 
were repeatedly wounded. ^ 

At length Pizarro, unable, in the hurry of the momenV^'iuJ^t 
thelsstemngs of his cuirass, threw it avtray, and, enveloping imeanh 
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m his cloak, ydiii the other seized his aiVord, and sprang to his brother** 
asbistance. It was too late, for Alcantara was already staggering 
nnder the loss of blood, and soon foU to Ihe ground, Pizurru threw 
himself on his invaders like a lion roused in hia lair, and dealt his 
blows with as much rapidity and iorce as if uge had no power to 
btiffen his limbs, What, ho! *' he cried,traitors! have you come 
to kill me in my own house?’* The conspirators drew back for a 
moment, as two of their body fell under Pizarro's sword; but they 
quickly rallied, and, from their superior numbers, fought at groat 
advantage, by relieving one another in the assault. the 

passage narrow, and the struggle lasted for some minutes, till 
both of Pizano’s pagi^s were btretchod by hia side; when Kada, itnpa* 
tient of the df^lay, called out, Why arc we bo long about it? Down 
with the lyraiitand taking one of his companions Narvaez, in his 
arms, ho ihi u'st liim aguuist the governor. Pizarro, iiistanUy grappling 
with lus (»ppoucnl, i.in him through with his sword, but at that 
moment he rotcivfnl a wound in the throat, and reeling, he sank on 
the floor, while the swords of Kada and several of the conspiratox* 
were plunged mto his body. “ Josu!” cxclairrfed the dying m m, ai^ 
tracing a ero^-s uith his finger 0 )i the bloody floor, he bent down hi* 
head to kiss it, w'hen a stroke more friendly than the rest put an end 
to his existence.’* 

Such was the end of Pizarro. llo fell in his own palace, in Khe 
moment of hjs jnoudest exaltativtn, by the banHs of his own country¬ 
men, Ills sd'( ailed friemls, -who banqueted at his cost, hastily fled 
without btrikiug one blow in lus diteiKc. The steps by which he 
obtained buccoss were bravery of the mobt unirflecting order, and 
perfidy of the blackest kind. Desolation mazked his path wherever 
he w'cnt, 

Soutiicy has written his ox>itaph, but his pen should have beCiti 
dipped in still darker hues, for his life was one unbroken course of 

crime:— 

“ Pizarro here waa hora; a srcalrr iiamo 
Tilt* li>t of glory l)o.istb not. Toil aiitl palo. 

Famine and hoetile elrmcnta, and liosts 
KmUdUlcU, tailed to rUeck Uini in hib (ourba i 
Not to bo wearied, not to be di ti rred, 

Not to be o\crcome. A mighty realm 
Ho ovtrran, and, wiili rt IciuIf'Bh aim 
Blew or eti-laved its uiiodviiding mma. 

And wealth, and powei, and faiuc, were his rewarda. 

Tbcie 14 another world beyond the grave, , 

According to their where men nre jadgod. 

O render J thy iatly bread he earf»ed 
Bydaiiy 2o/>onr—yea, honever low, 

Hi>wever wretched be thy lot asblgned, 

Thane thou, with deepoat gratitude, the Gkid 
Who mode thoGt that thou art not aaoh as he.’* 

Ab soon as Pizarro was slain, the assassins ran ont into the strsatSy 
and waving their bloody swords, proclaimed the death of the tyrant. 
Above two hundred of their associates haring joined them, they oon« 
ducted young Almagro in solemn procession through the city, and« 


• Coaqaest of Faro, voL 11., pp« IttUldA 



144 yrzAuao aku tub toiscWfifct o# a>Eatf» 

iu»cmblinff the magistrates and principal citizcnSf compelled theiU to 
eckaowle^e him as lawf\d successor to his father in his government. 
Ihe palace of Pizarro, together with the houses of several of his 
a^erentSt wore pillaged by the soldiers, who had, as they considered^ 
the satisfaction at once of being avenged on their enemies and of 
enriching themselves by ilie spoils of those through whose hands all 
the wealth of Peru had passed. 

The boldness imd sueecAS of the conspiracy, as well as the name and 
popular qualities of Almagro, drew many soldiers to his standard. 
£very adventurer of dcrtpcraic fortune, all who \v<'ru dibsatUfied with 
Pizarro, and from the rapaeiou&iicss of his govc^rnmeut in the latter 
years of his life the number of inaicunteutb was considerable, declared 
without hesitation in our of Almagro, ami lie u as soon at the head 
'of eight hundred of the most gcdKiut v( terans lu Peru. 

But the bcedb of discord, already sown, soon spiang up, and attained 
to n frightful inatuxity. The vhole tale of the eonqucsi ol I*eru, like 
that ofmany^othcr di<ico\oiies of <(»untrieb o^cr whieli ue have 
passed, suggests an iinprcsshc niond. Of all the men that accom¬ 
panied Francisco I’iZhrro on his expedition ol plundci and massacre 
to the shores of Peru, there is le.isoii to hebo\c tliat not one died 
mider the roof of a house, oi iioiii an} oi the diseases incident to man. 
It is almost certain that evny iiuhridual oi lh<Mjn left hin carcase on 
plains, in the foicHlM, under the iivejs, and on the mountains—a 
• Ibast of dogs, and biids of prey, and lishes. So tiue is it that “ wmng 
nevar eomes right,** and tlut the wnmg-doM, even in ilus hie, is 
Oficsi equitably but most soveiel} He who ^\<mld have tiue 

peace must obey the ler^iiinmejn to ** do justice, lo\o mercy, and 
walk humbly betoie tjixl/ Uhen, L-ml then only, his “pLaec sluU 
Mow as ariver, and his iightcousiuss as the uum's of tin sea." 
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Vhkcro commerce has enriched the bue»y coast; 

He catches all improvoiuents in his tli;$ht. 

Spreads tortuyn wonders in his country’s sight, 

Imports what others ha\e invented 
And stirs his arm to match thcm>or excel. 

*Ti 8 thus reciprorutiii}? each with tMth, 

AHernatcly the nations learn and teach; 

While Providence enjoins toeieiy sonl 
A union wi'h the vast terraqueous whole.’* 
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SAILINGS OVER THE GLOBE. 


CnAPl'EB I. 

Tn33 VOYAOE AKU DlbCOA'KlULS OF COMMOBOBB BTBOIf# 

It was soon after the accession of George III. to the crown of England« 
that he formed a design of sending out vessels for making discoveries 
of countiios hitherto unknown, lu the year 17(i4, tile kingdom being 
then in a state of profound peace, he proceeded to put it mto execu¬ 
tion. On the 2Ut of June Commodoio Byron sailed from the Downs* 
having tlie Dolphin and the Tamar under his command. On the lltb. 
of September he and his party made the coast of Brazil, and anchore^ 
two days afterwards, in the gieat load of Rio de Janeiro. “ The city,” 
says the commodore, ** which is large, and makes a handsome 
ance, is govtrned by the Viceroy of Brazil, who is perhaps, in £aot,'. 
as absolute a sovereign as any upon earth. When 1 visited him* 
received me in great form; above sixty officers were drawn up before 
the palace, as well as a captain’s guaid, who were men of good 
appearance, and extremely well clothed, llis excellency* with a 
number of persons of the hrst distinction belonging to the place* met 
me at tlic head of the stairs, upon vrliich fifteen guns were fired from 
the nearest fort. Wc llien entered the room of state, and, after con- 
versing about a quarter of an hour in French, I took my leave, and V 
was dismissed with tlic same form that liad been used at znv receptiofu ; 
He offered to return my visit at a house which I had hired on mtsmt , 
but this I declined, and, soon after, he returned it on board. ^ ^ 

*'On the 16th of October we weighed anchor, being impatient to > 

to sea, for the heat here was intolerable; but we lay four or five da]ri( ^ 
above the bar, waiting fox the land-breeze to cai'ry us out, for there it' 
no getting out with a sea-breeze, and the entrance between the two 
first forts is so narrow, and so great a sea breaks in upon them* that 
it was not without much difficulty and danger that we got out at ~ 
and if we had foUow'ed the advice of the Portuguese pilot* we 
certainly lost the ship.” He adds, by way of caution to other navi* 
gators:—1 should observe, that the Portuguese here, carrying on a 
great trade, make it their business to attend every time a boat comoo 
on shore, ahd practise every artifice in their power to entice awaylSto 
crew. If other methods do not succeed, they make them drunks saA 
immediately send them up the country, takmg effectual care to^p^' 
Vent their return till the ship to which they bmong has left thepT 
By this practice 1 lost five of my men* and the Tamar nine; 
never recovered; but the Tamar had the good fortune to leant w: 
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hk n^ere detainecU and by sending out a party in the nighty surprised 
them, and brought them back/' 

On being once more at Bea» the Commodore called all bands on 
deck, and informed them that he was not, as they imagined, bound 
immediately to the East Indies, but on eertain discoveries which it 
was thought might bo of great benefit to the country ; in considera¬ 
tion of which the lords commissioners of the admiralty had been 
pleased to promise them double pay, and several other advantages, 
if, during the voyage, they should behave to the satisfaction of the 
commander. They all expressed the greatest joy on the occasion, and 
assured the commodore that there was no danger or difficulty they 
would, not cheerfully undergo in the service of their country, nor 
any order that he could give them, which they would not implicitly 
and zealously obey. 

With the usual vicissitudes of navigation, they proceeded to the 
coast of Patagonia, passed up the Btrait of Magellan to Port Famine, 
fiom thence back to Falkland's Islands, and from them into the 
South Seas. Ob running from the ivestern entrance of the Strait of 
Magellan, the commodore observed a small island, which, as they 
drew near it, had a most beautiful uppcuTance. The commodore 
: ‘*lt was surrounded by a beach of tlie finest white sand, and 
Within, it was covered with tail trees, wduch extended their shade to 
a great distance, and formed the most delightful groves that can be 
tmagmed, without underwood. We judged this island to be about 
‘five miles in circumference, and from cmcU end of it we saw a small 
portion of land running into the sea, upon which the surge broke 
with great Airy ; there was also a great surf all round it. Wo soon 
porcerved that it was inhabited, for many of the natives appeared 
upon the beach, with spears in their hands, that were at least sixteen 
feet long. They presently made several large fires, which we sup¬ 
posed to be a signal, for we immediately perceived several fires upon 
larger island that was to wmdward of us, by which we knew d^at 
ako to be inhabited. I sent the boat, with an officer, to look for an 
V^fichoring place, who, to our great regret and disappointment, re- 
^ttmned with an account that he had been all round the island,' and 
.ilULt no bottom could be found within less than a cable's length of 
the shore, Wliich was suiTOunded close to the beach with a steep coral 

scurvy by this time had made dreadful havoc among us, numy 
of my best men being now confined to their hammocks; the* poor 
who were able to crawl upon deck, stood gazing at this little 
pmradise, which Nature had forbidden them to enter, with sensations 
'ivhit’h cannot easily be conceived; they saw 4jMlh^nut8 in gireat 
"^Undance, the milk of which is, perhaps, the itooSSi^werful anti* 
icorbatlc in the world. They had reason to suppoi^'mat there were 
liknes, bananas, and other fruits which are generally found between 
ihe tropics ; and, to increase their mortification, they sak the idiells 
nf many turtles scattered about the shore. When I knew the sounds 
could not forbear atauding dose round the island with the 
though I also knew it was impossible to procure an, 
which it pirodtioed. The nativea ran akwf' 
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abreast of the sbip^ shouting and danciug; they a}ao freaueiitl^ 
brandished their lung spears* and then tlirew themselv^ ba<^wa^^ 
and lay a few minutes motionless, as if they had been dead. This 
we understood as a menace that they would kill us if we ventured 
to go ashore. « 

" A.8 we were sailing along the coasti'wc took notice that in on^ 
place the natives had hxed upright in the sand two spears, to the top 
of which they had fastened several things thiit fluttered in the air, and 
that some of them were every moment Reeling down before them, aa 
we supposed, invoking the assistance of some invibible being to defend 
themselves against us. While I was thus circumnavigating the island 
with the ship, I sent the boats out again to sound, and when they 
came near the shore, the Indians set up one of the most hideous yells 
I h.ul ever heard, polming at the same time to their spefirs, and 
poising m their hands Idigc stones which they tookupfiom the beach. 
Our men, on the contiary, made all the signs of amity and good-will 
that they could devise, and ut the same time threw them bread and 
many oilier things, none of \vlueh they vouchsafetj* so much as to 
touch, but with great expedition hauled five or six largo canoea, which 
we Sriw l}jng upon the beach, up into the wood. When this wayi 
done, they waded into the w^uier, and scorned to w^alch for an oppor** 
tunity of laying hold of the bout, that they might drag her on shore. - 

“ The sailors, appiehending that this WlIs tlieir design, and that If 
they were got on sliore they would certainty be put to death, were 
very impatieilt to be beforehand with them, and would have fired 
them; but the officer on board, having no perim''Biou from me to 
commit hostilities, restrained them. 1 should, indeed, have thought 
myself Ht liberty to have obiuinod by force the rcfiesliincuts, for want- 
of which our pt ople wcie dung, if it had been possible to come to 
an anchor, supposing wccould not have made these poor savages our 
frimds ; but .nothing could .lustily the taking away their lives forf 
mere iitinginary or inttnitional injury, ■without procuring the least 
advantage to ourselves. They were of a deep copper colour, exceed* 
ingly stout, and well limbed, and remarkably nimble and aetivei for I 
never saw men run so fast in my life. As the boats reported a secon^d ’ 
time that there was no anchoring-ground about this island, I detet^ 
mined to work iip to the other, 'wMch was accordingly doiic ajl 1^^ 
rest of the day and the following night. 

" At six o'clock in the morning of the 8th we brought to on th# 
west side of it, at the distance ol about three quarters of a iP iii tiil 
the shore; Imt we had no soundings with one hundred oud fop^y •< 
fathoms of lino. In approaching these islands the cocoa-nut treep^.' 
were first discovered, as they are higher than any part of the 
I sent a boat, •with on officer from each ship, to sound the lee 'side 
these islands for an anchoring place; and as soon as they left thOiv 
ship, I saw the Indians run down to tho beach in groat number 
armed with* long spears and clubs. They kept abreast of 
as they went sounding along the shorc^ and used many thTsateiiii)i^ 
g^ures to parent their landing; I, therefore, fired a nine-potm^ 

/ mot from the ship over their heads, upon which they ran into 
Voads with great ]^ecipitatian. At ton the boats 
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out tite 'wm^er. Their hottoiUB were m sharp as a wedge, 
aadthey were very narrow ; and> tlicreiorc, two of them were jomcd 
laterally together by a couple ot strong spais, so that there was a 
space of about six or eight leet between them. A mast was hoisted 
in each of them, and the sail was spread between the masts. 

** 'rhe sail, which I preseiwed, and which is now in my possession, 
is made of matting^ and is as neat a piece ot work as ever I saw. Their 

{ saddles were very curious ; and thou cordage was as good and as well 
aid as any in England, though it appeared to be made of the outer 
covering of the cocoa nut. When these vessels sail, several nn*n sit 
Upon the spars which hold the canoes together. A similarly-con- 
atructed canoe, &om cme of the islands, is shown in the engraving. 

“ Aathe surl’, which broke very higli upon the shore, rendered it im¬ 
possible to procure refreshments lor the sick in this part of the island, I 
hauled to the wmd, and worked back to the inlet, being deteimmed 
to try once more vVhat could be done there. I recovered that station 
in the afternoon, and immediately sent the boats round the inlet 
again, but they confiimed the account that had been made before, 
that it aflorded no anchorage for a ship. While the boats w'ore absent, 
1 observed a great number of the natives upon the point near the spo^ 
where we had left them ui the monung, and they seemed to be very 
busy in loading a groat numlier ot luige canoes, wliichlay close to the 
beach. As I thought they might be aouble&ome, and was unwilling 
that they should suffer by another luiequal contest with our people, I 
fired a shot over their heads, which piocured the effect I intended, for 
they all disappeared in a moment. 

Just before the evening closed in, our boats lauded and got a few 
cocoa-nuts, which they brought off, and saw' none of the inliabitants. 
In the night, during which we liad rain and hard squalls, 1 stood off 
and on with the ships, and at seven o’clock m tlic cveniag brought to 
off the mlet. I immediately sent the boats on shore in search of re- 
fireshments, and made all the men, who were not so ill of the scurvy 
as to be laid up, go in them; 1 also went on shore myself, and cou- 
'tinued there the whole day. We saw many houses or wdgw'aniH of the 
natives, but they wei*e totally deserted, except by the dogs, who kept 
incessantly howling from tlie time w'e came on shore till we returned 
to the ship. They were low mean hovels, thatched wdth cocoa-nut 
brands; but they were most delightfully situated in a fine giove of 
atotoly trees, many of which w-cre the cocoa-nut, and many such as we 
utterly unacquainted with. The cocoa-nut trees seem to furnish 
almost all the necessaries of life; particulaiiy food, sails, 
^iordcige, timber, 9 nd vessels to hold water; so that probably those 
people ix tiieir habitations whore the trees abound, Wc ob¬ 

served the ^LCHre ^ be covered with coral, and the sheHs of very lai-ge 
pearl oysters ; so that 1 made no doubt but that as profitable u pearl 
fishery might be estublishod here as any in the w'orld. We saw' but 
-lit^ of the people, except at a distance ; wo could, howdver, perceive 
ft&at the women had a piece of cloth of some kind, probably fabricated 
lof the same stuff as their sails, hauging from tbe waist, as lowasth^ 
]ine^; the men were naked* 

Ottf people, in rummaging some of the huts, found the 
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of a rudder^ vrhich had manifestly belonged to a Dutch lQUg*boat» fw; 
was very old and worra-emten. They found also a piece oi luuiUQbii»^ 
iTou, a piece of brass, and some smm iron tools, which the ancestors 
of the present inhabitants probably obtained from some Dutch ship to 
which tlxe long-boat had belonged ; all wMch 1 brought away with me« 
Whether these people found means to cut olf the ship, or whethox she 
was lost upon the ishmd, or after she left it, cannot be known; but 
there is reason to believe that she never returned to Europe, because 
no account of her voyage, or of any discoveries that she made, is exc- 
taut. If the ship sailed Irom this place in safety, it is not, perhaps^ 
easy to account for her leaving the rudder of her long-boat behind h^; 
and if she was cut off by the natives, there must be much more con¬ 
siderable remains of her in the island, especially ol her iron-work# 
upon which all Indian nations, who have no metal, set the highest 
value; we had no opportunities, howoer, to exanunc the matter 
farther. The hammerwl-iron, brass, and iron tools, I brought away 
with me; one tool we foiuid exaetly m the lorni of a carpenter's adze, 
the blade of M'hich was a pearl oystcr-sliell: possibly 5;bis iniglit ha\e 
been made in imitation ol an adze winch had belonged to the car* 
pentcr ol the Dutch ship, for ariiong the tools that 1 brought atvay 
there was one which seemed to be the remains of hueli an iiuplenieut, 
though it was worn away alniost to notliiug. 

“ Close to tlxc houses of these people we buildings of another 
kind, which appeared to be burying-placcs, and from which w'c judged 
they had great veneration for then d^ad. They w'ere situated under 
lofty trees, that gave a thick shade ; the sides and tops were of stone; 
and in their tigures they somewhat resembled the square tombs, with 
a dat top, which are alw\.yri to be found in om* country church-yards, 
^^ear these buildings we louiid many neat boxes full of huiiiau bones, 
and, upon the branches ol the trees wiiich shaded them, hung a great 
number of the heads and bones of turtle, ani a vanety of fish, inclosed 
in a kuid of baskot-woik of reeds. Some of the fish weie taken down, 
and we found that nothing remained but the skin and the teeth; the 
bones and the entrails seemed to have been extracted, and the musculs?* 
fiesh diied away. We sent oif scveial boat-loads of cocoa-nuts, and fv 
great quantity of scurvy-grass, with which tlie island is cohered; r^-* . 
freshmentb winch wore of infinite service to us, as, by this time^ 1 
believe there was not a man among us wholly untouched by the 
scurvy. 

The Iresh water here is very good, but it is scarce; the wells which 
supply the natives are so smaU# diat when two or three cocoa-nut 
shells have been filled fr*om them# they are dry for a few minute^ t 
but, as they presently fill againi if* a little pains were token to ca< 
lai'ge them, they would abundantly simply any ship with water. We 
saw no venomous creature hero, but the files were an intolerable tor¬ 
ment ; they covered us from head to foot, and filled not only the boat 
but the skip.* We saw a ^eat uunibor of palhots and parroquets, and 
several bhds which were altogether unknown to us; we saw* 

also a beautiful kwl of dove, so tame that some of them frequently 
dose to us, and even followed us to the Indian huts. AU thiaday 
kept themsdveg closely ooneealed, and did not even make 
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tt Bmoke upon any part of the island, as for os we could see; probably 
fearing that a smoke might disclose tlie place of their retreat. In the 
gening we all returned on board the ship, 

**The next moinlug at six o’clock I made sail for the island which I 
intended to visit; and when I reached it, 1 steered along the north¬ 
east side of it, but could get no soundings. This side is about six or 
seven leagues long, and the whole has much the same appearance as the 
other, ha'i'ing a large «-alt-water lake in the middle of it* As soon as 
the ship came in sight, the natives ran down to the beach in great 
numbers. They were arnit'd m the same niimnor as those we had 
seen on the other island, and kept abreast ot the ship for scvc'rol 
leagues. As the heat of this clunatc is very great, they hceined to 
suffer much by muning'so far in the heat of the sun ; for they some¬ 
times plunged into the sea, and sonietinies fell flat upon the sand, 
that the surf might break o\ er them, alter which they renewed the 
race Muth great vigour. Uur boats u t re at tliLs time soundmg along 
the shore as u^uaJ, but I had gi^cn stiict ordeis to the officers who 
Commanded them ne\er to molest thonatUcs, except it should bec»ome 
absolutely necc.'ssnry for theii oyn deleme, but to try all possible 
means to obttiin their contidence and good-will. r 

** Oitr people, therefore, went «ib mar to the shore as they durst for 
the suif, and made signs that they u.uit'‘d water. The Indians rcadUy 
undorfft(>od them, and directed tlH*ni to nui down farther along the 
shore, which they did, till they tame abreast of such a cluster dt 
houses as we had just loft upon the other island. To this place the 
Indians htill followed them, and were there joined by many others. 
The boats immediately hauled close into the siuf, and we brought to, 
TVith the ships, at a little distance from the shore, upon which a stout 
old man, with a long white beaid, that gate him a very tenerable 
appearance, came down from the luiusos to the beach. He was 
attended by a young man, and appeared to ha\e the authority of a 
chief or king. The rest of the Indians, at a signal which he made, 
retired to auttlo distance, and he then advanced quite to the water’s 
edge. In one hand he held the green brunch ol a tree, and in the 
other he grasped his hoard, which he pressed to his bosom ; in this 
attitude he made a long oration, or rather a song, for it had a musical 
cadence which was by no means disagreeable. 

“ We greatly regretted that we could not understand what he said to 
us, and not less that he should not understand anything which we 
Bhoidd say to him. To show our good will, howo\or, we threw him 
some trifling presents, while he was yet speaking, but he would 
neither touch thorn himself, nor suffer them to be touched by others 
till he had done. Tie then walked into the water, and threw our 
people the green branch, after which he took up the things which 
had been from the boats. Everything now having a friendly 

•appeoi'ancc, our people made signs that they should ^y down their 
and most of them having complied, one of the midshiptnen, 
encouraged by this testimony of confldenee and friendship, xoin>ed 
out of the boat with his clothes on, and swam tiirough the surf to 
plxore. The Indians immediately gathered round him, and began to 
eacamine his clothes with great curiof^ity; they seem? ^ partioulairly to 
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admire hia waistcoat, and being willing to gratify his new friends, hn 
took it olF, and presented it to them. Tim courtesy, hnwever, pro* 
duced a disagreeable ciFect, for he had no sooner given away his 
waistcoat, than one of the Indians very ingeniouBly untied his cravats 
and the next moment snatched it from his neck, and ran away with 
it. Our adventurer, therefore, to prevent his being stripped piece¬ 
meal, made the best of his way back again to the boat. 

Still, however, M^e were on good terms, and several of the Indians 
swam off to our people, some of them bringbig a cocoa-nut, and others 
fresh water in a cocoa-nut shell. But the lirincipal object of our> 
boats was to obtain some pearls ; and the men, to assist them in ex¬ 
plaining their meaning, had taken with them sonic ox the pearl oystor- 
shelLs, which they found in great numbers upon the coast; but all 
their endeavours wore ineffectual, for they could not, even with this 
assistance, at all make themselves understood. It is, indeed, probable 
that we should have succeeded better if an intercourse of any kind 
could have been established between us, but it was our misfortune 
that no anchorage could be found for the ships. As all the Indians 
foud of beads, it can scarcely be supposed that the pearls, whidi 
the oysters at this place contained, were overlooked by the natives, 
and it is more than probable that, if we could have continued here for 
a few weeks, we might have obtamed some of great value in exchange 
for nails, hatchets, and billhooks, upon whichLthc natives, with more 
reason, set a much higher value. Wo observed that in the lake, or 
lagoon, tlicie were two or three very large A'cssels, one of which had 
tivo masts, mid some cordage aloft to support them." 

llavmg given some particulars of the position of other islands, tha 
commodore thus proceeds ;—After having seen the breakers soon 
after it light in the inorubig, 1 told my filhccrs that I apprehended 
wc should have frequent alui-nis in the night; at night, therefore, 
evoryhody was up on the watch, which a very hard squall of wind, 
with laiii, rendered tlic more necessary. About nine o'clock, having 
just gone down into my cabin, I heard a grc.it noise above, and when 
I inquired what was the matter, 1 was told that the Tamar, which 
was a-hcad, had fired a gun, and tliat our people saw breakers to lee- 
M'-axd. I run instantly upon deck, and soon iiciccivcd that what had 
been taken for breakers was nothing more than the midulating reflec¬ 
tion of the moon, which was going down, and shone faintly from be¬ 
hind a cloud in the horizon; wc therefore bore away after me Xamari 
but did not get eight of her till an hoar aftcru'urds. 

“ Nothing worthy of notice happened till Monday, the 24th, when 
we discovered another inland about seven or eight leagues. We 
steered for it, and found it to be low, but covered with wood, among 
whichwerecocoa-nuttrees in great abundance. It had a pleasant awpesBt-i 
wee, and a hiTge lake in the middle, like King George's island. It 
is nearly thirty miles in circumference, and a dreadful sea breaks upop, 
almost every part of the coast. No soundings, however. Were to be 
TOt near the move ; but I sent the boats out a second t^e, with or- 
ders to land, if it were possible, and procure some xofreshiaenta for 
the sick, ^ey landed witli great dimculty, and brought off about 
Jena hundred oocoa>-nuts, which, to persons m our circumstaxioes, were 
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iaeftliniable treasure. The men Who went on shore reported that 
,4here were no signs of its ever having been inhabited, but that tliey 
Ifnitid thousands of sea-fowl sitting upon their nests, which were built 
.in high trees These birds were so tfune that they suffered themselves 
to be knocked down without leaving their nests. The ground was 
covered with land ciabs, but theic was no vestige of any omer taximah 
1 called this the Duke of York’s island. 

On the 2iid of July we again saw many birds about the ship, and 
in'the afternoon discovered an island about six leagues distant. We 
' stood for it till sunset, when it Wtos distant about four leagues, and 
thezikopt oft' and on for the night. In the morning we found it alow, 
flat htlaud, of a most delightful api)earance, and f^dl of wood, among 
which the cocoa-nut tec was very conspicuous. Wc saw, however, 
to our gre'at regret, much ftnil ground about it, upon which the sea 
bpko with a dicadM surf. AVe steered along the south-west side of 
if, which wc judged to be about four leagues in length, and soon per¬ 
ceived not only«that it was inhabited, but very poinilous; for pre¬ 
sently after the ship came m sight, we saw at least a thousand of tlio 
natives assembled upon the beach, and in a very short time more than 
sixty conocs, or rather proas, put off from the shore, and made to¬ 
wards us. We lay by to receive tlicm, and they were very soon 
ranged in a circle round us. These vessels were very neatly made, 
and 80 clean that they appeared to be quite new. None of them hod 
fewer than three persons on board, nor any of them more than six. 

After these Indians had gazed at tis some time, one of them sud¬ 
denly jumped out of his proa, swam to the ship, and ran up the side 
l^e a cat. As soon as he had stepped OA^er the guitwale, he sat doum 
il|pon it and biirst into a violent nt of laughter, then started up and 
ran all over the ship, attempting to steal whatever he could lay his 
hands upon, but without success, for, being stork naked, it was nn-* 
potoible to conceal his booty for a moment. Our seamen put on him 
n jnoket and trousers, which produced great merriment, for he had oU 
gestures of a monkey newly dressed. We also gai^e him bread, 
wMch he ate with a voracious appetite; and after baling played a 
' Sl^usand antics he leaped oi^erbonrd, jacket, trousers^ and ail, and 
nwam back again to his proa. After this several others swam to tlie 
- idiip, ran up the aide of the gun-room ports, and, ha\ing crept in, 
axudehed up Udiatcver lay in their reach, and immediately leaped 
wain into the sea and swam awaA^ at a great rate ; though some of 
themi having both hands full, held up their arms quite out of the 
Winter, to prei'cnt their plunder from being spoilt. 

. These ;^eople ore tall, w^dl-proportioned, and clean-limbed. Their 
iitin is a bright copper colour, their features are extremely good, and 
ttiere is a mixture of intrepidity and cheerfulness in their coun- 
.tenaxices w'hich la very stril^g. They have long black hair, which 
tiome of them wore tied up behind in a great bunch, others in throe 
]mots ; some of friem had long beards, some only whiskers, and some 
nothing more than a small tuft at the point of the diin. They were 
a)l of them stark naked, except their ornaments, which consisted of 
Ihells, very prettily dis|K)8ed and strung toge^or^ wprn 

found their necks Avrists, and waists. AQ their otM wsttn ^ 
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Oner had iw araAHMAts in them when we saw them. Such onuoaento 
at mey wear, when they wear any, axe probably very heavy, for the^ 
ears hang down almost to their shouldera, and some of th^ W^ 
quite split through. One of these men, who appeared to be a ptsesoh 
of some consequence, had a string of hjipuin teeth about his wait^, 
which was probably a trophy of his military prowess, for he wonla' 
not paxt with them in exchange for anything I could offer him. Sknaa 
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'Weapons 1 had ever »ecn; it was a kind of spear, very broad at the 
end, and stuck full of sharks' teeth, which are as sharp as a loneet, 
at the sides, for about tlirce feet of its length. AVe showed them some 
cocoa nuts, and made signs tliat wo w^anted more; but, instead of 
giving any information that they could supply us, they endeavoured 
to take away those we had. 

* ‘ I sent out the boats to sound soon after we brought-to off the island^ 
and when they came J)ack they reported that there was ground at the 
depth of thirty tathoms, within two cables' length ol the shore ; but 
as the bottom was coral rock, and the somidings inubh too near the 
breakers for a ship to he in safety, T -was obliged again to make sail 
without procuring any refreshments for the sick. To this island my 
officcis 'gave the name of ByiorTs Island. In our course from this 
place wo saw, for several days, abuiulaiiee of fish, but we could taka 
only sharks, which were become a good dish, •even at my own table. 
Many of the people now begiui to fall down with fluxes*, which the 
surgeon imputed to the excessive heat and almost peqjetual rains. 

** Jjy the 21st, all our cocoa-nuts being expendea, our people began 
to fall down again with the scurvy. Toe effect of these nuts alone, 
in checking this disease, is astonishing. Many whose limbs had 
become as black as ink, who could not move without the assistance of 
two men, and who, besides total debility, suffered excruciating pain, 
were in a few days, by eatmg these nuts, although at sea, so lar re¬ 
covered as to do their duty, and could even go aloft as well as they 
did before the distemper seized them. For several days, about this 
time, we had only faint bi('ezes, with smooth water, so that we made 
but little way; and as wo were now not fax from tlie Ladrone Islands, 
where we hoped some refreshments might be procured, we most ar¬ 
dently wi»lxe<l for a fresh gale, eMj,M'cially os the heat was still intoler¬ 
able, the glass for a long tune having never been lower than eighty- 
one, but often up to eight-lour ; and I am of opinion that this is ttie 
hottest, the longest, and most dangerous run tliat was ever made. 

On the 29th M’e anchored ut the south-west end of Tiniau, on© of 
three island^, a few leagues distant from one another. Here we had 
sixteen fathoms watci, with a bottom of hard sand and coral 
opposite to a white sandy bay, about a mile and a quarter fktmi the 
snore, and about three-quarters of a mile from a reef of rocks that 
at a good distance from the shore. The water at this place is so ve:^ 
dear that the bottom is plainly to be seen at the depth of four-ah^ 
twenty fkthoms, which is no less than one hundred and forty-fc^ 

' As soon as the^shte was secured, I went on shore, to flx upon a 
|dine where tents migm be erected for the sick, which were now trAry 
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atkimeroiis ; jxot a single man being ivhoUy free from the scuny, and 
^manv in the last stage of it. Wc found several huts which had been 
left oj the Spaniards and Indians the year' before; for this year none 
pt them had as yet been at the place, nor was it probable that they 
Ivcmld come for some months, the sun being now almost vertical, and 
ti&e rainy reason set in. After 1 had fixed upon a spot ior the tentSf 
«ix or seven of us endeawured to push through the woods, that we 
ndght come at the beautiful lawns and meadows, and if p<^ible kill 
some cattle. The trees stood so thick, and the place was so over¬ 
grown with underwood, that we could not sec throe yards before us, 
we therefore were obliged to keep continually hallooing to each other, 
to prevent our being separately lost in this trackless wilderness. As 
tile weather was intolerably hot, we had nothing on beside our 
shoes, except our shirts and trowscio, and these were in a very 
short time tom all to rags by the bushes and braml>les; at last, 
however, with incredible dirtirulty and labour*, wc got through; 
but, to our great burjmse and disappointment, found the countrj^ 
different frdm the arcount -wc had read bf it. Tlic lands ^ere 
entirely overgro^m with a stubborn kind of reed or brush, in many 
places higher than our luadb, and nowhere lo-vvor than our middles, 
Vl^hich continually entangled oiu: legs, and cut us like >vlupcord ; our 
stockings perhaps might have sufkiod still moie, but we w'orc none. 
lEKuring this march avo w ere also coveicd with dies from head to foot, 
imd whenever we offt'red to spr'ak wc wx're sure of a mouthlul, many 
of which never failed to get downi our throats. After wc had walked 
idK)ut three or iour milrs^ w c got siglit of a bull, wliieh wc killed, and 
a little before night got back to the beach, as wet as if wc had been 
dipped ill water, and so faligu(»d tlial wc weie scarcely able to stand. 

immediately sent out a pai'ly to fetch the bull; and found that 
dming our exomsion some tent*' had been got up, and the sick 
brought on shore. 

The next day our people were employed in setting up more tents, 
getting the w'ater-casks on shore, jmd clelu'ing the ell at which they 
were to be filled. This M'^ell was Iheuorst that we had met with 
during the voyage ; for tlic water was md only brackish, but Xull of 
worms. The road also where the ships lay was n dangerous situation 
at this season, for the bottom is hard sand and large coral rocks, and 
the anchor having no hold in the sand, the cable is in peipetiial danger 
of being cut to meccs by the cornl; to prevent uhich as much as pos- 
Bilfle, 1 Toundea the cables, and buoyed them up with empty w^ater- 
caaka. Ancther precaution also was taught me by eimcrienrc, for at 
^'*1 moored, but finding the cables much damaged, 1 resolved to lie 
fbr the future, that by veering aTvay or heaving in, as we should 
atore or less wind, we might always keep them from being alack, 
ioid^ consequently from rubbiiig, and this expedient succeeded to my 
wish. At the full and change of the moon a luodigious swell turn- 
b^lis in here, so that 1 never saw ships at anclior I'oil so much as ours 
did while we lay here; and it once drove in from the westward with 
ffiUck violence, and broke so high upon the reef, that I was obliged to 
to sea for a week; for if our cable had parted in the nigh^ and 
wind had been upon the shore, whhffi sometimes happieos^to two 
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or thrcQ days togetker, fhe skip must in^tsMy have been loet tqxxa 
the Tocks. , ^ 

As I vran myself Aory ill with the scurvy# I orda^sd a tout to 
pitched for me# and took up my residence on shore; ‘whovo we also 
erected tiio tirmouxcx's forgo, und b^gon to repair the iron woikof/ 
both ships. I soon found that the inland produced liinc^s and oranges#' 
cocoa-nuts# broad-fruit# guavas, and paupas in groat abundance; but 
wo found no watcr-imdoub, scurvy-OToss# ori^rrol. 

Notwithstanding the fatigue and distress thatwc had oudored, andf 
the %ariouB climatCB we had passed through, neither of the ships hfU^^« 

J rot lost a single man since their sailing from England; but wnile WO 
ay lif'rc, two died of fet'ors, a disease with ■which many were ecdzecL 
though wo all recovoied ^ery fast from tlie scuriy, I am, indeed, ^ 
opniiou that this is one of the most unhealthy spots in Uic Avorld, 
during the sea«.on m Achich Ave Avere here. Tlic rains wore vio¬ 
lent, and almost inccs ^aiit, and the hont a\ as so groat os to threaten 
ufi with suffocation. -'Ihc thenuometer, which avos kept on board the 
Fihi|g|gcnorally stood at eighty-six, which is but nhio degrees law 
than th(' heat of the blood at tW hcdit, and if it had boon ou shore it 
would have risen much higher, I had boon upon the ooast of GuineOi, 
in the “West Indies, and upon the island oi Bt. lliomns, which ia 
und(‘i the Line, Init I had noA'cr felt any such heats aslfelthaos. 
“Bc'^ides thc^ metun'enienco Avhjch v:e siiffoied from the weather, we 
wcje incessantly toimentcd by the flics in the day, and by the 
quitoos in the night. Tlie island also swarms with centipedes an^i 
seoxpious, and a hu'ce black ant, scarcely inferior to either m the ma¬ 
lignity of its bite. Besides those, there A\ere A’Cnomous insects Avith- 
out number, altogether uiiknoAAii to us, by Avhich many of us suffered 
so severely, that Ave aattc afraid to lie down on our beds; nor were 
tho*^c on board in a much better situation than those on shore, for 
great llunlbpr'^ of these (“icatures being carried into tlie sliip Avith the 
wood, they look possession of every beitU, and left the poor seamen 
no place of rest, either beloAv f>r upon the deck, 

“As soon as avc Avere settled in our now habitations, I $C9it put par** 
ties to (liscoAcr the haunts of the cattle, some of which were fbmad, 
but at a great distance from the tents, and the beasts were SO shy that 
it Avas A cry diflicult to get a shot at thorn. Some of the parties whiedt# 
when their haunts had been discovered, Avere sent out to kill tbmu, 
were absent three days and nights helbrc they could succeed^ md 
when a bunqck had been dragged seven or eight milps thnm^ sudt 
woods and lawns as have just been described, to tho tents, it wao 
genci-ally full of fly-blows, and w'as utterly unfft for use. Nor was 
this the Avorbt, for the fatigue of tlio men in bringing doAim the eaxoase# 
and the intolornble heat they suffered from the dhuato and the la¬ 
bour, frequently brought oii fevers, Avluch laid thorn up. Poultry^ 
however, we procured upon cosier terms. There was great ploa^ 
birdh, and they were easily killed ; but the flesh of the best of tne&a 
AVOS Very ill tasted; and such Avas the heat of the climate, that ■within 
an hour after ^hey were killed it was as green as grass, and swatnm 
with maggots. Our principal resource for fresh meat was the wild 
with which tito island abounds, Theso creatures arevaryftcrcc^ 
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them ao large that a carcase fircqucntly weighed two liun- 
‘ poDsdiw^ Wo killra them without much dimculty, but a black 
iging to Tamar contrived a method to fcutirc them, fo that we 
great numbers of them aliVe, which was an unspeakable advan^ 
j for it not only insured our eating the flesh wdiilo it was sucet, 
enable us to send a good number of them on board as sea 
ttorca. 

Jin the mean time we were very desirous of procuring some beef in 
on^bio state, with less risk and labour, luid Mr. Gore, one of our 
toates, at last disooverod a pleasant spot r^on the north-west part of 
'Ij^icdand, where cattle were in meat plenty, and whence they might 
fee brought to the tents by sea. To this place, therefore, I despatched 
with a tent for their acconunodution, and sent the boats every 
jy to fetch what they should kill 5 sometimes, however, there broke 
^foeh a sea upon the rocks, that it was impo^oiblo to approach than, 
ihe Tamar's boat unhappily lost tiircc of her bdst men by uttcinpt- 
We were now, upon tixe uhole, pretty well supplied with 
Inmvisions, especially as we baked fresh meat oycry du}’' lor lh( 4 lkdf.; 

the fhtiguc of our people being less, there were fewer ill v ith the 
liaPver ; but several of them were so ill by eating of a vciy fine looking 
we caught here, that their recover}' was for a long time 
4oubtful. Against eating this fish wo had been wain d, but not at¬ 
tending sufficiently to ihia caution, we bought our knoivledge by cx- 
jpeticnce, which we might have had cheaper; for though all our 
^pSople who tasted this fish, ate (‘purmgl}, they a\ ere all soon aftcr- 
.Swards dangerously ill- Besides the Iniit that has been mentioned 
idtsady, tl^ island produces cotton and indigo in ab\mt].'jh(x, and 
mid eertainly be of gi'cat value if it were situate m the We&^t Indian, 
le surgeon of the Tamar enclosed a large spot of ground here, and 
^ouidc a very prettj' garden, but wx did not stay long enough to derive 
my adyant^c from it. 

♦‘IVhilO we lay here, I sent the Tamar to examine Ike island of 
^ypan, which is much larger than Tinian, rises higher, and, in 
Sjiy opinion, has a mu<di pleasanter appearance. We anchored to the 
ie^ard of it, at ibj& distance of a mile from the shore, and in about 
sten fathom w-at©r, with much the samo kind of ground as wx had in 
iha road of Ionian* Our people lauded upon a fine sandy beach, 
which i$ Bit or^aeven miles long, and walked up into the woods, where 
they sow many tapees which weie fit for topmasts. They saw no fowls, 
any tracks ci cattle; but of hogs and guanicoes there wiis plenty. 
|aavi4 no fresh water near the beach, but saw a large po^ 
wfeSsh tltey did not examine. They saw large heaps of pearl 
thrown up together, and other signs of people having 
not long before. Possibly the Spaniarcls may go thither 
BBMon of uic year and carry on a pearl fishery. They also 
of those square pyramidal pilhu's which are to be found at 

1^4 } ** Chx the 30th of September, luiving now boon here nine weeks, and 
fia; tdek being pretty well recovered, I ordered tlie tcutb to bo struck, 
“dtfe ^e forge and oven back to tlio ship. 1 ojtso laid in 

^iuMiaand coeoa-nwts, which 1 had expetiene^ ^ be ^ 
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powerftil a remedy for the scurvy, and the nest day 1 'weifjkeA 
anchor, hopins?, that before we hhoiUcl get the length w Hit Bwiil, < 
ibland, the 1101 Lh-cH^t iaon«oott would be sot in. 1 stood along 
shore to take in the beef-huuters; but we had very little wnul thirf.L 
day and the next, till the ovoniug, '^"hcUj.it eumo to the wostMTird and \ 
])U'W Irohh; 1 then stood to the uortliwnnl till the moruing of the ' 
when we made ^iiialaean, au island width is rtnitakably high-** 

Alter thib ihc tomtuodoro visited binno othci of the neighbourlngY 
island', iuid then wailed for Malmcn, which he reached at the end tflf 
0*t'»beA. Ife thou proceeded to Batana, \\here, liaAiug retnained^v 
Mtrwc \miv, ho pabbotl tlie Cape of Good Hope, and arrived at Deal ^ 
tliQ Till of May, in the l»>Uowin^ year. -Ind, to the honoiu* of 
this tnily human (onunandor, it should be stated, that under his ahlfet 
';iu(lanee the Dolphin and th'^ Tamar encompassed the earth; yet liir 
Ml h)n« a Ikrough various seas and situate., and utter Bmlihg 

Mxer.d tiiou-*imd Jcagiub inidti the toirid /one, thiy lost only sui’ 
iuLi||^t ot ( leh sliip, mcluding those that were dro’^gied. 


CHAPTER IL 

liu: lylAOi: AND DlbeoM.UII.s or < \nAIN wallis, 

CAriAtN* \V \x us itn ei\cd a t'oiumi'.sion dated the lt*th ol June, 1706^^ 
went on hotird-lln' same day, limstod hia jieudaut, and bcgini to* cntHf 
j-^amni. Ihc shi]) is as titled lor s^a ividi all possible expeditimK 
during wliuh the aitules oi wni and the uvt ol pniliament wore reaa 
lo'fhe slup’s eompuuy. On the Kith of August they anehoivd jh 
Plymouth Sound, .nid ou the lOth the ('apliiin receiied his sidlbig 
rnflejN, with direct jout to take the Sw'idlasv »luop, and the Prim^ ^ 
Vicderick storc-slu]», under his toimiiand. ‘ 

.V vr)yagt‘ was now marie to llio eoawl of i’afngonia, and throitgh 
the Snuits of Wage Han, a luiticular ae( cnuit being pi^ cn of the idaceft 
in w'hieh they anchored during their passage tlirbugh the Straits, ttnd 
ot the '.hoals and rocks that li*' netir thcmi, but abounding wifk 
technicalilicH, ivhich arc only of interest to navigators. On the 3rd 
oi June, 1767, Captain Wallis P'nTs: Wcsawsew^ilgminots, whieb, 
with the unCfTtamt}^ of the weather, incliued ns to ho 2 >c that land W’na 
not very far distmit, 'Plio iiovt day a turtle swam cdoso by the ship. 
On the flth wo saw many biids, which confirmed our hojic that somtJ 
phu-'o of rofrohlunent was near, and at chwen o’clock intbeforenooh of, 
the sixth, Joualhiiu Puller, a seainim, called out from tho mast " 
* Land in tho W.N. W/ At noon it was plainly seen freun 
and found to be a low island, at about tivo or six leagues 
The joy Mluch every one on board felt nt this disoovery, ccuibc ooijk 
ecived l>j' those only who have experienced the daiigcr,*8ic)fehfi^1u||^ 
fatigue of such a voyage as we had peribiraed. ^ J tfM 

When wo wei’o within almut live miles of this island*, 'wtJ MiSP 
nnoHicr, bearing N.AV, by W. Alxiut three o’clock in the 
being very ncai tho isliuiu that was font discovered, we 

Purucaux, my aocond lieutenant^ my fitfet 
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Ibcmg vorjr ill^ with the boate, miuuied and armed, to the Rhorc. Ab 
he approached it, we buw two canoes put oif, and paddle away with 
jgreat expedition toM^ordft the island which lay to the leeward. At 
in the evening the boats I'ctuniod, and brought vitli them 
fte'V'oral cocoa-nut«, and a conhidcraWc (lunntity of scurN^-grass ; but 
tiiCT brought also some fish-hooXs, which were made of oyater-hhcUs, 
and hOme of the shellR of which they were made. 'Jlicy reported tliat 
tih^ had Hcen none of the inhabitants, but had visited throe huts, or 
sather sheds, consinting only of a roof, neatly thatched witli cocoa-nut 
and palm leaves, aupported upon posts, and open all round. They 
aaw also several canoes building, but found no fresh water, noi any 
Crutt but cocoa-nuts. 'Ihcy sounded, but found no anchorage, and it 
ww with great difficulty they got on shore, as the surf ran very high. 
Having received this account, 1 stood off and on all night, and, early, 
the next morning, 1 sent the boats out again to sound, with ordora, jf 
poifsible, to find a placo where the ship niigh. come to an anchor ; but 
at deven o’clock they returned, wkh no b< ttcr success than l^ne. 

people told me that the whole i^'land »vas faurrounded h}'' 4Pbef, 
and that although on the w'catlior-side of the island then* was an 
(meiiing through it into a large basin, tl nt extended to the middle of 
lihe island, yet they found it so full oi Im^akcrs that they could not 
venture in ; neither, indeed, luul they been able t<> laud on any part 
«f the island, the surf running still higliei than it li.ul done the day 
bafore. As it would answer no puriiose to continue here, 1 lioisto<l 
Ute boats in, and stood away for the other ihltind, about four leagues 
dHitont. Tlie island which ! now quitt(‘d, having been disemered on 
^WhitHun-eve, I called it ^\Tlitsun Island. 

** 'When wo camo under the lee of the othf'r island, 1 sent Lif'utenant 
IPumeaux, with the boats manned and armed, to the shore, where 1 
liaw about fifty of the natives armed with long pik(‘s, tuid seiTral of 
theta running about with lire-brandh in their hands, I ordeicd Mr. 
Vumoaux to go to that part of the beach wheic wc saw the jieople, 
and endeavour to traflie with them for fruit and ivatcT, or whatever 
might be useful j nt the same time being particuluily careful to 
Idve them no offenco. I orcK*red him also to emplo) the boats in 
tMWnding for anchorage. About seven o'clock he returned, and told 
tyve that ho could find no gr^iund vnth. the lino till he camo within half 
1 ^ length of the shore, and tliat there it consisted of sliarj) rocks, 

bud lay very deep, 

•*As the‘boats approached the short' the Indians thronged down 
teworda the beach, and put thGlnHcl^eR upon their guard with their 
longldkoB, as if to dispute our landing. Our men then lay on their 
Ohrs, and madesi^s of friendship, sho^dug, at the same tiine, several 
j^atiings of beads, ribbands, kmves,«and other trinkets, llxc Indians 
laiU made signs to our pt^le that they should depart, but at the same 
time eyed the trinkets with a kind of wifdvfiil curiosity. Soon after, 
of them advanced a few stqis into the sea; iuid our people 
rpMAing signs that they wanted eocou-nuts and water, some of them 
wmight4ov^ a small quantity of both, and ventured to hand them 
iti^mehoat. The water was in cocoa-nut shells, and the fruit was 
of its outwgrd covering, ivhiclt is pivbably TwiPW 
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purposes. For this supply they were paid vidi I3ie trinkets that littid 
been showed them, oud bome aalUi upon which they seomjsd to set n 
much gt cater value. During this traffic one of the tndtans 
ineaiiH tc btoal a silk handl crehief, in which some of our Small nmr** 
ehaiulUe wa^ wrapped up, and carried it clear off, with its contentSi 
bo alextcrou^I^ that nohocLy ol)sen''cd him, Oux people mude signs 
that a liandkeichief had heen stolen, but they cither could not or 
Mould ]iot undcjhtauil them. The boats Continued about the beacK 
sounding for anehurage, till it nus dark; and having many timss 
endciuoured to porsiiude the natives to bring down some scurvy-gntss^ 
Mithoutsiic(*css, they rchirucd on hoaid. 

** I stood off und on with the ship all night; onc^ ao soon as the day 
broke 1 sent the boat'* again, with order*? to make a landing, but with* 
out gi> mg any otfcaco to the natives that (ould possibly 1m avoided* 
‘When our boats eatin near the shore the officer was greatly smpris^ 
to sue seven huge canoes, with tipp stout masts in each, lying just in 
tho^purt, M-ith idl the inhabitants upon the beach ready to emboilc* 
The} nude signs to our people to go higher up; they readily coin*' 
pin'd, and as soon as th(*y went ashore all the Inmans embarked, and 
SdiiJc d a%vny to tlie westward, being joined by two other canoes the 
\v(‘si-cud of the island. About noon the boats returned, laden with 
cocoa-nuts, palm-nuts, and siurvy-grass, kir. Fumcaux, who tfom* 
luiuided the expedition, told me that the Indians had left notldtig 
behmd them but fi)ur or five cauot's. He found a well of yesry gOM 
Mator, aud dcbtribcd the island as being sandy and level, fulIof^eWf 
but without underwood, and abounding with sour^'y-graas. Tbi0 
canoes, which steered about W, S. W. as lonp as they could be seen 
from the mast-head, appeared to bo about thirty feet long, four fiMt 
broad, mid tluei and a half deep. Two of thoktc being brought atooff 
side of caGli other were fastened together, at the diatanoo ot ld>o«t 
threv feet asunder, by cross beams, passing & 0 ]n the larboard glut'* « 
wale of OIK* to the btarboard gunwale of the other, in the middle 8M 
near to lach cud. The inhabitants of this iidond were of a middle 
stature, and dark complexion, with long black hakf which himg 
loobC over tlieir bhoulders. The men were well made, and the women 
himdsonic. T'hcir clothing was a kind of coarse cloth or matting* 
which wub fastened about tiseir middle, and seemed capable of being 
brought up round their shoulders. r 

** In the afternoon I scut LieuteuantFumeaux with the boats again 
ou shore. He had with him a mate and twenty men, who wem to 
make u rolling way for getting the casks do^vn to the beadi from tho 
W'ell. I gave orders that he should take possession of the isiUndp in 
the name of ICiiig ^Jeorge tlic Thurd, and give it the name of Quoon 
Chmlottc’s Island, in honour of her miyesty. The boats retumei* 
freighted with cocoa-nuts and scurvy^grass, and the offieeir tdld mg 
that he had ibund tu'^o moro wells of good water, not to from wS 
beach. 1 was at this time very iU, yet 1 went ashore with ihp oiun 
geon, and several of the people who were enfeebled by the eonrsf, to 
take a walk. 1 found tiie wells so convenient that I left the m a lw 
and twenty men on shore to fill the water, and ordered a week's pro* 
vision to be sent them from the ship, they being ^dready tonishfid 
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pvpi t nt thr TV. oK'^Tnmft'it nul, nil tlio canoes and poo^de who hadflwd* ^ 
ut t) i\ . j^pioi hjiioin CbailoUoV Ibluiid, and iw)mc more* Wi J 

iniu\\ d danblf' cdiioos, and about toUrMure pcople« 'women anill 
rbildre n. Th»' r i ions >\ ae (lia^ii up on tlie bcach| the womon and™ 
cKiUlii.n w(K‘pluf cd non thorn, and ^lio mun advanced with their 
2 )xkL •» nnd iiiebiauds, makino: a g^oat noiae, and dancing in a ntraiu^ 
manuoi. Wo obsf i ved tliat this island was aandy, and that under 
tieo'. tliorc viis no \i,i luic* the Bhore wa-> everywhere rooky^ m 
ihuo uai no unchor.igc, and as \vc Imd no prospect of obtaining mf 
iciiesUnioiit h( u, 1 sitnall it t»ix o'clock in uicevonbig fiotu th£» ^ 
islfcind, to 1 giiAc the n.iuio oi llgiuont iBland, in honour of the 

Hurl ol iignioiit, who was thou iubt lord of tlio AdnuridtY* 

At out oVl Kk, 01 ) th'» 11 ih, ucsaw nuiblaad m the^V.S.W,, and 
rIo )d ]t>i It. At lour 111 tbe jftornoon we wcie withiu a quartei of a 
inih'of tlu» shoic, uidimalni' it, soimding continually, but couM 
get no giouiul. It m saiioundctl on cmy side by rotkft, on which 
the In aks ^c 11 hi^fh It is lult of tiocs, buthan s«ot one cocoa-nut# 
and has muc h the s uu' eppcaiaiicc ii& Tginout Island, but ia much 
nanouei. Auvj ig the locks at thc' we«t end we Raw nliout aixtccm 
of till niti\(s, but no c moos. They earned long pikOb or nolt^ is, 
thiu limds, nul coined to be m e\eiv lospcet the same kind of 
|u 0 ]>]( that u( h id seen hi loits A< not^xmg W'OB to bo had hefe# axid 
it bbn 'loiy hud, 1 made sad till eight in the evening, audthOSi/* 
biouglit to To this i«-lAud, which is ahniU six miles along, and from 
< a< null toonc luil^and iqinitei hroad, Iga\o thenamcolGloupeatmr 
J d*.u(l 111 honou) ol In', lovxl hi^hiuB^ the Duke of Gloucester, 

\t lL\e o’clock in the monimg we made sai^ and soon after saw 
anotluT ishiiid, ind in a few cl lya another, lioth closely resembliug 
tliO'.e dll ad) dc'-inh 1. On the i7th of this month We came up to 
an isliiid whuh, tb > i^^h ^ui l11 | proved to be inhabited, and gave 
lu ho)Rs rh \i w * should find anchenago near it. We observed, w]|lt 
j ^ at pleas’ij o, Ih it the land w u< vei y high, and covered with ooeagMi 
nub, a Huit sign Ihet thrie was water. 

‘‘ LHic iiv \t in niiui 2 I scut Lit^iMuaut Fmmeaux to the shore. With 
till ho as manned mid unned, and all kinds of trinkets, to esiabUsh a 
iL dho with tlu* nati\os foi Mich reriORh]uout& as the plaee would 
ii i nd. I gwc Inni oidei > also to find, if ponsiblc, an anoACurigtg |dha^ 
foi the Hill)}, While wo woio getting out the boats, several eonoWi 
put ulf horn the island, but as soon as tlic people on boAixl saw thftM 
make U)wcu tbi^ hoio, they put back* At noon the boats retimedL 
and biought With thorn a pig and a cock, yriih a few ;^antaiiu mi, 
cocoa-nuts, Ml Fmneaux rLpoit^d that ho had seen at least a 
luuubod of tlu hdnblt mts, and believed there were many more TH^j^atk 
tho isliiud; bnl thit, h.i\ing henn all louud it, ho eould dad no 
cliorage, noi ai i cly a 1 nidiug ptacte for the Imt. When he readteft. 
the Hhcn c, li^ < ame to a appliug, and threw a warp to the Xiidiaw 
Upon tlic btnuh, who caught it and ludd, it He then begflMk t0^ 

convcisc with thoin by signs, and ob^cned they, had no w e gpitt 
Among them, but that some of them had white Btiol^ which 
to Im' ensigns of authority, a3 the p ’‘oplc w*he bore them kept the 
of the xbtives back. . 
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In reiuzD for tho }>ig and the cock, he gave them some beads« a 
i6oking-glass» a few combs, with several trinkets, and a hatchet. 
*rhe women, who had been kept at a distance, oh boon as they saw 
the trinkets, ran down in a crowd to the beach, with great cagemeBs, 
but were soon driven away by the men, at w^hich they expressed 
ichuch disappointment and vexation. 'While this traffic was carrying 
on, a man came secretly round a rock, and diving down, took up th^ 
boat's grappling, and at the same tame tlie people on shoic who lind 
the waq> xnade an effort to draw her into the surf, Aa soon us thib 
IVW TOTceived by the people on board, they lirod a musket o\er the 
ittan"j$ head who had taken up the giappling, upon which he instantly 
let it go, with marks of groat tonoi and astonishment; the people on 
shore also let go the ropt*. The boats, alter thib, lay some time on 
their OQTR, but the officer, finding that he could get nothing more, 
returned on board, Mr. Fmncauv told me that both the lum and 
women were clothed, and he brought a piece ol their cloth away with 
him. The inhabitants appcai'cd to him to be more nutncious'than 
th6 island could support, and for this reason, es])ecially as ho saw some 
Icuve double canoes upon the beach, ho iniaguied theio were iblauds 
iof tatter extent not far distant, where refrej^hniout^ m groattT plenty 
anight be procured, and hoped that thc}’ might be less difficult* of 
As 1 thought this a reasonable eonjocturo, I hoisted in tlie 
Imsds, and determined to run farther to the westward. To tliis place, 
is nearly circular, and about two milc<) across, I gu^c the name 
of Osnaburgh island, in honour of Prince Frederick, the l)ukc of V ork, 
who is bishop of that see. 

At two (rdock, the some day, we bore away, and in about half an 
hour discot ored very high land m the W.S.W. As the w'catlici was 
OdxSk and squally, wd Imnght to for the night, or at least till the fog 
l|hould breok away. At two in the momuig, it being very clear, wc 
m^de sail again; at day-break we saw the land at about tive league's 
dmunce, and steered oireedy for it; but at eight o'clock, when we 
were dose under it, the fog obliged us again to lie to; and when it 
deared away, we wore much surprised to hud oursdvos suirouuded 
by some hundreds of canoes. They were of different sizcb, and hod 
on board different numbers, &om one to ten, so that in all of tlunn 
together there could zuit be less than eight hundred people. When 
they cazno within dstol shot of the bhip, they lay by, gasdug at uh 
wkn great astonishmeut, and by tunu conferring with each ou^r. In 
the meantime we showed them trinkets of \aziouB kinds, and invited 
them 6n board. iAoon after, they diew togethci*, and held a kind of 
OOtmeU to determine what should bo done. Ihen they nil paddled 
round the iffiip, making signs of friendaMp, and one of mem, Wding 
0 bvaaeih of the plantain tree, mode u speech that lasted near a quarter 
m alri hour, and then threw it into tlie sea. 

after, as we continued to make signs of invitation, a ffUe, 
viouti litdy young man ventured on board. lie came up by the 
neffVexi <d^idns, aud jumped out of the shroudb ui>on the top of the 
>iWUing. Wc made signs for him to come down upon tho quarter*- 
and handed up some trinkets to him. He* looked pleased, but 
L liviipaiid accept of nothing till some of the Indians came silimgsidA Sll4 ^ 
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after mnch talk, threw a few branches of plantain tree op. board the 
bhip. lie thep accepted oui- preueutB, and severid others very soon 
came on board at dificrent parte of the ship, not kpowinR the proper ^ 
onbrance. As one of these Indians was Btonding near the gan^ay, 
on the larboard side of the quarter-deck'^one of our goats butted hii^ 
upon the haunches. Being hurprisid at the blow, he tamed hj^tUy 
about, and saw the goat raiH( il upon his hind legs ready tOTcpeat tno 
blow- The ap]>caranee of this animal, so different from any he had 
t^cr seen, btrui-k him -with such terror, that he instantly leaped over- 
boai'd ; and all the icst, upon seeing what had happened, followed!^ 
cxaini)lc unh the utmost piocipitation. They rccoveicdi however, in 
a shoit tune from Ihcii fright, and rctumod on board. 

After liaMug iccondl-'d them to our goats and sheep, 1 showed 
them oui' hogs and poultry, and they immediately made signs that 
tliey had such animals as these. I thou distributed trinkets and nails 
among them, and made digits that tht y sHonld go on bhorc, and bring 
us 5(utie of tiieir h 7gs, 1oa\1*», and frui^ but they did jaot eecm to mi- 
derstiiud my meaning. Thcyweie, in the mean lime, W'atching an 
opportunity to btcal boine of tlio things that happened to lie in their 
way, but we geneially detcc ted them lu the attcmxit. At last, liow- 
ovei, one of the niidslupnueu happened to conic where they wore 
standing, with a new laced hat upon Mb head, and began to talk to 
on*^ of them by signs. While he was thus engaged, another of them 
euTue behind liim, and suddaUy snatdung oft the hat, leaped over the 
taffarcl into the sea, und swam away with it, 

“ As we had no unchoiag^ Inic, we stood Mong tile shoie, sending 
the boats at the b«iiue time to sound at a less distance. As none of these 
canoes had nails, they could not kcci^ up with us, and, therefore, soon 
paddled back towards the bhorc. The <‘ountry ba^ the most delight- 
lul and romantic npx>^aiance that can be imagined. Towards the sea 
if is level, and is ^.o^eicd with Iruit trees of vmiouhkinds,puaticularly 
tlie (oioa-nut. Amo]ig these tire the houses of the inhabitants, coa- 
si:.ting only uf aloof, and, at a distance, baaing greatly the uppear- 
anec of a long bam, "I'lie country williin, ut about the distance of 
tluce miles, rises into lotty hiUa, that are crowned with wood, and tert* 
minato in peaks, from w'hnh large rivers arc precipitated into the 
We saw no shoals, but found the island skirted by a reef of rocktt» 
through which there are sea oral openings into deepwater. Aboirt 
three o'clmk in ’tlie afternoon, w'e brought to abreast of a largo bay* 
where there wob an aiipcaranee of anchorage. ITie boats were imme¬ 
diately bcnt to sound it, and whfto they w’orc tliub employed, I oh* 
fierved a great number oi < onocs gather round them. 1 suspected that 

Indians had a design to attack them, and as I was very ds-^ 
sirous to prevent mischief, 1 made the signed fur the boats to come on 
board, and at the same time, to mtiinidalc the Indians, 1 ftrod a nine 
pounder over;tliuir heads. 

** As soon as the cutter begau to stand towards the ship, the IndioM 
in their canoes, though they had been staitlod by the thunder of (fix ' 
nine pounder, endeavoured to cut her off, 'Ihe boat, however, dMhag 
Idstor than the cano( s could paddle, soon got clear of those that were 
idaout her; but some othors, that were full of men* waylaid her in^hw 
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tiStmet aaid threw sovcral t»toaes into her, which \rotU\(led sosiC of (he 
Deorale* Upoa Uus, the officer on hoaid iired a muakcl, hwded wiUl 
LpUok bhot» at the lima who threw the {ix^t stonci and wounded lum la 
*the Bhoulder. 'llie Tc^t Ot the people iu tlio eanoet booii as thty 
piiTCciirod their compenion ivounded, leaped into the hcu, and the 
Oth^ canoes paddled aw'ayin {i(teat tciioi and contusion. Asfcocn 
atttlfe boats reaches] the ship^ they weie hoisted on bonrcL, and just as 
was about to stand on^ we obseri'cdalaige canoe, undei sail, luahing 
^ after us. As I thought she might have some chief onboard, oi might 
hate been despatched to bting mo a nicsbnge iiom some chief, I uc- 
tCYmmod to wait ioi her. Bhe nailed v ciy last, nud w as soon ahnigslde of 
the ship, but we did not obHei\c, among Uiosc on boaid, any one thi t 
turned to have au autlioiUy over the rest. One ot them, however, 
stood up, and having made a speech which oontmued abemt ti\”e 
minutes, thicw on boaul a bianch of the jdantain tree. W e undci* 
stood this to bo atedeeu ol peace, and w*e retuiiiod it by hnrding ovci 
Kme of the branches ol plantain t^t lud bccnlolt on board by oui first 
Yisitors. AVilli this, and some toys that \»cic altoiwaids pitsonttd to 
him, he apx>carcd to be much giatihed, and alter a slioit time, went 

hway. 

** llie officers who liad been sent out with the boats iiifoimed mo 
that they had sounded close to the reel, and foiuid uh gieat a dc]ith of 
water as at the oUur islands. However, as 1 was now on tin weather 
side of the island, 1 had reason to evpeet ancboingc in running t«> 
Iwwurd; I therefore took tliis course, but finding breakejs that lan 
uff to a ^at distance Iroiu the aouth end ot tin island, 1 hanlcd to 
wind, and continued turning to wnndw aid all lught, m mdii to 
nin down on the cast side ot tlu islands. 

“At five o* clock in the monimg MO made sail, the land bearing X,\V. 
by Wm distant ton leagues; and tliore sinmicd to be land h\o leagues 
beyoml it to N.K.; a remorkaldo peak, like a sugai loaf, mo also lo- 
murkedi which ofibrded a most aclightfulpiuspcf t, and win lull of 
houses and inhabitants. We saw se^Lial latge canoob near the <^hon\ 
WuUer sail, but they did not steer towards the ship. At noon we \v ere 
' two or thiee milos.ol the island. ^Ve ountinued our coui^e 

idong the 8hc.ro, smoetimeB at the distance of half a mde, anti some¬ 
times at the distance of four or ii\e miles, but hitherto they got no 
soundings. At six o'clock in the evening wo wcie abreast of u fine 
stvnr, nM the coast having a better appearance here tfinu viy other 
> th^it we had seen, I determined to stand off and on all night, and 
' f6r anchorage m the morning. Ah soon as it mbs daik, mo biw a 
number of lights ail along tlie shoie. At da^larcak, -wo sent out 
boats to sound, <md soon after they mado the signal for tu-enty 
, jbtimms. This pioduc<Hl an universal loy, which it is not cany to 
doaeribey and we liumcdiatcly ran in, and same to anchor in seventoen 
fathoms. With a cl(*ar sandy bottom. We lay about g milo (h*^tant 
the shore, opposite to a fine run of water. 

^ Am 80 c»n os M e hud secured the ship 1 sent the Imats to fround alicmg 
lM edast, and look at the place whore wc saw the uaterr At this 
a ocoisidcrable number of ounooa eaino off to the sliip, and bi*ought 
^ them hogs, fowls, and fhiil, ia grout plenty, wliich wc ^ntreha^ 
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for trinkets nnd nails. But vrhm tho kouts made towards tka akor^' 
the caiioofa, most of whiuh M'exe double, t^xd very l(ixg^\ sailed afto^ - 
them. At lirst they kept at a distancOi bx^t us the boatfi approa<^ijy 
the shore they grew boldei, aucl at last three of tlie InTgest-ran at thd^ 
cutter, staviHl ui her quarter, and carried aw'uy her out*rig^er, the 
Indians preparing, at the same tiiae, to board Ui r, with thefr dulto 
and paddles ni thcii' liands. Our ijcopic being thus pressed, ww, 
obliged to lire, by which one of Uie assailants was killed and another, * 
in util wounded. iTpou receiving tho shot theyboUi fell overboard^ 
and all the pt'ople Who were in the same t-anoe instantly leaped inta*‘ 
the sea after them. Thcotlurtwo canoes dropised astern, and our 
boats went (m witlioiit any further uitcirupliou. As soon ^s the Ixw 
dians, who ax ere in the xvater, saw that tho boats stood on without ^ 
fittomptiJig to do them any further hurt, they recovered their cauoe* 
and hauled in thcii Avoiuiued companions. They set them both upo^ 
their feet to soc if they could stand, and linding they could not, thegp 
tried whether they could sit upright; one of them could, and him 
they 8upi)*jrted in that posture, but piu'cciviug that th<?other was quite 
dead, tin v laid the body along at the bottom of the canoe. After this 
sonic of the c*anocs went ashore, and otliers returned again to thes}tip, 
to tiaiiic, which is n proot that uni conduct had conAuiccd them that 
while they bchaA\'4 peaceably tliey had hothuig to fear, and that they ' 
Avore coiificiouw tliey had biought the mhcUiel which had just hap■^ 
pened upon tliemsti\cs. • ^ 

** The bo,>ts continued sounding till noon, when they rcluruod wit)^ 
an account that the gromidwais Aery clear ; that it was nt the dep^ 
of lixe fidhoms witlim a quarter of a mile of the shore ; but 
Avas a A cry gi'cat surf where w'o had seen the water, llie officers tpld 
me that tlio inhabilaiiis swarmed upon the beach, and that many of 
tliem 6W am off to the boat witli fiult, and bamboos iillcd with 
In the uficrnoou 1 sent the boats again to the shore, with 
bareeas, or small casks which arc fiUed «U the heads, and have b/ 
haiidle by which they are cairicd, to endeavour to procure some water, 
of which we began to be in great want. In the mean time many 
the (aiiocs eontliiucd about the ship, b*ut the Indians hud boon guilty 
of BO many thefts that 1 would not suiFcr any more of them to comcou 
board. 

“ At fiA 0 in the c\ening the boats rctiiincd with only tAvo bareead of, 
water, Avhich the luithxs had filled for them, and, as a compensation^' 
for their trouble, they thought lit to .detain all the rest. ‘ Our 
Avho did not leave thCii boat, tried every expedient tlicy ooulu thi^ 
of to induce the Indiana to letum their Avater-A'esscls, but Axithaixt ' 

_ _ . . . » ^.1 . . . 1. • ^ . J.. - f 


There Averemany thousands of the inhabitants, of both sexes, 
grt'Ul numbei pi children, on the beach Avhen our boats came away^T^ 
Tlie next monimg I sent the boats ashore again for water, 
nails, hatchets, and such other things as 1 thought most likely to^onr 
thaiVieudship of the inhabitants. £i the meantime a great 

pame off to the ship, with bread-&uit» plantains, a fruit 
^ apple, only better, fowlB, and hogs, which wepuixhusod'ad^^ 


« ¥ 
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tieadSy nsilBf knivcSy and other articles of the like kind, so that wo 
jHTOCured pork enough to serve the ship's company two days at a 
l^cmnd a jnan. 

“When the boats returned, they brought us only a few calibashes of 
water* for the number of people on the beach w^as bo great that they 
would not venture to land. Fruit and provisions of yaiious kiiida 
were brought down and ranged upon the beach, of which our people 
Were also invited to partake, as au additionul inducement for them to 
. leave the boat; they continued, however, inexorable, and showing 
the Indians the barecas on board, made feigns that they should bring 
'down those which had been detained the day before. To this the 
Indians were inexonible in thcii' turn, and our people, therefore, 
Weighed their grapplings, and sounded all round the place, to see W'he- 
ther the ship should come in near enough to cover the w'aterers, in 
which case they might venture on shoie, in defiance of the whole 
island. They reported that the ship might ride m four fathoms of 
Water, w’ith siupdy ground, at two cables’ length Irom the shore, and 
in five fathoms water at three cables'length. The wind here blew 
right along the shore, raismg a groat surf on the side of the vessel 
and on the beach. 

“At daybreak the next morning we weighed, with a design to anchor 
off the watering-place. As we were standing off to get faithcr to 
windward, M'C discovered a bay about six or eight miles to leeward, 
over the land, from the mast-head, and immediately bore away for it, 
sending the boats a-head to sound. At nine o’clock, the boats mak¬ 
ing the signal for twelve fathoms, wc hauled round a reef, and stood 
in, with a design to come to an anchor; but when we came near the 
boats, one’of which was on each bow, the ship struck. Her head 
continued immoveable, but her stern was free, and, upon casting the 
lead, we found the depth of water upon the reef or shoals to be from 
seventeen fathoms to two and a lialf. We Clewed all up as fast os 
poBSible, and cleared thoship of what lumber there happened to be 
Upon the deck, at the same time getting out the longboat, with the 
9 troam and kedge anchors, tha stream cable and hawser, in order to 
carry them without the reef, that when they had taken ground the 
ship might be drawn off towards them by applying a great force to the 
capstan, but, unhappily, without the reef we had no bottom. Our 
bondition was now very alarming ; the ship continued beating against 
the rock with great force, and wc were surrounded by many hundred 
canoes, full of men; they did not, however,, att^pt to come on board 
Us, but seemed to w^ait in expectation of our shipwreck. In the 
anidety and terror of such a situation we continued nearly on hour, 
without beifig able to do anything for our deliverance, except staving 
SOtUb water-casks in the foreholci, when a breeze happily springing 
Up from the shore, the shiji's head swung off. Wo immediately 
pvowsed her with all the sail wc could make, upon which she began to 
move, and was vei'v soon once more in deep water. 

“ now stood off, and the hcwits being scut to leeward, found that 
Jfllio reef ran down to the westward about a mile and a half, and that 
^yoad it lliere was a very good harbour. The inkster, after having 
a bout at the end of the leef, and furnished the longboat witu 
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anchor and hawsers, and a guard to dcfend'-hcr from an attack of th^' 
ludiansi, come on boai'd, and piloted tho ship round the*?eef into ti^ ^ 
harbour, where, about twelve o’clock, she came to an anchor in 
teen fathoms water, with a fine bottom of black sand, ^ 

“ The place where the ship struck appeared, upon farther examina-t 
lion, to be a reef of sharp coral rock, with very unequal soundings^ 
frotn six fatliom to two ; and it happened, unfortunately, to lie m- 
tween the two boats that were placed as a direction to the ship, the . 
weathermost boat having twelve fathoms and the Icewardmost nine* 
The wind freshened almost as soon as we got off, and though it soon 
became calm again, the surf ran so high, and broke with such violence 
upon the rock, that if the ship had continued fast half an hour longer, 
she must inevitably have been beaten to pieces. “Cpoii examiningher 
bottom, wc could not discover that siic had received any damage, ex¬ 
cept that a small piece was beaten off the bottom of her luddcr. She 
did not appear to admit any water, but tho trussel-trees, at the head 
of all the masts, weic broken short, which we supposed to have hap-* 
penerl udiile she was beating against the rock. Our coats lost their 
grapplitigs upon the reef, but as we had reason to hope that the ship 
was sound, they gave us very little concern. As soon as the ship 
was sccuvcd, I sent the master, with all the boats manned and aimed, 
to sound the upper part of the bay, that if he found good anchorage, 
MT might uarp the ship up w'ithin thereof, apd anchor her in safety* 
The weather was now very pleasant, a gicat number of canoes wore ’ 
upon the lecf, and the shoic was crowded with iicojile, 

“ About four m the afternoon the master returned, and reported that' 
there was t‘VCT} where good aucliorage; I theiefore determined to 
w jip the ship up the bay early in tho morning, and, in tlic meantime, 

I put the pcojiicj at four w'atc'hes, one w'atch to be always imdcr arms; 
loaded and primed all the guns, fixed musquetoons in all the boats, 
and ordered all the people who were not upon the watch to repair to 
the qiuuter assigned them at a moment’s warning, there being a gi'eat 
number of canoes, some of them very large, and lull of men, hovering 
upon the shore, and many smaller venturing to the ship w ith ho^s, 
fowls, and fruit, which wc purchased of them, much to the satis- 
faction of both parties ; and at sunset all the (auocs rowed in to tho 
shore. 

“ At six o’clock tlie next nioiinng W(' began to warp the ship up the 
harboiu:, and, soon after, a great number of canoes cuine under the 
stem. As I percc'ived that they had hogs, fowls, and fruit on board, 

1 01 derod the gunner, and tw'o midshipmen, to piu’chase them fbr 
knives, nails, beads, and other trinlccts, at the same time prohibitu^ 
the trade to all otlicr persons on board. By eight o'clock the number 
of canoes w'tis greatly incTcascd, and those that came up last were 
double, of a veiy large size, with tw'elve or fifteen stout men in 1 

observed, with some concern, that they appeared to be furnished roflieir 
for war than trade, ha\ing very little on board except round pclddie , 
atones. I therefore sent for Mr. Fumcaux, my first neutenapt bdng^ 
still verj' ill, and ordered him to keep the fourdi watch constantly M 
their arms, while the rest of Uic people w'ero w^arpin^ the shijg, 

more smuU canoes were continually coming . 
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^htirci andllie lar^.* cj'jao(s, Mere iieij',hfed with Btoncp, drew 

as^thcr very close round the sliiji, some of the men on hoard sindng 
It a hoarse voice, some hlowhif^ concha, uad some playing on a fiute« 
Riifter some time, a mm m ho hut upon a caimpy that wa5 fixed on one of 
the lar^ double canoes, mad© siguh that hv m Uhed to come to the ship’s 
ai^, 1 immediatol} intimated my consent; and when ho cimic along 
MdOi hb gu^ e one cd* ilic men a bTinch of i ed and vdlow fenthc rs, making 
signs that he should carry it to inc. I received it uilh exproshions of 
tmiyf jsnd imnicdi.ifcly got some triiikcds to picsent to him in return, 
hut, to my great surjmse, he had put off to a little distance Irojn the 
and upon hii throwing up the bnincli ol n cocoa-nut tree, there 
was an tnmcrsal shout trom all the canoes, which at once 'luo^ert 
inwards the ship, and a show cr of stoncb was poured into her on c^ cry 

side* 




As an ailntk was now begun, m which oui* arms only < f»uld k'iuIlt 
UKS upciioa to the multitude that astiuL'd um, espi*rinUy a** great juut 
of the ship’s cv^^npony was in a sick and fable condilum, 1 ordered 
the guard to fire; two of the quartci-dcck guns, wlu<h 1 had loaded 
with small shot,w ere also fired nearly nt the suinc tinu', and thclmbnns 
appc{crc4 to be thrown into some conlu’-iou. In a tow niiuatcs, howr- 
ever, they renewxd the attack, and all our people that were able to 
eemc upon deck, having by tliis time got to their quailers, I ordcrcil 
them to tire the great gun*i, and to play s«mie’«f llicni couhicntlv at n 
place on shore, where .a great nundiex of can(»cs w<rc atill taking in 
tnrn, and pushing off towaids the ship'with iho utmost expedition. 
IJMien the great guns began to fire, tlnw were not less tliaii tlircc 
huii(h*cd cauoes about the ship, having on board at ka'^t two thousand 
inPtl;’nuu\y thousands wcie also U]>ou the shoie, and inoie canoes 
coming from every quarter. The filing, however, soon drove awny 
the CHUOCS that wrere itbout the &hip, ,Mid put a bt'i]> to tlic coming olF 

of oihcis* 


As soon as I Kawsoine of them riqreating, iuxd llie ri,sl quiet, I or¬ 
dered the tiring to cejists hoping that they wrere bufticif'ntly coniinetd 
of our fuperionty not to renew the content. In this, howosir, I was>, 
unhappily^ mistiAcn; u gic.it number of th( cauoes tfiat had bf en dis- 


wteru, and began again to throw stones, w itli gioat foicc and dexterity, 
by Oie help of slings, Iroin a considerable dktanco, Eich of tho'^o 
fUmce xverghed alxmt two pounds, and many of them wounded tho 
people on lioard, who w'ould have suffered much more, if an. awning 
bad notbetm spread ovei the xvholo dock to keep out the Min, and the 
hammocks placed in the nettings. At the same lime soTcral ceiioes, 
WH mioiucd, wciT makmg tow’urds the slay bows, ha'sing prohaWy 
notice that no shot luul been tired from this part.* I, therefore, 
ortencd some gmis forward, to ho well ynmited, and firisl at these 
<f«noe«; at the ►auie time imining out two guns abaft, and pointing 
them well at the canoes that witc making tho attack. Among the 
CAhocs that were (‘omiup toward the bow there was one which 
tAirpeared to have some chief on board, as it was by sig'fials made from 
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her that tho others had boen culled together. ^ It hapi>o»ed that a shoti 
lirpd from one of ti'e guns forward^ lat this eaaioe so as to cut it 
a'-tiuder. As soon us sva^ observed by the rest, they dispersed 
-wich Hut^h haste that, in lialf-an-*houT, thcrcLwas not a single canoe to 
ba ftccu; the people, ul^'O, why had crowded the shoro, iinmcdiately 
ilod over the ntlls mtli the utmost pnscipiitation. 

ILiving now no reasm to fear any fariherintorrupiion, wo warped 
the ship up the harbour $ and by noon we were not mure than half a 
lulh' from the upper p irt of the bay, within less than two oabW 
length of a fine river, and about two and a half of the reef. 'We had 
here nine fathoms of ■water, and cldio to the shore there tvere ilve. Wo 
niuoKul the ship^, and carried out the stream anchor, with the ttre 
siiroud hiiwscis ior n spring, to keep the Bhip*s broncUide abreast of 
the rivci ; tve also gut up and mounted the eight guns that had b&ea 
put in iiif' hold. As soon ns this teas done' tlie boats were employed 
in hotiiubng all oruund the bay, and in examining the shoro svht*rb 
any of the luhabitantfe appeared, in order to discover whether it was 
prob iblc that they would give us any further disturbitncc. All the 
uhernoon and part of tho next morning was s()cnt in this service; and 
about noon the master rcturiied with a tolerable sunoy of the place, 
and reported that there were no <^anoes in sight; that there was good 
Utiding on every part of the beach ; that there svas nothing in the 
b.'ty from whicli duigcr could be apprehended, except the reef, and 
some ro(‘ks at the uj^por end, which appeared (tbovo watery and that 
the rivi 1 , though it emptied itself on the other side of the point, wfta 
fn*!iU w liter. 

** Soon oiler the msstcr had brought me this account 1 sent Mr, 
Furnoaux again, with all the boats manned and armed, tho marines 
being uldy put on bo ird, with orders to land opposite to our station, 
and to secure himself, undiT cover of tho boats and the ship, in tho 
ileuTust ground he (uuld iiiul. About two o'clock tho boats landed 
wil lout any opposition ; and ^Ir. Fuincaux stuck up a btad*, upon 
■which he lu)istecl a pendant, turned a turf, and took posscMion of the 
ifLnd ill his majesty 'h name, iu honour of tvhom he sailed it King 
Oeorgj the Third’s Island.^ lie theu went to the river* and tasted 
the water, which he found excellent, and, mixing some of it withTum« 
every imiu drank his majeaty’s health. While he was at tho river, 
wui(h uuR about twelve yards wide, and Ibrdablo, ho saw two old 
men on the opposite side \>f it, who perceiving that they were dis* 
covered, put themselves lu a supplicatory posture, and seemed tO be 
in great tenor and conliuion, Mr, Fuinoaux made signs that they 
should come over the river, and one of them complied. When ha 
lauded, he cainc foiward, creeping upon Ills hands and knees; but 
Mr. Furncaux raised him up, and, while he stood trembling, showod 
huu some of the stones that wore thrown at the ship, and endoavoured 
to ninkc him understand that if the natives attempted no mischief 
against us, we should do tiodiarm to them, lie ordort\d two of th« 
water-ccipks to be tilled, to show the Indians that ’wc wanted ivatsr, 
and produced some hatclietb and other things, to intimtte that ha 
wished to Unde J'or piONinionb. 

* 'PUUisUnd U miiLli b^ilQi kn )wu by tbc* luinie g,vvo 1 b> it^ i lUiCttAtjU'— 
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Itcorered his spints ; and Mr. Furncaux, to confirm his professions 
fOf friendship^ gave him a hatchet, some nails, beads, tnid other ; 
after which he re^embaxhed on board the boats, and left the pendant 
frying, Hoon os the bouts> 'were put oif, the old man went up to tlie 
•piwdmt, and danced round it a considerable time. Ho then retired, 
but soon after returned witli some green boughs, which he threw’’ 
^down, and retired a sccoiid time. It was not long, however, before 
he appeared again, witli about a do:scu of the inhabitants, and 
putting themselves m a nupplicating iiosture, they all approached 
pendant in a slow' pace; but the whid happening to move 
it when they w'eie got close to it, they suddenly retfeated with 
the greatest precipitation. ‘ After standiilg some time at a distance, 
and gazing at it, they went nw^ay, but in a short time eamc back, 
with two large hogs alive, which they laid down at the foot of 
the staff, and nl length/taking courage, they began to dmicc. AVhen 
Jihey had performed this eercniony, they biought the hogs down to tlic 
water side, larmchod a canoe, and put them on bomd. The old man, 
who had a large white beard, then embarked with them alone, and 
brought them to the ship, AVheii he came alongside, he made a set 
jf^ecch, and afterwards handed iti 8e\cral green phuitain iea\es, one 
by one, uttering a sentence in ,a ftolenin slow tone with each of them 
as he delivered it; after this he sent on board the two hogs, and then, 
turning round, pointed to the land, 1 ordered some piesents to be 
him, but he would accept of nothiryi:: and soon after put off his 
•jOffrioOi went on shove, 

, *• At night, soon after* it W'as dark, w e heard the noise of many driuufi, 
with con^B, and other wind iustrumontfi, and saw a multitude of 
lights all along the coast. At 8i\ in tlic morning, seeing none of the 
natives on shore, I observed that the pendant w'us taken aw ay,'which 
probably they had learnt to desxJibc, as the frogs in the fable aid Kipg 
Log. I ordcicd the lieutenant to take a guard on shore, and, if all was 
'^*ell, to send oft‘, that we might begin w'atci*mg. In a bhort time I had 
the satisfaction to find that he had sent off iov w'atci-oasks, iuid by 
eight o’clock we had tour tons of water on board. AVhilc our people 
were employed in filling the casks, several of the natives appeared on 
the opposite side of the livcr, with the old man whom the officer had seen 
the duy before ; and soon after he came over, and bi ought with liim a 
little fruit, and a few fowls, which were also sent ofi to the bhip. At 
this tuue, having been very ill for nearly a fortnight, I w'as so weak 
that I could scarcely crawl about; however, I empfoyed my glasses to 
8fic what w'a^ doing on shore. At m^nily half an Tiour after eight 
o’clock 1 perceived a multitude of the natives coming over a hill at 
about the distance of a mile, and at the boiue time ti gieat number of 
ciipoGS making louiid the western poifit, and keeping dose along the 
shore. 1 then looked at tiie watering-place, and saw at the back of it, 
whew it was door, a very numerous party of the nutives creeping 
alon|[ behmd the bushes; 1 saw, also, many Uiousands in the woods, 

. pushing along towards tho ’watering-placc, and canoes coming very 
’ {fast round the qther point of the bay to tho eastwrord. 
i Being alarmed at these appearances^ Z despatched a boat to ac^iuont 
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thb officer on shore with what I had seen, and order him immedietelgr 
to (*oine on board with his men, and leave the casks behind him, Iw 
had, however, dTscovered his danger, and embarked before the hoiit 
reached him. Having perceived the Indians that were creej^g 
words him tinder shelter of the wood, he immediately despatmied tb« 
old man to them, making simis that Ae^'should keep at a distance, 
and that hc^wanted noDung t>ut water. As soon os they perceived 
that they tvere discovered, they began to shout, and advanced with 
greater spoed. The officer immediately repaired to the boats with bis 
people, and the Indians in the meantime, having crossed tlic *riTer, 
took poBscs<«ion of the water-casks, with great appearance of exulta* 
tion and joy. Tlie canoes now pulled along the shore, towar4s tho 
place, with the utmost expedition, all the people on land keeping 
pace with thorn, except a multitude of w^omon and children, wlio 
boated tbomsclvob upon a hill which overlooked the bay and the beach, 
^riu canoes ft each point of the bay, as they drew near to that part 
of it where the ship was at anchor, put on shore, and took in inoro 
men, who had groat bags in their hsnds, which aftcrwtifrds appearc/dto 
be lillod With btones, 

“ All the canoes that had ctjran round tho points, and many others 
that had put off from tho shore within the hay, now made towards 
the ship, BO that I had no doubt but that they intended to try llidr 
fortune in a second attack. As to shorten the coiitr st would ceitainly" 
lcfc*^cn the mischief 1 determined to make this action deeibive, and 
pul an end to hostilities at onco; I therefore ordered the people, who 
were all at their t^uarters, to ilro first uptm the canoes, which worn 
drawn together in groups. This was immediately done so clToctually 
that those wliich were to the westward made towuid^ the shore as fast ^ 
»K posMhlc, and those to the eastward, getting louiid tho reef, weie 
soon beyond tho reach of our guns. I then directed the lire into the 
wood in different pai ts, wliich soon drove the Indians out of if, who 
lan uji the hill where the women and cliildi^eu hud seated themselves 
to see the battle. Upon this hill there were now several thousands 
who thought themselves in perfect security ; but to convince them of 
the eontraiy, and hoping that when they saw the shot full much ibr* 
than they could think possible, they would suppose it could rco^ 
them at any di&tancc, I ordered some of the guns to be let dowm ak 
low as they would admit, and fired four shots towards them. ISvb * 
of the balls fell close by n tree where a great number of these pcbphd 
were bitting, and struck them with such terror and constematioii, 
that in less than two minutes not one of them was to boseen. Having 
thus cleared tlie coast, I maimed and armed the boats, and putting a 
strong guard on board, I sent all the carpenters with their axes, sind * 
ordered them to destroy every cauoc that had been run ashore. B6* 
fore noon this service was eficdnally performed, and more than fifty 
ciinocs, many of which were sixty feet long, and three broad, naii 
lashed togethi^, were out to pieces. Nothing was foimd in them hntf 
stones and slings, except a little ftruit, and a few fowls and hogs, which 
were on boiurd canoes of a much sniaUer size. 

“At two o'clock in the afternoon about ten of the luvtivoB enme out 
the wood with green boughs in their haadS| which they stuck 

veil* u* • 0 . 
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ttoiiT tite “water aide attd retirxjd. After a short time the^ appeared 
|ein, and brought with them several hogs, with tlmir legs tied, -which 
itey placed near the green boughs, and retired a second time. After 
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<i^e legs tied over tlieir heads; ahd, going again into the woods, 
wought back sereral bundles of the cloths which tiii v use for apparel, 
and tmich has sdme resemblance to Indian paper, 'fliose they placed 
upon the beach, and called to us on board to fetch them awdy. As 
ia« were at the distance of about three cables^ length, wc could not 
then perfectly discover of what fliis peace-offering consisted; wo 
guessed at the bogs and the cloth, but seeing the dogs, with their 
fore legs appearing over the hinder part of the nock, liso up several 
tilnes a lime Muy in an erect posture, wc took them tor soino 

strange unknown animal, and were very impatient to have a nearer 
tic’fv of them. The boat was, therefore, sent on shore with all expe¬ 
dition, and our wonder was soon cit an end." Our people found nine 

f ood ho^, bes^lea tlxp dogs and tlie 6loih; the hof*s were brought off, 
dt the dogs w'ctc turned lopse, and, with the cloth, left boMnil. In 
r^^urn for the ho^s our people left upon the shore some hatchets, 
nt^ls, and other tlungs, muKiug signs to some of the Indians who were 
in ki^t to take riiem atvay witli thoir cloth. Soon after the boat had 
/mine oft board, Indians brought down two more hogs, and culled 
U» to fetch themthe boat, therefore, returned, und fetched off the 
Vfn> hngs, but sdll left the cloth, though the luchans made signs that 
^ should take it. Our pcoi)le rei>oitcd that they had not touched 

S of the things which they had left upon the b('ach for them, and 
ebody suggesting that they would notudee our oileriug because wu 
'had not accepted their cloth, 1 gave orders that it should be fetched 
iway. The event proved tliat the conjeeturo was true, for the mo¬ 
ment the boat had taken the cloth on board the Indians came down, 
-and, with every possible demonstration of 303% earned auay tdl I had 
■Kent them into the wood. Oiu boats then went to the waitiing-idace 
jSnd iilled and brought off all the casks, to the amount of about six 
' tons. Wc found that they had suffered no injury w'hilc they had been 
the possession of the Indians, but some leathern biTckets and 
ftttmeis whieh'had been taken away with the casks werenot roturned. 

‘ The next morning 1 sent the boats on shore, with a guard, to fill 
more casks with water, and soon after the people were on shore, 
same old man who had come over the river to them the fiiat day, 
tiEiKme again to the fiarthcr side of it, where he made a long speech, and 
ci'osBCd the water. When he came up to the waierers, the 
^jSSlcer showed hhn the stones, that were piled up like cannon bfdla 
the shore, and had been brought thither since our first landing, 
and some of the bogs that had been tjkcu out of the canoes which I 
'rardured to be dc«btiy<ed, filled “ilth stones, and endeavoured to 
j^tdte hint understand that the Indians had been the aggressors, and 
thO mischief sre had done them -was in our own defence. The old 
'.asati Seemed to apprehend his meaning, but not to admit it; he imme- 
'dtafely made a speech to the people, pointing to the stones, and 
“with ^eat emotion, and sometimes his looks, gestxircs, aiid toice 
furious as to be frightful. HiS passiojis, husvever, subsided-by 
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» degrees, and the ofiflecr, ivho, his great regrot, could not understand 
ouo of all that he had Siuid, endeavoured to conyiuce him zy afl 
the signs ho could dcvibc, that ^yo wished to live in fticndsxap with 
tlicin, and wore'disposed to show thorn cvciy mark of kindness in dUT 
power, lie then shook hands with him, and embraced him, giving 
him at the banic tune suveriil such trmkdls as he tliought would h^ 
most acccptuble, lie contrived also to make the old man understand 
that we wibhcd to trafiick for provibions ; that the Indians nhould not 
coinc down in great numbers, and that they should keep on cue side 
of the river and we ou the other. After this the old man went away, 
ivith great ap])e.\iaucc of satisfaction, and l)c&»re uoon a trade wa« 
established, nhich iumishid us with hogs, f^uls, and fruit in great 
abundance, so tliat all the sliip's company, whether i^ick or 'well, had 

much os they could 

Aft Cl inning had a grmtl deal of pleasant intercourse with the natives 
und their queen, and having sun eyed the inteiior of the island, Captain 
WidUh kft it ou the 27 th of July. Having touched at several small 
icibindb, lieand lii^ peopleicachedTuiiati on the 7 thof b^tember, wherd 
tlic) remained for s('veral diiy>, in order topiociire pto\ision8, and to 
i lulk and thonmglily repaii'the ^hip. They sailed from thenco to 
Ihiia^ia, and then proceeded to Uie Cap* of Good Hime, from which 
place they ui a short time departed for Eiiglaud, whicK they reachtjd 
on the lUCh of May in the following year^ To this uan*ative it is only 
31 * < ossaiy to add, tliat as the object of the voyage of the Dolphin wa^ 
di co\ciy; it A\as the constant practica of Captain Wallis, duiing the 
wliijh time of Ills iiaiigaiing those parts ol> the sea which A\eFu not 
p(if< ctl} known, lo lie to c\ery night, and make sail only m the day, 
liial nothing might cbtape luni4 


CHAPTER m. 

rrnsT voyaoe and dxscovehibs of IiXFUTukani: cook. 

It was ou tlic 26 tli of August, 1768, that Lieutenant Jamess Coolu 
Comniundei of his Majesty's bark, the Endeavour, got under bhU ana 
put to boa. Ho and hib companions had a pleasant sail till 
•reaeliod Rio do Janeiio, where they landed, but the orders of Xh» 
Viceioy cauhod them considerable difHculties. After staying a &W 
weeks, they proceeded mi their voyage, and Cape St, Diego, Coolt 
si^nt tlie mnbtor to examine a little cove, which lay ut a short dis^ 
tiince to the eastward of Cape St, Vincent. The master reported 
on his ictuin, that theio was anchorage in four fathoms, and Ik 
good bottom, clobo to the eastward of the first bluff point, ou the east: 
of Cape St. "SMnernt, attbc very entrance of the cove, to which CitK^ 
gave the namd of Vincent’s Ray. Before this anchotiug ground, hoi^ 
over, lay several rocky ledges that were covered with sea-weed; buk 
it was said there Were not less them eight or nine fathoms over thi^ 
Xt apMars btrungo that where weeds which grow at the boUam altt 
leim wove the biu'face, there should be this depth of water; but th|i 

' oa 
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'wliich grow on rocky ground in thcbo countries, <md which « 
^ iistinguish it from sand and ocze, are of an enormous size, 
leav'cs are four feet long, and some of the stalltit, though not 
thicker than a man's thumb, above one hundred and twenty. 

Mr. Banks and Dr, SoUnder examined some of them over which 
&ty i»6undcd, and as to anchor there appeared to involve lisk, Cook 
"^detemuned to seek some port in the slruit, where he might get on 
board such wood and water as he wanted. Mr. Banks utid Dr« 
^^ander went on shore, and returned in the evening, wnth about a 
hundred different plants and Aow^ers, all of them wholly un¬ 
known to the botanists, of Europe. They found the country about 
bay to be in generd flat, the bottom of it, in particular, w'as a 

i klain covered with grass, which might easily have been made into a 
arge quantity of hay ; they found also abundance of good wood and 
water, and fovfls in great plenty, llie trees were chiefly of one kind, 
a species of the birch; tlio stem being from thirty to forty feet long, 
and from two to three feet in diametei*, so that, in a case of necessity, ‘ 
they might possibly supply a ship with top-masts. Tlieyaawnono 
of XiiQ inhabitants, but tell in wdth two of their deserted huts, one in 
a thick wood, and the other close by the beach. 

They now made sail into the strait, anchored in the bay of Good 
duccoss, and, after dinner, Cook, Banks, Sulandcr, and some others, 
went on shore tn look for a watering-place, and to seek for the natives, 
aevoral of whom had come in sight. On landing on the staiboard 
iiide of the bay, near some rocks, which made smooth ivatcr and good 
landing, thirty oi forty natives soon appeared at the end of a s.mdy 
beach on the other side of the bay, but seeing the numbci of the 
^Enghsh, which w*as ten or twelve, they retreated. Banks and Solan- 
der then advanced about a hundred yards before the others, on which 
of the natives returned, and having procc('dcd f-oine paces toivanls 
them, sat down; as soon as the English came up, the natives rose, 
and each of them having a small stick in hi& hand, t^eiv it an ay- in a 
^£rection both from themselves and the strangeis, which was eon- 
^'iddered as the renunciation of wt*apons, and the token of pence. They 
then walked briskly towards their companions, who had halted about 
frfly yards behind and beckoned their visitors to follow, which 
they did. They were received with many uncouth signs of iriendship; 
ind in Tcturn they distributed among the natives some heads and 
H^bons, which had been brought on shore for tlic purposes and now* 
ipltbduo^ great delight. Mutual confidence and good Will being thus 
^stabliBhca, the conversation, such os it was, became general, and tlireo 
the natives went with their visitors to the ship. One of them pi^ac* 
what was supposed to be an exorcism, fer when he was intro- 
wced to & new part of the ship, or wdien an}'thing he had not seen 
«£cire caught his attention, he shouted with all his might for some 
,;psinutes, without directing his voice to the English or to his com- 
^wdons.' * 

They ate some beef and bread, but not apparently w*ith much plea- 
^Qugh some part which was given them and which they did not 
ley took away with them, but they would not swaUoiv a dre^ 

' dr wine or spirits. They ptit the glass to flieix lips, but havj^ 
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tnsled tixe liq^uori^ rotumed it with etrosg cxprcBBbns of disgust. Of 
curiosity they ficemcd to have very little. They went from one jport 
of the E^uip to another, and looked at the vast variety of new objwts 
that every whore presented themselves without any expression of 
tvonder or pleasure. The same indifference appeared when they 
Linclc'd and saw others : as on the ono^§ide there uppeaxod naeagicr^ 
ness to relate, so on the other there seemed no curiosity to hear, what 
hud oeourred, 

A few diys nfiovp Banks and Solander went on shore, to fisit a 
native town, which %ome of the people had reported to be about two 
miles up the country. They approached it by what appeared to bo 
the e iminnn road, yet they were above an hour in getting thither, fto 
they weie frequently up to their kneca in mud. When they were 
uitliin a short distance, ti\o of the jxeoplc came out to meet them, 
with su<h sUte as they could assume, and, oftiT much hallooing, they 
cmiductc^d their visitors to the town. It was situated ou a dry knoU, 
oi small liill, covered with wood, none of U'hich seemed to have b£*en 
cli*ari*d away, and consisted of about twelve or fourtejju hovels, of the 
lud'stLhid that ran be iTnaginod. They were nothing more tlian a 
lew ])olcs sot up so as to incline to each other and meet at the tofp, 
ibimiug a hind of cone, like some, of our bec-hive«. On the weather- 
side they were coveicd with a few boughs and a little gra^bS; and on 
the lee-‘>Kle about onc-cighth of the circle w’as open, both for a 
(l)or find V fnv-plscc; and of this kind werejthc hun that had been 
h( (Ml in St \’'ir •^.nt’s Bay, in one of which the embers of the fire wero 
xtill leiiKtiniin*. Fumifuro they had none; a little gr.iss u'hich lay 
mound tU^ i nuh* of llie hovel sened both for clniirs and beds ; and Of 
all the iUlu il-. \^l.ieh necessity nnd in<;tnuity have concurred to pro- 
iluci fi:iu ng Ihc'-e people, the visitors saw only a basket to Cfiiry in the 
h ind, a satchel to hong at the back, and the bladder of some beast to 
hoUlwatd. which the natives diank thi’ough a hole made near the 
top lor that purpose, 

'fhe inhabitants of this town wcie a small tribe, not more than fifty 
in number, oi both h(*xea sind of every age. Tlieir faces were painted 
in v.iiioiis forms. The icgiou of the eye was in general white, uud tho 
rest of the l‘u (' adorned with horizontal htreaka of red and black ; yot 
s/sircfly any two W'cre exactly alike. This decoration seems to hi’ mora 
profuse on paiticular occasions; for the two natives who iiitrodticed 
tho HtTiingcrfl to the toun wcie almost covered with streaks of blae|c^ 
in all tbrcctipufi, so as to make a veiy Stiilting appearance. 'J'h«jr 
woic such braccleth as they could noike fhcniHclves of small shells or 
bones; the wonu^n on tluMr wrists and ankles, the irun ou the tvrists 
only; but to compensate for the WiUit of bracelets on their legs, they 
wore a kind of liJlet of brown worsted round their heads. They 
seemed to set a particular value on any thing that ^as red, «id 
ferrod beads even to a knife or hatclut. ^ 

It appears probable that the place wbero these nations 'wore fouud 
was only a temporary residence, from there being notlimg like a boflt 
or canoe, of wliich it can scarcely be supposed tliey wore wholly d^ 
tituto, 6H]>ecially as tlicy were not ftc^a-siok, or particularly 
oitliar in the bout or on board the ship. It w^as conjectured that thiffMI 
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tie ft fitrait or inlet mntiing from the sea through great part of 
l^ift iidftadc £i'om*tho Strait of Magellan, whence these people might 
have come, leaving iheir caiiocs where such inlet terminated* 

After n short stay tlie voyagers proceeded, and fell m with Tma 
del J'ucgo about twenty-one leagues to the westward of tlio Strait of 
Jje Maue; and though through their glasses trees were to be plainly 
distaiguiehcd, as they come nearer, and here and there they discovcrea 

E atches of snow, the sides of the hills and the sea-coast appeared to 
e covered with a beautiful verdure. The hills are lofty but not 
mountainous, though the sum^ts of them are quite naked. The soil 
in tlie valloyM is rich, and of a'%onsiderable depth; and at the foot of 
idnioat every hill there is a hi-ook, the water of which w^as of a reddish 
"hue, but it w'fts by no means ill tasted, and oa the whole proved the 
best that was taken during the voyage. The most remarkable spots on 
Terra del h'ucgo aic a lull in the form of a sugar-loaf, which stands (»n 
the wosL-bitlo, not far from the sea; and the throe hills, called the 


" Three Brothers, about nine miles to the westward of (’ape St, Diepo, 
the low ptnnt that forms the north entrance to the Striut of Le Mane. 
The strait itseli, which is bounded on the westby TVriudell‘'iiego, 
ixnA on. the east by the W'st end of SuUon Laud, is about five 
leagues long and as many broad. 

THiough tile doubling of (kipe Horn wag so much drenJed, that in 
the general opinion it yswH more eligible to pass through the Straits of 
Magellan, the voyagers were nt»t once brought under their close- 
r’Cafed top-sails, after -they left the fatrait of Lo Mairc, They now 
1>M^ to have strong gales and heavy seas, wiih irregular intervals of 
caun and line weather. Many birds, as usual, were eonsbmtly about 
the ship, BO that Mr. Banks killed no less than sixty-two in one day; 
and, what is more remarkuble, ho caught twoforcst-llieH, bothol them 
of the Bams species, but differing from any that had hilkcito been 
deacrihJd ; these probably camo M'hh the birds from tlie land, winch 
was considered to be at a groat distance. He also found, about this 
iixtffif a large cuttle-fish, uduch had just been killed by the birds float- 
on the w'ftter. It differed from the cuttie llshea found in the 
ISoropcun sefts, for its arms were furnished, instead of suckers, with 
sharp talons, wliich were retractable xixu^ a sheath, from 
;WhioH also they might be thrust out at pleasure. Of this cuttlc-flsh 
' the voyagers maile one of the beat soups they ever tasted. ' 

, The ^batrasBOti now began to leave them, and after a few days there 
not one to be seen. Continuing their course without any uienor- 
able event, some of the people who were at the watch in the night at 
length reported that they saw a log of wood pass by the ship ; and 
the sea, which was rather rough, became suddenly as sinootli as a 
nd. It was a general opiniou that there was land to windward, 
Cook did not think himself at liberty to seardi for what he was 
u nSut sure to iind; though he judged that they were not far from the 
;%}|mds discovered by Ouiros in 2606 , 

' JiJsout a month elapsed, when Mr. Banks’s servant, I^eter Briscoe, 
discovered land bearing south at the distance of three or four leagues^ 
was found to be an island of an oval form, with a lagoon in Ibe 
^.'jpaddle, which occupied much the largmr part of it; the border of 



land ^lueli circumscribes 4 he lagocm isy in many pkoci, 
luitrow, particularly on the soutn siac^ Avheve it otnisisti; 
of a beach or iccf of rocks. To adopt the narrative of lieut^Li^jS ^ 
It has the same appearmiec also, in three places, on the nofth > 

BO that ilie fum laAd being disjoined, the whole looks like iMxy / 
islanclb covered with wood. On tiie west end of the island Is a largo* 
tioe, or dump of troes, that in appearwee resembles a and 

about the middle are two coccoa-nut trees, which rise above all the ' 


rest, tind, as we came near to the island, appeared like a flag* We 
approached it on the north side, and ^jush we came within a 
wc found no bottom wiih one huudreJima tliirty fathoms of line, nor ^ 
did thcie appoar to be any anchorage about it. l*he whole is covered 
with trees of diffeiont verdure, but we could distinguish none, even 
with OUT glasses, except cocoa-nuts and palm-nuts. The natiVea 
appeared to be tall, and to have heads remarkably large; perhaps 
they had Bomethiiig wound round them, which wc could not disiin- 
guish. Uhey wcie of a copper colour, and had long black haif* 
Eleven of thont walked along tho beach abreast of the ship, with poles 
or pikes in their hands, which reached twice as high^tts themsdves. 
While they walked on the beach tlicy frceined to be naked; biit soon 
after they retired, which they did as soon as the ship had passed tho 
island, they covered themselves with something that made them aiipear 
of alight colour. Their hubiiutions wereundei some clumps of 
nut trees, which, at a distance, appeared like Jiigh ground ; and to ns, 
wlio foi a long time had soen uorliing but water and sky, except the 
diear3>- hills of Tcira del Fuego, these groves seemed a terrestrial 
paiudisc.” 

Having touched at Borne other comparatively unimportant islands, 
they aimed on the 10th of April at Otaheite, and, in a shOTt time« 
came Id an anchor the bay at which Capi am Wallis had previously 
remained. They w'crc delayed m their approach hy light airs and 
calms, but about seven o’clock a brec2e sprung up, ana,b^OTe eleven,' 
several canoea were seen niukmg toward^ the slup* There were bwt 
few of thorn, however, that would come near; ana the people inthoftcfr " 
that did, could not be persuaded to come on lioard. In every canoe 
^ there %vere young jilantaiiis, and branches of a tree which the natives 
called E’ Midho, These, as tlicy afterwards leanicd, were brought as 
tokens of peace and amity; and the people in one of the canoes h^ded 
them up the ship's aide, making sigirii^ at the same time with great 
enmcBtncss, which, however, weic not at flrst understood. At length^ 
it w*as gutwsed that the natives wished these symbols should be placed' 
in some conspicuous part of the ship; they were, tliercfore, immc* 
diately stuck among the rigging, at which the natives expressed great 
satisfaction. Thoir cargoes were then purchased, consisung of cocoa* 
nhts, and vaiious kinds of iruit, which, after a Jong voyage, were veirj^-^, 
aecyptablc. 

A« the stay of the voyagers here was likely to be of considerahk 
dpratum, Lieutenant Cook, soon after coming to an anchor, drew ^ a 
number m rules for.the arrangement of the trading widi the peopb^ 
order to avoid some of the disagreeable occuircncea that haj^eni^to '. 
dapUun Wallis at this place. . ^ ^- 
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Having aeon the ship properly secured, he tvent ou ehore, fieco^^** 
pamed hy Mr* Banka and Dr. Solander. On their landing they were 
received with the most profound attention, and were acconi; iinied, in 
a walk of about ibur or hye miles, by some hxmtlreds of the inhabitants. 
’Jfhey wore unsuccessful', however, in thfcir endeavour tf> meet with 
the chiefs of the island, and therefore determined to return on 
lUotrow. In the morning, however, before tliey could leave their 
sh^, several canoes came about ; two of them were filled with 
people, who by their dress and deportment appeared to bo of a supe« 
‘TicfT order, and two of them v||bt on iMiurd, In compliance with the 
request of these two natives,TTOuten.int Cook, and his two friends, 
hocompanicd them on shore, where they had an interview an 
interchange of presents with some otlier of the chiefs of lids island. 

On the Ibllowing morning they again l:uid<»d with the intention ot 
fixing on a place for an observatory to make astronomical observations, 
and a tort for theii* protection during then stay. A .s(iuj*bble now 
arose between the natives and the marmes, ui consequence of one of 
the natives purloining a musket, whith distuibod the fiiendly feeling 
of botli pai'tieSp Lieutenant Cook having i.hoscn an eligible spot, the 
fbrt was soon erected, and so srjrupulous the commander not to 
offend the natives, that he purchased every stake of tlioni, imd ob- 
tnined their permission to cut down each cocoa-nut lit'o a^* it was 
needed. 

On the 24th of April, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr examined the 
country for several miles along the shore to the castwai d. Foi about 
two miles it was flat uud fei'tilo, after that the hills stretched quite to 
the water's edge, and, a little larther, ran out into the sea, so lliatthey 
WCT e obliged to climb over them. 'Hiesp hills, which were baircii, 
COzUinued for about tliree miles more, and then terminated in a large 
wlilch was full of good houses, luid people wlio appeared to live 
in great aftluonce. In tiiis place there was a rivci much inojc ton- 
ftulcrablo than that at the fort, which issued fiom a deep mid beautiful 
VkUey, and, where our travellers crossed it, though at some distance 
f fiom iha aea, it wuvs near one hundred yards idc. About a nuk be¬ 
yond tlus river the country again became barren, the rocks cvery- 
, where projeotmg into the sea, for w'liich reason they rcsoh ed to 
„ return. 

, During their stay at tliifl island they were frequently \ery much 
- $3moyed by the thieving propensities of the natives, who were coi\- 
'atandy picking their pockets, .ur oonamitliiig depi^edations on them m 
some similai manner. Another thmg which was pailicularly charac¬ 
teristic of the inhabitants was. their sudden change from passionate 
sorrow to excessive joy. 

An amusing anecdote of one of the natives is thus related by Lieu¬ 
tenant Cook About ten o’clock in the morning an Indian woman, 
of the name of Tomio, came runiung to the tents, wuh a mixtutc of 

S ief and fear in her countenance, and taking Mr. Banks, to Whcntr 
ey applied in every emergency and distress, by the arm, intia^atod 
Idutt her husband wOs dying, in consequence of aoxaething that qm: 
v'poofik had glvoii him to eat, and that he must .inatantly with hl^ 
his hou^e. Mr. Bonks i»et out without delay, andfuUM his 



* 

fviend IcaniTjg his liead against a post* man altitude of the utBao?^^^' 
languor and ac-^pondeiicv : the people about him intimated that^hd 
had been votnamg, and brought out a l^'af folded up mth weat'eare, 
which thoy ^aid cnatainod some of the poison, from the tudetnious 
effects of which lie waN now dyiiig. Mr. Hanks hastily opened the 
leaf, and upon esaniiuhig its contents, fppud them to bo no other than 
a chow of tobacco, which this chief had begged of some of our people, 
and which th^y liad indiscreetly given him. He had observed that 
they kept it long in tlie mouth, and heiftg desirous of doing the satn^, 
he had ehowod it to powder, and 8w^||B|i\’ed the spittle, I)uiing the 
examination of ihe loaf and its eoutcH^ ho lof^ked up at Mr, Banks 
with the most piteous aspect, and intiniated that ho had but a veiy 
bhoit time to live. Mi, Banks, however, being now master of his 
disease, directed him to diuUc yilentifully of cocoa-nut milk, which, 
ill a fchnrt time, put an cud to Ins aickness and apprehensions, md he 
spent the dav at the foit ivith that tiiuommoii flow of cheerfulness 
and good humour which is aJway& produced by a sudden and unex- 
pcet(ul relief from pain either of body or mind/* 

On the 1st of May, the observatory was set up, end the ostrtHioinical 
qiuubani, ivith sonw othoi lufitiuinent's, was taken thither for tho 
first tune. 'J'he next inomiiig Lieutenant Ckiok wont on shore with 
Mr. Orcen, tti fix the qutidrant in a situation for use, Avhcii, to their 
inexxuort'jjMe surprise and concern, it was not to be foiinrl. It had 
been dopoNitc'd in the tent which w'as reserved for the captain, 
where, as >ie passed the night on board the rbip, nobody slept. It 
had never been taken out ot the packing-case, and the wdiolo was of 
considerable weight. A senTiiiol had boon posted the whole night 
within file y.irds of tho tent door ; and none of the othca instninicuta 
Avere inissuxg. A iaigc reward wa? oiiercd to any one w'ho could find 
it, as, Avithout tliis, they I'ould not pM*bnn the service for which the , 
Aoyago Avas principally imdei taken—the obsenation of the tnmsitof i 
Voiiu.'i over th(» sun. Alter a great deal of uneasiness, it AVas 
tained that it had been stolen by the natives ; and at lost, but 
considerablo difliculty, it was recovered piecemeal. 

As the day of obaeiwation ;ioav approached, Lieutenant Cook 
termined, in consequence of aoiiie hints which had been given '* 

Lord ]\lorton, to send out tAvo parties to observe the transit of VelM9a 
from other situatiims ; hoping that, if ho should fail at Otaheite, they 
might have bcjtter success. Tliey Avere, therefore, now busily 
ployed in preparing the instrumentB, and iastincting such geiitfete^ 
m the use of them na Cook intcndevl to send out. 


On the 1st of June, two days before the time of transit, Ideutenant' 
Cook despatched a iiarty to luiao, and early on the fblloAAing mornihg 
he sent anothei party to the eastward, Avith oiders to fix on ftome ‘ 
convenient spot, at a distonep from tlie principal observatory, where 
thw also might employ the instruments with which they had been 
fenuBlied for tlie same purjjose. The party sent to Imao ^ 

accomplislied the object for Avhich they set-out; and the pgfrty ■ 
the eastward were equally fortunate in seeing the sun Avithpttt 
Itfflcmd. ‘ The transit was also well observed at the fort by Lieutenmtt 
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On thr* inth of July, l^ieut^nant Oook left Otaheito, after having 
made a ntay of just tliroe mouthB, for the greater pail of which 
he and hU pi*ople lived Mrith the uutivos in the most cordial firiend- 
ahip, andu pcipotual icciprucati(m of good ui!ice>t. Tlio accidental 
dillhrent'es wiih'h now and then hapiicncd, could not be more sin¬ 
cerely icfitrcitcd by the viBiturs than they were by th(* Msiled, 'fhe 
causes wc're such as neeobsarily resulted fioiu tln'ir peculiar 
situnlnm and eirciiuHtanccB, in eoujuuction with the state of the 
people, irom their not b<?iii" able perfectly to undcrs’tantl each other, 
and iroin the disposition inhabitants to theft, Mhich the 

voyagers could not at all timWRpar with, or prevent. These circum- 
Btauccs had not, howc\(T, except hi mu' instunce, been atleudcd with 
any fatal (‘onscqueuees ; and to that accident weio owing the inei»surc‘s 
that Ijieutcnunt (V)ok took to prevent others of th(» same kind. 

()f his own inlention'4 this commander Rays : hojjprl, indeed, to 

hare avuded myself of the impression which had been iniide 
them by tlie lives that had been sacriliced iu tlicix contest witli the 
Dolphin, so as that the intercourse between us should huAe been 
cariied on wholly wntUout bloodshed ; and by this hope all my num- 
surcs were directed dining the whole ot my continiuncc ut the islainl, 
and 1 sincerely Avish that whoevei shall ue\r \itiL it maybe s^ill more 
fi^tnuHtc. Our ttu(Hc hero W'As carried on 'aith as iinu U oidor as in 


the beRt-rcgulated market in Kuropo. It was luanuged prbieipally by 
Mr. Hunks, wlio was indefatigable in prennuing jnovision and a fivsh^ 
tueuU whhe they Avon to bo had ; but diuuig the latter part of our 
time they becanic scarce, partly by the incicased consumptiou at the 
fort and the ship, and partly by the coming on of the stjisou iu MliicU 
cocoa-nuts and bread fruit fail. All kinds of fniit we juirtbased lor 
hoads and noils, but no nails leas than loily-peiiny uerc exurent. 
After a short time wo could iicxer gel a ]uj of more ilian leii or 
twelve poiuulR for less tluin a hatchet, xm account of th(* supci Unity 
ofispike nails. 

** AiW parting Avith our friends, we made an easy sail, with gentle 
. ho^OMert and clear AVeathor, and were informed by 'rupia, an iiuliajx 
. ticcoinimniisl ur, that four of the ncighlw^iuing islands, '\liich he 
fpillnguishod by the naiin^s of Ilualicine, Ulietcu, Otah.x, and Bola- 
, mIo, lay ai the diHUinco of belwcen one and two d.Lyu' sail fr'om 
OtshtdU^ and that liogfl, fowds, and other refreshments, with which we 
httd of late been but sponngly stipplt^sl, were tlicre to be piocxircd in 
plenty; but, huAing discoAored from the hilh of Otabeite cm 
iidand lying tcj the norihword, wbicli he* called Tt‘thuma, I detcrnmied 
to errand that way, to tttk« u nearer view of it. It lies about eight 
^)aagucB distant from the uortlicm extremity ol Oiaheite, xipoii wluch 
ws hud, fin that reason, given the name ot Point Venus. We found 
*$t to bo a HinuU, low island, and were told by Tupia tliat it had no 
tettlfd inhabit.uitn, but it was ocossionally visitod by the iiihaMtauts 
' Of Oiaheite, AX'ho suinetimos Avent thither foi h few day^ to li«h; we 
tKarefore deU-imiiiicd to sinaid no xuorc time iu a faiiher exaininatioii 
^ of It, but to go in seal on of Huaheine and tnietea, wliichhede** 
Oaribod to bo avcU peopled, and as large os Olohcite* 

the loth it Avas hazy, with light breezes and calms suececdkig 



— , ^WiVtBSAST COO^ 

eacli othei*, no Ifhat w« could see no land, and inade but little iray* 
Our bidiatip Tupiii, oAon pray>ed for a wind to his god T:iuc, and as 
often boasted of his succese, which, indeed, he took a \)ery effectual 
lucthod to secure, for he ne\er began his adchess to Tone till ho saw a 
hreoze so near, tliat he knew it must reach the ship before his oration 
was over. 

On the IGth w'c had a gentle brcoZfi, and in the morning, about 
eight o'clock, being close in wth the north-west part of the Island 
Huuhciue, we sounded, but had no bottom wth eighty fathom. Some 
canoes very soon came off, but the poQ|^e seemed afraid, and kept oi 
a distance, till they discovered Tupia, VPl then they ventured nearer^ 
In one of the canoes that came up to uic ship’s side were the king of 
the island and his wife Upon jissurimces of friendship, fiequently 
aiul cainestly repented, their majesties and some otliors came on 
board. At fir^t tli(*y were sti'uck w'ith astonishment, and wondered 
at tiling that wtis shown them ; yet they made no inqiuiics, and 
fieimed' to be satisfied uith uhat was offered to thcir notice ; Uioy 
made no seaHii after othoi objects ot' curiositjs with which it waa 
natural to suppose a building of j^uch novelty and nifignittulo as the 
• ship must abound. After some time they became nioi'e huiiiliiir. I 
was given to understand that the name of the king was Orec, and ho 
proposed, as ii mark of anuty, that wo should exchange names. To 
this 1 icadily consented, and ho was Cookco, for so lie pronomiccd nw 
name, and 1 -woh Oreo, foi ihc icst of tlio tune we were together, 
foujid these ijcople to be vcTy nearly tlu' saino* with those of Otakeite 
lu person, dnes, language, and ovciy other circumstance, except, if 
Tapia might be believed, that they would not steal. 

“ Soon after dinner wc came to an anchor in a small but excellent 
hnrbour, on the w'cst side of the island, wliicli the natives ctdl 
Owhiure, in eighteen fathom water, clear ground, and secure from aH 
winrls. I went immediately adiore, uccomjiunicd by Mr, liank^, Dr, 
Solaiulor, Mr. Monkhouhc, Tupia, King Cookee, and some other of 
the natives who had.been on boai’d ever since the moining, Tflho 
moment wc landed, Tupia stripped hiuibelf a» low as the waist, 
desired Mr. Monkhouse to do iho same. lie then sat down befeure# ' 
great numbci of the nathes, who were collected togetlicr in a ' 
house or shed, for here, as well as at Otahoitc, u houso consists only 
of a roof supported upon poles; the rest of us, by his desire, standing^,. 
beliindt Ho then began u speech, w liich lasted about a quarter of m 
hour, the king, w'ho stood over against him, every now and then mt* ^ 
hw*cring in what appeared to be set responses. In the course of thia. 
harangue he delivered at different times two handherchipfe, n black 
silk neckcloth, some beads, two small bunches of leathers, and tome ‘ 
plantains, os jirescnts to their Eutua, or God, In return for these, ha^ 
received for our Eatua, a hog, some young plantains, and two smatl 
bunciioa of feathers, which he ordered to be carried on board the ah^r , 
After theto cci'cznonies, whioli w e supposed to be the ratification of 
ft between us, every one was dismissed to go whither he pleased r 
mid Tupia immediately prepared to offer liis oblations at one of the 
Horais. 

** Iba next morning we went on shore again, and walked up the 
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'w)ier€ the productu>ns were cxsictly the eaxae oa those el 
O^aheilCt eiscept that the ^ocks tind clay appf'ured to be more burnt. 
The hoikseB ware jirat, iiml the bont-Uonses rtinarknbly large t one 
that TvemcafiJuLVcd’was fifty paces long, ten broad, and twculy-ronrfeet 
high. The tUrfiole formed a pointed uich, like those of cmr old 
cathedrals^ which was supported on one side by twenty-six and ou 
the other by thirty pillars* or rather posts, about two feet high and 
tme liielt, upon most of which were rudely carved the heads of men, 
find scverariaiiciful devices, not altogether unlike those which we 
Bometimes see printed irom |||||idcn blocks, at the beginning and ond 
of'‘eld books. The plains, i)avt of the couiilry, abounded in 

breadfruit, and cocoa nut trevs; in ^ome places, honex^r, there 
^ere salt sivainps and lagoons, which w'ould pioducc iieither. 

‘‘The inhabitants seeiu to be larger made, and moie &tont, than 
of Ouheite. Mr. Banks mensuicd one of the men, and found 
vahn to be six feet three inches and a lialf high ; ytt they are '•o lazy 
, that he C3uld not persuade any of them to go up the hillh with him. 
They said, if Jhey w’^erc to attempt it the fatigue w^ould kill them. 
The women were very fair, mbre so^han those of Otaheite; and, in , 
general, we thought them more handsome, though none that woie 
equal to some individuals. Both sexes seemed to he less tinud, und 
less curious. It has been observed that they made no inquuicson 
board the ship; and when vve fired a gun they were frightened, in¬ 
deed, but they did not fall down as oui fuends at Otaiieiiet onsumtly 
did w'heii wc first came among them. Toi this difierenee, however, 
wc can easily account upon other principles ; the jjcople at Ilualieino 
had not seen the Dolphin, those at Otaheite had. In one, the lopnrt 
of a gun yvas connected ivith the idea of instant dcslrucTion ; to the 
Other there was nothmg dreadful in it but the appeal nine and the 
fiound, as they had never experienced its power of di.spcnsiiig death* 
“Wc had commenced a kind of trade with the natives, but it uent 
slowly; for when anything was'oliered, not one of thorn would 
{l#kie it upon liis own jutigment, but collected the opiuiouf- of twenty 
or thirty people, which < ould not be done without groat lo^s of time. 
*Wo got, however, eleven pigs, and detenniued to try lor more th® 
day. 

^‘Tlie next day, therefore, wc brought out some halt hots, for which 
W<j‘hoped we should have had no occasion, upon an island which no 
European had ever visited before. These piocured tij» throe very 
Wge hogs; and as we proposed to sail in the aftoinoon, King Oreo 
and several others came on board to tidce their leave. To the King 1 
*^g'ftve a small plate of pewter, on which was stamped this ineciiption * 
—‘ His Britannic Majesty's ship, Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook com- 
maander, 16th July, 1769* Huaheine/ I gave him also some medals, 

5 ar^fcouiitere, resembling coin of Ihigland, struck in the year 1761,with 
; ^Knpae presents ; and he piomised that with none of these, particularly 
' pUvte, he w'ould ever I thought it as lasting a testimony 
47W having first discovered this island any we could leave behm^l, 

, fidfid having dismissed our visitors well satisfied, and in great good 
.i |iu|nour| w e set sail, about half-an-hour after two in tlie aucxnoon. ^ 
, ** We now made sail for the island of Ulietea, which lies by 
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distant seven, or etglit leagues frcnn Huaheme, and at halfi^ui-hout 
after six in the evening we were within three leagues of tlje shore, on 
the eastern side. Wc stood oif and on all uight, and When the day 
broke tlxe next morning we stood in for the shore. Wo soon after 
discovered an opening in the reef which lies before the island, within 
which Tupia told us there was a good harbour. I did not, however, 
impheitly take his wopd ; but s^t^the master out in the pinnace to 
examine it, lie soon made the sigiial for the ship to follow ; and we 
accordingly stood in, and anchored in two-and-twenty fathom, with . 
soft ground. A 

*‘Tho naiiv#s soon came off to usffn two canoes, each of w’hi(^ 
brought a woman mul a pig. The woman we supposed was a marx 
of confidence, and the pig was a present. We received both with 
proper acluiowledgiucnts, and complimented each of the ladies with 
a spike nad and ^omc beads, much to their satisfaction, *Wo w^ 
told by Tui>ia, who liad always expressed much fear of the inhabit* i 
ai^to of Eolabola, that they had m^ido a conquest of this island; and 
that, if wo leiuained hero, they would certainly coino (Jpwn to-morrow 
and fight us. Wc determined, therefore, to go on shore without delay, 
while the day was our own. 

** I landed lu company with Mr. Eanks, Dr Solandcr, and the other 
gentlcninn, Tupia being also of the party. He introduced ua^by re*- 
2 >eatiiig the v.-cremonie& which he had pcrfotniod' at Hualieinc, after 
which I hoisted au English jack, and took po£<su'sBxon of this and the 
thice neighbouring islands, lluahcino, Otaha, and Bolabola, which 
woie all in sight, in the name of his Britannic Majesty." 

After having proceeded to and examined Otaha and Bolabola, they 
pursued their course without any event woidhy of note till the 15th of 
the following month, when they saw an island, tvliieh Tupia informed 
them was called Oheterva. On account, however, of the resistance 
made by the natives, and the want of anchorage, they did not laud. 

On the 7th of October they approached hmd, which piovfcd to be ' 
what is now called New Zealand, and they soon came to an anchoriu 
a fine bay, Tliey were, however, unable in jiny way to form an ac* 
quaintance with the natives, who seemed both warlike and savage. 
In a short time they left this inhospitable place, being unable to 
cure provisions or w^atcr, and on this account Litmtenant Cook 
it the name of PoveityBay. ^ Having passed a little way from-tbifl 
place, they persuaded some of the natives to come on board, ^ 
canoes that approached them, where they weie liberally supplied 
presents. They had now many intcrviewvs with the natives, and ex¬ 
cursions were frequently made into the country from different paitaof 
the shore, * " , 

Among the things that particular struck them wa^theSir manner - 
fortifying .some of their villages. They ore generally plai^ed in placeSV' 
naturally difficult of access. One of these, called *\^avrotou’wa, is 
»aituaf:ed upon* a high promontory, or point, which projects into the . 
aeo, two of the sides being washe^l by the son, and therefiiro altogethesr 
ihaocesnible. Tlic whole is cnclo?ed by a pallisadc about ten feethigh, 
cpnsistihg of strong pales bound together with vnihB ; the woak sides 
tb$ land are also defended by a double ditch, the innermost of 

4 - . . • ' 
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'nrlucli a ^ahk and an additional pidlUade, The outen^ost palli«« 
$ttdcs are between the two ditclios, and driven obliquely into thq 
ground, so that thrir iipp r ends incline over the inner ditch. Close 
within the mncnmo**t pallisade is a stage, twenty feet high, and forty 
feet Ibng ; it is supported by fiirorg posts, and is intended fes a station 
for those w^ho defend the place, fiom which they may annoy the 
assculants by darts and stotiea, heaps of whilh lay ready for use; 
another stage oi the same kind commands the bleep avenue from the 
beach. 'n\e palltsadcs comm^ilc^to with each other by narrou bines, 
whicli might be easily stop|jc4Php, to that if an cnei^j^ should loroe 
the outward jiallihaclp, he would have others to can*y before the place 
could 1)0 wholly reduced, supposing thCbC places to be obstinately de- 
i^nded, one after the other. 

The only entrance is by a narrow passag'^*, about twelve feet long, 
emumunicatiug with the steep ascent from the beach ; it passes under 
One of the Kghting stag* s, and though the visitors saw' nothing like a 
door bt gateway, it may be easily boxriraded in a manner that will 
make the forcin^g it a very dangerous ana difficult undertaking. Upon 
the whol^, this must be considered as a place of great strength, in 
which a small number of resolute men may defend tliem&elvf's against 
all thefor<*e which a people Aviih no other arms than those in use In^re 
cauld bring against it. It scorned to be well fumislied for a siege with 
everything but water; the visitors saw great quantities of fem-ioot, 
which were eaten as bread, and duod fish piled up in hcaiie ; but they 
could not perceive that the uatives had any fresh water nearer than a 
brook, which runs close under tlic foot of the hilL "NMiether they have 
any means of getting it from this place during a siege, or whether they 
have any method of atoritig it within the woiks, in gourds oi* other 
vessels, was hot oscertiiined; some resources they ccTlainly have with 
to this article, an indispensable nccessaiy of life, for otheiAvise 
thelayhig up dry provisions could answer no purpose. The visitors 
qlW) saw many ethci Avorks of the same kuid upon small islands, i ocks, 
and ridges of hills, on different parts of the coast, besides many foiti- 
ffed towns, whiiii appeared to be much superior to this. 

HaA'ing left the bay in which they Avere, to which Lieutenant Cook 
the'name of Mercury Bay, they pioceeded along the coast till 
they approached a river of very considerable dimmi^ioiis ; and linving 
sailed up for about fourteen mih's, and finding the face of the country 
Ji^ffiifly tlio same, without any alteration in the course of the stroamj^ 
Araich they had no hope of ti'acdng to its source, they landed in order 
to take a vieAV of the lofty trees wmeh everywhere adorned its banks, 
Bvferc they had Avalked a hundred yards mto the wood, they met 
With one of them, Avliiidi AA'as almost twenty feet in ^th at the 
of six feet above the ground. Lieutenant Cook, having a 
'^^(jixifedrant with him, measured its height from the root to the tUBt 
btanch, and found it to be ninety feet. It was as straight as sxi 
aiTow, and tupered but very little in proporiion to its height; so that 
there were abimt three hundred and sixty feet of solid timber, 
tlusive of tlie branchcB. 

The river at this height is sa broad as the Thames at Greeisvrieh^' 
and th« tide of flood as strong ; it ih not, indeed, quite so 
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Wter enough for vessols of more than a middle size, and a bottom 
of mud, so soft that nothing could take damage bj^rupaiing ashore. 
On account of the similarity betwecjn these tvro riveis, Lieutenant 
06ok named this one also the Thames. * 

Now pursuing their voyage, they touched at and examined many 
parts of the coa^rt, undJ^ad frcfiuent interviews •with the natives. In 
one of their cxcursittlPinto the conntry, they were horrified to find 
these people regularly and systemaiically practising the disgu^iting 
httbit of eating the bodies of their cnanies taken in battle. Of this 
revolting custom they had previously Kard, but here it was proved 
by ocular demonstration. 

Having arrived at a very convenient place, which they named 
Queen (Tiarlotte's Sound, tncy careened the ship, and obtained ri good 
sup])ly of wood and water; they also caught fish in great abundance. 
They "soon afterwards left this soimd, and ranged the coast, making 
frequent cxcui'sions until they observed a point which they had pre* 
vioii^ly rcnitirkcd, and were theri-forc now convinced that they had at 
last circuninavigatod this large island. Lieutenant Cftok now deter¬ 
mined to quit this country, and return home by such n route as might 
bo most ad\ antageouR to the serriee ; and upon tins subject ho th^- 
forc f onsultcd with his officers. He hud a strong dprire to returnIjy 
Horn, because that would enable him finally-to detemihle 
' whether there is or not a southern continentbut against this it Waist 
a sufiicieut objection that they must have kept in a high southetU 
latitude in the very depth of Avinler, with a vessel which was not 
thought sufficient for such aii undertaking, Tlic saino reiison wfta 
urged againat proceeding directly lor the Cape of Oood Hope, with 
still m no foice, because no discovery of momoiil could he hoped for 
in that route ; it was therefore resolved that they should return by'* 
the Fni!!'! Judies, and that vr\t\x this view they should steer westward, 
till they should fall m with the cast coast of^ New IloUnnd, nnd then 
follow the dirccliim of that luiast to the northward, till they should 
am VC at it& northern extremity; but if that should be found im- 
praeticablc, it W'lis further rcsidved that they fchould endeavour to fall 
in w'ith the liuid, or islands, said to have been discovered by Quiros. 

"With this \icw', at break of day, on the Slst of March, 1770, they, 
got under sail, and left New Zealand, and soon after aiTived on the cast 
coast (d New Holland, now knounri by the name of Npw South Wades. 
Cook 8Hy.s :—** Jlcuig within four or five miles of the shore, we ftaiy 
seicral of the natives walking briskly along, four of whom carried A 
Binall canoe ujKm their shoulders. We flattered ouisdvefi that they 
weie going to put her iulo the water, and come off to the ship, but 
finding ourselves disappointed, I determined to go on shore in tilts ^ 
yawl, with oa many ob it would carry. I embarked, therefore, with 
only Mr. Banks, Dr, Solandcr, Tupia, and four rowers. WonuElf^ 
for tliat part the «thore where the Indiana appeared, near which ftni^ 
bimU caiioeg were hung at the Wiitcr’s edge. The Indians sat down 
upon the rocks, and si'cmcd to W'fdt for om Iniiding ; but to our great 
Regret, tvlicn wc came wdthin about a qumer of u mile, they ran away 
inip tho woods. We dctermuied, however, to go ashore, and en- 
to procure an interview, but in this wc wore again dkap* 
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noiuteid^ ibr we found so great a eorf boating upon every part of . > 
beach, that landing with our little' boat altogether impraoticabite<. 
We were thorfefore obliged to contcsnt ourselves with gazing at siioh:^ 
objects as presented themselves from the water. . 

** The canoes upon a near view seemed verj- much to rcsomble those 
of the smaller sort at New Zealand. We observed, that among the 
trees on the shore, which were not vdylargjjbthcre was no under¬ 
wood, and could distinguish that many of themwere of the palm kind, 
and some of them cabbage-trees. After man)* a wishful look, we 
were obliged to return, with oiir curiosity rather excited than satis¬ 
fied, artd about five in the evening got on board the sliip. Having 
Anchored in a fine hay, the boats wci'e manned, and we set out from 
l^e ship, having Tupia of our party. AVe intended to land where wu 
saw some peojdc, and began to hope that, as they had little icgaidid 
the ship’s coming into the bay, lliey would as little ri'^aid our coming 
0n shore. In this, however, we w'’ei*e disappointed; Sir as soon us we 
approached the locks, two of the men came clouii upon them to dis- 
putB our landiTf", and llic rest ran away, 

/*'!Eaehof these two champions wat. aimed with a lance about ten 
Aet long, and a short stick, winch he seemed to handle as if it wiis a 
mifchinc to assist him ih managing oi throwing the lance, ’i'hey < ailed 
td us in a 1 cry loud tone, and in a hm <h diNsonant kinguagc, of w hich 
neither we nor Tupia understood ii single woid, Tiu^y urandi^^lied 
^cir weapons, and seemed resolved to defend their coast to theuUer- 
hiost, though tliey wtre but Iavo and wt* were h)r1:y, I covdd not but 
Admire their courape, and being vciy unwilling that hostilities should 
cdmmcuce with such ineipidlity of fuicc between u&, 1 oidered the 
boat to lie upou her oaiH, We then parleyed by s?gns foi about a 
ijtiarler of an hour, and lo bespeak their good will, 1 tliriw'lhoin nails, 
beads, and other trifles, whicli they took up, and ^^eelucd to bc‘ mueK 
]^eascd with them. I then made signs that I WMntcd water, oiul, by 
wthe tneauH that 1 could devise, endeuvouiod to comiiice them that 
Vse would do tlicm no harm. They now waved to us, and I was 
ymlilig to interpret it as an invitation ; but upon our putting the boat 
itt, they came again to oppose us. One appeared to be a youth of 
about uiuctcen or twenty, and the other a man of middle age. 

As I had now no otJicr i*efeouroo, I fired a musket beiuccn them, 
tlpoAthexcport, the youngest dropped a bundle of lances upon the rock, 
but, rocoUecting himself in an instant, he suatclied them up again in 
gteftt haste. A'stone was then throuii at us, upon which I ordeicd 
mudvct to be fixed witli small sho1;, which struck the eldest upon 
lihe legs, and ho immediately ran to one of the houses, which was 
distant about one hundred yards. I now hoped that our contest wo^ . 
over, and immediately landed; but wo had ecarcoly left the boat 
'When ho retunied, and we then perceived that he had left the rock 
only to letch a 'shield or target for his defence." As soon as he came 
tqj ne threw a kiucc at us, and his comrade anotlior; they full uhete 
we,stood thieves*, but, hamly, hurt nobody. A third musket with 
small shot was then them, upon which one of them threw 

anoUicr laoce, and both immediately ran away. If We had pursuc^t 
WO nught probably have taken one of them; but Mr. Bonks 
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iikg that the lonccb might be poijsoned, I thought it not pendent to 
Tenturo into tho woods. 

** We repaired immediately to the huts» in one of which w© found 
some children, who had liidden themstelves behind a shield and some 
baiJk ; we peeped at them, but left them iu their retreat, without their 
knowing that they liad been discovered; and wo threw into the house 
when we went awMy j^uic beads, ribbons^ pieces of cloth, and other 
jncsents, which we hoped would procure us the good will of the inha* 
bitanls when they should return; but the lances which we found 
lying about, we took away w'iih us, to the number of about fifty* 
They were Ijom six to filtecn feet long, and all of them had four 
prongs, each of which was pointed \vith fish-bone, and very sharp* 
We observed that they were smeared with a viscous substance or a 
green colour, whicli favoured the opinion of their being poisoned, 
though wv afterwards dHcovered that it was a mi^tvilce. They appeared, 
by the sCii-Wfcd which avc found sticking to them, to have been used 
in stiikina^-^h. Upon examining the canoes that lay upon the beach, 
we foundHpem to be the worst we had ever seen. Tlujy wcie between 
tM'clve anoftiurtoen fet't long, and made of the baik of a tree iu one 
piece, whicli was drawn logcthtT, and tied up at each end, the middle 
being kt'pL opi'R by clicks, whicli were placed acioss them from gun** 
wale to gunwale/’ Aftci several ineffectual attempts to establish a 
friendly iiitci course with the nali\cs, the voyagers left this place, to 
whic h, ou account of the great quantity of pftints collected by Mr, 
Banks uiidlh. Colander, Lieutenant Cook gave the name ofBotany Bay* 

Having departed Irom Botimy Bay, they ranged along the coast 
until they aijived at another buy, to which the commander gave the 
iKinie of Tiiuiiy Bay, In their pati'^age however from this xdace they- 
were pLieed in a yc iy dangerous situation, “ Observing,” says Cook, 
“ two low, woody islands, wdiich some of us look to be rocks above 
water, we sliurtcncd sail, and hauled off shore close upon a windfor 
it was my design to stretch off all night, as well to avoid the danger 
wc saw a-hcad as to see whether any inlands lay in the offing, espc* 
cially as wo were now near the latitude assigned to the islands which 
were discovered by Quiros, and which some geographers, for what 
reason I know not, have thought fit to join to this land. We had the 
advantage of a fine bxceze, and a clear moonlight night, and iu stand¬ 
ing off from mx till near mno o’clock, wc deepened our water from 
fourteen to twenty-one fathoms, but while wo were at supper it sud¬ 
denly shoaled, and wc fell into twelve, ten, and eight fathoms, within 
the space of a few minuto. I ilninediately ordered everybody to his 
station, and all was ready to put about and come to an anchor; but 
meeting at the next cu-'t of the lead with deoj) water agLun, wo con¬ 
cluded that we hud gone over the tail of the shouls which we had seen 
Rt sunset, and that all daiigei was past. Beloio ten, we had twenty 
and one-aiuUtwi nty fathoms, and this depth toutiiMung, tho gentle¬ 
men Ictttbedtfck in great tranquillity, and went to bed, but, a few 
minutes befoie eleven, thewaioi shallowed at once from tw’onty to 
seventeen fathom*, and before the lead could be <*afet again, the ship 
struck, and icruainecl immo\eablc, except by tlie heaving f>f ilie surg©^ 
that beat her against the crags of tlio rock upon which she lay. 

VOXi. XX. J> 
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' ft few momcntfi everybody was upon the deck, with countenances 
which sufficieivtly expressed the horrors of our situation. We had 
stood off the shore three hours and a half, with a pleasant brecse, and 
therefore knew that we could not be veiy near it, iuul we had too 
much I'oason to conclude that we were upon a rock of coral, which is 
more fatal than, any other, because the points of it are sharp, and 
every part of the Buiface so rou|;h as to grind away whatever is 
rubbed against it, even with the gentlest motion. In this situation 
oil the sails v^cre immediately taken ui, and the boats hoisted out to 
.examine the depth of water round the ship. We soon discovered that 
Our fears had not aggravated our misfortunes, and that the vessel had 
been lifted over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a holl(w within it. In 
some places tlierc are Irom three to iour fathoms, and in others not so 
many feet. An anchor was put out from the stem, and having taken 
ground, our utmost force wat* ajiplicd to the capstan, hoping that if 
the anchor did not come home, the ship w'ould be got off; but to our 
great misfortune and disap'pointment we could not move b||. 

*• During £dl ihis tunc she continued to boat with great vu*fccc against 
the rock, so that it was with the utmost difficulty that we kept upon 
our Ipgs ; and to ooniplete tltc scene of distress, we saw by the light 
of the moon the sheathing boards horn the bottom of the vessel float¬ 
ing away around her, and at last her false keel; bo that every moment 
ViraS making way for the sea to rush in A\lrich was to swallow us up. 
We had now' no chance but to lighten her, and we had lost the op¬ 
portunity of doing tlud to the gieatest ad\antage, for, imhuppily, w'e 
went on shore just at high water, and by this time it hud considerably 
fallen, so that after she should be hglitciied so as to draw as much less 
water as the water head huuk, we should be but in the same hitmiUou 
an at first; and the only .dlcviatiou of tlus circumshince wmb, that, as 
the tide ebbed, the s^hip settled to tbc locks, and w'os not beaten against 
them lAdtli so muih violence. Wp had, indeed, some hope from the 
next tide, but it w'as doubtful whether she would hold together so 
Ion?. Thut no time might be lost, the w'ntor was imincclifitcly stalled 
in the hold, and pumped up ; six of our guns, being all wc hacl upon 
the deck, oui- iron mid stone ballast, casks, hoop-8ta\es, oil-jars, de¬ 
cayed stoics, and many otlier things that lay in the way oi heavier 
material--, were throAvn ovei’board wiih the utmost expedition, every 
one exerting himsell with an alacrity amounting almost to cheerlul- 
ness, :md without the least repining or discontent, 

“ While we wcic thus employed, day broke upon ns, and we saw 
the land at about eight leagues distance, without finy island in the 
intermediate spa^'e upon winch, if the ship hud gone to pieces, we 
might have been set ashore by the boats, and from w'hich they might 
have taken us, by different turns, to tht' mam. Ihc wund, how'ovcr, 

f gradually died away, and early in the forenoon it Avaa a dead talni; if 
c liad bfowm h^rd, \hc ship must nietimhly have been destroyetL At 
eleven in the forenoon wc expected high water, and anchors were got 
out, anti cveiything got ready foi anoiher effort to heave her offlf siie 
should float; but, to our inexpresbihle surprise and concern, she did 
not float by u foot and a half, though we had lightened her neiirly 
tonSf so much did the day tide fall short of that in the night* Wn- 
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now proceeded to lighten her stifl more, and threw ot'erboord every* 
thing that it waft possible lor us to spare. Hitherto she had.not ad¬ 
mitted much water, but as the tide fell, it rushed in so fast thW two 
pumps, incessantly worked, could «icarcely keep her free. At‘tWo 
o*c]ock she Iny heeling tivo or three-streaks to starboard, arid thfe 
pinnace M'hich lay under hei bows touched the ground ; we had now 
no hope but from the tide at midnight, and to prepare lor it we Carried 
out our two bowel ancliors, one on the starboard quarter and the 
other right astern, got the blocks and tackle, which were to give U^ h 
purchase upon the cables, in order, and brought the falls, or ends of 
them, ui abaft, straining them ti ght, that the next effort might operate 
upt'U the shij), and by shortening the length of the cable between that 
and the anchors, draw her off the ledge upon which she rested 
toward'* (lie deep wafer. 

“ About five o'clock in the afternoon we observed the tide begin to 
ribc, but we obbCived at the same tune that the leak increased to a 
most alaimiug extent, so that two nioic pumps were mamied, but 
unliappil y only one of them -would -work ; tliree of the pumps, how- 
e\cr, W'cie kept going, and at nine o’clock the ship righted, but the 
leak 1ml gained upon us so considciably that it was imagined shM 
must go to the bottom as soon as she ceased to be supported by 
rock. ITiis w'as a dreadful circumstance, so that wo anticipated tihb 
tioatmg of the ship not as an carnebt of delif eranee, but as an event 
tliai would piobiibly precipitate onr destruction. We well knew that 
our boats wei c not capable oi t arrj ing us all on shore, and w'hen tht^ 
dr(?udful criMs should arrive, as all command and subordination would 
be at an end, a contest for preference would probabl)’' ensue, tbftt 
would increase even the horrois of hliipwrcck, and terminate in the 
destruction of us all by the hands of cacli other; yet we knew that if 
anv should be Icl'l on board to perish in the wavc«, thfey would pro¬ 
bably suffer less upon the whole ilian those who should get on aho^, 
•without any la^iting or otft‘(.tual defence j\gamst the natives, in It 
country where even nets and hre-arm** noulcl boarccly furnish theni 
with food, and where, if they should find the means of subsistence, 
they must be condemned to languish out the remainder of life in a 
desolate wilderness, without the possession oi* even hope of any do¬ 
mestic comfort, and cut ofi’ from all commorce with mankind, except 
the naked savages who prowled the desert, and who, perhaps, were 
some of the most rude and uncivih-tcd upon the earth. 

“ To tbo^c only who have waited lu a state of such suspense, de^th 
has approached in allies ten ois ; and, as the dreadful moment that 
ivns to determine oui fate came ou, every one saw hls own sensations 
pictured in the countenances of his comx^anions. However, the 
capstan and windlass were manned With as many hands as cou|d be 
spared from the pumps, and, the ship tloating, the effort was madp,ancl 
slic was MPaved into deep water. It was some comfort to find thataho 
did not now admit more water than she had done upon the rock; and 
though, by the gaining of the leaks upon the pumps, there was no less" 
than three feet nine inches of water in the hold, yet the mea did not 
relinquish their labour, and we hold the water as it were at h&j ; ^but 
haying now endured excessive fatiguo of body, and agitation of isaiud. 
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more than four and twenty hours, and having but Uttle hope of 
iut;ceeding at lust, they began to flag. None of mem could work at 
the pump more than nvc or six minutes together, nnd then, bemg 
totally exhausted, they threw themselves down upon the deck, tbougU 
astream of -water v,\\s running over it from the pumps between thiee 
mdfour inches deep; M'hcn those who had succeeded them had 
worked their spell, and -were exhausted in their turn, they threw 
themselves down in the same manner, and the otliers started up again, 
and renewed their labour, 

“It-was, however, impossible long to continue the labour by which 
0 Le pumps had been made to gain upon the leak ; and as the exact 
situation of it could not be discovered, wc liad no lioi)e of stopping it 
'within. In this situation, Mr. Monkhouse, one of my midshipmen, 
came to me and proposed an expedient, which he had previously 
seen successfully tried, called, ‘ tothermg a sliip/” This was very 
providentially attempted, and was probably the means of saMng 

them. 

After some Iktle examination, they found a small liaibour to icfit 
the ship, and the only thing that prevented her from sinking, W'as a 
large piece of a rock, broken oif and sticking in the lan^est ho^ wlilch 
impeded the entrance of the w'atcr. Here ihe^' rc jiaired the mp, pro- 
'' cured some refreshments, landed the sick and stores, made a variety 
Cf excursions by land and water to tlie ucighbouiing plac^es, and, fur 
^ the first time, saw the animal now know'ii as tlie kangaroo 

Three Indians visited Tupia's tent, and after icmainitjg some time, 
one of them w'ent for two others, whom he introduced by name. Some 
^sh was offered, but tliey seemed not much to regnid it, and, after 
eating a little, gave the rcniaiiidcT to Mr. Banks’s dog. libbona 

given them, to which medals were suspended round their ju'cks, w'ere 
no changed by smoke that it w^as diiliiuli to judge wliat colour they 
had been, ana the smoke had made tiicir skins look darker Ilian their 
natural colour ; from whence it was thought that they slept close to 
their figures, as a preventive against tlie sting of the imisquuocs. 
Both the strangers had bones through Ihcir noses, nnd a picci^ oi bmk 
tied over the lovehcad, and one had an oiiiamciit of strings ruund his 
arm, and on elegant necklace made of shells Iheir canoe was about 
ten feet long, and calculated to hold lour persons, and w hen in bludlbw 
water they moved it by means of poles. Their lances had only a single 
point, ana some of them vrerc baibed with fish bones. The ship’s ci cw 
{»(hon turtle almost every day, which were finer tluin those eaten in 
Engikiid, owing to their being killed before their natural fat was 
wasted, and their juices changed. 

Tliey sailed hence on the 13th of August, 1770, and got tluougli 
no of the channels in the reef; happy to be onco more in an open sea, 
ti^having been surroiinded by dreadful shoals and rocks for nearly 
iree months, during all which run they had been obligid tf> keep 
0 o\indlng without the intermission of a single minute; ^ a oncamstunce 
Vhicli, it is supposed, never happened to any ship but the Endeavour. 

. On the follow ing day they steered a westerly course to get sight of tlie 
land, that a pa&aage between that land and New Guinea might not be ^ 
'miSBed, if there w'cre any such passage. This day the boat^ went out 
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to liftH, and met -with great sncccas, partieulxirly in catching eockleiji^' 
some of which M’cre of such an amazing size as to require the fltrengw 
of two men to move them. Previous to their leaving. Lieutenant Cook 
displayed the Englislx colours, and took possession, of nil the eastezA 
coast of the country, from the 38th degree of south latitude to the- 
piosent spot, by the name of Ntnv South Wales, for his sovereign the 
King of Grctit Britain; uj)on which three volleys of small arms were 
tired, and answered by an equal number from the JJndeavour. 

!Ncw South Wale‘s is a much larger country than any hitherto 
known, not deemed a continent, being larger than all Europe ; which 
IS pioved by the Endeavour having coasted more than two thousand 
nules, even il' liei tiack had been reduced to a straight line. At that 
time it did not appear much inhabited; not above thirty persons being 
over scon together but once, when those of both sexes and all ages'got 
together on a rock off Botany bay to view the ship, 'fhe men arc well 
made, <jf the midtllc size, and active in a high degree ; buttixeir voicea 
axe t»oft even to cffcmmacy. Tlirir colour is chocolate, but so covered 
with dirt as to look almost as black as negroes. 'J3xc women were 
seen tailv at a rliatancc, as the men constantly lett them behind. The 
(diicf (jynainent of those people is ilic bone thrust through the nose, 
■Nvhub the t^ailorh wlumaically termed their s]u*it-ftailyard; but besides 
this ihov xvoro ncckliccs fonned of shells, a small cord tied tuice oi; 
till ICC round the arm, between the shou^fler and the elbow, and» 
Btiing of pl'ut. d hinnim hair lound the waist, llieir huts are bu0fe 
with small rods, the tx\o endn of which were lixed into the ground, so* 
ns to form the iigme ol an oven, and covered with pieces of bark a^d 
palm leaves. The door, which is oulyhigli enough to sit upright in, is 
opp(jsUc the lire-placo ; they sleep xvitlx their heeh turned up towards 
their heads, and even in this ])ostuio the hut will not hold more than, 
four peoiile. They food on tin kangaroo, on stweral kinds of birds, Ott 
yams, and v'irluuh <ithcr kinds of fi uit, bui the principal .article of Buh- 
sistcnce is tish. Thru method of producing lire is aingular; having 
wiought one end uf a stick into an obtuse point, they iilaccd this point 
upon a piece of dry wood, and turning the upi ight stick \ ery fast back^ 
waud and forwarcl between theii hand^, the fire is soon produced* 
Having left Xevv South Waleji., Lieutenant C-ook successively touched 
at Now (luincH, Saow, and Batavia, liorn which place he sailed to the 
Cape (if Good Hope, and arrix od m England on tlie 12th of Junet 1771. 


CILIPTER IV. 

CAPTAIN’ cook's SECOND VOYAGE. 

Captain Cook again sailed from Dejxtford, on the 9th of April, 1772^ *5 
aoconixMinied by Captuin Fumeaux, in the Adventure. After 
voyage of Hev«rul months, tliey crossed the Aixtaxctic circle, in 
longitude of 39 deg. 35 min, E„ and in the latitude of 
36 min. 30 see. S. The weatlu'r Nvas tolerably clear, so 
could see several leagues around them, and yot one day thej^ 
Ohly seen one islai 1 of ice since the morning; bat about four p. 
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M they ^vei-e steering to the souths they observed the whole sea in e 
manner covered with ice, from the dircctiou of S.E. round by the S. 
toW. 

In this space thirty-eight ico islands, great and smalh were seen, 
besides louse ico in aWndance, ao that they wc^c obliged to lulT for 
one piece, and bend up for another; and as they continued to advance 
to the south, it ao much increased that at three quarters past six 
o'clock they could proceed no further, the ice being entirely closed to 
th^ south, in the wnule extent from £• to W.S.W., without the least 
appoaranco of any opening. This immense field u as composed of different 
Kmds of ice, such os iiigh hills, loose or broken pieces packed close 
together, and what is called by Greenland men, field ice. A float of this 
kipd lay to the S.E., of such extent, that no end of it could be observed 
from the mast-head. It was at Icost sixteen or eighteen feet high, 
and appeared of a pretty (qiial height and suilhce. Here many whales 
'Waro seen playing about the ice, and for two days before there had 
been observed several flocks of the brown and white pintadoca, which 
the navigators cijllod Antarctic petrels, because they appeared to be 
natives of that region. In every respect they were shaped like the 
pintadoea, differing from them only in colour. The hc^url and lure* 
0^ of the body of these were browr), and the hind part of the body, 
and wings were white. The white petrel also appoarj^-d m great 
tlllgllpaberg, with some few daik grey ulbatrosses, and the constant com- 
of the navigators, the blue petiel. Hut the common pintadocs 
quite disappeared, as well as oiany other sorts, whic^h arc common 
% lower latitudes. 

» It was noi thought at all pnidciit, after meeting with tlio iec, to 
0VSevere in getting further to the south; egp(«cially as tlie summer was 
ueady half spent, and it would have taken some time to have got round 
liu ice, even supposing it to have been practicable, which, liowever, 
was doubtful. Oil the Oih of February, 1773, when the ■weather 
eleared up, they could see several leagues round. At ton o'clock of 
tbe 25th of March, the land of New Zealand was bocti iium the 


lyMIst-head, and at noon, from the deck, extending from N.E. by K. 
te £*, distant ton leagues. Alter running about two leagues up 
Vuaky Hay, and passing Bcvci'al of the isles which lay iii it, they 
brought to, hoisted out tw'o boats, and anchored in lifty fathoms 
mter, ao near the shore as to reach it with a hawser. This wns on 
tae 28th of March, after having sailed 10,980 miles, without having 
pnoe sight of land. q| 

On the following day they got under sail with a light breeze, and 
Woifbing over to Pickersgill harbour, entered it by a channel scarcely 
twice the width of the ship; and in a small crock moored head imd 
stern, so near the shore as to r<each it with a stage, which nature had 
in a large tree, whose top reached the gunwale. In the 
they had ^ bl^ort interview with throe of the natives, one 
'|||>|||ieiW| two women. They were the iirst that discovered themselves 
lioith-ea&t point of Indian island, named so on this ucca- 
man hallooed to them. He stood, with his club in his 
IfMAt upon the pouit of a rock; and behind, at th< hkiita of the wckkI, 
the two women, each with a spear. The m uj could apt help 
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diBCovering ^cat sigiiA of fear M^hen they epproacHed the rook rrith 
tho boat, llP, however, stood firm; nor did he move to^ake up some 
tMngs they threw him ashore. At length Captain Cook 1andedf> and 
presented him with such articles as at once dissipated his fears. Pro- 
BPnily after they were joined by the two w'omen, the other gentleman, 
and some of the seamen. After this they spent half an hour in a chit 
chat, little understood on either side, in wliich the younger of the two 
women bore by far the greater share. Having fine goese left out of 
those brought from the Cape of Good Hope, thoy went with them 
next morning to (toosc Cave, named so on this account. They chose 
this x>lacG, for here were no inhabitants to disturb them, ami hero 
being the most food the gccMKC w'ould breed, and might spread over 
the whole country, fully answering the intention of leaving theiUt 

The country is exceedingly mountaiuouB, not only about Dusky 
Bay, but through all the southern part of the western coast of Tays4 
Pocnammoo; but the land bordering on the sea coast, and ell the 
isLuids, arc thickly clothed wjth wood, almost down to tho wuter^e 
edge. The trees ore of Aaiious kinds, and are fit for Jlie shipwright* 
tho houHO carpenter, and the cabinet maker, as well as tor many othet 
uses. Kxcopt in the river Thames, there is not finer timber ia aU 
New Zealand. What Dusky Bay most abounds wdth is fh.h; u boatv' 
with six or eight men, with nooks and lines, caught daily sufficient tM rj 
serve the ivliolc ship’s company. Of this article the vanety is 
equal to tho plenty, Tho hlicll-ilsh are mtlsclcs, cockles, BCaUQ|)u 
crfiyhsh, und many other sorts. The only amphibious animals 
souls ; tiicsc arc to be found in great numbers about thib bay, on 
small nu'ks and isles near the sea coast. 

After leaving Du*^ky Bay they directed their course alongshore fbflp 
Queen (charlotte’s tSuund, whore they expected to meet the Advea* 
turc, which hope, after on absence of fourteen weeks, they wore de¬ 
lighted to Had was icalised. 

One ot the first questions the natives asked was for Tupia, the per¬ 
son brought from (Haheitc ou the ibrmer voyage; and they expresaet}, 
some concern wdien told h^ was dead. It was said that some of thf 
visitors olLied their children for sale. Captain Cook &und, however* 
that this was a mistake. The report first took rise on board the Ad¬ 
venture, where they were utter strangeis to the language and QUOtolKUl 
of the people. It was very common for them to bring their children viih 
them, and x^rcsent them to the officers, in expectation that they would 
make them presents; this happened to Captain Cook. A man*” hg 
says, biought his son, a boy about nine or ten years of age, and proi- 
seuted him to me. As the report of selling their children was them 
current, 1 thought, at first, that he wanted me to buy the boy. But 
at last I found that he wanted me to give him a white shirt, which X 
accordingly did. The boy was so fond ol his new dress, that he went 
all over the ship, presenting himsell before every one that come in lu;^ 
way. This &etidom used by him offended Old Will, the ram goati 
who gave liim a butt with Ids horns, and knocked him backward oo. 
the deck. Will would have repeated his blow, had not some of thg, 
people come to tho boy's assistance. Tlic mi^tortune, hownveti 
aeeam to be irreparable. The shirt was dirtied, and he wsa a&aldto 
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appear iu the cabin before liin father, nntil brought in by Mr. Fostef, 
•^hen he told a very lameatablo story against goury the great dog (for 
ao they called all the quadrupeds we had aboard), nor could he be 
reconciled till his shirt was washed and diied. This stpiy, though 
extremely tnfling in itself, will show how liable we are* to niisUike 
these people's meaning, and to ascribe to them customs they never 
knew even in thought.” 

Having put to sea, the two ships in a few wrecks arrived at 
Otaheite. Most of the natives knew Captain (^;ok again, and many 
inquired for Mr. Hanks and others whtj were there before, but not 
one asked for Tupia* The next mornuig tliey aiuhored in O.uti-piha 
Bay, in twelve fathoms water, about two cables’ lengtli from the 
ahore. It was not till now that any one inquired after Tupia, and 
then but two or three. As soon as they learned the cause of his death 
they were quite satisfied; indeed, it did not appear that it would have 
occasioned a moment's uneasiness in the breast of any one, had his 
death arisen from other means than sickness. But they weie con¬ 
tinually asking cfor Mr. Banks, and several others who were in the 
former voyage. 

Before the vessels got to an anchor in Matavia Bay, their decks 
were crowded with the natives ; many of whom the captain knew, and 
Idmost all of them knew him. Soon after, Otoo, iHie king, attended by a 
numerous train, paid them a visit. He first sent into the i»hix> a large 
duantity of cloth, fruits, a hog, and two iaigc fish; and, after Mime 
.’l^suaaion, came on board lumself, witli his sister, a younger brtuher, 
and several more of his atteudauts. To all of them were made jire- 
sents; and, after brcakftist, the captain took the kmg, his sister, and 
as many more as he had room for, into Ins boat, and earned thorn 
home to Oparoe. He had no sooner landed than he was met by a 
vetierablo old lady, the molhw of the late Tout.iha; she seized both 
his hands, and burst into a flood of tears, saymg, “Toufaha Tiyo no 
Toutee matty Toutaha.” (Toutaha, your fnond, oi the friend of Cook, 
^ dead.) “ I was so much affected,’^’ says Cook, “ with her bch.iviourj 
that it would have been impossible for me to have leh.uned minglmj; 
nay te^us with filers, had uot Otdo come and taken me from hci, i, 
With some dii&culty, pi'ovuiled on him to let me see her again, when 1 
.g!av6 her Sn axe and some other things.” 

** One of tlie dfdcers on the quarter-deck," says Captain Furncaux, 

intended to drop a bead into a canoe for a little boy about six years 
old; by accident it missed the boat and fell into the sea, but the child 
toipaediatdy leaped overboard, and dmng after it, brought it up aguin, 
towmd his performance, we dropped some more beads to him, 
^which BO tempt^ a number of men and women, that they amused us 
with amoxing feats oi agility in the water, and uot only fetched up 
several beads scattered at once, but likewise large noils, which on 
SCGQUnt of their weight, descended quickly to a considerable depth. 
Some of them continued a long time tuider water, and the velocity 
with which we saw' them go down, the water being perfectly clear, was 
Tcry surprising. The frequent ablutions of these people seoiu to make 
swimming famdior to them from their earliest cliihlhood; and, indeed, 
itheir easy posture in the water, and the pliancy of their limbs, gave us 
reason to look on them as almost amphibious creatures.” 
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Trifling omamonts were most eagerly coveted by all ages and sexes, 
often prized much above .any other European goods however useful, 
so prevalent and powerful is the love ot ornament in our species. 
** The methods') to obtain them from us,” says Cook/' were very dif* 
ferentj and conscquoitly not always successful* When W'e distributed 
tt few beads to one'&ct of people, some young fellows would impudently 
thrust their hands in between them, and demand their share, as 
though it had been their duo; these attempts we always made it our 
business to discourage by a flat refusal. It was alitady become diffl- 
cult to deny a vonerablo old man, who, with a hand notyetpalsitd by 
age, vigorously prc.*Rcd on is, and with a peifeet reliance upon our 
good nature, whispered the petition in our ears. The elderly ladies,’ 
in general, made sure of a prize by a little artful flattery. ^Flicy com¬ 
monly enquired our names, and tlieu adopted na as ihclr sons, at the 
Bame time introducing to us tlie several relations whom w^e acquired 
by this means. After a seiies of little caresses, the old lady began— 
' Aima poe, eetcc no te tayo mettua Have you not a little bead 
for your kind mother? Such a trial of our iilial attachment always 
liad Its desired cflect, as we 




could not fail to draw the 
most favourable conclu¬ 
sions from tlionre in regard 
tothcgcneml kind dispo¬ 
sition of the people; for to 
expect a goful quality in 
others, of wdxich \vc our¬ 
selves arc not possessed, 
is a refiueincnt m man- ^ 

)iei.s peculiar in polished 
nations. Oar other female t 
relations, in-the bloom of 
youth, Willi some share of 
beautv, and constant en¬ 
deavours to please, laid a 
claim to oui affections by 
giving themselves the ten- 
ciernumc of sisters; and all 
ihe world will agree that 
this Attack was perfectly 
irresistible." 

We here introduce an» 
illustration of a chief ofi 
Rarotonga, an island bus 
a little way removed from 
Otalieite. His imposing ^ Caiep op UKUOTOVOk* 

head-dress, his fan, and the peculiar manner of tattooing will be 
especially renlarkcd. 

On the first of September the ahips unmoored. Some hourshefoS*e* 
they got under sail| a young man, whose name war Porco, eathe andi^*:; 
desired the captain w’ould take him mth liim ; the captain 
thinking he might be of service on some occasion. A» soon os 
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clfcuf of the bay, they directed their course for the Island of 
^ H^aheinCi and made it the day. At day*light in the morning of 
the 3rd, thej made sail for the haibour of Owharre; in winch the 
Itesolution anchored, about nine o’clock, in twenty-fom' fathoms 
ivater. The good old chief, Oi'eo, soon after made them n visit, toge¬ 
ther with some of Ins fiiencls, bringii^ a hog and some fruit; for which 
they made him a suitable return, BLe earned hU kindnehs ho far, as 
not to fail to send every day the very best of ready dressed fruit and 
toots, and in great plenty. * Before they quitted island, Captuin 
Fuineaux agreed to receive on board his ship a young man inamcd 
Omui, a native of Ulictea, where he had some property, of which he 
had been dispos^jcssed by the people of Bolabola. 

They now made sail for TJlictea. On the morning of the next day, 
they made a formal visit to Oreo, the chief of this part of the isle 
carding the necessary presents. They went through no sort ot ceie- 
mony on lauduig, but were at once conducted lu Oreo. He was sr>atrd in 
his own house, which stood near the water-side, whei'e he and his 
friejids received,their visitors with great coidxulity. Orcu cxprohwf’d 
much satisfaction at seeing the captain again, and anaircd they might 
exchange names ; this is considered Uie strougcHt muik of iiicndship 
these islanders can show to a stranger. Oreo inquired after Tupia, 
«nd all the genUemen by name, wlio uere witli Cook when he hist 
irisited the island. 


After leaving Vtietea, they steered to the west, inclining to the 
'Omith, to get mear of tlm tracts of former navigators, unci to get into 
tha latitude of the islands of Middleburgh and Amsterdam. On the 
Ist of October they modo the former ol these two islands, and tw'o 
each conaucted by two or three men, cumc boldly along- 
and some of theth eutered the ship without hesitation. As soon 
os all were on board, they made sail to Ainbterdam, The people 
'of this island were so little ofiaid that some met them in three cmiocs 


about midway betweeq the two isles. Mi. Forster and his party went 
botouiaing, oud several of the o£icers were out shooting. All ol them 
were very oivilly Ireat^ by the natives. They had also a bn-^k trade 
fear cocoa-nutOs yoiaa* pigs» and fowls; aB of which wi re produced lor 
' luula cloth. A boat hom each ship was employed in 

trading and off the^r cargoes as soon ns they v\ero 

laden, ycHp^ geiteroily tn a sh^ time. By thi& method they got 
cheaper*' and "Odth ttonWe, ^ good quantity of fruit, as w ell as 

toother people Who had no canoes to carry them off- 

to the # 

Amster^pl, m ae tho natives call it, Tongataboo, is wholly laid out 
in plantati^^OR ^ which are planted some of tho richest productions 
of nature, such as bread-fruit, cocoa-nut trees, plantains, bananas, 
shaddocks, yama, and some other roots, &ugar-cane, and a fiuit like a 
nectarine; in short, here are most of the articles which tlie Society 
Islands produce, besides some which they have not. , The lanes or 
Toads necessary for travelling are laid out in so judicioiu a manner aa 
^ open a free and easy communication from one part of the island to 
anomc^. Here ore no towns or villages ; most of the houses arc buift 
hi ^0^ plantations, with no other order that what oonvenieneo 
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quires; they are ueatly constructei^, but do not si^paHS those in the 
other isles. The materials of ^hich they are ouilt are the same, and 
some little variation in the disposition or the framing is all the differ*- 
enco iu their construction. The visitors saw no Jomestic animalbbiit 
hogs and fowls ; the foiincr aic of the same sort as at the other isles 
in this sea, but the latter arc far superior, being as large as any in, 
I'lui ope, and their flesh equally good, if not better* Tliey saw no dogs; 
it IS believed tlwy have none, as they were exceedingly desirous of 
those on boaid. 

The two vessels w^hich tompose their double canoes are each about 
sixty or seventy leet long, and foui or five broad m the middle, and 
each end terminates neaily in a point. Two such vessels are fastened 
to, and parallel with each other, about six or seven feet asunder, by 
strong cross-beams, secured by bandages to the upper pait of tlie 
risings. Over these beams, and some others M'hicli aae su]>ported by 
Rtiiuchions fixed on tlie bodies of the canoes, is laid a boarded plat¬ 
form. All tlxe parts which compose the double eanoc arc made as 
stiong juul light as the naluic of the w'ork will admit, and may bo 
iinmoigcd in water to the vciy platform without being in danger of 
filling. Nor is it post-ible, under any circumstances whatever, for 
them to sink, su long as they hold togctlici. Thus they aie not only 
veshcl'^ of burden, but lit f(*r distant naitgation. They arc rigged with 
one must, with step*- upon the platform, luid can easily be raised or 
taken down. For an ilhistiation of one of these canoes we miistiefer 
the reader to the eailier part of the accomU of Commodore JbSyion's 
voyage. The working tools of the natives are made of stone, bone, 
shells, &c., as at the other islands, Thcii knowledge of the utility of 
iron wn« no more than suflit leiit to teach them to prtler nails to beads, 
and such trifles; somo, but veryfcw% would exchange a pig for a 
laigc nail or hatchet. Old jackets, shirts, cloth, and even rags, w^ere 
in more esteem than the best edge-tool, and, consequently, they got 
but few axes but what were given them as presents. 

In about n fortnight after leaving this plain*, the voyagorfe made the 
land of New Zealand. November the 2ud, a gale abated, and was 
succeeded by a few' houis calm ; after that a breeze spiung up in the 
riorth-we‘<t, with wdiich they w'oighed, and ran up into Ship Cove, 
where they did not find the Adv^eiiture, which had separated a day or 
two before, from not observing a signal, as was expected, in Queen 
('harlottc's Sound. In the atternoon some of the officer's went oa 
shore to amuse themselves among tlie natives, where they saw the 
head and bowels of a youth, wjio had lately been killed, lying on the 
beach, and the heart stuck on a forked stick, wluch was fixed to the 
head of one of the largest canoes* One of the gentlemen bought the 
head, and brought it on bouid, W'hcie a piece o! the flesh was broiled 
and eaten by one of the natives, before all the officers and most of the 
men. That the New Zealanders are cannibals could not thencefor* 
ward be doubted^. 

On the 26th tlie navigators weighed, with a light breeze, out of Ihe 
cove. On the 20th they took their departure frem Cape rulliser, and 
steered to the south, inclining to the east, having a favourable gaH 
itOaft the north-west and south-west. At four o'clock on the 12th oi 
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Dficembcr, being in lAt, of 62 deg* 10 min* S., long. 172 cleg, 
W., they saw the first ice island, eleven and a half degrees farther 
south than tlie first ice seen the preceding year, after leaving 
.the Cape of (lood Hope* The 17th, falling in with a quantity of loose 
ice, they hoisted out two boats, and by noon got on board ns muen 
Os they could manage. The clenr weather, and the wind veer¬ 
ing to the north-west, tempted them to steei south, winch course they 
continued till the morning of the 20th, when the wind changing to 
north-onst, mtd the sky becoming clouded, they hauled up soutli-eust. 
In the aftenioon the wind increiised to a strong gale, attended with a 
thick frig, snow, sleet, and lam. The ligging at this time Wtis so 
loaded vuh ice that they had enough to do to get the topsails cloun 
to double the reef. On January Isl, 1771, the wind reinjiined not 
. long at east, but veered round by the south to the west; blew fresh, 
attended witJi snow showers. In the evening they passed two islands 
of ice; alter w'hich tlicysaw no more till they stood again to ihe 
■outh. 

On the 30tlr they perceived the clouds, over the lioiiiEoii to the 
south, to be of an unusually snow-white biightness, which they knew 
denoted their approach to field-ice. Captain Cook here says :—I 
will not say it w'us impossible anywhere to got farther to tlio south; 
but the attempting it would have been u dungcious and rash eutcr- 
priae, and what, 1 believe, no man in my sitmitiou would have thought 
of. It 'wsiHt indeed, my opinion, us well as the opinion of most on 
boaid, that this ice extended quite to the pole, or perhaps joined to 
some land, to wlucli it had been fixed from the earliest lime ; and that 
it is here, that is to the south of this pai allcl, wliere all the ace wc find 
Bcattoicdup and down to tlie north is first formed, and afterwartls 
broken off by gales of wind, or other causes, and brought to Iho 
north by the currents, which are alwaj ^ found to set in that diioction 
m the high latitudes. As w'C drew ne.u this ice some penguins woie 
heard, but none seen, and but few othci birds, or any othci thmg tiuit 
eould induce us to think that any land was n<uu\ And yet 1 ibink 
thcic niust be some to the south behind this ice; but if thei e is, it i an 
afford no better letreat for birds, or any otJicr animals, than the ico 
itself, with which it must bo wholly covered. I, Avho had ambition 
^not only to go further than any one had been betorc, but us lor as it 
was pos^ible for man to go, was not sorry at meeting A\ith this inter¬ 
ruption, as it in some measure relieved us, at least shortened tlic clan¬ 
gers and hardships inseparable from the navigation of the southern 
polar regions* Since, therefore, we could not proceed one inch fur¬ 
ther to uie south, no other reason noed be assigned for my tacking 
tuid standing back to the north." 

The navigators now arrived at Easter Island; and, having an¬ 
chored, Captain Cook landed ou the sandy beach, where some 
liundreds of the natives were assembled, who were so iiiipatieiit to 
See him and hia companions, that many swam oil to' meet the boats. 
Kof one had so much as a stick or weapon of any sort. After dis¬ 
tributing a few trinkets among them, the officers made signs for some- 
thing to cat; on which the natives brought dowm a few potatoes, 
'l^antaiiis, and sugar-canes, and exchanged them for nails, lookh^g* 
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glasbet, and pieces of cloth. Their visitors presently discovered that 
uiey were as expert thieves, and as disposed to tricking in their ex¬ 
changes, as any people yet met with. It was with some difficulty 
tliey could keep the hats on their heads, but hardly possible to keep 
anything in their pockets, not even w^jjj^lhe natives had sold to them; 
for they uould w^alch every opportunity to snatch it again, so that 
the visitors sometimes bought the same thing two ox three times over, 
and alter all did not gel it. 

The gigantic statues, so often mentioned, are not, in their opinion, 
looked upon as idols by the present inhabitants, whatever they might 
have bean in the days of the Hutch, at least they saw nothing that 
couhl induce them to think so. The statues, or at least many of 
them, urc erected on platforms, which serve as foundations. They 
are, as near ixs could be judged, about half lengths, ending in a sort of 
stump at the bottom, on which they stjuid. Tlic woikmanship is rude, 
but not bad; nor are the features of the face ili-formcd, the nose and 
chui 111 particulai, but the cars uro long beyond proportion ; and, as 
to the bodies, thcie is hardly anything like a human figure about 
tbexri. 

The n'lMgiitors tlionce proceeded to the Marquesas, and then madp 
Otiihcite, Liiul anchored ni Matavia Hay. This was no sooner known 
to the natives than many made a visit, and exiiressed not a little joy at 
seeing them again. In the comse of two or three days, Otoo, the 
king, and R<*veral othoi clutfs, with a train of attendants, brought as 
presents ton or a do/cn large hogs, besides fruits, which made them 
exceedingly welcome. 

Two days aftci Captain Cook went down to Oparee, accompanied 
by some of the ofTiccrs and gentlemen, to i>ay Otoo a visit by appoint¬ 
ment, As they drew near tliey observe^ a number of large canoes in 
motion ; hut were surpiised, when they arrived, to see upwards of 
300 ranged in order, ior some distance along the shore, all completely 
equipped and manned, besides i\ vast number of armed men upo^ the 
shore. The vessels ol war consisted of IGO large double CHnoes, very 
well equipped, manned, and armed. The chiefs, and all those on tho 
iighting stages, wcie dressed in their wai-habits—that is, in a vast 
qiujiitLiy of cloth, turbans, breast-plates, and helmets; some of the 
latter were of such a length ns greatly to inciunber the wearer. In¬ 
deed their whole dress seemed to be iU calculated for the day of battldj 
and to be dobigned more for show than use. The vessels were deco¬ 
rated with streamers, &c.; so that the whole made an imposing 
appealance, such as they never Lad seen before in this sea, and what 
no one would have expected Their instruments of w^ar were clubs, 
bpCiirs, and stones. The canoes were ranged close alongside of each 
other, uith tlu ir heads ashore and thch stems to the sea, the ad¬ 
miral*!, vessel being nearly in the centre. Besides the vessels of wur, 
there weio 170 sail of smaller double canoes, all with a Uttle house 
upon them, and rigged with mast and sail, w^hich tlie war canoes had 
not, Tluse were dcbigned for transports, lictuallois, &c,; for in the 
war-cunoes was no sort of provisions whatever. In these o3tf ve ssels 
there were no less tlian 7,760 men—a number which appears incre^Uble, 
especially as it was said they all belonged to the ^stnets of Attn- 
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hourou aud Ahupntca. la this compucatiou there were tUlowod to 
each war-canoe forty men, troops aud rowert, and to each of tlu* small 
ennoes eight. .Most of the gentlemen thought tho number of men 
belonging lo the war-cano^^vas still greater. When they got to 
MnUvia, tlu‘ir fijends tlure^Rd them that this tieet was pirt of the 
armament in tended to go against Mi moo, avhose chief had thronn olF 
the yoke of OtaUelte, and HS&umed an ludciieudeney. 

Alter having touched at some other islands, Captain Cook and hia 
party anchored at Amattafoa, when several of tho natives came off in 
canoes. They were vciy cautious at first, but at last trusted them- 
Bolres alongside, and exchanged, for pieces of cloth, ariows, some of 
which were pointed with bone, arid dipped in some giceu gummy 
feubstance, vthich was supposed to be poisonous. Two men having 
ventui'cd on boaid, after a short stay, wcic sent away with piescnts. 
The people of Mallieollo seemed to be quite a diffeicut natiun from 
any yet mot with, and to speak a dilfcrent language. Of about eighty 
wolds, uluch Ijli. Forster collected, huidly one boars any afBnity to 
the language spoken at any other island or place they had previously 
visited. 

Continuing a course to the south, they drew near the soutlieiii lands, 
which were found to consist of one large inland, and three or four 
smaller ones, lying off its north side. The two iioithornniost arc 
much the laiger, and me of a good height, lliev nunicd the one 
’Montagu, the other lluichinbroke, and tlie laige island Sandwich. 
At sumise, having discovered a new laud, bearing stnith, making 
three hills, this occasioned them to tack and towards it. Many 
of the natives got together in paitus, on soveial paits of the shore, all 
armed "with bows and spears. Some sivani of!, olhcis came in canoes. 
At fiist they were sh>, ancfkept at the distance of n stone’s throw ; 
they grew, however, insensibly bolder, and, at last, eamc under the 
Stern and made some exchanges. Duungthe night a Aolcano, which 
waif about lour uidcs lo the^vest, thiew up Mist quantities of fire and 
fimokc, as it had aho done tho night before; at evciy eruption it 
made a long rumbling noise, lilce that of tliuiider, or tho bJowing-up 
of large mineB. 

The preceding day Mr. Forster Icanit d from llie people the proper 
name of tho i3lund, w*hich they call Tanna. The pioduce is bread¬ 
fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, a fruit like a ncctaiinc, yams, tarra, a 
sort of potato, ‘'Ugar-canes, wild figs, a fruit like an orange, which is 
not eatable, and othci fruits and nuts, Tlie bread-fruit, cocoa nuts, 
lOid plantains, are neither so phmtifiil nor so good as at Otaheite ; on 
the other hand, sugar-canes and yams me not only m gieuter plciily, 
but of sU^rior quality, and inucli larger. The people are of the 
middle size, rather slender; many aic little, but few tall or stout; 

have good features aud agreeable countenances; like all 
the tr^cal race, they are active and nimble; and seent to excel in the 
use of arms, but not to be fond of labour. Both sexes arc of a very 
dark coloui, but not black; nor have they the legist chaiucteriatic of 
the negro about them. They make themselves blacker than they 
really are, by painting their faces with a pigment of the colour of 
black lead. The navigators named tlio harbour Port Kesolution,^ 
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after the ship, she being the first that ever entered it. On the 20th of 
September, as they were steering to the south, land was discovered 
bearing south-south-west. Breakers were seen about half-way be¬ 
tween them and the shore; tuid behind, two or throe canoes under 
sail, standing out to sea, as if their design had been to come ofll 
They had hardly got to an anchor at another island, before the}" were 
surrounded by a great inunbcr ^the natives, in sixteen or eighteen . 
canoes, most of whom were witnWit airy sort of weapons. On shore 
they found the same chief who had been Hf>en in one of the canoes in 
the morning, his name was Teabooma; and they had not been on 
shoic above tea minutes, before he called for silence. Being instantly 
obeyed by CA^ery individual present, he made a short speech; and 
soon after another chief, having called for silence, made a speech also. 
It 'wiui pleasing to see wdth what attention they were heard. Their 
spcpchcR Avere compo<tod of short sentences ; to each of wlrich tAA'O or< 
ihrt'C old men ansAveiod, by nodding their heads, and giving a kind 
of grunt, stignilieunt of approbation. 

The inhabitants are a strong, robust, active, w^etl-made peojile,, 
courteous and friendly, and not in the least addicted to pilfermg, 
which is more than can be said of any other tribe in this sea. They 
arc nearly of the same colour as the nath^es ofTanna, but have better 
features, more agreeable countenances, and are a much stouter race, 
a fcAv being ^een wdio measured six feet four,inches; some had thick 
lij)s, flat noses, and full cheeks, and, in some degree, the features and 
look of a negro. Two thiiigR contributed to the forming of such an 
idea: first, their rough mop heads ; and, secondly, their besmearing 
thou* faces AA'ith black pigment. Their hair and beaids ore in generm 
black. The former is very much friz/Acd, so that, at first sight, it 
appears hke that of a negro. It is, nevertheless, very diilereiit; 
though both Coarser and si longer than ours. The general onmments 
for both sexes arc car-rmgs of tortoise-fchell, necklaces or anirdcts, 
made both of shells and stones, and bracelets made of largo shells, 
Avhich they wear over the elboAv. The A^oyagcis called the island 
New' Caledonia ; and, if wo except Ncaa" Zealand, it is, perhaps, the 
. largest island in the South Pacific Ocean. It is about eighty-severi 
leagues long; but its breadth is not considerable, nor anywhere ex¬ 
ceeding ten leagues. It is a countiy full of hills and valleys, ot various 
extents, both for height and depth. On the 10th of the following 
month they discovered Norfolk Island. 

^ After leaving this iile they sto<>icd for Ncav Zealand, their inten¬ 
tion being to touch at Queen Charlotte's Sound to refresh the crew, 
and put the ship in a condition to encounter the southern latitudes. 
On the I7th, at dav-break, they saw Mount Eginout, coA^ered with 
everlasting snow. At midnight "they tacked and made a trip to the 
north, till three o'clock next luoming, A\'hen they boiu away for the 
Sound, On the next daA' they wxiit into the cove, wdth the seine, to 
try to catch sortie fish. Two hauls with the seine producing only four 
small fish, they, in some measure, made up for this deficiency by 
shooting several birds, which the flow^eis in the garden had drawn 
thither, as ako some old sluigs, and by robbing the nests of some 
young ones. In the afternoon Mr. "Wales, iu setting up his observa- 
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tory, diBcovored that several trees, which wore standing when they 
llMit saile<l fioni this place, had been cut down M'lth taws and axes ; 
«nd a few days after, the place whiro an observatoiy, clock, &c., had 
been set U]>, was also found in a spot different from that where Mr. 
Wales had placed his. It W'as, thcn^foic, now no longer to bo 
doubted that their consort, the Adventurer, had been in this covo 
aftef tliey hv'id left it, 

Nbthhig remaikable happened l4lthc 24th, when, in the morning 
tw'o ciiuocs were seen coining down the Sound ; but us soon as they 
'perceived the ships, they retired behind the point on the west side. 
Alter breakfast the navigators went in a boat to look for them, and as 
they piocccded along the shore shot several birds. The report of the 
muskets gave notice of their approach, and the native's discovoicd 
themselves in Shag Cove, by hallooing; but as their habitations wt'ie 
approached, they fled to the woods, eitcept nvoor thiee men, w ho 
stood on aribing ground near the shore, with their arms in their hands. 
The moment they landed, the natives knew them, Joy then look the 
place of fear, "'nd the rest hurried out of the w'oocls, and repeatedjiy 
embraced the visitors, leaping and skipping about hke madmen. 
There were only a few among them whose faces tlicy could recogiubc, 
and on asking why they were alraid, and inquiring for some of ihcir 
old acquaintances by name, they heard much about killing, whicii was 
60 variously understood tliat notliing could be gathered from it, so 
that, after a shfut stay, they took leave, and went on board. 

On the 3id of October, Mr. Piekersgill met with some of the natives, 
who related to him the story of a ship being lost, and the people being 
killed, but added, with great eamebtncss, it W'as not done by them. 
Early in the morning of the 5th, their old friends made Cook a Mbit, 
and brought a bcusouablc supply ol liBh, At the same time the 
captain cmbaikod in the pinnace, with Messrs. Forster and Sparnuan, 
in order to pioceod up tlie Sound, lie was desirous of finding the 
termination of it, oi rather of seeing if he could find any passage out 
to sea by the south-east, as he suspected one, fiom some discoveries 
made when fiist hero. In their w’ay up, however, they mot with some; 
fishers, of W’hora they made the necessary inquiry, and they all 
agreed that there was no passage to the sea by the head of the 
sound. 

Their old friends luu ing taken up their abode close by, one of them, 
whose name was Pedro, made Cook a present of a staff of honour, 
such as the chiefs generally carry. In return he drtssed Pedro in a 
suit of old clothcb, of which he was not a little proud, lie hud a 
fine ptrson, and nothing but his colour distinguished him iiom an 
European. Hming got him and another into a communicative mwid, 
the visitors began to inquire if the Adventure had been ihere during 
their absence, and they gave them to understand, in a manner wkich 
admitted of no doubt, that soon after they were gone bhe nniM’d ; 
that she staid between ten and twenty days, and had kft ten months. 
They likewise asserted that neither she nor any qilicr sliip had been 
stranded on the coast, us had been rejiorted. 

Leaving this place, .the maiinera rounded Cape Horn, then ranged 
from Cape Dcseada to Christmas Sound, and in due time arrived at 
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the Cape of Good Hopei aftev having made a few additional dMOO* ^ 
veriei’^ They learned here from Bome English seam6n..titat the Adven¬ 
ture had arrived at this place twelve mouths before, ahd ^at the crevr 
of one of her boats had been murdered and eaten by the people of 
New Zealand; so*that what they had bc&td iu Queen Cmiribtta’a 
Sound was no longer a mystery, a report which was afterwords fuHjr 
cotiiirincd. On the 2&Ui of June th^ made the land near Plyjnonfb. 
The next morning they anchored at Spithead, and the same day Capt, 
Cook landed at Portsmouth, and set out for London, in company with 
Messrs. Wales, Porsters, and Hodges, and also withOmai, whom they 
had brought ftom the Society Islands. 


CHAPTER V. 

tAPTAIK cook’s third VOVAOB. 

Captain Cook having, on the 9th of February, 1776, received a com- 
misbion to command his Mujobty’s sloop the Kesolution, went on board 
the next hoisted the peiidant, and began to enter men. At the 
same time the Discovery, ot‘ three hundred tons burthen, was bought 
into the srrvieo, and the command of her given 1o Captain 
who had been Cook’s seccud lieutenant on board the Ilesolution in Ida 
second voyage. ' 

As they were to touch at Otaheite and the Society Islmids, it had 
been determined not to omit this opportunity—the only one ever 
likely to happen—ef can'ying Omai back to his native country^ l|e 
left London with a mixture of regret and satibfucUon, Jle was fur¬ 
nished by hifl majesty with an ample supply of every article wbtehf 
during the intercourse with his country, the voyagers nad observed to 
be in any estimation there, cither ns useful or ornamental. He ho^ 
besides, received many presents of the same nature from Lord Sand¬ 
wich, Mr. Banks, and several other gcntleuien and ladies of hja 
acquaintance. In short, every method had been employed, bo& 
during his abode in England and at his departure, to make him 
instrument of conveying to the inhabitants of the islands of ^ePattid^ 
Ocean, the most exalted opinions of tbo greatnesB and generouty w 
the British nation. 

The liesolution sailed on the 12th of July, the Discovc^ being to 
follow her, and bn the 18th of October they anchored in Table 
In the early part of tlic following month the Discovery arrived In 
bay, having been .partially detained by a gale of wind. They ttoa 
proceeded iu company to Christmas Harboiur, and having sailed Jjfean 
thence, on January 1777, discovered the coast of Van . 

Land. They stood for and anchored in Advmiture Bay. SooadENt;,' 
they were ognscably raxprised, at the place where they were cutting 
wood, with a visit from some ^ the natives’-^elght men and a boy*^ 
They approached without betraying any marks of fear, or riUhet with 
the greatest confidence ima^aole, for none of them had any weapons. 
They were quite nakcd| and wore no ornmnentsi unless we consbte 

veil, m s 
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web, vind as a proc^ of their iove of finery, some lar^e punctures or 
raised on different parts of their bodies, some in ittraight and 
Others in curved hues. They were of fhe common stature, but rather 
slender. Iheir skin was black, and also their hair, which was as 
WO(dly as that of any natii'c of Guinea, but they were not distin* 
guished by remarkably thick lips nor flat noses; on the contrary, 
their iDatures were fat from being disagreeable. They had pretty 
good eyes, and their teeth were tolerably even, but very dirty. Most 
of them had their hair and beards smeared with a red ointment, and 
a<»ne had their faces also painted with the same composition. 

On the morning of the 30th of January, d light breeze springing up 
fi'om the ivest, the voyagers weighed anchor, and put to sea from 
Adventure Bay. In the following month they anchored in their old 
station, Uuecn Chailotto's Sound. They had not been long at anchor 
before several canoes, filled with natives, came alongside ot the ships; 
but very few" would venture on board, which appeared the moic ex¬ 
traordinary, as w'as well known to them all. There was one 
man in particular amongst them, whom he had treated wdth rcmai'k- 
ftble kindness during the whole of his stay when last here ; yet now, - 
nifithev professions of fricudsliip, nor presents, could prevail upon him 
to come into the ship. This shyness w'as to be accounted for only on 
supposition that the natives were apprehensive they had revlbiicd 
the county in order to revenge the death of Captain Furneaux's 
Observing Omai, whom they must have remembered to have 
seen on board tlie Adventure when tlie melancholy aflaii happened, 
and whose first convcisation when they approuchi'd generally turned 
on that subject, they could not but be w'ell assured that the captain 
was no longer a stranger to it. He thought it necessary, therefore, 
to use every endeavour to assure them of tlie continuance of his firiciid- 
fldiip, and that he should not disturb them on tliat account. Amonj^st 
the occasional visitors was a chief named Kahoora, who headed Uie 


party that cut off Captain Fumeaux’s people, and himseli killed 
Mr. Rowe, the officer wdio coiumondcd. To judge of the character 
of Kahoora by w^hat they heard from many of his countr^'meu, 
ha aeemed to be more feared than beloved among them. Not satis¬ 
fied with telling Cook jdiat ho was a very bad man, some of 
them even importuned him to kill Kahoora; amd were not a little 
surprised that nc did not listen to them, for, according to their ideas 
of ei^ity, this ought to have been done. 

. WnUst at this place, curiosity prompted thorn to inquire into the 
citxumBtances attending the melaucholy fate of their counttymen, and 
Omai was made use of as interpretor for this., purpose. Pedro, and 
the aefttof the natives present, answered all the questions that were 

* 4hem on the subject, wi^out reserve, and like men who ore 
no dread of punishment for crimes of wfiilch they are not guilty. 
Por they already knew that none of them had been concerned in the 
^llt^Oppy transaction, 'lliey said, that Mobile the seamen were sitting 
% aiiiner, surrounded by several of the natives, some of the latter 
or snatched from them, some bread and fish, for whi^h ihef 
were beaten. This being resented, a quarrel ensued, and two 
Zealandera vfere shot dead by tho only two maskeU were 
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fat beforr Iho $eamon had time to disrdiarffo a thirds or to load afaki 
those that had becix tired, the aativea xushed m» ovrq>owerw»dthiMn 
with numbers, and put Uiem all to deaths Fedro and his oompamoBflt 
besides relating the history of the massacre, made them acquamted 
with the very spot that was the scene oi it. It is at the cornci cf 
the cove, on the light hand. They pointed at the place of the Sim* to 
mark at what hout of the day it appeared at the tunc; and, according 
to this, it must have been late in the afternoon. They also shovm 
flip place whcie the boat lay ; it was about two hundred yatds 
distant from that whrie the crew was stated. One of their number# 
a black servant of C'aptain Fumcaur, wa^ left m the boat to take care 
oi hci. 

For some tuno before they arrived at Now Zealand, Omai had ex« 
pre8«cd a ctosii c to take one of the natives with him to his own country. 
They had not been there many days, before he had an opportunity of 
being gratihcd in this, foi a youth, about seventeen or eighteen yeari 
of age, named Tmeihaiooa, ciifer^ to accompany hirri, and took up 
his 2 evidence on board. That Taweiliarooa might be Uent away in u 
manner becoming his birth, another youth was to hare gone with him 
as a servant, and with thib vicw% remained on board till they wetu 
about to sail, when hts friends took him on short, However, hiaplaou 
was supplied, next morning, by another, i boy of about nine or tau 
years of age, named Kokoa. 

On the 2^th of Fcbiuory, at ten o*clock lu morning, a 
breeze spnug.ng up, tiicy weighed, stood out of the sound, and IboSA^ 
sail thiough the strait with the Discovciy in company* A ibw dayi 
afterwards, their con<«oit made the signal nf seeing land, which tlu^ 
Roon found to bo an island of no great extent, and stood for it till tun- 
set. At this time n small canoe was laun<died, in a great hutry, firems 
thcfuathei end oi the IkuiIi, and a man getting into It, put ofil oi 
with a view to reach them. After some tutte, another man )oim4 
him in the canoe, and they both paddled towards the ship. Stii4 
however, they would not vontuic on tioard, but told Omai, who ua* 
(lerstood them pretty well, that their counErymen on shoic had given 
them this caution, at the same time directing them to inquire ttam 
Whence the ship came, and to learn the name of the captain. The 
£nglL>«h inquired the name of the inland, which they called Mar^a 
or Mangeea; the name of the chief, they said, was Orooaeeka. This 
island, however, could not be risiteu. It appeared capable of 
supplying all the wonts of the navi^^ators. Ine natives of this 
isle seemed to resemble those of Ot^icitc and the MarquHtas 
the beauty of their persons, more than any other nation on die seas t 
havmg a smooth skin, and not being muscular, llieir general dispu* 
sition also corresponds,^ far as there were oppoi tunitids for Jttdgiufi 
Witli that which difttin^jj^hes the drsT mentioned people. 

After leaving Mangea, on the aftomoou of the 30th of March, they 
continued noruiward all that night, and tUl noon on the Slat, when 
they again saw land, distant cignt or ten leagueM, Next morning, at 
eight o’clock, they had got within four leagues, and could now ppo« 
nouilcc It to be an island, nearly of the same appearance and extent 
with that so lately left. At the same time, another island, much 
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Ka»ller« xight dhea4. Itw^ not long: before tbtoe canoes 

etoBe alongside of the liesolution, each conducted by on6 man. They 
ure long and narrow, and aie supported by outriggers. Some knives* 
hoacU, uud other triiles, vrere coui^eycd to their visitois; and they 
rve a lew cocoa-nuU ou being asked for thoui. Not long after, u 
ublo canoe, in which were twelve men, approached them. As they 
drew near the ship, they recited some ivords in concert, by way of 
ehorus, one of thoir number iirst standing up, and giving the word 
before each repeution. When they had ^i^icd theu solemn chuun 
they came alongside and asked for the chief. 

At three iathe afternoon, Mr. Goie s.ud that he had examined ul] 
the west side of the island, without iiudiLg a place where a boat 
could hind, or the shij^s anchor, the shore being evi^iywhcre bounded 
by asleep coml-rock, ngaiust which the sea brok^iu a dnarKul surf, 
woitgh which some of them swam from the boats. Scare* ly had 
Omai landed, when he found, amongst the crowd, three of his own 
countrymen, natives of the Society Islands. At the distnnee of about 
two hundred longucs from those islands, :in immense unknown occ.oi 
intervening, with such wretched sea bouts as their inhabitant's are 
Imown to use, and fit only for passage where sight of land is sc.irtcly 
ever lost, such a raectuig, at such a place, may be well looked upon 
WBOne of those unexpected occurrences uith which the writers of 
firigued mlvcnlures love to sui prise thf^ir readers. It may easily be 
Ipl^ed widi what mutual astonisUinent and SHtist'actioii they en¬ 
gaged in conversation. Their stoiy ih an attecting one. 

About twenty x>ersons, of botli sexes, had embarked on board a 
^)anoe uX Otaheite, to eross over to llie neighbouring island of ITIictcn, 
Jk, violent contrary wind arising, they could neither reach the latter, 
|kdr get back to the former. Their intended passage being a very 
•hurt one, their stock of provisions was scanty, and soon cxlij^ustccl. 

hardshi;ps they suffered, wlulc driven along by the storm, tliey 
Imaw not whither, ere not to be ounceivod, Theypaesed many davs 
V)fithout having any thing to eat or dhnk. Their numbers gradually 
diiainiHhedi worn out by famine and fatigue. Fo^ir men only survived, 
udion the canoe overset; and tbcu the loss of this small remnant 
jqiemed inevitable. However, they kept hang^ by the side of tlieir 
waaacl, durmg aome of tho last days, till Frovldonco brought them in 
of the ^ople of this island, who immediately sent out canoes, 
Ipc^t them off their wreck, and brought them ashore. Of the fpur 
a^o were tliu« saved, one was since dead. The other throe, who lived 
iB^ve this opportunity of giving an account of their perils and de- 
Jiverance, anoke highly of the kind treatment they here met with. 
Jkjxd so well satisfira were they with their situation, that they refused 
Ihfi offer made to them by the gentlemen, at Omni’s'request, of giving 
them a passage to their native islands. Thqgjjjmilarity of maimers and 
limguage'hadxnoa'c than naturalized thdiPf Wu the he&lx connexions 
Itot had been formed ou this spot, and which it wdiild hnxe been 
painful to have broken oiT, after such a length of time, suiiibi^tly 
mtseqxmt for tlieir declining to revisit tho places of their birtln 

been upon this island at least twelve years. " ' 

. The navigators next proceeded to Uervey's I»laad^ and afref 
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sotue other isJands they got to Annainooka. While prcpArstions were 
making for watering, Cook went OKrhore, accompanied by Captain 
Clcrke and »ome of nis officer, tu lix on a place where the obaeTiNa<^ 
toriod might bo^set, and a guard be stationed; the natives havings 
readily given leave. Toobou, die cluef of the island, conducted hist 
and Omai to his house. They found it situated on a pleasant spot^ in* 
the centre of his plantation. A fine grass-plot surrounded it, which, 
'I’oobou gave them to understand, was for tlie puipose of (‘leaning their 
fin t before they went in doois. They had not before observed such an 
instanco of attention to cleanlmcss at any of the places in this ocean; 
but aftcrwaid found that it was very common at the Friendly Islands. 
The tttjor of Toobou's house was covered with ; and no carpet in 
the elegant English drawing-room could bo kept neater. SVhile 
on sliore they procured a fewhogs and some fruit by bartering; and 
before iliev got on board again tlie ships were crowded with 
nuiivcs. Few romiag empty handed, cvety necessary refireehmefit 
M'U'’ now in the gieatest plenty. 

On the Gth of Ajiril they were visited by a great cKleffrom Tonga-* 
taboo, whose name was Fecnou, and whom Taipa was pleased to 
duce as king of all the Friendly Islands. The officer on shore !nf<mtihd 
Cook that, when he first arrived, all the natives w^cre ordered out to 
meet him, and paid their obeisance by bowing their heads as low 
his feet, the sedes of which they also touched with each hand, first 
with the palm and then with the back part. * There could be littis 
room to suspect that a person received w"ith so much respect could" ba 
anything less than the king. 0 

In the afternoon Cook went to pay this great man a visit, having 
first received a present of two fish from him, brought onboard by otee 
of his servants. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, b^A 
thin, and had more of the European features than any yet seen heto, 
A^Ticn the first salutation was over, Cook asked if he was the 
Taipa officially iuisworcd for him, and enumerated no less than In 
iblonds of w^hich, he said, Feenouwaa the sovereign. After a idiollt 
stay, tlicir new visitor, and five or six of his attendants, occompasltod 
the captain on board, who gave suitAble presents to aU, and entois 
tained them in such a manner as he thought would be most agreOaMK 

Feenoti, understandii^ that Cook meant to proceed directly to 
gataboo, importuned him strongly to alter this plan, to which Ito 
express^ as much aversion ns if he had some particular intereirt^ 
promote. In preference to it, he warmly feeommeftd^ an island, 
rather a group of islands, called Hapaee, lying to the north*Call#» > 
There, he assured him, th%y could be supplied moat easily and^Caiti^, 
fuUy with every refreshment; and, to add weight to lus advice; jto' 
engaged to attend then^iiiher in perscpi. At day-break on thn 
&ey steered narth-easflU Hapaee, now m sight; and they c^idd 1 
it to be low land, from the trees only appearing above the water. A 
nine o^clock they could see it plainly, forming three islands, 
au e^ual size; and, soon after, a fourth, to the southward 
latM as the others* Each seemed to be about six or seven miles bittg, 
apd pf a similar heis^t and appearance, 

imchorea, the chief conducted Captain Cook to a housC^ IW 
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al^ut, situated close to the sea-beach, brought thither but afe^v 
uuuutes before foi* tlieir reception. In this Feenou, Oniai, and the 
coptaiu were seated. The other chiefs and the multitude composed a 
circle on the outside, fronting them; and they also sat down. Cook 
ww lihen asked, how long he intended to stay ? On lus saying, ft^e 
da^s, Taipa was ordered to come and sit by him,«and to proclaim 
this to the people. He then harangued them, in a spcecli mostly dic¬ 
tated by Feenou. Tlic purport of it wa^, that they wore sill, both old 
and young, to loJik ujmn Cook as a friend, who in'tended to remain 
with them a few days; that, during his stay they must not steal nny- 
tliing, nor nicdest him in any other way; and that it was expected 
they should bring lutj^ hogs, fowls, fruit, and other things, to the 
shi^, where they would receive, in exchange, such and such articles, 
which he enumerated. Soon after Taipa had dnished this address to 
the assembly, Feenou left them. Taipa then took occasion to signify, 
that it was necessary the captain should make a present to the chief of 
the island, whose name was Earoupa. Cook was not unprepared for 
thi«, and nve hhn such articles us far exceeded his expectation. His 
lifaeralitybrought demands of the same kind from two chiefs of other 
isles, who were present, and from Taipa himself. 'Vilien Feenpu 
aetumed, which was immediately after Cook had made the last of 
these presents, he pretended to be angry with Taipa for suiferiAg him 
to gire away so much; but he looked upon this as mere dnessc, being 
conftdent that he acted in concert with the others. Cook now took 
hlt'Seat again, and ordered Earoupa to sit by him, and to harangue 
^ke peoq^, as Taipa had done, and to the same purpose, dictating, as 
iMrfm, tBe heads of the speech. ^ 

About no<m a large sailing canoe oamc under the stern, in which 
WM a person named Futtafaihe, or Poulaho, or both; who, as the 
natives then on board said, was king of Tongataboo and of oU the 

islaiids. It was a matter of surprise to have a stranger 
ittfioduiOed uiider this character, which they hod so much reason to 
bdieve really belonged to another. But the natives persisted in tlieir 
uoDunt of the supreme dignity of this new visitor; and now, for the 
&et time, owned that Feenmi was not the king, but only a subor- 
dhutte ehief, though greajtpower, as he wUs often sent from Ton^- 
taboo to tike oti^ islandB on warlike expeditions, or to decide 
d^Esmiees. It being the interest, as well as the inclination of the 
to pay court to all the great men, without making inquiry 
bio vamity of their assiuned tides, they invited Poulidio on. 
bcMffiii. He could net be an unwelcome guest, for he brought with. 
Mlin, SB a present, two good &t hogs, thou^ not so fat as hims^f; 
ItWBight of body could give rank or rawer, ne was certainly the most 
siMAmU man, in that respect, they nad for, though not very 
he was very unwieldy ohd almost shv^ess with oorpolence, 
Th siffined to be about forty years of age, hi^txaight httir» and his 
4 Mhsres diffisred a good deed from those of the bulk of his fwAo* 
^MMsy iotmd him to be a sedate, sensible xnan. He viewed the ampr 
mud tiie several new objects, with tincommon attention, and aAkw 
snany pertinent questions; one of which was, what oould 
to vwt these islands } After he had satislied his euariOsity in let1i|^^ 
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at tlia cattle, and other novelties which ho met with upon deckr. tlwi. 
captain desired him to walk down into the cabin. To thi^iaotnec^ 
hU attendants objected, saying that ii*ho were to accept cf that invi¬ 
tation it might happen that people would walk over his head, which 
could not be j>enmtted. Cook directed Omai to tell them th^t he 
would obviate their objection, hy giving orders that no ouc should 
presume to walk upon that part of the deck which was over the cabin* 
Whether tliis expedient would have satisfied them fur from ap¬ 
pearing ; but the chief himself, less scrupulous in this respect thou hU 
attendants, waived all cciemonj", and walked down without any 
Btipulation. 

Poulaho sat dovm to dinner, but ate little, and drank lose. When 
llttjy rose from the tabic he desired Cook to actompuuy hint ashore* 
Omai was asked to be of the-party, but he was too iaithtully attached 
tuFcenou to show any attention to his competiUu ; and, therefore, 
excused himself. The captain attended the chief in his own boat* 
having first made pre>sents to him of such articles as he could obsert^e 
he valued much, and were even bej'ond his expectation to roocive. 
He was not disappointed in the view of thus securing his fiiendiihip ; 
for the moment the hoat reached the beach, and, before he quitted her, 
he ordered two more hogs to be brought and delivered tu the people, 
to be conveyed on board. 

i)u.thc 4th, at seven in tlio morning, they weighed i aud» with a 
£rc'<h gale, stood away for Annamooka, where they anchored next 
morning, ncuiiy in the same station they hud so'lately occupied* 
About noon, next day, Feenou amved from Vavaoo. He told them 
that several canuA laden with hogn and other provisions, which hu«I 
sailed witli him from tliat island, had b«}cn lost, owing to the late 
blowing weatlier; that everybody on Imord had perished, Thia, 
mcbxncholy talc did not seem to affect any of his countiymea wbu 
heaid it; and they were, by this time, too wxll acquainted with lux* 
character to give much credit to such a storv. The foliuwiug Juora- 
ing Poulaho, and the other chiefr who had been wind<-bound 
him, arrived. The captain happened at thU time to be asliorj9r 
company with Feenou, who seemed sensible oTthe impropiiety of his 
conduct iu assuming a cliaractcr that did not belong to him ; fbr hu, 
not only acknowledged Poulaho to be king of Tongatabou and 
other isles, but uifected to insist muck on it, With a view to mwo 
amends for his former presumption. ; 

Next morning they weighed and steered for Tongfidnboo, having.^ 
gentle breeze from the uorth-oast. About fourteen or ftfeeqn saihfi^ 
vessels, belonging to thenaiivea, act out with tliem; but everyjonw 
of them outran the shipet considerably. Soon after tliey had anchored. 
6 ook landody accempanitd by some of his officers and Omai* T1 
ibuad the king waitinrikpon the beach. He immediately conduct 
them to a small neat noaae, situated a little within the skirts of 
wood, with a line large area before it. This house, he told Cook,, Waa 
at his service during nis stay at the island, and for a better 
he could not wish. , . . 

Towards noon Poulaho brought with him his son* a yoiiaii'abcnit 
H^e yesiTB of age. Cook had his company at dinner; Jio% 
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Ih^ugh prcsont^ ^as not allowed to sit down mth him., It was 
oonvenieut to have him for a guest; for when he w^as present, which 
became generally the ease, every other native w^aS excluded from 
the tabic, and but few of them would remain in the cabin. In the 
course of time the voyagers acquired bume certain information about 
the rdative situations ot the several great men Ihing hero. 

ISarly tlic next xnomiug the king came on board to uivitc Cook to 
an entertainment which ho proposed to give the same dav. He had 
already been under the barber’s hands, his head being all besmeared 
'with red pigment, in order to redden hU hair, wdiieh w^as naturally of 
a dark broun colour. Alter breakfast Cook attended him to the t^hore, 
and found his people verj' busy in tw*o places in the front of their 
area, fixing m an upright square position four very long posts, about 
two feet horn each other. The bpacc between the posts was afterwards 
filled up with yams ; and os they went on filling it, fastened pieces <jf 
stick across from post to post, at* the distance of about cver^ tour feet, 
to climb up by, and aUo to prevent the posts from separating by the 
wc^ht of the enf^osed yams, 'When the yams had reached the top 
of Jme first posts they fastened others to them, and so continued till 
01 ^ pile was about the height of thirty feet. On the top of one they 
two baked hogs, and on the top of the other a living one; 

^ another they lied by the legs lialf way up. It was matter oi curio ftity 
' to observe wiui what facLlity and dcbpatch these Iavo piles w^ere raised. 
After they had completed thei^ the}*' made several other liea^ of 
yams and breud*fruit on each side of area, to which were added a 
turtle and a large quantity of excellent fish. All this, with a piece of 
a mat, and some red feathers, was the kil4||^ present to the 
cauh^i; and he seamed to pique himself on exceeding, as he really 
diq» feenou's liberality, wlaeh they experienced at ILapaec. Accom*« 
ponied by a feiv of the Idng’s attendants, aud Omal as interpreter, 
they walked out to take a view of a fiatooka, or buryiug-place, which 
they had observed to be almost close by the house, and was seemingly 
much more extensive aud of more consequence than any they had 
se^n at the other islandb. They W'cre told it belonged to the king. 

Uliey soon afierwarda left this place, touclied at Middlcburgli, and 
having obtained much information with regard to the neighbouring 
islands, they directed their course to Otaheite. Having arrived lici'e, 
a chief, whom they had known before, named Ootee, and Oxnai's 
brother-in-law, who chanced to be now at this part of the island, and 
three or four moro persona, all of-whom knew Omgi before hu em« 
barked with CiqitAin fmneaux, came on board. Yet there w'as 
nothing tender or striking iu their meeting. On the contra^, there 
socmed to be a perfect maifTerence on both sides, till Omai, .having 
taken his brother down into tlie cabin, opened the drawer where he 
kc^t his red feathers, and gave Idm a fcw||k This being presenUy 
known axxumgst the rest of the natives upon o^k, the face of afimrs 
won entirely turned, .and Ootee, who would hardly speak to Otn^ 
\ ^-now begged that they might be tayoa—^thai is, Mends^-ajp^ 

, okehoDge names* Omoi actceptea of tills honour, and confiripefi 
^ a present of ted feathqrs ; and Ootee, hy way of 
pfiluare/or a hog. Soon a£t^ they hod anch^ed, Omai'a 





oftboiurd to see him. They were happy to observe, mtiib to the hosiouV; 
rf both, their meeting was marked with expressions of the tcnderest; 
affection, easier to be conceiv(»d than described. 

On'the 2ud of Sei>tembor, the sliips being at Eimeo, Mahente, the 
chief of the island, paid tlicm a visit. H^e approached the ship with 
greut caution, and it required some persuasion to get him on hoardt* 
l^robably he wa<5 under some apprehension of miscliief from them, as 
friends of the Otahoiteans, these people not being able to understand 
how they ran be friends with any one, without adopting, at the same 
time, his cause against his enemies. Mahcine was accompanied by his 
wife, who IS sister to Onmo, of Otaheilo, This rhiuf who, with a few 
lollowTrs, had made liimself in n manner independent of Otaheiie, 
was betweem forty and fifty years old. He was bald-headed, wMeh 
is rather an nncommoii appearance in tliese islands at that age. .Ho 
W'ore a kind of turban, anti seemed ashamed lo show his head. 

Having left Eimeo, witli a gentle breesse and fine weather, at day- 
brealt, the navigators next morning saw' Iluaheine. At noon they 
anchored at the north entrance of O’wharrc harbour, oTi the west side 


of the island. Thdr arrival brought all the principal people to the 
ships the following morning. This was Just what they wished, as it 
was high time to think of settling Omai; and the presence* of these 
chiefs would enable C^ook to do it in the most satisfactory manner. 
One of them immcdiatelj*'expressed himself tp this effect—** That the 
whole island of Iluaheine, and everytliing in it, were the captain^s; 
and that, therefore, he might give what portion of it he pleased to his 
friend.*' Omni, whot like the rest of his countrymen, seldom ace 
things beyond thS^Sresent moment, was greatly pleased to hear this, 
thinking, no doubt, that he should be very iibeiul, and giTC him 
enough. Upon this, some cliiefs who had left the assembly were 
called, and, after a short consultation among themselves, the request 
wMs granted by general consent, and the ground immediately pitched 
upon, adjoining to the house wdicre the meeting W'as held. The ex¬ 
tent along the shore of the harbour was about tw'o hundred yards, and 
its depth to the foot of the hill somewhat more; but a proportional 
part of the hill was included in the grant. As soon as Omai wus 
settled in his new liabitation, ^ok began -to think of leaving tho.; 
island, and got everything off from die shore, except the horse and 
mare, and a goat with kid, w'hich were left in possession of his friend, ' 
with whom they weie now- finally to part. He also gave him a boar 
and two sow's of the English breed, and he had got a sow or two of 
his own. He had picked at Otahelte four dr five of the lower chtas 
of peojilo as sert'ants. Tlie two New Zealand youths also remudned 
with him ; and his brother and some others joined him at Huaheine, ' 
His European weapons en^nsisted of a muskeg bayonet, and cartoueh^ 
box, a fowling* piece, tiMl pair of pistols, and two or three sWords otr 
cnlksses. • , ' ^ 

On the 2nd of November, at four in the afternoon, they toolt 
vqn^G of a breeze which tlien spnmg up at cast, and- sailed out rf^' 
ttH^arbour. Omai went ashore, after taxing a very ^ 

' uU the officers. Ho susto^ed himself with a 

eame to the captain, then his utmost efforts to coheiad Uff ^ 
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fiiflod; and Mr. King, *who M^cnt in tlie hoixU said that he 'iK''ept 
all 1^ tiaie In going abhore. 

After having visited Bolabola on tlie 18th of January, an island 
xnade its appearance, and soon after they aaw more land entirely de¬ 
tached from It. At this time they were in some doubt whether the 
land was inhabited, but they soon saw ^ome canoes cuuiiug off honi 
the shore toward the hhips. They had iruni three to mx men each; 
and, on their approach they wi're agreeably surprised to find that th(^y 
hpoke the language of OU&cile, and of the othei iblands lately visited. 
Cook, in the couiso of his voyages, never befon* met witli tlie natives 
of any place so much astonished as these were upon entering a ship, 
'i’beir eyes were eontinually iiyiug from one object to another, ihe 
wildncss of their looks and gestures fully expressing their entiu* ig¬ 
norant c about everything they saw, showing clcuily that till now tht'y 
had never been visited by Europeans. They arc oi a middling statui(\ 
firmly made, with some exceptions, neither rcniaikablc loi a beautiful 
shape nor for striking features, and their expression was rather of 
opexuriess and gdbd nature than of ake<m, intelligent disposition. They 
are vigorous, active, and most expert swinuucjs, leaniig their canoes 
vfon the most trifling occabion, diving under them, and suimniing to 
others, though at a groat distance. It was very comniou to sec 
women with infants at breast, when the surf was so high tliat tliey 
could not land in their canoes, leap overbouid, and, wdthoul endan¬ 
gering their little ones, swim to the shore through a sea that looked 
dreadful. 

They now^ stood away to the northw^ard, and on 20lh of Maich 
agom saw land* between two points, tlie shore a iaige baj, 

vraich they called Hope Bay, expectuig, from the appearance of the 
land, to find it a good harbour. The event proved they weie not 
miaUkm. 'three canoes came off to the ship; in one of these were 
two men, in ancHher six, aud in the third ten. .Having come pretty 
nau*, A person in one of the tw^o last stood up, and made a long 
hsnmguc, inviting them to land by his gestures. At the same time, 
he kept strewing handfuls of feathers towards them, and some of bis 
companions threw handfuls of a red dust or powdci in the same 
matmer. The peraon who played the orator wore the skin of some 
aiiimiil, and held in 
shaking it. 

A great many canoes, filled with the natives, were about the ships, 
and a trade commenced, which was carried on with the strictest 
hoaosty on both sides. The articles they offered for sale wexe skins 
of anu^s, such as bears, wolves, foxes, deor, racoons, pole-cats, 
maS'iins, axid, in particular, of the bc«-otters, whicli ore ibund at the 
isUatds east of Kamtachatlm. Besides the bkius in their uaU\e bhape^ 
tbsy also brought garments made of them, and another sort a£ cloth* ^ 
ing made of the bark of a tree, or some plant like hepip; weapons^ ' 
aneh as bows, anrows, and spears, fish-hooks, and inatrumeuts ^ 
Tieil 0 as kinds; wooden vizors of many different monstrous figures; a 
MPt of woollen stuC or blanketing; bogs filled with rad 
picneea of corrad wtirk, beads, and several otlicr litfie omameiuts of 
ihinlMM and iron, shaped like a hetrso-shoc, which they ho i ^ 


etuh hand something wliich rattled ob he kept 
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their noses; and several chisels, or pieces of iron, fixed to 
^om their possessinc; these metaiH, they had either beekt visited 
before by some civUized nation, or had connexion with tribes on theii^ 
continent, who had communication with them. But the most extra¬ 
ordinary of all the articles brought to t|ie ships for sole, were human 
skulls^ and hands not yot quite stripped of the fiosh, which thev 
made their visitors plainly understand they had oaten; and, i»dccd» 
some of them had evident masks of haviiig been in the lire. They 
had but too much reason to suspect, irom this cu'cuiustan(*o, that the 
horrid practice of feeding on their enemies is as prevalent heio as at 
New Zealand, and other ScAith Sea Islands. For the vurious articles 
w'^hich they brought, they took in exchange knives, chinels pieces of 
iron and tin, noils, looking-glasses, buttons, or any kind of metal. 
On their arrival in this inlet. Cook had given it the name of iCing 
George’s Sound; but afterwards found that it was called Nr>otka by 
the natives. 

Having examined a neighbouring sound, they peered to the north-* 
east, on which coast the land was woody, and there Seemed to be no 
deficiency of harbours. Thev discovered low land in the middle of 
an inlet, and as it continued calm all day, they did not move tiQ, 
eight o’clock in the eveniiig, w'hon they weighed and stood to the 
north, up the inlet. Until tlrey got thus far. tno water had retaiued 
the same degi'ee «>f salmc-ss at low as at high water, and, at both 
periods, wan salt as that of the ocean. But now there were 
appearances of a river: the water taken up this obb, when at the 
lowest, was fivmd to be very considerably ftesher +han any hitherto 
tasted; iiiBoniuch^iatCook was convinced they were in a large river^ 
and not in a strain commuriicating with the northern seaa. By meaita 
of this river, and'its several branches, a very extensive inland com* 
munication lies open. They traced it as high as the latitude of 
61 deg. 30 mm*, aud the longitude of 210 de^., which is seventy 
leagues or more from its entrance, without seeing the least appear* 
once of its source. Captain Cook having here left a blank, which he 
had not filled up with any particular name, Lord Sandwich directed 
with the greatest propriety, that it should called Cook's Kiver. 

On the I3th of August the wind blew a strong gale, which abal^ed 
at noon ; and the sun shining out, they were, by absorvaUou, in 
latitude of 63 ddg. IS-min. Some time before noon next day tihey 
perceived a brightness in Uie northmn horhson, like that refibeted farom 
ice, commcmly c^led the blink. It was little noticed, from a suppcK 
iiition that it was improbable th^ i^hould meet wi^ ice so sooii. 
About an hour after, the sight of a large field of ice left them tin 
longer in doubt. At half-post two, tliey tacked close to the edge of tiho 
ice, in twenty-two fathoms wMm;, Iming then in the latitude of 7^ 

41 min., not being able to stand any ft^hcr. They now stood to Ask, 
aonthwmd, At time the weather, which had been hazy, cleaidQf 
a little, they saw land about thr^ or four miks dis^tt 
^aetom ex^me forms a point, which was much encumbered 
leA fitw which reason it obtained the name of Icy Ci^. Hftvieg WW. 
dttBy Mtisfled himself, Cook thought it high time to think of 
r W j/jffj t fiSglheni legionH, an^l to retire to some pUbco dtodbsg 
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nv'lifire be m'ght procure xerrcsHmeiits for his people, and a smell 
supply of provihicma; and he accordingly steered to the Sandwich 
Idnnds^ 

On the IGfch of December, seeing the appearance of a bay, Captain 
Cook sent Mr. I31igh, witli a boat irom each ship, to OKamuie it, being 
at this time tharoe leagues At eleven o’clock in tlie forenoon they 

anchored in the bay, called by the natives Karakakooa, The ships 
continued to be much crowded with natives, and were surrounded by 
a multitude of can«>es« ’fliey had nowhere, in the course of their 
voyages, so^n so iTumerous a body of people assembled at one place. 
Pot, besides those who liad come off in canoes, all the shore of the 
bay wus covered with spectators, and many hundreds were swimming 
round the ships like shoala of fish, T’hey could not but be struck 
with the singularity of this scene; and perhaps there were few on 
board who iu>w lamented their having failed to find a northern pas¬ 
sage homeward the pre’v ious sumincr. 

' As soon as the inliabitants x^eicelved their intention of anchoring in 
the bay, they cahic off from the shore in astonishing numbers, and 
expressed their joy by skigmg and shouting, and exhibiting a variety 
of wild and extravagant gestures. The sides, the decks, and rigging 
^ of both ships# were soon completely covered with them; and a mul¬ 
titude of women and boys, who had not been able to get canoes, came 
swimming round in shoolh, many of whom, not finding room on boaid, 
remained the whole day playing in the water. Among the chiefs who 
came on board the Rebolution was a young man, called Pareoa, whom 
they soon perceived to be a person of great authori^. On j»ref*ent!ug 
himself to Captain Cook, he told him that he wfl Jakaneo to the 
king of the island, who was at that time engaged on a military ex¬ 
pedition ut Mo wee, and was expected to return witliin throe or four 
days, A few presents from Captain Cook attached him entirely to 
his interests, and he became exceedingly useful in tho management 
of his countrymen. Kaheena, anothrr of their chiefs, likewise 
attached himself to Captain Cook, Both tlicse were men of strong 
and well-proportioned bodies, and of countenances remarkably 
pleasing. Their two friends, Pareea and K meeua, brought on board 
a lliird chief, named Koah, who was a priest, and had been in his 
yentth a distinguished warrior. He was a little old man, of an 
^aciated figure; his eyes exceedingly sore and red, and his body 
ewevud with a white leprous scurf, the effects of an immoderate use 
of the drink called ava. Being led into the cabin, he approached 
Cock with great veneration, and threw over liis shoulders a piece of 
which he had brought along with him. 

’ "During the rest of the time they- remained in the bay, whenovef 
\ C^tain Codk went on shore he was attended by one of me priests* 
/ preceded him, giving notice that the Oroho had landed, and 
oMmug the people to prostrate themadves. The same person alsa 
\ ^Mk^autly acemnp^od him on the water, standing in ^ebow of the 
wk, with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach to 
^ lha uatives, wh) were in canoes; on which they imfixediatelv left ^ 
/ ^mwidling, and lay down on thdr faces till he had passed, 

Mopped at the observatory, Kalreekeea and his breth^fen 
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^tcly made thmr appearetncet 'with hog«tf cx>CDa*nute4 bread-friiit, 
and presented them with the iLsual ceremonies. It was on these 
occai^ioiis that some of the inferior chiefs frequentlj*^ requested to be 
permitted to raake au ofibring to the Orono. When this was granted» 
they presented the hog tlicmselycs, generally .with evident morluctf 
feax in their countenances; whilst Kaire^eea and the priests 
chanted tlicir accustomed hjmms. 

On the 26th, the king, in ^large canoe, attended two others, 
set out from the village, and pUdled towards Qic ships, m great state. 
Their appearance was very imposing. In the first canoe was Ter- 
reoobno and his chiefs, <lrcssca in their rich feathered cloaks and. 
helmets, and armed with long spears and d^gers; in the second, 
cumc the YOnerablc Kaoo, the chief of the nriests, and his brothrmi, 
wdth their idols displayed on red cloth. TiieBe idols ware busts of* 
gigantic size, made of wicker work, and curidusly covered, wiihsmoB 
leatherjj of various colours, ^%n:ought in the same manner as tlieix 
doaks. Iheii* eyes were made of large pearl oysters, with a Idack 
nut fixed in the centre ; their mouths wore set with^ double row of 
the langs of dogs, and, together with. the rest of their features, wore 
strangely distorttKl. The third canoe was filled with hogs, luxd 
various sorts of vegetables. As they w’ent along, the priests in th$ 
centre canoe song their hymns wdth great solemnity; and, 
paddling round the ships, instead of going on board, ns was expected, 
they made towards the shore at the beach whci'othc Englishmen were 
stationed. 

Early on the 4th of February the navigators unmoored, and sailed 
out of the bay, wdth tho Discovery in company, and were followed by 
a great number of cauocs. the 8tli, at daybreak, tliey found that, 
the foremast had again given way, the fishes, wliich 'were put on 
head, in Ncnitka Sound, being sprung, and the parts so very defective, 
as to make it absolutely zicccssai'y to replace tlieiu, and, of course, to 
•instep the ina^t. They stood off uud an till daylight of the 9th, and 
dropped an^^hor nearly in tliu same place as before. 

Upon doing so, they were surprised to find their reception vei^, 
different foom what it had been on their first furival—no idiouts, no 
bustle, no confusion ; but a solitary bay, with only here and there a 
canoe steoling close along the shoi-e. The Discovery's, cutter was 
stolen, during the night, from the buoy where it was mowed. It 
had been Cook’s usual practice, M'henever anything of eoDsequ^oce 
was lost at any of the islands in this ocean, to get the king, or ^somo 
of the prinelpaa Frees, or chiefs, on board, and loke^ thei^ ashostfl^^ 
till it WHS rostorod. Ho immcdLiUdy marched into the 'iiUagc, whibe 
ho was received with the usual mavlis of respect. They found tl^ old 
king just aw-oko from sleep, and alter a short conversation about 
Ipss of the i'uttcr, ii'cim wliich Captain Cook was convincetd that ^ 
was in no wise i)ri\y to it, he in\iud the kii^ to return in the boa^OBd 
epond the day on board the Ib'solution. To this pioposfd tho Ici^g 
readily consented, and immediately got up to ace ompany him. 

-were already in the pinnace, and the rest of tlie party 
M^>v=ateKide, when m\ elderly woman, the mother of the lmys,({md 
the king*s favounte wives, ctunc alter him, and nitl^ 
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tMfn and cntrratica bcwuglit lilm not to go on 1>oard hi ihxi same 
thne two chiefs, who camo along with her, laid hold oS him, and 
iitedatiug that he should go no lurther, forced him to nit down. The 
nativ« 9 S, who were collecting in prodi^ous numbers along the shore, 
and had probably been alarmed ny the firing of the great guns and 
the appearance of hostility m thc'bay, began to throng round Captain 
Oook and theii king. lie, therefore, finding that the alarm had 
spread too genorally, and that it w*as j||rvain to think any longer of 
getting the king oft withcml bloodsheoTat last gave up the pomt, 
Ihough the enteri)rifte M^hich had carried Captain Cook on shore 
was abuiidoncd, yet his person did not appear to have been in the 
least danger, till an aecident happened which gave a fatal turn to the 
affair. The bonts which had been stationed acroBH the bay, haring 
fired at some canoes attempting to get out, had unfortunately killed 
a chief of the fiist rank/ news of hia death arrived at the village 
when^ the captain was, just ns he had left the king, and was walking 
slowlj'- towatd the sliore. The fermontit occasioned w'as vexy con- 

S icuous, the iJCoTiK'n nnd children W'erc immodiati'ly sent off, and 
e men put on tlu»u ww-nints and armed themsolvi's with Bpenrs and 
stones. Several atones wen* thiowm at the marines, nnd one of the 
Breen attempted to stab Mr. Phillips. Captain Cook now fired his 
second barrel, loaded w ith bidl, and killed one of the foremost of the 
nativ^os. A goneial fittntk with stoiu*ft immediately followed, wliieb 
was annwerod by n di''<*harge of musketry from the marines and the 
p 00 ]>le in tl»o boats, A sienc of tlie utmost horror and confusion 
now followed. 

Foui of the marines wcic cut off among the rocks in their retreat, 
alM fell a baciifico to the fuiv of the enemy; throe more were dan* 
Mrously wounded, nnd the lieutenant, who had received a stab 
wtw'een the shoulders wdth a pahoou, having reserved hi> ftro 
•hot the man who had wounded him just as ho WfW going to 
rcjirat the blow Ihe unfortunate commander, the last time he w'ds 
seen distincth, mob standing at the water’s edge, and calling out to 
the boats to cease firing and to pull in. If it is true that the marines 
and boatmen had fired w^itliotU his ordcis, and that he was desirous 
of preventing any fhiiher bloodshed, it is not improbable that his 
humanitv on this oceasion proved fatal to him ; for it was remaiked 
that, whilst ho faced the natirra, none of them had uffeied him any 
violonee, hut that, having turned about to give hia orders to the boats, 
he was stabbiri. in the bui k, and fell with his face into the water. On 
seeing him fail, the islaudcra set up a great shout, Ilih body was imme¬ 
diately dragged oh bhoro, and burruuiuhri by the enemy, who, snatch- 
ing l^e daggers out of each othei’s hands, showed a savage eagerness ^ 
have a share in his destiuction. Thus fell this gi'cat and excellent com¬ 
mander, after a life of so much distinguishrasand successful enter- 

G isc, Ilow Mncmly hiV loss was felt and lamented hy those who 
A feo long found thtir general security in his skill and vonduet, and 
evoijy consolation undci their hardshit^ m his tenderness and huma- 
Jiity, it ih neither ut'tessnry noi possible to describe; xntich Ift 
the bonm* with which they wore struck, and the .uaivetira. 
drieetioA and dhunny which followed so dreadful juid uneajKftHMa w' 
ealatnuy. 
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Tlie 21st, £<ippa auid the kin^^s aon cafiae on hoard, aiid brot^lit 
with them the remaihm;; bones of Captaun Cook, ihe barrelf of hia gi^ 
his shoes, and some other trifles that belonged to him. ^ took 

great pains to convince them that Terreepboo, Maihamaiha, aw him- 
self were most heairtily desirous of peaces that they had shown tha 
most conviucins prootof it in their power; and that they had been 


arms of the nuuines, he asstired them, had been carried by the 
common people;, and were irrecoverable, the bones of the chief alone 
liaviiig been preseived, as belonging to Terroeoboo and the BreC9> 
Nothing now remained bnt to pci'form the last offices to their great 
and^ unfortunate commander. £appo was dismissed with orders to 
taboo all the bay, and in the afternoon, the bones having been put ^ 
into a coffin, they were committed to the deep with the usud honours. 

Captain C'lerke having obtained all necessary naval stores from a 
northern llussian station, they set soil for England, *On the I2tb of 
June, passed the equator for the fourth time during this voyage, and 
on tJic Irh of October they arrived safe at the Norc, after an abduce 
of four years, two months, and twenty-two days. 

It may be interesting to our readers to leurn that theDiscovo^, 
wliiuh was so well commanded by Captain Clerke in Cook*s third 
voyage, ib sUU to be seen as a hulk, lying in the Thames off Deptford. 

it lias boon stated, in the JJriffhton Herald (ApxHf 1850). 

that thcio is at present lesidhig in Southampton an old man, natow 
"Wade, the last survivor of (ilaptain Cwk’s compaiuons on hi$ voyage 
round the world. He is ninety •nine years of age, and is in possession 
of all his fdcultich. He was picaeut at Captain Cook’s deaUt, cu^ 
himself received a speai-wound from one of the islanders, , 


CHAPTER VI. . 

I 

KARLY VOYAOns AND DIS<;0V£1K1£S UP W^TUOI^OnBY, CHANQEnon, V 

BAEDN'iZ, DAVIS, AND HUDSON. 

So far back as the days of Edward VL there was formed the general 
plan of a voyage, the object of which was to reach the &r«fame4 
r«giops of India and Cathay, by w'ay of tho north and nort|l'ea,t. 
There could be no just estimate, tir that time, of the difficulties at¬ 
tendant on such an enterprise, tho vast breadth of Asia, its exteitliatt 
towards the north, and the huge inaases of ice beset^g its ah^jea, 
being almost, if not entirely, unknown. The enthusiasm ,tho»,iM^ 
kindled dwelt chiefly, hoAvot'cr, «u what was favourable iu 
and e^edally (tn thy rc<»ults of ultimate success. ‘* ‘ • 

An association was fui inedfor this northern nat'igatum, in shanfa^ 
twtnty'fivc pounds, thue uccmnulating a fund of £6,000, uhiiiTi 0.1(1 

S opriated to tlie building aiid equipment of vessels ada^ed to tho 
^0, and that with remarkable zeal. Tlie mo,t aluuM sl^- 
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wore engaged^ timl^era of extraordinary atreugtli 'n^erc tiaed# 

, .fl9r the first tune the keel was covered with thin aheeta of lead, and 
there were proviaioua for eighteen inontbS4 A scries of msttiictions 
were prepared by^ Sebabtiw Cabot, then gtand ^lilot of England, 
minutely describing the corouct required of the officers and crew, as 
he was prevented, it is supposed fiom age, fiom accompanying the 
expedition. 

At a time when subordination, on the part of the crews of vessels, 

' was but slightly regarded, and when Ihere were many temptations to 
tiolute it, the grand pilot expressly forbade “conspiracies, ‘pait- 
ttkings, factions, false tales, which be the very seeds and fruits of 
contention/’ Persons skilled in wTiting were daily to record the 
course token, the obsen'alions of the heavenly bodies, the appenrancos 
of the land by which they passed, and all matters ofspecial interest, 

. Morning and evening prayers were to be road on board each ship by ^ 
chajdain or master; and it was ordered that there should be no 
^ ^ ribaldry or luigodly talk; dicing, (warding, tabling, or other devihbh 
jrames/’ The 'people of the countries M'hioh w'ere visited were “ to 
be 'Considered advisedly, and treated with gentleness and couilcsy, 
without any disdain, laughing, or contempt* Fair int'ana were to be 
cmplo)*edto induce some one to come one board, and, to attract otlicrs, 
he was to be well clothed and treated; to which order an intimation 
hi added which we cannot hut reprobate:—“ If he be made di unk by 
yoUr wine or beer you shall know the secrets of his heart/’ To these 
directions wore appended various others on which it is unnecessary 
now to dwell. 

JHie chief officer of this expedition was Sir Hugh Willoughby, and 
' the oliofgc of the next vessel uas consigned to xlichaid Chaucelor, 
who was patronised by Henry Sitbicy, lather of tlie celebrated Kir 
Jl^ip ; then high lu favour with the king, and greatly concerned for 
the success of the voyage. A royal letter was now addressed to “all 
kings, princes, rulers, judges, and governors of the earth,” declaring 
' that “ the great and Almighty Ood hath given unto mankind, above 
^ali other living creatures, such a heart and desire, that every man 
to join friendship with others, to love and to be lovi'd ; aUo 
to give and to receive mutual benefits/' The duty is then repre*- 
of showing kjndness to strangers, partioulaily “merchants, 
who Wander about the world, search both the land and the sea, to 
good and profitable things as are found in their countries 
- tu remote regions and kingdoms/’ ^ In these circumstances, Sir Hugh 
Wiilcnighby, and other trusty and faithful servants, are then described 
as departing fipom England, and then follows the appeal“ Wc 
l^orcfcirc desxre you* kings and princes, and all otheis, to whom there 
ft any power on earth, to permit unto these our servants, free passage 
by your regions and dominions, for they shall not touch apything of 
. I^UTf, unwilling to you/’ On such kindiu-ss being shown, the letter 
concludes:—“We promise by the God of all things that are 
. bd^i^ned in heaven, earth, and the sea, and by the life and tnmquil- 
our kingdoms, that we will with like humanity, accept yotir 
iplimmts* if at any time they shall come in our kingdoms/’" , i 

' iOst the 10th of May, 1S53* the expedition was ready to sait« 
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in the moruing they dropped down to Greenwich, where, e.t that 
time, M'as the court. The youthful monarch was prevented by iUnesa 
from gating oa the spectacle; but th^^bief eourtiqrs were af the 
windows of the palace; the rest ofVRe household occupied the 
houses, while ci'oivds of people lined th&shore. The ships fired their 
guns, anl the welkin rang with the shouts of the mariners, while 
great was the exultation of all around. On proceeding to the Essex 
coast, and then to Gravesend, the three vcssols were detained for a 
few days, by contrary mnds; but a propitious gale springing u|s 
they dnected their course into the expanse of the German Sea, 
their native land was now retiring graduidly from view, it was natural 
that some tears should fall, and that proceeding in a course previously 
untri'fd, -tlio thought should arise in some minds, that they were 
, taking u last view of the coimtry of their birth. 

On the 14th of July, Sir Hugh found liimself involved in that laby¬ 
rinth of' isles which stud the coast of Norway, between the 66th and 
68th degrees of latitude. Afterwards the smps cangi to the greater 
range of the LofToden isles. At the large island of Seyuam, to 
which they now proceeded, they endeavoured, but uns^aoceesfully, to 
obtain 51 pilot. Approaching tlie North Cape, and seeing before them 
tlie Arctic Ocean atretching towards the pole, and seemnig to be filled 
wnth snows and tempests, Sir Hugh assembled the commanders, and 
exhorted them to keep close together, hut appomtinff their rendezvous 
at Wardliuys, supposed to be the principal port of Finmark, shoidd 
they be separated. 

But, before they could enter a harbour, there arose such terrible 
whulwinds, that they were compelled to stand out to sea, and commit 
then' vessels to the mercy of the waves. Amidst the darkness of tho 
next stormy night, tlie two principal vessels separated, never more to 
meet, Willoughby’s pinnace was dashed to pieces in the tempest, 
and, in tlie dawning of the morning light, he could see neither of Eis 
companions. At length discovering the smaller vOsscl, called the 
Confidence, he pursued his voyage. " 

He now sailed ne^ly two hunted miles north-east and by nortii, 
but was bewildered in discovering no appearance 6f a shore. Misled 
by the defective maps of the tune, instead of approaching the borders 
of Norway, he was plunging into the vast abysses of the Northman 
Ocean. Discovering their serious error by soundings, which showed 
a depth of 160 fathoms, the mariners shifted their course, but all lyas 
doubt and uncertainty. At length the laud was seen—the coast of 
Nova Zembla—but there wa» no point at which they could land. 
Beooming aware that they ought to proceed in an opposite direcUon^ 
they turned about, and, for some days, saw the coast of BmufoA 
La^aud. Had they now entered the WWte Sea, all had been safe and 
joyous, but proceeding westward, hoping, perhaps, to reach Wardhuya, 
they entered a liarbour orjy to experience the intense rigours of tW 
north* Here they proposed to take up their quarters till the ^isuittg 
swing, but there w^^ a catastrophe which remains untold, for no we 
ox that brave expedition ever returned to his native Umd. It is wd 
some Bussian sailosm saw, with surprise, two large ships, entered' 
and found their crews lifeless, A note, wruteu in Jaquery^ ■ 

Yoi#. Jh T 
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ifchowfifd that vhry ■%’erc then alive. To thttn tlxo poet alludes when 
he Baya;— 

WliOt l>cre rflPkg.cl 11 the ^a\h('nng icr, 

' Trtk'' ihtir l.inJtJok of tlie c 'tnUiif? ftoii; • 

Vvhsle iull ui doatli, aiA fl JC' unh ten-fold fwat* 

Tht* long, long u^gliL, mctunli. iito’er tlioii heat’s, 

Ta’Is liorribU'. pueli was the BnionW tale, 

As Avjih Jimt prow (what have not Liritons durvd?) 
lie for th<' p.issngc sought, attempted aincc 
Bo much ui vatu.”— 

The fate of Chancelor -was different. Ileaehing “Wtirdhuys -vrith* 
Out difficulty, lie waited for '\\ illoughhy tvoveii days, and tb(jn agjiiu 
feet sail. Ho now proceeded m lar as to come at last to the place 
M'hcrc lie foiind no night at all, but a contuiual light and brighincs# 
of the stin, shining cleailyupon the great and mighty sea. Thus f 
they woie guided to the Wlute Bea, 'which Mas, as yet, uiiknoMn to 
Western Europe- Ej^pjing a little jislung-hoKt, Ihc*^ Cicw of 'which 
were HO astoni&hcd at the sight of a shij>, that they lied, Cliancrlcr 
and hU party followed them, they Icll flat on the ^ound, and 
cried aloud wr mercy, Ihcsc ftltaugc visitors shoM'cd tlioni the ut¬ 
most kindness, and on their departure they luinoured the amvalof 
a people of singular geutloucss and courtchj/* The natives now 
flocked in crowds to the vessel, and uhuuJantly supplied the M^ants of 
the tnariuei'S, 


They now found, on inquirj, that thev weie at the cxticmitics of 
avast country, then slightly known iii liritaiu hy the title of lliissia, 
or M-Uacovy, and M'hich uas under the absolute rule of its sovereign. 
Moscow, the scat of the court, w as at a great distance, and could only 
DO reached by sledges ; but Chajicelor sought, and gainedpcimission 
to visit the potentate Ivan Vasiloviteh, lie was received very 
satisfactorily, and rctunxed with a letter from the sovereign, ex¬ 
pressing a cordial de'siro to open aai intercourse with Euglnud, and to 
IP'ant to its merchants every piivilege nccc8>iary for cairjing on their 
tiafficinhis kingdom, Tnese traders now assumed tiic title oi the 
Muscovy Company, and the same olhcer was again sent out by 
Philip and Mary, udio occupied the throne. 

The original object of finding an eastern passage was not lost sight 
of; the caj)tain being instructed to toiake every jxossible inquiry about 
it. But so great was the spirit of discpvciy, that before he letuniod, 
the S(»archt]u‘ift, a small vessel, was flltcJl out, and committed to 
Stephen liurrouglrH, who tv*as master, on the first Voyage, of Uhaneelor's 
'Vessel. The enuiuslasm discovered in reference to the tbtlner expe¬ 
dition was nowicvivcd; SobasUmi Cabot went down with a large- 
party tv> Gravesoud,' and after partaking of the cheer Iheehipt^- 
forded, gave a banqiut on shore to BiuTOughs and his cotupanioiis- 
' Various delays arose bofixrs they arrived at the islands and stodfs of 
ofWaygatx, Wfcwoeii Nova Znub'la and ihc Ooatiuent. They aoofi 
wmat they supposed to be laud, but it proved to be ^ Va^t tioup 
^pcCj.by which they became entangh’d, ami for sumo htnrra 
.vwRrcely avoid one mass iviihout stukmg on another. Among 
isla^ of Way^aU they discovered a iiwuim soib ^i? 

’awch, pi'etendiTig to be in gi'cat htibie, appeared ^ 
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theia; but iiis favour was conciliated, as that of otheis has been, and 
still is, by a few gifts, and he afforded them much information- He 
stated that they were on the coast of the wild Sanioides, who yielded 
no subjection to the Czar, and were said to cat the Itussians* 
As Buiiouglis dihcoveicd, b}" his Boun^^g*^, that he was advancing 
towards Nova Zembla, he was determined, by vaiiou.^ causes, not to 
proceed further in his enterprise. The Muscovy ('ompaiiy, hoAvaver, 
entertainctl the project of ojiening a eommumcation with Persia and 
India across the Caspian, and by ascending the Oxus to Bokhara; 
and th'.y prosecuted it by the efforts of scvcial bold ad^cnturc^s, who 
IKnieli a Led deeply into the interior of Asia, But it vras soon lound' 
that sAh a pabsage for goods, by sea and land, was too costly, and 
that the pioducts of Europe .and of India might be exchanged at a 
nuu'h cheaper rate, 

Othei projects weie now entertained, and Pet and Jackman were 
provided with two vessels in 1580. On approaching Nova Zembla, 
th'y were indosf'd in a bay of icc^ and had much trouble in effecting 
thciv escape. They afterwards saw Waygatz, which they had Icfi 
SOUK' tune licfoK^, and endcavoiu’cd to steer along its sourheru const, 
but tile waU‘> Avas so shallow that they w'cio compelled to take the 
opponiic direction; and in doing so, nndved at a fair ]gKv island, 
wdieic they discovered a passage betw'een the ice and the shore, but at 
length it i lo-*ed, and they could proceed ho further, Hie ships wxre 
now aKo separated by large fields of ice, and their only communi¬ 
cation, till th( V could lejoin each otlier, w as by beating drums and tiring 
iiiusketfi. The state ot the ice W'a» so urifasourabic that the ceipiiuns 
deli*imined to jcUnu to Waygatz, and to seek a moic open passage. 
In doing BO they were invulveil lu great perils, and on ariiving at 
and Ihidmg it unpracticable to penetrate aeain to the east¬ 
ward, they oudtavourcd only to repass the North (’ape. 

The United PioVinces having become, after many sufi'eriiigs imd 
great Ml uggles, un mdc])cndcnt aepuhlic, looked towai'ds the east; hut 
Inn lug no licet 11111011 could successfully oontt nd w ith the armadas of 
Spain in the Atlantic and Indnui oceans, foiuid that ihe north alone 
opi-ii to ihotn, and tlicrcfoie, in this dirccUou, detci^mined Ui seek 
loi tJios<* spiingsof wealth fiom which the opulence of othei countries 
WMS derived, llirec i^essels, with a small yacht, were equipped by a 
pi II ate body of incrchants, wdlh Iho permission of the. States, ai»d 
then iiigli admiral; the (‘xpeditiou being placed under the charge 
Bciront/, a nautical man of no ordinary ability. 

The sfiuadron sailed from the Texol on the 5th of June, 1594,4aid 
on approaching Nova Zombla it was formed into two diiisionS'-^HMiift 

i »uipofcing to advance by the Straits of Waygatz, and ihe other, uudet 
iurentz, endoavouring to pass round to the northward of Noi^ 
Zenibln, which opposed, like a formidable barrier, his advance tow^ards 
the cast. Ill tlieir course tliey saw large herds of the w«lrus, yvdiich 
BO strongly ivsbmbles our domestic quadrupeds, that to ithasbeol 
given the name of the &ea-horse, or sea-cow. On one occaKion they 
came on two or throe hundred of these animals Ijiiig in heaps oifiUho 
sund, and basking in the sun, when the sailors, en'oneously supposing 
that they axe he^lcss on sWe, advanced against them, assured m 
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victory; but, to their t^urpriso and dismay, they were beaten off by 
the walrusses with dishonour. An encounter they had with a bear 
may also be mentioned. Observing one on shore, they discharged at 
him several balls, but no jtxtf||^al wound was inflicted. Throwing u 
rope round his neck, they tl^ght they had secured him as a troph 3 '; 
but, in the midst of tbcir terror at his violent struggles, it reached its 
height, when tlie bear fastened his paM'^s on the Ktorn, and entered the 
boat. All now instantly clung to the poop with no thought but that 
of death, when, providentially, the noose became entangled with the 
iron work of tlie inidder, the bear was unable to escape, aiul they 
at length summoned sufficient courage to despatch him with their 
spears. # 

Barentz reached the northern exti'cmityof NovaZembla; but, from 
the state of the ico, he and his crew despaired of proceeding further, 
and determined to return. The two other vessels meanwhile pushed 
on along the coast,, but made their way, with some difficulty, through 
the Straits of Waygatz, and sailed some distance along the coast of 
Nova Zembla. ^Arriving at a wide, blue, open sea, with the c^oast 
stretching rapidly southward, they imagined it was the eastern 
boundary of Asia, and would afford an easy passage to China. They 
now bastard with tlie joyful tidings to then- countrymen, met the 
other division on the coast of Ilubsian Lapland, and arrived together 
in the Texel. A second expedition was titled out, only to mc^t with 
signal failure, lu a third expedition Barentz discovered Spitzbergen, 
but soon after died. At length divers merchants gave up the hope of 
gold, which had so long proved delusive, and became simply intent 
on discovering a passige to India. 

Meanwhile, John l)avis, an able and determined seaman, was 
entrusted with two vessels, the Suusliine and the Moonshine. 
His temper was one tliat was likely to gratify the people with whom 
he mot, and he was supplied not only with those gilts which were 
sure to be acceptable, but uith a band of music, which was likely 
to be truly exhilarating. He set sail from Burtmouth on the 7lh 
of June, 158a. 

About a month after, as he approached the Arctic boundary, and 
the sea was calm, though covered uith a thick mist, the crew Ixeard 
loud roarings of the ocean, when the captain and master pushed off in 
the boat, as they thought from the dashing of the waves that a beach 
sras near. To their great surprise they were involved amid numerous 
ioabern, the rolling and beating of which against each other hud 
caused ihe noise Uiey had heard. Landing on several of these ice- 
beigs, Davis broke off pieces, which were converted into good water on 
being carried to the ship. The next day a coast came into view, 
** dcrarmed, rocky, and mountainous, like a sugar-loaf, standing to 
our sight,*' say the adventurers, “ above the clouds*. It towered 
thcoiigh the fog like a white list in the sky, the tops sl^ether 
DDvered with snow, the shore beset with ice, maki^ such trksomo 
noise that it was collt^d the Land uf Desolation." The object they 
now beheld was the south-western coast of Qrccnland, i^^aring 
most dreary and desolate. 

. Dnable to near the shore in consequence of the .ice, Bavia pilsheu 
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out northward into the open sea, and some da 3 rB after came in sight 
of land, which was still a part of Greenland; and, as the wind was 
unfaA’'ourable for his intended course, he resolved to land, the ice pre* 
senting no obstacle to his doing so. ]|fc left the vessel with two 
cennpanious, dii*ecting the rest to foUoyr-on a signal being given, and 
mounting a rock they were soon espied by the natives, who instantly 
rai‘»ed violent and lamentable outcries. Davis and his party now 
gave a loud sotuid, as a signal to the crew, and the master and others 
at once advanced with the music; playing, and all the signs of friend¬ 
ship they could offer. Ten canoes now hastened from the other 
island'ii, and the natives, uttering strange sounds, crow'ded around 
their The Esquimaux, however, were not without fear, 

hut aOcngtli, on presents being made them, such as caps, stockings, 
and gloves, they were relieved from apprehension. 

On the following day there were tliirty-seven canoes, the natives 
in which invited the strangers on shore; and no sooner did Davis and 
hh men accede to tlieir request, than they were received with marks 
of confidence and affection. The Esquimaux accepted whatever 
was offeied them; hut, as if their best returns were inadequate, gave 
the English their seal-skin luid bird-skin clothes, their leather 
buskuiH, their darts, oars, and five canoes. As tliey saw the fiirs and 
skins were highly \ alueci, they promised a more ample supply on the 
following day; but, as the 'wind became favourable, Davis resolved 
on pui'suing his course. 

After coasting about for some days, during which he discovered 
high Lmd, w'hich he named Mount llaleigh, being part of Cumber¬ 
land Island, he again found himself at the Cape w'hich he had at 
first reached on crossing troui the opposite bhore of Greenland. To 
this he gave the name of God’s Mercy ; and, on turning it, entered a 
sound of considerable extent, and free from ice, its waters having the 
appearance of the ocean. On an island in it the crew heard the 
howling of dogs, and at length saw twenty of them approach, 
strongly resembling wolves. Thinking tliat only animals of prey 
could be found here, they fired and killed two, but found a collar 
round one of their necks, and afterwards the sledge to which they 
had been yoked, Davis proceeded with hope for some time, httt 
thick fogs gathering, and contrary wdnds arising, he resolved to 
suspend his enterprise and return to England. 

So much hope was excited by a voyage during which nothing waa 
actually done, that to the vessels which had been employea the Mer¬ 
maid was added, ciirryiug 120 tons, with a boat and a pinnace. 

Davis sailed from Dartmouth. It was not long before the soum^ra 
extremity of Greenland came into view; but severe storms delayed hia 
reaching the land formerly visited. The natives, as he ap|>ro&ched, 
came out at first with shouts and cries; but, recognising their former 
visitors, they offered every expression of joy and welcome. Davis, 
anxious to improve such favourable circumstances, M'ent on shore, 
and made presents of twenty knives, declining all offers of skins in 
exchange. 

An intimate intercourse was now resumed, and contests in bodily 
exercises amused both parties. In leaping, the visitors surpassed the 
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Esquimaux; but, in wrewtling, Ihe framer weie sometimes overtlirouTi. 
Ollier qualities soon appeared- The Esquimaux kindled a fire, by 
rubbing one stiek against another, and invited Davis to pass throuiiTi 
It; but ho poured contempt on what he-deemed their 8orcer\,by 
causing the lire to be trodden out, and the embers to be cast into the 
sea. They also pilfered any article they could seixe, particuhudy iron; 
nor was it long before they stole a ^ear, a gun, and a sword, actually 
cut the cables, and even the Moonshine's boat from her stern, Davis 
remonstratod with them, by bin officers, in reference to such conduct; 
lii'cd two pieces over their heads, at which they were gi eatly frigluentd, 
and fled precipitately; but, soon after, they came again wl^niany 
presents and promises, yet when iron was scon it was stolen, iJppfore. 
The (Tcw again eoniplainctl, but Davis only smiled ; charged them to 
keep safely their own goods, and not to deal hardly with the natives, 
VVho could not be supposed to have their sense of right. 

Davis, anxious to examine the inteiior, sailed up what seemed to 
be a broad river, but w'as only a creek. CJompelled to seek the shelter 
of land by a vio'ient gu^t of wind, ho attempted to climb a very lofty 
pcftk, but did not sucocod, lie was amused by viewing, for tile fi^-st 
time in his life, a water-spout, •which he desenbes as a mighty wluil- 
wind, taking up the water and whisking it round for thicc hours 
without intcinussion. Ho rc-embarked the following day, and pro¬ 
ceeded fuTthei’ up the ehamiol; Imt found only, to his surpris”, waste 
and desert isles, with sounds and inlets passuig betw'ccnsoa and sea. 

Soiiouis tidings awaited him on his return ; the Esquimaux had 
stolon an anelu^r, cut the cable, and even thrown largi* and heavy 
stones against the Moonshine; and he was asked if he would stiil 
bear sxich audacity. Suspecting that the conduct of his own pt'ople 
had not been the most gentle, Davis told them to have iiaticnce, and 
no doubt all would issue well. Inviting a party of tlie native^ on 
board, he taught them to run to the topmast, made them various 
trifling presents, and sent them away evidently much pleased. But, 
when evening came, they again threw stones into the Moonshine; and, 
as one knocked down {he boatSAvain, he, greatly rmaged, stnt two 
boats to chase the oflbiidcrs, but they soon defied pursuit. Five of 
them appearrf two days after, on Avhich the master declared that one 
of the party was the rmg-leader; he Avas immediately captured and 
borne away, as a favourable wind arose. On being well treated, 
however, he became a pleasant companion, and sometimes assisted 
the sailors. 

It W'aB not long before the navigators descried, as they imagined, a 
Iftlid of hills, bays, and capes, but which proved to be only a huge 
mass of ico, wluch often, for a groat part of the season, fills the middle 
of Baffin's Bay. Tlio ropes, shrouds, and sails, became fast frozen, 
the seiiinon wxre filled wuth dismay, and firmly, but lespcctfuUy, 
urged DaAus not to continue his enterprise. He now determined to 
leave behind him the Mermaid, and with the boldest part of his crew, 
to proceed Avhh the Moonshine. FaAoiired by the wind, he reached 
land in latitude 66 deg, yi3 luin., and then coasted t-outhAvarcls for 
about ten degi^ces, entangled among a number of islaids, and missing 
the inlets by which ho might have entered into Hudson's Bavv On 
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roat^liinp; Labrado?, li\c jam who landed \\erc boset by tiie nativein, 
and all L:;:eopt one killed oi wounded, A violent tempest now nvoso, 
and a:^ >Sjptc;iulKr was Davi? rc^solved to i<*turn to lingland. 

The leoliu/^ excited on the return Ironi the la-?t voyaj’C was not 
re\n od on Iho arrival of IkuM* at the present time. Betore, assistancfi 
was leadily prollered, but now be bad fo i>re.sent inducements to the 
aflbrding assLstanee. iinuagiui* lluit divscuvery should in\olYe no 
additional e\})ense» statmg that tin* cost of the outfit niigUl be defrayed 
by fishmtr, and aided bv the exovtious of a zoiiloiis liicud, the Bun- 
shine, the Elizabeth, and u pumace, wTre got ready for a third voyage. 
On ainvnig at the toast prtnionsly visited, the natives again appeared, 
olteriup; their skins, but pillaging ■with every ojipoituiuty, a 

boat was being put togethei w ith materials brought from England, they 
emried off'the deals, and wlieii liied at, plactul their spoil before thou* 
bodies. 

It was uow' deU rniiiiLd that the tivo laigc yesstds shoidd roinniu to 
ihh, while l>a\is in the pinnace went in piusuit of discovLty. Ivang- 
mg the coast iu the noithw'ard, he leached a punt mi upwards of 72 
degrees, wlucli lie called Buudcisou’s Jloiie ; but still linduig a wide 
o])eii sea to the west and north, he proceeded across it forty^ leagues, 
without sight of land, when ho was airestcfl by the usual bamois of 
ice. JIc first endeavoured to lound it by the north, but fintbng no 
})afe,sago, tiirnch to tlu* south, beating ubout^unsueLessfidly for sc^ciid 
days. Trying au uppaiezit opening, be became im oIvkI in a bay of 
ico, from which he w'tw not extruated w ithuiit much ditticuity and 
danger. 

'Xoi long after. Mount llaleigli came into view, and he soon found 
hiniscU lit the mouth of au inlet discovered in his fiist voyage. On 
the uioriow ho sailed ano* s its entrance, and asce^iidcd its northern 
shore, until he was again bestt bynmueioub islands, tind for homo 
time could not effect a letieat. l^aa^-nig Eiobibher's Stiait, lio crossed 
the iijoiitliof an extctisiie gulf, t vidcutly the grand entrance after* 
W'urds ijcnetiated bv Hudson, lieduced to a very small quuntity of 
water, he hastened to jom the other vessels; but, to Ids cxtiTnio 
disappointment, they vveic gone. ’With some l*esitation he set sail 
for England, but it appeared his only course; and, withmit miy 
disaster, he arrived at home. 

The hopes of Davis were now more sanguine than they had ev'cr 
before been, lie htul aliaincd u much higher latitude than any former 
navigator had rciuduHl, and he considered that a spuited enterprise 
could scarcely fail; but to his wishes thoic was no response. A 
severe blow to such exjicditious was the death of Sccretaiy Widsiug* 
ham ; and the Bpanish Aaniada soon entirely occupied the minds of 
the*people. Davis still ictamcd the vvuim Iricndship of Mr, Bander- 
son, who li.'id so gicatlj^ as'oisted him in liis second exindilion; but he 
could not raise the means that were icquircd, and all he could do 
was to cnipldy the best artist of his time, named Molvneux, to 
construct a globe compiismg all the luivigatoi’s di'^rovcxit s, which is 
Still prcsc'ivid hi the Libiaiy of Uio Muldio Teuij)!:*. 

Henry Hudson vvabdespauhedhy the Muscovy Toinpany in 1007 to 
peuetrate, if iiojisiblo, ducttly across th'* pvde. Bj.s, .ug the lititudo 
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vf Iceland, he took a direction westward, beinp concerned to survey 
the northern boundaries oi Greenland, supposing there miglit be an 
Open sea in that direction. The ships w^ere soon involved in thick 
fog, their shrouds and sails being frozen, but, on its clearing away, 
they beheld a high and bold headland, behind which rose an emi* 
nence, which was called the Mount of God's Mercy. Steering east¬ 
wards to clear tliis coast, and after being again enveloped in mists, 
they again saw land, high and bold, but free from snow, even on the 
loftiest mountains. They gave the name to this cape of Hold-with- 
H^c. 

Taking a north-eastu^ard direction, Hudson faintly perceived the 
coast of Spitzbergen. Fasaing the 79th degree of latitude, the weather 
ivas piercingly cold, and the shrouds and sails often frozen. The ice 
obliged him to steer in various directions. The sea, in the latitudes 
of 81 and 82 degrees, he considered to be so completely blockaded 
with ice as certainly to defeat all attempts in this direction at a passage 
to the pole, but he thought it might be frequented with great advan¬ 
tage, from the fmmeuse multitude of seals with which it abounds. 
Coasting along Spitzbergen, some parts of which appeared very 
agreeable, be returned, and soon arrived in the Thiuncs. 

Having thus obtained some distinction, Hudson was engaged by 
the London merchants in 1608. He dropped down to Flackwall on 
the 22nd of April, and in the early part of June saw the North Cape, 
bearing Siiuth-wcst. Advancing to the north and cast till he gained 
the latitude of 76 dog., he became entangled in the ice, but extricated 
himself with but little difficulty* Proceeding in his course, he arrived 
Ut the coast of Nova Zembla, and, concluding it were useless to con¬ 
tinue this year in a more northerly direction, he resolved to try Uic 
old louto of tlic Waygatz, but was diverted from doing so by a iaige 
sound, which seemed to afford an equally favourable opening. Nu¬ 
merous herds of sea-horses were on its shores, which he hoped to enp- 
turcj and with them to defray the costs of his voyage. Nova Zembla, 
he says, is “ to man's eye a pleasant land, much mayne land, with no 
snow on it, looking in some places green, and deer feeding thereon/' 
But the sound terminated in a large river, and tlie boats soon came 
to anchorage. No capture of sea-horses could be effected; and, as 
great mosses of icc came from the south, involving him in peril from 
which ho was mercifully delivered, while no hope appeared of a noiih- 
east passage, he hastened homewards. 

How the Muscovy mcrchan'^s regarded his voyage does not appear; 
bat in 1609 ho again set sail, under the patronage of the Dutch East 
Irulia Company. They had hopes of a northern passage being found; 
but Hudson appears to have been intent on north-western discovery, 
and to have steerCd across the Atlantic to America, lie discovered 
tVe important bay which receives the liver, called, after him, the 
Hudson, and on whuh New Tuik was aftci wards built, and sub¬ 
sequently retmned home. 

Borne persons of distinction fitted out a vessel, provisioned for six 
months, which was committed to the charge of Hudson, and he once 
mon* loft the Thames on the 17th of April, 1610. Innfewwedcs 
he obser\ed the CHStorn part of Iceland, and was obliged to come to 
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anchor in a thick fog; but ns soon ns the weather cleared, he pro- , 
coeded westward nlong tho coant, till he reached Snow HiH hoTering 
aloft. Leaving this coast, and sailing westward, the -vchile cUi&of 
Greenland 60011 came intowiew. Steering towards tho south-west, 
turning Capi* Fareweli, and “ raising the Gesolatious," tho mariners 
soon beheld with dismay the vast islands of ice. But they advanced 
onwards, sometimeb enjoying a clear and open sea, and at others 
placed in imminent peril by icebergs. On the 26tli of June, land 
appeared to the north, was again lost sight of, and afterwards dis¬ 
covered to the south, so that they found themselves at the entrance 
of the channel, which hns fdnee been called Hudson's Strait, 

In consequence of the prevalence of ice in various forms, aird 
especially in thick fogs, they had to fasten their vcsbel to the firmest 
ol the masscb, and landing upon them from time to time, collected, 
the water melted in the hollows, which w-a-j found to be sweet and 
good. Many of the sailois now fell sick, there is reason to think 
chiefly from fear. Observing that they were deprcss-ed, Hudson 
called Oicm together, and showed them, by lus chaft. that they had 
actually penetrated a hundred leagues further into the straitSb 
Hoping this would animate them, he asked them whether they would 
adwuice, or not ? The expedient failed ; some, indeed, thought that 
to go on would be well; others declared they would give nearly all 
they were worth to he safe at home ; whilewinother class cared not 
whither they went, so long as they were free from the ice. 

Hudson now appears to have taken lus own course. Severely 
pressed by the wind and floe, he sought a retreat in certain savage 
islands, which were called the ** Isles of God'ft Mercybut even the 
harbour he considered Rccui*e proved beset with dangers. At length 
they arrived at a bioad opening, with a cape on each side ;*the one on 
the continent was naniod Wolstenholme, the other, on the large island 
of Mansfield, was called Sii Dudley Digges, in honour of the chief 
patrons ot the present expedition. lianding at the latter, and mount¬ 
ing a hill, the men observed some level and glassy spots, where h^^rds 
of deer grazed, while the rocks were covered with fowls; and, intent, 
as they usually were, on their own comfort, enixeated the captain that 
they might be allowed to enjoy therasclves there for a fow days ; but as 
the season was rapidly passing away, Hudson refused to comply. He 
had not proceedea long in this chnmicl, when there spread out be&Ye 
him a wide ocean, to which no limits could traced—appearing to 
him, doubtless, a portion of the mighty Pacific. 

'Ilie wide expanse was not, however, what he imagined: it was th« 
great inland sea which hns been named from him Hudson’s Bay. 
Though it was now the time in which dmiiig navigators had been 
nccustomed to return home, lie continued to sail along the coast on 
the left, hoping, perhaps, to find some temperate spot in which he 
might safely winter. But, contending with mist and storm, and far 
from being sustained by his crew, he passed three months without 
making any such discovery. And now the ice closing in on all sides, 
intimated that the rigorous season of winter had actii^Iy commenced. 
Tlie sailors attempted, too late, to rear a wooden house; but their chief 
consternation fiDm the small remnant of their six montlis* pro- 
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visioiu CareftiUy husUaiidirg tM% Hudson pioumod a mvard to 
every man who Bhouid kill bouBt» bu’di or lish. It lu said, too, “ Pro» 
vidcnoe (bi^t mercifully/' for such a number of white partiulges 
were s^nt, that they soeured a hujidrod in tliiee Tuonths. Uu 

their disappearanceui spring, there succeeded ilockb of gccoo, swans 
and teal, on their flight from south to uortli. On tlie au' no 
longra yielding food, the &ea yielded them, on the first day, five 
hundred fishes of tolerable size. 

But this success lUd not continue, and they w^cre reduced to so great 
tm extremity as to eat even frogs. Hudson wished to oxicii an latcr- 
course with the natives, but they ded, sotting lire to the woods behind 
them. The disti’ibution of the small rcmaitiuig proviMou gave use to 
discontents, though the captain made a gouer^ and equal division of 
whole. But iiis crew were unreasoimble ; one njuu eating all m 
one day broughx uu a dangerous sui'feit; and their distress now sur« 
passed-all they hadbefbie experienced. 

Hudson and his crew had from the first been utte^rly unhUo, He 
wished, most pXK^bably, as the season advanced, to jiress on south¬ 
wards, and to reach the wealthy regions to which he was destined ; 
tiicy, on the other hand, looked to the cape where fov\ Is abouiulicl, 
and fiom whence they might hope to return home. The dis.iilected 
were in no want of leaders, and the spirit that had been cherished soon 
burst forth. The captain had recently disjilaced l\et, the mate, oh 
insubordinate, and appointed Bylot, a man of worth and zeal in the 
enterprise, in his place. A change had also taken place as to iho 
boatswain. But the chief in the conspiracy to seize tlie vessel, and 
expose the commander to perish, was (Ireen, an outeiist fioni Ids 
fid^ds, whom Hudson, from the kindest feelings, had hoped to 
reeiaim. " 

The time was now fixed for their xniu'dcrous design. On the 2Gth 
of June, 1611, Green, and Wilson, the boatswain, went into the cabin 
of Pricket, to whom we owe the narrative, and stated their deadly 
resolution; but expressing their good-will ibr him, whom they wished 
to remain on board. It is most solemnly averred by the noirator, 
that be exhausted every argument to induce them to desist from their 
horrid purpose, hut utterly in vain. Green replied tliat ihey had 
made up tlieir minda to go through witli it, and that they would rather 
M hanged at home than starve whero they woi e. Prickk now pleaded 
delay, even that of a day { but he could not succeed. Of Ixet he 
had some hope ; but on his coming he exceeded Green in violence, 
declaring that the deed on which they were resolved he would justify 
in^^Englwid, Others now appeared, but the same in mind. All was 
toon ready; but Pricket prevailed upon tlicmto wait till moiniug; 
Him they did, keeping, however, stiict watch through the night, 

^ At the approach of daybreak the captain left his cabin, w'hcnhe was 
l^ltantly seiaed by three of Uie conspirators, who bound bis hands 
hdtund his bock. On his eagerly inquiring what they purposed, they 
tqpAied that he should know when he got into the boat. Hud4|0xi''t 
most devoted adherent, King, the carpenter, was then attacked i 
os he had a sword, he would have slam his assailant had not 
vpeedily aided the latter. King declined their offer to r^ain in 
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s'Uipt and immediately followed his master, whom they were already 
letting down the side of the vessel. They now called moi their better 
end dt'ovo into the shallop, not only those who wore favourable to 
lludson, blit all tVie sick and iniiTm, who would have become burdaii* 
some. They threw in the carpchterla box, with some powder -and* 
shot, cut the boat from the stem, and, hoisting their to|>sail, dad aa 
fr6m a foe. Hudson and those who were with him, thus abaiunRed* 
were never heard ol more* Tlic course of tlie mutineers appears to 
have been one of perplexity, distress, and crime. At Cape Higgas, 
where fowls wore so plentiful, they landed, but were attacked by thv 
savages, and the chief perpetrators of the dreadful ti'agedy perished 
fiom their w'ouiuls. Ivot, the sole survivor, sunk beneath the priva* 
tioiis he afterwards enduted. Those who remained were in their lai^ 
cxcreiniiy when Ireland came in view; and they had to mortgage 
then' vessel to obtain the means of reaching Plymouth. A few years 
after the re-discovery of Ciiecnland by Hudson, the English resorted 
to It for the purpose of taknig W'hales; since which period its shores ^ 
have annually been visited by one or other of tlie nations of Europe^ 
with (lie same object, to the present time. Thus, by a remarkable 
arrangement of liivine Providence, though the soil of the whole 
country will not produce vegetables either suitable or sufficient for a 
single human being, yet its coasts and adjacent seas have afforded 
wealth and independence to thousands, « 


CHAPTER YII. 

A O’! AGES or fATTAIK BOSS AM) EIl’.rTONANT PABBY, 

It will be remembered that the probability of accoinpUshing an im¬ 
portant object, by sailing northwards from the Pacific, between 
America and Asia, led to the third voyage of Captain Cook. ITie dis¬ 
appointment that ensued caused the neglect of the Polar rogions, until 
All. Bcoresby, a practical whalc-hsher, recalled attention to them. 

In 180B he was acting as mate to his father, who commanded a 
^ Giecnlaud whip from Hull. On leaving Jan Mayan and the Whale 
Right, and pu-^hmg noithwsrds, they reached an open and very est** 
tensive sea. They then arrived at a close field of ice, of which it wifi 
be well for the reader to form a correct idea, Icerdelds forn^ cne of 
the many wonders of the deep, lliey are often met with oi‘ tfasq 
diameter of twenty or thirty miles, and sometimes extend to 
of fifty or one hundi’ed miles. The ice of which they we formm is 
fS^m^rally pure smd fresh, and of an average thickness, when the fididi 
are heavy, of fiom tea to fifteen feet; but sometimes it is from thirty 
to forty foot. The surface, before the month of July, is always covared 
witli a bed of Inow, from, perhaps, a foot to a fathom-in depth. 

Now, tiirough this mass the navigators had to work their way, and,' 
in part, by a procef^s which resembles the use of a sort of battering¬ 
-ram; aud, having done this, they came to an open sea, which 
peaijid neariy luibounded, having oidy tho ice on the south and tfiA 
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bnd on the east. As their object was to catch whalesy the^ passed 
point to point till they aiTived in lat. 81 deg. 30 min.^ being only 
about 600 geographical miles from the Pole. A fair field of enterprise 
iffould now have been opened in other circumstances; but on this 
conunercial engagements forbade their entering. Steering backwards 
towwd Hakluyt's Headland, tliey caught in its vicinity twenty-four 
vlnies, from w^hich thev obtained 216 tuns of oil. 

It is now desirable, before we proceed, to glance at some of the 
&cts observed in northern expeditions, which will serve to cast a 
new light on the statements that follow. The first appearance of ice, 
in a state of detached crystals, resembling snow when cast into water 
that is too cold to dissolve it, smooths the rufflod surface of the sea, 
and produces an effect like oil in preventing breakers. These crystals 
Soon unite, and would form a continuous sheet, but for being broken 
into very small pieces by the motion of the waves. These pieces are 
scarcely three inches in diameter; many of them coalesce, and 
^form a larger mass. As the undulations of the sea still continue, 
these larger pie\:es strike each otlier on every side, thus becoming 
rounded, and naving their edges turned up. Several of these again 
unite, and, continuing to increase, form large masses, many yards in 
circu^erence, and perhaps a foot in thickness. 

But when the sea is perfectly smooth the freezing xiroccss goes on 
more regularly, and probably more rapidly. During twenty-four 
hours* keen frost, the ice will become an inch or two in thickness, and 
in less than forty-eight hours' time capable of sustaining the wei^it 
of a man. This kind and cake-ice ai^e alike teimcd bay~ivc. In 
every opening of the main body of ice at a distance from tnc sea, the 
water is always as smooth as that of a harbour; and in low tempera- 
tares all that is necessary for the formation of ice is still water, A 
large quantity of ice is annually generated in tlie buys and amidst the 
islands of Spitzbergen, which bays, towards the end of summer, are 
commonly emptied of their contents from the thawuig uf the snow 
on the mountains causing a current outwards. But the immense 
fields, which are so abundant in Greenland, bvidcntly com<' from the 
northward, and have their origin between Spitzbergen and the Pole. 

When a field is broken into a number of pieces, not exceeding foity 
or fifty yards across, the whole is called a pat l, when the pieces ai^ 
broad, they are called a patch; and when long and naiTow, a 
'' It often happens tliat these packs ore crowded and heaped together by 
the violouce of the winds, but they again separate in calm weaiher, 
and when a ship can sail freely through them, the icc is said to be 
foots, or open, and is called drifi ice If the ice be crumbled into small 
pieces, it is called branh ice. When a strong wind blows over the 
aorfaco of the ocean, the motion of the waves prevents solid icc from 
hmng at first formed, but the water is congealed into a spun^ mass, 
called siuiffe. This has the effect, to some extent, * of stilling Uie 
v^ves; the sludge forming itself into small plates, which being 
rottiided by continual nibbing, are called partcakes. These pancakes, 
adhering together, form a solid surface, which, under the power of the 
firost, extends in every direction, until, at length, a field of ice ut 
fisrnied. v ^ 
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Freah-watci* iec of the sailors is disting^uished by its ldac}c 
appearance when floating in small pieces in the sea, ahd by its 
ttan'^parmcy when rexrtovod into the air. Fresh-water ice is 
fragile, but hard; the edges of a fractured part are frequently 
so keen ns to indict a wound like glass. The most transparSiit 
pieces are capable of concentrating the rays,of the sun, so M to 
produce a considerable intensity of heat, *MVith a lump Oi ioe> 
of by no means regular coiiYcxity/’ says Mr. Scoresby, I have fre¬ 
quently burned wood, fired gunpowder, melted lead, and lit thS!^ 
suilo .s^ pipes, to tlmir great a'ltouishment, all of whom, who could 
pr( uuie the needful articles, eagerly flocked around me, for the satis-* 
faction of smoking a pipe ignited by such extraordinary mcans^ 
Their f stomshiucnt was increased by observing that the ice remained 
firm and pellucid, while the solar rays emerging from it were so 
that the band could not be kept longer in the focus than for the spacll 
of a few seconds. In the formation of these lenses, I roughed them 
out with a small axe, and then scraped them with a knife, pbKshti^ 
them merely by the warmth of the hand, supporting^em durizig thi$ 
operation with a wooden glove, 1 once procured a piece of the purest 
ice, HO large that a lens of sixteen inches diameter was obtained outtu 
it; unhappily, however, the sun became obscured before it was com¬ 
pleted, and never made its appearance again for a fortnight, during 
which time, the air being mild, the lens w'as‘spoiled/' 

There is a singular appearance on the verge of the horixon, called 
ice*blink^ by which fields and other masses of flouting ice arc often cQsco*- 
vered at a great distance. The ice-blink is a band of lucid whitened,' 
caused by the glare of light reflected obliquely from the surface of 
the ice against the opposite atmosphere. Alwa^ looking brighteUt 
in clear weather, it points out to the expericneca mariner, twenty W 
thirty miles beyond the limit 'of direct vision, not only the extent 
and figure, but* also the quality of the ice. The blink, mm packs of ' 
icG, appears of a pure white, W'hile that occasioned by wride pfadmi 
of snow has a yellowish tinge. 

Nor have wc stateiTthe whole service rendered to seamcai by the 
icc-blink, for it often exhibits dark spots or patches, which cmxe-' 
spoiid to certain openings of the water, the existmee of which co^d 

t ot otherwise be known. 'When beset by ice the nuurmer endeavottni 
> make his way in their direction. A singular effect is often pit^' 
duced by the icc-blink, colled tooming;^ whereby objects near the ^ 
horizon appear distorted, repeated, and oftcn.elevated in the air, 
Scoresby, on one occasion, having approached so near, the Unex¬ 
plored shore of Greenland, that the land appeared distinct and , 
was anxious to make a sketch of it; but on attempting tO' 
it he found thb outline of the scone to be constantly changing. ^ ^ 
Its appearance, on examining the coast through a telescope, vcns 
that **of an ancient city, abounding with the ruins of eastiies, 
obelisks, churches, and monuments, with other large and conspicnous 
buildings. Some of the hills seemed to be surmounted by turrets* 
battlements, spires, and pinnacles; while others, subjected to one or 
two reflections, exhibited large masses of rock, apparently sus|^d^ 
in the air, at a considerable elevation abo%’e the aettud tenffunation ^ 
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the m<mntains to which they referred, llic whole exlubition *\vas 
^ grand phantasmagoria. Scarcelywas any poition eketchod before 
it changed its appearance, and assumed the l^rnn of an obieet totally 
different. It was, perhaps, alhruately a castle, a euthcdial, or 
an obelisk ; then expanding horizontally and coalescing with the ad- 
Joiwing hills united the intermediiite valleys, though sotiff? miles in 
width, by a bridge of a single arch, of ^emost magnific^^nt appear- 
.ance and extent- Notwithstanding »cse repeated (iuin»cs, the 
Various figures represented in the drawSg had all the distinctness of 
reality; and not only the different strata, but idso the veans of the 
rocks, with the wreaths of snow occupying ravines and fiprurcs, 
formed shaip and distinct lines, and cxlubitcd every ajjpearance of 
the most perfect solidity/' 

' . On the same coast, Mr. Scoresby saw on another occasion an in- 
^^rtrted imago of a sliip m the air, and in looking at it through lus 
■^lesoope, ho could distinguish the general lig of the sliip, and even 
every sail, inasmuch that ho confidently pronounced it to be liis 
ftlher's ship, th?; Fame, which it afterw artts pnnod to bo ; though, on 
oompaiing notes with lus father, he found Hiut their r<.latiAC positions 
at the time gave a distance from one another of very nc\u:h thirty 
miles, bemjT about seventeen miles beyond the horizon, aud some 
. leagues beytmd the limit of direct vision. Mi. IScoTCsby w'as so struck 
WiUi the peculiarity of the sight at the time, that he mentioned it to 
the officser of the wwteh, stating lus full conviction that the Fame w'as 
then cruising in the neighbouring inlet. 

An iceberg, or ice-mouutaui, is a Ituge insulated peak ol' floating 
icc,, or a glacier, occupying a rsivine or talley, generally opening 
towards the sea in an aictic countiy. Their upper surfaces are gene¬ 
rally concave; the higher parts arc always covered with snow, and 
}iave a beautiful appearance; but the lower ])ai’ts, in the latter end of 
«vfery summer, piesciit a bare smdace of ice. The trout of ouch, 

' whish vanes in lieight fiom the Itwel of the oceiui to lour or five 
hundred feet above it, lies parallel with Hie shoie, and is geuei.illy 
washed by the sea. Tliis part, resting on the strand, ib undeiminecl 
to such an extent by the sea, when any wuy turbulent, that linmcnse 
ma&BGB, loosened by the fi*eeziiig of water lodged in the lecesses in 
winter, or by the effect of streams of wntcr running over its surfa^ 
O&d through its clmsms in smniner, break asunder, and with a thu^r 
' dering noise fall into the sea. 

IcoW’gs, though formed of more solid iee tlian glacieis, are, in 
^very ot^r tespect, vcscy similai*. The ico of which they con&ist is, 
.indeed, a little porous, but considcrablo pieces are found of perfect 
- ^fassspaxency* lliey are considered to have the same kind of origin 
' ns gibers, and tho time of their first stratum is ucai'ly coeval with 
Ihe wid on which they are lodged. 

the Spitsbergen sea, icebergs a)*e neither numerous nor bulk 3 % 
«mnpared with those of other regions; the largest ever mef with by 
' .Bcoreab}^ m this quarter, not exceeding a thousand yurdb in cirmm- 
and two hundred feet m tliickncss ; but in Hudson's Strait, 
Savia'a Strait, and Baffin's Bay, they occur of a piudigiot^^ sii&e. 
iGSfis describes them as sometimes reaching the thK^ku^ of flvo 
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or six hiuidrcd yards, Frobisher saw one iceberg which was 
judged to be near fourscore fiithoms above water. Another'has 
been described, by recent navigutois, as measuring 4,169 yards 
(paces) long, 3,689 yards broad, and fifty-one feet high. The weight 
ot this iceberg, tgken at somewhat 8Tn;dler dimensions, -was estimated 
by an ofiicor of the Alexander at 1,292,397,673 tons* This amouat^ 
hoM^ever, says Scorcsby, to whom we are indebted for these facts, isf 
greater than the truth; the cubical inch of ice being ttUcen at 24^ 
grams, Avheieas it does not exceed 231“5 grains. 

Tho most abundant source of icebergs known in the Arctic regions 
id Baffin's Bay. From this remarkable sea they constantly make their 
wav towards the south, do%vn Danis’s Strait, and are scattered abroaft 
in the Atlantic to mi amazing extent. Tho banks of Newfoundland 
are occ asionally croudod with these wonderful productions of thO 
Frigid Zone'; beyond ivliich they are sometimes conveyed, by thft 
operation of the southerly under-current, as low os latitude 4t> d.^^ 
noith, and even lower, a distance of at least 2,000 mi^es from th 0 |dao 6 
of tlioir origin. * * - 

Iccbeigh commonly float on a base wliich is larger in extent ihftn ^ 
the upp(*i hurfiicc. Ilcncc the proportion of ice appearing above' 
■water is seldom less in elevation than one-seventh of l3io whole 
nc^s ; and when the summit is concealed, the elevation abo-ve water 


is licqucntlv oiic-fomiJi of the whole depth* of the bei^'g. The most 
general foim of icebergs, perhaps, is witli one high perpendicular sid^' 
the opposite bide very low, and the intermediate surfiico formi’Ug k 
giaduai slope. It has been observed that when they arc of tliisfomt: 
the higher end is generally to windward. Some icebergs have regular 
flat surfaces, but most commonly they have difFercnt acute summits, 
and occasionally exhibit the most fantastic shapes. Some have been 
PL on rontaiuing pi*odigious caverns, or having many clefts or cracka in . 
the most elc\ ated parts, so as to gi-ve the appearance of several distumt 
spirob. On some icebergs, where there are hollows, a great i|nautity <rf 
snow accumulates ; others ore smooth and naked. 

A very geneidl appearance of icebergs is that of cliffs of chalk, or ' 
white or grey niaible. The sun’s rays reflected from them sometini^ , 
.give a glistening appearance to their surfaces. In the night iecbetM' 
*aro readily distinguished, even at a distance, by their natriral ^ 
g('nco; and in foggy w"cather by a peculiar blackness in the atmospdierO^^" 
by which the danger to the navigator is diminished. As, howfeveri 
they occur far from land, and often in unexpected situationsv navi- , 
gators require to be always on the watch for them. From theiee* 
bd'g's flrmness, it often a^Fords a stable mooiing to the sh^SMUi Stron|;, 
adverse winds, and the fisher likewise avails himself of it When 
object is to gain a windward station more open. He moots wnAer 
Ice of the i(‘eberg, loose ice soon forces past, the ship 
stationary, aird the wished-for effect seldom fails lo , 

have, however, often been staved, and somotimrs wTre^ed^ 
of their Icy mooimg ; while smaller objects, such as 
nepeatedly bverwhmmed, even at a conadcrable distance, by vittit 
occasioned by such events. ^ ; 

The great interest which has been connected with die idea 
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jOommUnication botv^^een the Atlantic and Pacific OceanSi by the 
1103^, ever since it was first suggested, nearly 400 years ago, is fully 
proved by the facts, that the speculation has never but once been 
abandoned by the nations of Europe for more than twenty-five years 
together, and that tliere have been only throe or four intervals of more 
than fifteen years in which nn expedition was sent out in search of 
one or other of the supposed passages, from the year 1500 down to tlie 

J resent time. Nor is it a little surprisuig that, after nearly a 
undrod different voyages have bech undertaken, W'ith a Mew of dis¬ 
covering the desired communication With the Indian seas, all of which 
have failed, Britain should again revive, and attempt tlio solution of 
this interesting problem. 

Several facts, says Scoresby, may be brought forward, on which 
arguments of no mean force may bo founded, in support of the opinion 
of the existence of a sea communication, by the north, between 
Europe end China, 'fhey may be enumerated in order:— 

1. The prevailing current in the Spitzbergen sea flows, wc are well 
assured, during ^nine months of the year, if not all the year round, 
from the north*east towards the soulh-wost. The velocity of this 
current may be from five to twenty miles per day, varying in different 
situations; but it is paost considerable near the coast of Old Grreen- 
hmd. Ihe current, on tlie other hand, in the middle of Behring's Strait, 
as observed by Ijieutenant Kotzebue, sets strongly to tlic north-cast, 
Unth a velocity, as he thought, of two miles and a-half an }iour,wluch 
fr greater, howevei-, by one-half, than the rate observed by Captain 
C^k, 

By the action of the south-westerly current a vast quantity of 
ice is annually brought from the north and east, and conducU^d along 
the east coast of Old Oroenland, os far as Cape Farewell, where such 
roABses as still remain undissolvcd ore soon destroyed by the violence 
eff the solar heat and the force of the sea, to which they have become 
exposed frcmi almost every quarter. This ice being entirely free from 
aatt, and very compact, appears originally^to have consisted of field- 
lee, a kind v^ch, perhaps, requires the action of frost for many years 
Id bring it to the thickness wmeh it assumes. The quantity ot heavy 
*iee on surface which is thus annually dissolved, may, at a rou^ 
odculation, be stated to be about 20,000 square leagues; while th4l 
quantity annually generated in the region accessible to the whalc- 
ittshers, is, probably, not more than ono-fourth of that area. As such, 

^ ice, wmch is so inexhaustible, must require an immense surface 
1 ^ sea for Us ffeueration.; perhaps the whole, or the greater port, of 
Ihe 6o*tt^d Polar Basin—the supply reqiured for reccing what is 
' dissQlved in Behring’s Strait, where the current sets towards me north, 
being, probaHyr of small moment. The current ui opposite pam of 
noraem hemisphere being thus found to follow tne same line of 
direction, indicates a communication between the two across the 
PoIm; and the inexhaustible supply of ice, affording about 15,990 
square leagues, to be annually dissolved above the quantity generated 
m ^ known pails of the Spitzbergen seas, supports the same eon- 
citosi<m. 

, , ^^3, The origin of the considerable quantity of drift*waod fotfixd n 
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almost every port of the Greenland sea, is traced to the same country 
beyond the Pole, and may be brought forward m aid of the opinion of 
the existence of a sca-communication between the Atlantic and thg 
Pacific; which argumeut receives additional strength fiom tho cLr- 
cumbtancQ of some of the drift-wood being -worm-eaten. This last fact 
I first observed on the shores of the island of Jan Maytm, in August* 
1817, and confirmed it by more particular observation wiicii at Spitz- 
bergen the year following. Having no nxo with me when I observed 
the worm-eaten wood, rtnd having no means of bringing it away, 1 
could not ascertain whether the holes observed in the tirabcT were the 
work of a ptinus or a pbolas. In either case, howevci, as it is not 
known that these animals ever pierce wood in Aictic countries, it is 
presumed that tho worm-eaten drift-wood is derived from a tniiis- 
polar region. Numerous facts of this nature might be adduced, all of 
which support the same conclusion, 

“4. The northcin laces of the continents of Europe and Asia, as woU 
as that of America, so far as yet kno^vn, are such as render it diffi¬ 
cult even to imagine such a position for the unascertained regions 
as to cut olf the eommunicatKui between the Frozen Sea, near tho 
meridian of London, and that in the opposite part of the northern 
hemisphere, near Bchring^s Strait. 

“ 5, "Whales, which have been harpooned in the Giccnland seas, 
have been found in the Pacific Ocean; and w'halet, -wnth stone lances 
sticking in their fat (a kind of weaiiou uj^clby no nation now knownj, 
have been caught, both in the sea of Spit zbei gen and in I)n\dis 
Strait. This fact, which is sufficiently autlientLcatc(^»eems to me 
the most satisfactorj’- argument/' ^ 

For half a century, howTver, there had been no acUTiiturc in the 
northern seas, a general impression pre-\ ailing that so many expe¬ 
ditions had set the question of the north-wTst passage at icst; but it 
was evident to Mr. lianow that the question was Q(‘lually undecided. 
Baffin had sailed roiuid the bay winch still bears liis name, but his 
examination was not sufficient to establish that contimiitv of land 
with which the maps lepn^sonted it as inclosed. Striking facts 
showed that there must be a tonmiiinicatiou with the Greenland scb 
on the one side, and the Pacific Ocean on the othci. Piuliaincnt had 
offered a lew'ard of £20,000 in refcrcucc to Hudson’s Bay, but no 
progress had yet bc^on made. The w^ay w^as, therefore, still open for 
further, and it was lioped successful, onteipriso. 

Accordingly, in 1818 the Admiralty fitted out an cxjioditiou for tlie 
discovei}' or the north-west passage. Tlio Isabella, of 385 tons, was 
cotiimaiided hj ('aptain John Boss, on officer of reputation and consi¬ 
derable experience ; and the Alexander^ of 252 tons, was entrusted to 
a young officer, Licutennut Parry. On the 27th of May (kipo Fare¬ 
well camo into view, and round this, as usual, numerous and lofty 
icebergs, vaaious in form and tint, w cic floating. "Wnien in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of \Taygatz island, their coui'se W'os arrested by an impe¬ 
netrable barrier, and they made thcmsclvos fast to an iceheig, having 
forty-five w^halc ships in company. At length, from the breaking <3 
the ice, they could move foiwvard slowdy alou;^ the coast, moring 
through narrow and uitricatc chaunels. On coming in about latitilAe 
II. o 
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So deg., to a roast whi.*h had not been rwited by Ibmci' navigator?., 
they wore stnick, as Baffin had been, by the great number ot whales, 
which had no'vor been disturbecL A h(iavy g<ilc springing up, the ice 
waa driven against the vessels with terrific power, but, proT*dciitialh% 
when danger was at its height, they happily escaped with trifling 


nnj^. 

The expedition, on reaching ii high inoimtainous cojist, came to u 

S 'ibc of Esquimaux, who had never before looked on civilised men. 

.-t the sight they wore greatly alai'ined, yet they advanced as if under 
some attractive influence, but looking .significantly at each other, 
and holding fast the long knives which were lodged in their boots. 
With th^“' stimigcrs there was a young man named Saccheous, a naliA o 
qf Greenland, who had vLsited Euroi>e more than once uitli nlialers, 
4ltnd who, at his own -wdsh, wus engaged as interpreter to the discovery 
aWps ; and as the Esquimaux came to a chasm which separated them 
li^xu their visitors, they made signs that he should come across. On 
his doing so, and offering lus hand, they, alarmed loi some time, 
shrunk back ; biit on the l)oldc<it touching it, and finding it like his 
own, he set up r loud shout, in wViich throe others joined. Eight 
others, accompanied by fifty dog^, then came up, nndllohs and l^arry 
advanced. 


Alarmed at this movciiiont, the uuix were about to if treat, 

when Sacchcous havin^x taught the vi''itoi'»to ]nill their no'^es, this ait 
was accepted as a hign of amll|^ On seeing then laces bi a min or, their 
astouihhmeiit Avas evtfcme; siloiitlv looking at each other hu-a few 
momenta, th^ slumtuig lustily, and huidi}' laughuig Ai’ith snrpuso 
ami delight. TJiinkiiig ilio ship \\ some hugi^ bird, and able to 
undeistaml th!?rii, <nKM)f lhemgrawl\ juillodlus nose, and proposed 
the inquiries :—“ Who ai<* ywu * Whence came ^CIU ? I.i if from tJio 
will 01 moon-*' As the ship ivas '.ilen*. Uua applied to ^Sacclusuis, 
who told them it av is made of timber by the hanvK of man. At the 
oails they were greatly amrj/od, AAoiidering uhal tmuiuds could tuioish 
?such skins. The desiio of po^sv SMOii teeded to then uiua/. iiieiit. 
They tried, first, a fij)are topniest, then a i .jichoi, and, as these pioAod 
too hv)a^v, the am if, but, o this aau* lived, they made off AMth the 
Buiitli's huge IiuTmuei, 

Continuing his course, Captain llo s anujd at an extcnf^iio bay, 
which had not hhhorto been d'scavered, and afterwaida at one Avhuli 
Bafliu called Alderman Johnson's Sound, but tbev afl’oided no hope of 
a passage. The end of August Avas now appioaeluiig; tiie sun set 
al’ccr an uninterrupted day of tAvo monihs and a half, and the hmgih- 
euingnight'^ were lendered more gloomy by a thick fog. High and 
steep hills appeared at .some distance, bulAAdUx some spots fit for 
human habitations. On the exj) ddion coming to a most magnificent 
itilet, bordered by gtand and lolty mountam^, while the watex aa'ss 
clear and free fr^mi ie(s they eiueicd tlu?. chuuuel, Avhirh soon proved 
to be T/mea$ter Sound, d’scoAXTctl and named ])y Baffin, and Avhich 
they aACendcdltu thbty inilc^i. "SMulo doiiv: sn, the officers andi^cn 
crowded the topmast, full of hope ; but t^apiaiu Boss soon thought he 
du^vered a high r;dgo stretching dirc<aly the ndet, and though 
it was deeply involAX*d in mist, he considered a passage in this directioii 
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to be impracticable. As the scu'was.opcn, the commaniler proceeded^ 
but the land was soon seen stretching very nearly across the entiPO 
bay, and nccordinglv the signal was made to steer the vessels c»it of 
Lancaster Sound. The commander now steered somhward along the 
western shore, without seeing any enhance that afibrded equal protnifld* 
Only Cumberland Strait was of surular magnitude, but as it could 
lead only into the higher latitude of Hudson's Bay, and gave little 
hope of a passage into the Arctic Sea, after a survey of some of 
the^c shores, the expedition returned home early in Ociobei\ 

Oa arriving in England Koss was fully persuaded that Lancaster 
Sound is a bay, affording no entrance into any western sea ; but thoso 
who had fitted out the expedition were of a contrary opinion ; 
this was warmly supported by several of the officers, and especially |)jr' 
Licutenaut Parry. A second expedition was, therefore, entTu»ied^U. 
liirn, consisting of the Jlccla, of 375 tons, and a crew of 58 men ; * tmd 
w] th the Griper gun-brig, of 1*80 tons, and 36 mcai, commanded by 
Licutcmant Liddon. The vessels were adapted in strength lo 
Arctic Seas, and were provided with ample etores Jci two years. 


CHAPTEH \TII, 


SFXOND AND THIHU VOTAOKH OF CAPTAIN PAflKY. 

Wiru gicat spirit Lieutenant Parry eutoied on hi.s new career. Hfi 
left tliii Nore on the 11th of May, 1810, ciideavouriJig to cross the 
AtLvntic about the parallel of 58 deg., and, tho^h impeded by un- 
i‘a\(u;T(dilc weather during the caily part of JurP, had, on the Xothy 
a distant view of the clifis foimiug Gape Faicwcll, The winged in- 
liabitants of the northern sky^soou appeared, as did the icebeigs ot 
tlic* Arctic < >ecuii. He now laboured to pudi noith and west, throng 
iliiMf y lua^jse*^, in th(' direction of TjiuicJistn Soimd , but thpv bud- 
doiily closctl upon him, and, on the 25th, hoth vo'^fecis weie inunovably' 
fixoilin the ICC. On the morning ol the second da)', howovoT* a 
heavy roll of the sea loo.sened the ice, and drove it against them 'wi£h\ 
Muh ■violence that, but for ilieir strength, tliey must have been sc^ 
vcrcly injured, , Relinquishing the idea of reaching Lancaatcr Sound 
by the most direct course, Parry losolved to steer northward along; 
tile border ol this great icy field till they should find open water* 
But, having reached lat. 73 deg,, he detonniued on pusl^ing toth^ 
W'eatvvard, Obstacles now nuTeased m their w'ay ; at wly 

one lengthened floe separated Ihem from au open era, they^ 

laboriously sawed through, and «aw the shore, clear of ice, stretcbia|^ 
before them. 

On the 39th of Jul)' they wore at the entrance of Laneastw Sound, 
strongly excited in reference to tlie i'-sue of their onteiyime. A fire«b, 
breeze, howcvfir, retarded their course. Still there wm no appearance 
of obstruction either from icc or land, and the heavy swell, that 
drove the water repeatedly in at the stem w'mdpws, w^as bailed 9* 

a 2 ^ 
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ii^ication of open sea to the westward. Au oastcrly breeze led to all 
A^kils being set; the mast-heads Mere crowded Avith ofneers and itfen, 
md all tidings from the crow's-nest, the highest pinnacle, were hcaid 
Oa deck with eager interest. At midnight they were nearly 1'50 
mfles from the entrance of the sound, and it wus still 50 miles bioad. 
Hwe rose high that their success to a great extent was secured. 

. various circumstances now led the na^dgators to think that they 
luid passed the region of straits and inlets, and Avcrc now on the 
•^pansc of the Polar Ua<^in; and they hoped that nothing would 
impede their progress to Icy Cape, the western boundary of Annrlea. 
.^pearances arose, however, to excite apprehension, and parLieiriarly 
Wfceualineof continuous iec appeared on the south, proving to he joined 
1 fL compact and impenetrable body of floes, which completely crosi^cd 
life'dbtannol, and joined tlie ■western point of Maxwell Bay. They 
therefore immediately to drawback, lest they sliould be "embayed 
in the ice, along the edges of which a violent burt was then bcanng ; 

seeing to the south an open sea, with a dark wutci-sky. Parry, 
'Itoping this might l^ad to an open passage in a lower latitude, steeied 
in this diroetion, but found himself at the mouth of or great inlet, t^u 
|m^G8 broad, with no visible tciminatifin. 

Obstructed by ice on llie w’‘ontcrn shore, the navigators turned to the 
4AStern, when they entered a broad and open channd, the coast of w liu h 
YfM singularly dreary and desolate, showing scarcely any signs of aniinul 
vegetable life. Ine irregularity of the com])*ass, indicating an ap¬ 
proach to the mame+ic pole, greatly inci cased the difficulty of iiaviga- 
:'tion. They sailed, however, 120 nulos up this inlet, and as it widened 
^ tiueir hopes increased ; but, to Ihcir gieatalann, thej-suddenly ob- 
fcrred the ice alter from its paiallcl course, running close m wutli a 
wiut of land T\iuLi\^ppeared to iorm the bouthein c^tren)ityot the 
fWitCtn shore. To tnis foreland they gaA'c the name of Cape Katei. 
western horizon, also, appeared co\ei cd Avilh lieaA y and cxtensiA o 
a bright and dazzling icc-blink'ilktcndnig fiom light to left, 
of the Prince llcgent Avas gh cii to tliLS spacious inlet, Avhich 
commander stiongly buspectccl must liaAc a communication Avith 
LlPSttflsoh's Bay. 

TKW determined to return to the old stutiou, imd to ■w'ait till the 
allow the vessels to proceed AA'cstward. Again diffieulues 
) but a few days after all the ice hud disappeared, l.icutcnaiit 
yArfy noAf pushed onwards, and discovered a lino tuid broad inlet, 
to tne noith, to which ho give the name of Wellington ; and 
high were the hopes of the officers, that they coiisiueicd it as 
vqitituig part of thcAvestcm boundaiy of the land stretching from 
Bay to the Polar Rea, into Avhich they had little doubt they 
?' VfcfGto entering. This led the commander to giA^c to the givat channel, 

’ w^ch was supposed to eflcct so desirable a junction, the name of 
^ftarroAv's Strait, in honour of the chief promotei of the expedition. 

At a small island, they called Byam Martin, they concluded, f rom 
' Ame experiments, that they had passed the magnetic mcridiaix«, 
probably in about IDO deg, west longitude, and Avhere the 
would hav'e pointed due soutli, instead of north. It was with 
difficulty they now proceeded; but, notwithstanding this, 
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Peached the coast of an island, lar^ than any bafore discoycredi 
which they gave the name of Melviuc, On the fourth of Sep^entb^ 
the commander conveyed the joyful tidings to his crew, that they lu^ 
reached one hundred and ten degrees west longitudci hud beeoma 
entitled to the reward of £5,000 ^nrotnised by Parliament to the meft 
ship’s company, who should reach that meridian. Again, with 
creased ardour, they proceeded on their way, but were soon obstructed 
by uu iiupcncLrablu bariier of ice; and after waiting nearly a fortui^hlf 
their state became truly alarming, for the commander was convinced^ 
that with the calm of a single hour, they would be frozen up in thi 
inidsi of the sea* Their only course wiis to return, ai>d to chopie 
between two apparently good harbours, which had been receiUljt 
passed in Mchilie Ifriand. It was with difficulty he reached tib£i 
place, and chose the w'cstcru haven; but it was necessary to cut 
way foi two miles through a large doe. The seamen for this purpCfM 
jnaiked with boarding-pikes two parallel lines, at the distance, 
sonicwliat mure than the breadth of the larger ship. In the si^ 
place, tlicy sawed along the track marked out,*ancl then, by croa^ 
sawings detached laige pieces, which were separated diagonally id 
order to be floated out, and sonietimes boat-sails were fastened tb 
them, to take the advantage of a favourable breeze. For some 
the icc w^as daily eleaied around them, but this was soon found to 
an endless tod, uiid the vessels were allbwcd to be regularly froi^n 
ior the winter. To the various groups of islands the commaai^ 
passed, he gave thn name of ** The North Georgian I^lands,*^ IH 
honour of his majesty George IV. ' . ' 

Li the Arctic regions the scurvy becomes an alortning disi 
which has made many victims. It appeals, however, that one | 
cause of it is the use of improper aliment. It has been stated indei 
on competent authority, that by the use of fresh proviblona, with^ 0b* 
casionally, oleaginous substa^te, frequent exercise, and a warm eldw 
ing and dwelling, exposure iVRic severities of a Spitzbergon 
would be attended by little peril. Mr, Scoresby sajrs: ** 

•ever I have had occasion to expose myself to severe cold, M. 
found that the more 1 am heatca, the longer I can resist thp;eom 
without inconvenience. The warmth produced l>y simple fluids, 
as tea or soup, is preferable to that occasioned by spirits. After 
liberal use of tea, 1 have often sustained cold ten degrees at the 
head for several hours without uneasiness. I have frequentljr • 
from the breakfast table, whci*c the temperature was 50 or 60 dj 
to the mast head, where it was 10, widj^t any other adf 
•clothing, except a cap, yet I never rcceivSjB injury, and 
much incouvcixience, ftoxn the uncommon ^msition." 

Aware of the tendency to the scurvy, Parry now proceeded 
all ho could, firmly but kindly, to abate the evils of winteruig in 
Arctic regipna. Special precautions wore taken against the attxdm 
of disease. * The cabin was made as comfortable as possible; 
around its extremities and in the bed-places, steam, vapbur, wi 
ihe tt^bath settled as moisture, and then as ice. When the few % 
were exhausted, original compositiohs were produced. V Thb 
Georgian Gaizette ” was got up and put into circulatian; and theidi 
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entertainments were resarted to. Throughout the wint^, die 
officers, at the period of twilight, took ft walk of two or throe houxe, 
bsct they did nut proc^ced further than a mile, lest they should be 
<wrert!dcca by a snow-drift. Their promenade was very monotonous, 
but they pcrseveiingly continued their exercise, which wjis also en¬ 
forced oa the men, who, when prevented by the weather from leamg 
the vofascl, were made to keep time, while they ran round the deck, 
to the tune of an organ. 

Henl:h W'ae, by these means, happily preserved. The gunner was 
M;tacked early in January, but the remedies applied succeeded. 
Boms slighter coses, which hubsequently occurred, were aggravated by 
AOcident, While the men were running round the deck to ihe soui\U 
idf music, a house on the shore, containing some of the most valuable 
"pstruments, was observed to bo on lire. Hurrying away, the evuw 
iiUled off the roof with ropes, knocked down a part of the sides, and 
itoi^dng in lai'ge quantities of snow, succeeded in qacnching the 
jfiflmos. But their faces presented a singular appearance, every wo^v 
find check being wnite Wiih frost bites, wliich required to be rubbed 
With snow in order to restore animation. It became necessary, in the 
tttme of one man, to amputate sovcral of his lingers, and no fewer than 
:|^teen of the crew were added to the sick list. 

2!he health of the crew, which had caused much anxiety at the end 
TO March, w^as completely restored towards the end of June. Before 
time, Lieutenant Pan y had made an excursion across Melville 
Islimd. Much softened snow still rem.uned, and even the cleareil 
tn^tts, though chequered with patches of fine verdure, were extremely 
Heai^lato. Considerable numbers of deer seen tiaversiug the 

Another island, to w^hich was given the name of Sabiuu, ap- 
id towards the north. Everywhere psols were formed, the water 
«^wed in stream'?, and even in torrents*»o that hunting and travelling 
alike unsale. Tliere were also|||MnnclH throiigh Avhich boats 
pass, and vet throughout thi^md the following month, the 
(t coveraig of ice in the surrounding sea remained entire, and kept 
harbour. On the second of August, however, by one of 
i^udden movements to which it is liable, the whole mass broke 
ilp and floated out; and the navigators had now open water, m whicli 
%^ursao their object. 

^5hey were cheered by the thought that it was at this veiy season 
^ iHflldch, laet year, entered Lancaster Bound, and if they wero 
wiy as prosperous this summer, the ytext they might not be far fiom 
Spring a Strait. Buy|^y had not proceeded tar, before the fi'ozen 
of tho ocean prlRptcd a more compact and impenetrable aspect 
than they had before beheld. From some of the lofty heights which 
the coast, and, in a long reach of sea to the westward, no 
i!<ni|d be seen to these icy barriers. There appeared only tho 
extremity of Molvillo Island, named Cape Dundas; and in 
itotrtnee, a bold coast, which they named Banks' Land. Afl tlu^ 
dh do, thuref.ito, was to make their way homoward while , 

^ with mat exultation that Lieutenant Barry was reeelve&^I 

Sum; and ft was not long before a new expedition wiafi 
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oat» in 'which the Pury, of ^27 t u\<^ v m urU<d \\ th thf* Ih tU* of 
trhich Captain Lj'Oii had the loiuniaiul, while in the forma lieu¬ 
tenant Puny, now 1 Used to the rank oi Ciptiin, lioistod hi> 

They set sail on tlic 8th oi May, 1821, rnd ren^hed the inoutU oi 
H(u1bOu*a Strait on th^ ind ol Julj. All around, to the eye cion of 
Oaptnm Paxrj'', appaued singularly* dosol ite, Pifty-four icebeigs 
boon suiiounai^ the shins, one oi tWm iHing nearly 260 feel ahore 
the St 0 , attended 1 V laxge flop-*, and having a rotatory motion* 8o 
great \s is thar slrcngh that t\ o oi V iptam Lyon's hawsas were ear¬ 
ned a\va>, and even the best bower author, weighing moiethauatoti, 
was wiciK^td izum the bows and bu ipprd n^^'nider. 

bo o()Btru(tcd was then corn so that they made only bcvcnty xailaa 
in puiotocu dajs, at the end of which they weie within two Ic^pioi of 
what aic (ailed the Savage IsUudb* A loud shouting was hoard over 
the It c, on the lollowm^ aitcinoon, and soon aftt'r there appeared a 
liand oi n.iti\ts, padiHina tlitir i inoes through the channels of opon 
watoi ,*01 draw mg them over the pKX es of i< c Among these boats or 
kayaks, t ach lowtd liy a Mu^le^m in, were fno ooiriws, oi yromfil&*a 
boali, ol tonbi- 
dcidble si/c, but 
lOTLbnucUd oi a 
framework of 
W'oudaud whale¬ 
bone, loiGicd 
with dtci-skins. 

A otfiohc 

and busincbb 
now took place. 

They tiaded, as 
nsu^, ui skins, 
btiippmg them- 
seh I s to supply 
(ommodities, 
nud tliough they 
thought to de¬ 
mand a high 
pucf, shout^ 
with delight on 
21 Idling a razor 
01 a buw. Their 
aspect was more 
than usually 
wild, ani their 
chariuster seem¬ 
ed more savage and fierce than had previously been obsexv^ 
old women were exceedingly lepulsne, and the chddien bor^r 
Ifleinblanee to the young ot wild animals. The bnbaiians tdtiwj 
piactieiid jokes, and lud a dance m wluch \toleat 
jpHAAplhig piedotnxaated. 

Hletabhuig the entrance of Pox's Channel, and coming id viesv of 
Idaadi Captain Parry detemined to sail up the 
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l£e soon cdme to oii ononing stretchiag westward; it proved to be a 
epaoionN and beautiful baMiiii wliich he named the I)uke of York's 
Bay» and considered it one of the finest harbours in the world* Pur¬ 
suing luM \oytigO) he came to another stroit, only partially cumbered 
with ice, but darkened with fog^, and at length discovered that they 
were in the bioad channels of the Welcome. Speedily entering Be- 
public Bfty» in which some hope had been entertained of a patisage, 
tbty made an examumtion by boats, but found tliero was no outlet. 

Captain Parry now began to tiack a coast hitherto unknown. The 
name of Gore Mas given to an inlet which was soon obstTved, but M'as 
found to bo of limited extent. Grass and moss richly covered the 
i^leys at the mouth of this openhig, and the pleasing spectacle was 
still further enlivened by tlic gay tints of butterflies ana the sweet 
songs of bird^, strangely contrasting, indeed, with the vast piles of ice 
and the frozen stiait. Iluziting parties now traversed the country in 
various directions, on the principle that all game was to be surren¬ 
dered for the general good, with certain parts as the perquisites of the^ 
captor. 

A labyrinth of isles now appeared, wlule strong currents, fogs, and 
drifting ice, placed the navigators in c\treine penl. Only one chan¬ 
nel was obscivcd, and thiough this they made their escape. Yet hav- 
ing gained the open sea, and being driven before a strong northerly 
breeze, they found themselves at the very point they had reached 
lAearly a month before. They had, indeed, been engaged in finding 
Kktothing, for the simple reason that there wus nothing tu find. 

On reaching tlie northern coast, the captain cxplort^d a large inlet, to 
vriiich ho gave theniune of Captain Lyon; then a smaller one, which 
be called after Lieutenant Hoppner; and connecting these with Gore 
Xnlot, he completed hia description of the coast, lie now found him- 
4ielf suddenly in the depth of wiutci’; snow covered the ground, which 
in' some instances had been melted and then rcirozen in beautiful 
fortkiSf but the covering of Melville had not suffered any change. 

fQimung on thWti 
lak gale, 


A soft me was now 
4he ship, aided by a brial 


face of the sea, against which 
could cosily make its way ; but it cun- 


ttouaUy increase!, until the vessel was made fzist. At the same time 
'tfbe various pieces of drift-ice were cemented into one great field, 
iteAtening every ntoment to bear down on the vessels and dash them 
to piceea. Thus besot wtth difficulties and doitgers, tlie navigators 
resolyed to saw into tlie heart of nn adjoining floe, and there to take 
up tlmfr wtoter Quartets. Again, thermore, weie they frozen up in 
the midst of tilie Northern Sea, and the arrangements which had been 
prevSouiiy Aund effective were now repeated. A school wus established, 
ui wbldh the sailors conned onoe more tiieir early lessons. Writing, 
‘ n w^ as reading, was taught; and those who, two months before, 
Igtold soaroely form a letter, pix>duoed, by Christmas, sixteen well- 

irritten e<^ies. 

On the Ist ci Februarv th^ were visited by a party of BsquiotoUXi 
ipbo carried on the usual traw of this people. The strangem wave 
liffir invited to visit their habitations, though as yet they were inti^bk, 
Jittt on being led to a hole in the snow, and direetea to place 
on thoit hands end lumes^ they crept t^ugh e kmg 
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pa&Bogo and avrivod nt a hall, ^ith a dome-shaped roof* whence doo» 
op<med luto three apoi Imcnts, each one occupied by a family* The 
materials and Btructurc of these abodes were very siiiftular. Snow 
was formed into carved ulabn of about two feet long and six inches 
thick, and weio so cleverly put together as to iorin a series of struc¬ 
tures resemhhng cupoLis, lismg about heven feet above the ground, 
and being iiom fourteen to sixteen feet in diameter. A plate of iec 
in the root served as a window, and readily admitted the light. It was 
not long, liowcvei, before iilth and smoke rendered these chambem to 
the senses of an Kuiopcan very disagieoable. The l^quiinaux village 
appealed at hrst like ii cluster of hillocks amid the snow, but succes¬ 
sive fulls lilled up the vacuities and rendered tho surface almost 
fiiuootli. Oil a thau'- advancing the ceiling begins to drip; and after 
vain attempts to render it \veathei-]>roof, the iiibnbitaiilsbctake them¬ 
selves to a more durable lodgment. A Limp is suspended in each 
loom ; moss forms the wick, and it is ted by the oil of the seal or the 
^walrus, and servt s as the and lire of Uic snow-dwelling, A bench 
formed of snow, placed round the chamber and covered with skins, is 
the seat of the household, Tlie Esquimaux now visited the shi|Mi, 
and were leg.ilcd by the navigators, who, for some time at a loss to 
please their jialates, found the greatest delicacies were train oil, 
entrails of animals, and any otlier substances of fat or grease, i 

When the surface of snow on fields is froi^cu, or even when the sooAir 
is genertdl^ dissolved, it is easily passable without snow-skates er 



E&QOIMAUX^S FIOAT* 


5 huf whqp the snow is soft and deep, it is very laborioiu 
fn^ SAy distance on foott Acoordingly, these ^quimanxma^ 
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di'&\vn by dogfl, for ^^onveytog tli«ta across the rough kod- 
iCkCf Jywg between the ships and the slme. 

Auott^r and more singular mode of transition on the water ivas ob¬ 
served by some of our voyagers. About a mile from the beach a 
nattve was seen cotniiig oif to them, as he approached they observed 
that instead of a canoe he was seated on tlirce inflated scal-bkins 
connected moat ingeniously by blown intestines, so that his vessel was 
i&xtrenidy buoyant. He was astride upon one skin, wlulc another of vi 
lai*g«r size was secured on either side of it, so that he was placed m u 
kind of hollow, llis legs, enveloped in seabskin boots, were immersed 
nearly to the knees in water; and he rowed with a slender soot- 
stained paddle of whale bone, which was seeured to his float by a 
thtmg. 

On the advance of spring the officers, dwelling on thtir prospect* of 
discovery, luund that their neighbours had a considerable knowlodgo 
of the seas and coast. One in particular, named JligUeck, 

k \\ing a pencil put into her hand, traced the ahorc from Repulse Ray 
so accurately as to awaken great confidence in what she might proceed 
to describe, She then exhibited the eastern limits of Meh^llc Pen- 
inxula; and on her pencil taking a westerly direction, she represented 
a strait between two ojmosite ka^, which opened on each side till it 
spread into an apparently unbounded ocean. So h^ihly gratitied wmo 
we hatigatorH with tiio sketch that excited their sanguine hopes, that 
,1lhcy bestowed attentions on lliglied:, which so excited hft vanity that 
it was necessary to dincontinuc them. Captain Lyon, meanwhile, 
took two journeys, in whdi he and his paity endured much suflbiing, 
azul were exposed to immin^it perils. 

Oxvthe 2nd of July they resumed their voyage, while a btiuiig ciurcnt 
fiom the north was bringuig do^m the ice with groat force. Sc\ ere 
*p];essurc was now endured by the Hecla, and within live or six hun¬ 
dred yards of the Pury there was such a concussion, by two large floes 
dashing against each others tbAtsi|||bbcrless huge masses wore thiown 
fifty or sixty feet in the a|r« vessels happily escaped being dashed 
to pieces by these movemenls; still the current was icg^irded wdlli 
much interest, as tliey conekided it came from the WTstein ocean, 

, which they were so deekow to reaesh. The ice passed by, luid the 
^ 1 ^ proceeded, iaraursd bf the wind azkd tide, 

Tbeahores began nowto mve their summei' appearance, and arctic 
plants zidl^ eoveoed jpwund, while the doer sported, and the 
mda ^ the or the soetfie. f^ceeding northwards, a^- 
ptenm^ oaip^tcd &e thgt they were approachhig the strait 

th« enteanc* i&to Polar 
xwebed the soiaiQ iskuod of X|g;lookiki 
wldch *|iu» iMMhpakKtod eat «• «taat«d tlie vmj comtnoneciaent of 
thepaosag*. wt, eeireve utaa^teir dSMppKOQtDieat$ ashect of ioCf 
sti’etclung from sliore to shenre, blocked up the passa^, on which the 
midsummer sun had not yet taken the elightest effect.* Captain rai^ 
with a patty of fdx, took a journey over its frozen surface. On : 

iaff the summit of a<hold cape, he had no doubt that be b^edd the 
iPwot Sea; and, though focmidable barriers of ic# intervened, h^' tp- 
tertained ardent hopes m forcing his way into it. 
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A curious form of ice observed about tide tiiTW* It was com¬ 
posed, oa its upper surface, ** of numberless iiTcgular iite4le-Uke 
eiy-;tals, placed vcitioally, and njai'ly close together; their length 
vaiynig, in different pi.'ces of ice, fioin live to ten Inches, and their 
brcadtli lu the nuJdll about lialf an incln-but pointed at both cuds. 
The* upper surface of i(*e having this structure, sometimes looks like 
greenish velvet; a \ortical section of it, winch frequently occurs at 
the margin of floes, resembles, while it remains compact, the most 
beautiful satin-spar, and asbestos when falling to pieces. In the 
eaily pait ol the season, this kind of ieo afibrdod pretty firm footing; 
but os the fjuniTncr utUanecd, the needles bcfumc more' loose and 
movciibh^ rendering it extiemcly fatiguing to walk over them, besides 
cutting (vir boot^ and feet, on which account the men called them 
licnkmxes/’ 

Kctuniinu to the sliij), Pany's arrival proved verj' seasonable, for 
the barriei iiad disii[)pearGd, and the next morning the water was 
open. A favourable wind now drove them ouM’ards, and they 
w\‘io looking for success to compensate all their di^ipiKimtments, 
when suddenly it stated that ice, removed fnmi its wintesr 
station, occupied the whole breadth of the channel. On reaching it 
thi'y found it soft and porou<«, and bearing dovni upon it with allthe^ 
cfttiva'!, they actually forced their way through a space of three oar 
four hiindreiij|’'ards { but there thty bciuiue absolutely fist. During 
the vhole season tlic shijjs wore umtble to advance a single step, and 
the only inf ninatuni that could be gainxl was by moans of lotid* 
journeys. One xiaity penetrated sixtY miles westAvard, along the 
southern coast of (k)okburn Island, till tliey reached a pinnacle, from 
Avhich they lunpicstionably saw the Polar Ocean spreading out before 
them its vasi' expanse; but an approach was rendered impossible by 
tremendous bairiors of ice. * 

'Idle Situation they now occupied was very unfaA'ourable ; wdiercas, 
by vetmmng to thL small ibland o^P^blookilc, they would be ready to 
catch the Ciirliest oiiening. Here, therefore, the vessels Avcie put into 
h'lrlvuu, af'oi the way for them had been sawn as usual. Por seven 
wvoks the} were deprived of tlie beams of the sun. With a colony of 
E'.tpuinaux they had sonic miercourse; they belonged to the samo 
tri])c that the manners had met at Winter Island, but they ap- 
poarod to bo more fselfish, and wore indifferent to those of thoir 
pc'oplo -who were in a debilitated and suffering state. 

(Japtairi Lyon attempted to cross Melville Peninsula, but in nineted^ 
days he was compelled To return, from the ruggedness of the route, 
dLooActing only two rapid rlvci's, falling into the sea near Iglook^. 
Lieutenant Iloppncr went with a party of natives to CK>ckbani Island, 
but could n^>t procood to ony distance inland. Captain Parry now 
renounced the hope of effecting auythutg important during the 
remainder of the season, and it wks only by severe sawing riiey could 
reach ilic open sea. He purposed, how'ever, to bring all the stores of 
tlic othtT AVMfeel board the Fury, and with it to brave a third wintw 
in the arctic regio is, hoping for a pi^o^tperous ianae in the sucooediag 
sutnmor; but symjKoius o4 scurvy appeared in ii?auy of the ^oreWi 
and rendered the bold project impracticable. After two year* passed 
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in polnr climefl, fi*oin whence no rumour of their existence had been 
hoard in Britain^ they arrived at Slietland on the lOtli of October, 
1823. They entered the Thames in a few days. 


CHAPTER IX. 

pounmi vo’XAOi; or captain pakuy. 

In 1824, his Majesty George IV. having commanded that another 
attempt should be made for the discover}' ot a north-west passage to the 
Pacittc, by way of Prince Regent^s Inlet, autlioriry was once more (on- 
ferredon Captain P*iiry, whoso cxploUb had bo deservctUy earned lum 
the approbation of tus country. At the some llitie Captain Fxankliu, 
undaunted bv the perilous expedition by hind in which he had already 
been engaged, and by the magnitude of the proposed undeituking, 
having, with the promptness and per*)everancc peculiar to his charaeicr, 
proposed to connect the discoveiies he had made ut the mouth of the 
Coppermme River* with the furthest known point m the western 
aide of Atacnea, by deseendiag the Mackenzie River^Tuid, with the 
assistance of his intiepid asnociute, Di. Richardson, by coasting ttie 
northern shores, iu opposite directions, towaids the two previously- 
discovered points, his Majesty also eoinmaudcd that this expedition 
should be simultaneously undertuken. Limiting our present attention 
to the narrative of Captain Parry, we Imd that the Admiralty applied 
. themselves, with their usual alaciity, to supply him wdth everything 
which could assist him in his arduous uudortaking. The Hocla w'us 
arranged to carry him to the nortlberu coast of Hpitzbergon, where she 
-was to be secured in a Ba& harbour or cove ; and witli her were scut 
two boats, to be diagged or navigated, according to circumstanceSf 
from that island to the Pole. These boats were framed of ush and 
hickory, covered with waterproof canvass, over wliich were successive 
planksS of hr and oak, with sheet of stout felt interposed, and nccord- 
iQgly united tlie greatest possible degree of strength and elasticity. 
The interior was made capacious and flat-floored, somew'hat ns in 
troop-boats, and a rumier attached to each side of the keel fitted tliem 
t6 bo diawn along the ice like a sledge. Wheels were also taken on 
board, in case then ujsc should be found practicable. 

The adventurers starte^m the 27th of March, 1827, and on the l®th 
of April entered tlie fine harbour of Uamnieifest in Norway, wheie 
they remained two or throe weeks, and took on board eight reindoer, 
with a quanUty of picked moss for their provender. Soon after 
leaving this place they found themselves among the ice, and met a 
number of whole ships. On the 13th of May they wcieiu view of 


• An accouut of Captain Franklin's adventures wilt be found in the volume of 
tho WoRXiNO Man's Libeary, entitled ** Foot-prints of Traveller^.'* 
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CHAPTER XI. 


eiSOOMD VOTA.OE OF CAPTAIK BOBS. 

% 

Tm feeling which had been bo long aAvakcned and sustained, now ap¬ 
peared to be quenched by bo xniich ill success as to the object contem¬ 
plated. Even the Board of Longitude was abolished, and the reward of 
iC20»000 offered by Forliament was withdrawn. But while the spirit 
of enterprise seemed j'cprcssed in one direction^ it was manifest in 
another, itb we shall how proceed to show. 

It occurred to Captain Boss that steam vessels had special advan¬ 
tages for arctic navigation ; but while Government declined all pecu¬ 
niary aid, Mr. (the late Sir Felix) Booth offered to supply all the 
means required from liis own resources. The Victory steam-vessft of 
85 tons, was now provided, and it was fui nished wth provisions for a 
thousand days. The Admiralty gianted a decked vessel, of sixteen 
Coai||^nd two botits which had been used in the polar expedition ; and 
wiffitiiese the use of books and instruments. The second in com¬ 
mand was the nephew of Captam Boss, w ho had been engaged in some 
of the recent northern voyages. 

The vessel moved down the Thames on the 2t'Jrd of May, 182D, but 
ike steam-engine soon piovcd exceedingly' defective. On reaching 
the Hull of Galloway, one of the arms of the principal stoker was so 
dreadfully shattered by the machinery, that the captain, as the sur¬ 
geon had not yet joined, was compelled to jicrform immediate ampu¬ 
tation ; and the poor man was afterwaids landed that lie might have 
the care of a regulox practitioner. Another disappointment was ex- 
pprienoed. Fifty-four seamen were engaged in ovdei^ carry on the 
whale-fishery, and to bring back, if practicable, parWif the Fury’s 
; but though they joined the vessel, their demands were so exov- 
t^tant and their conduct so mutinous, that this part of the ( ch(Mnc, 
whiah was designed in hope of some remuneration for tlie outLiy of 
tho entciprise, was totally relinquished. 

^ were assailed by a violent tempest on passing the island of 

but in crossing the ocean they had a fair wind, which carried 
tMm bIoh^ without steam. On the 3rd of July they were off Cape 
:1?l^well, and in^a few days gained the latitude of 05 drg. 34 min. As 
^1^ wind became less favourable, they resorted to the engine, but its 
''Wi was tovial, while damages were occurring which involved great 
in repairs. They found, however, a bay, which, when en- 
was seen to open into two magnificent inlets, bordered by noble 
and almost every spot was bright with verdure. A Danish 
to their surprise, bom towards thgm; it came, from an appro - 
of distroBSi with aHfej^y offer m aid, from the governor of a 
ilBtitlement belonging to tharw^on, called Holsteinbcrg. The peopl^ 
ll^o are exclusively employeom hunting and ffshing. The navM 
fUloro were most hospitably received* ^ 

was this alL A whalcg: from London, having struck on a xock» 
l^,put in to refit, but as she proved to be beyond such repaim^ Am 
^ji^Abaadoned, end was now lyin^ an i^solnte wreck. Apwtof 
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Stores had boon sold to the Danest and the remniiider left in charge 
thi* governor. Ah he took a great interest in the expedition, itnd • 
offered any (King that could be of service, Captain llosH found his 
■wants most unexpectedly and hapjnly suppliLcl. 

On the 2iith they soiled to the northward, and on approaching tlio 
IntLtufh' of 7 1 d(»g. north, where the Ifecht and i'ury hod been beset 
in lf>21, the ocean was as free from ice as any aca in summer. In the 
c-dms that followed, the engiup, though exceedingly feeble, rendered 
them souip sen ice. On lenehing the entrance of Lancaster tSound, 
so free u.is it from ice, that ho sailed tlirough the muUllc of the strait, 
while the^ ft It it ai*r('t'al»le to dine without a tire, and svith half the 
sk}l]^hi remoted. On the !)(h ol Aui»ust, a welcome breeze sprang 
lip from the tMst, an I all being scf, on the following day they 
])assed ij'i' Yoik, after uhi<*h the Lind ht^gins to tiu’u southward, and 
uiili till* ()ppo<-itc coast f'f North Soinci^ct (Boothia) fbiiiis the broad 
opfniiig (d PiImcc llcL'cnt’s lulct. ’ As uas ilic chaiiuel by which 
Cafitaai K i-^s h ^ped to ucr omplish his p issage, he immediateljr steered 
(Uioss, and joitlicd the \\eaim shore between (’ane Soppings and 
Klwiu Ba}. 

VarifMs <hfTiculti(\*» u cu now encomitercd from heavy gales, pieces 
of UP, and the ^aliation<i ot the couipiis; jet on tlic 12th, they 
descried th** plate of the Fury's wicck, but a stiong current carried 
thrin on 1 } iKiin it, and cAcii ont to sea. It wasuith great effort they 
n a( lu'd this dc^'iied spot Not a vesfigo of the slop's hull, 

uluch had been left on the hi ach, Kiiuencd; but the canistCTS of 
]nfs('rvt*(l provisionp weie as perfect as ulien they were first xire* 
jiiired. Otlu i stoics \v<*re, with little exception, equally good, raising 
their stoidc to a supply foi two ytars and three months. The sails 
weie found iii comi>letc puservatiou ; and they aLo obtained a store 
of (oal. ^ • 

Again thej resumed their i irecr of discovery, and on the l/5th of 
Augu‘-t leaihcd a < ape, the fiuthc^'t point ween by Captain Party. 
'Fhe compass was now of no um*, and ns they were often enveloped m 
fogs, then couisc was one of gual diH’^ulty and i>mi. lleferiing to 
one source of danger, (\ii)taiii Koss describes the ice as stone, and 
even us solidus it it 'ucie granite, and thou says: “Imugine thoae 
mountains huilod through a nanow strait by u rapid tide, meeting 
with the noise of thunder breaking from oneh other^B precipices huge 
fragments, or rending each other asundtr, till, losing tlieir former 
equilibrium, they fall over headhmg, lifting the sea around in 
breakeiB, and ■whirling it in eddif s. 'I lierc is not a moment in whloh 
it can be conjectured what shablnqipin the next; there is not OM 
which may not be the last The attention is troubled to fix on an)v 
thing amia such confusion; Htdl must it be alive, that it may seize on, 
the single momeuL of help or escape that may occur. Yet with oil 
this, and it is thahardo'at task of all, there is nothing to be acted—no 
effort to be mad^—the navigator must be patient, as if he were unooiv** 
corned or careless, waiting, as he best can, for the fate, be it whikt 
it may, which ho cimnot influence or avoid/’ ^ 

At Brentford Bay, w’hich w'an of considerable extent, with fionui ^ 

fine harbours^ Captain Boss landed, displayed his colours, and, drin^j^ 

• . * * ? 
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11% King's hcaltli, took possession of thc'laiKl, to whieli he gate 
tti name of Boothia, as that of his Majesty. In tlio course of August 
Ma S^lember he worked liis way along three hundred miles of un- 
dfeeovered coast; and hcio the land, li a westerly direction, ap- 
|M»ared to afford the fair promise of a passage between the country now 
fturreyed and the continent of America. But by the end of Soptoin- 
ber, large masses of ice were closing around them, and they thought 
^cmsclvos happy when they found a station in Felix Harboui. Ileie, 
by sawing through the ice, u position was taken uherc the vessel 
noig^t be most safely lodged for the wintoi. The engine was now lo- 
maved, os unlikely to prove of any future beuefit. Plans were adopted 
for promoting hcfdtli and comfort. Dhine ser\icp wasregulmly cele¬ 
brated, and religious in-ttruction wa^ di->pense(l at a bchool c's<'ry 
Sunda)” evening. 

Like their predecefi«ort>, the mi^igntCTt. had some inteicomse uitJi 

E arlic* of Esquimaux, i%h(> imparted what they had oi gcogiapliii ai 
nowlpdge. It appeared from them ili it betwi'cn the ]>itst nl station 
And Kcpulso Bay. there was a very extensivi' gulf, limited by MiOmHo 
P eninsula on the oust, the Ameiicrin toast on the south, and the 


country m which they wero now on tli ■west. "Whether theie uas 
any nJX's igablc t>pcning fui th(*r westward could not then be as(‘ertaiued. 
One party spoke, however, of a grf*at sea lying to the v\t >luard, mid 
of a strait, which it ivas hoped nuf?lil loul into it. An cxjiloiiug cx- 
podition was now foimed oy (’onuuuidd Bo s, w'iih the <huf in i(e 
and two native guide-., but the journey bsued only in disappoiutnunl. 

A place called Shagavoke had liowcv( i been si)olvcn of, whiM(‘ the 
water iashed through a naiioiv strait with exiraoidmaty lapidity. 
Commander Ross, thcieforo, set out ui quest of it with a ficsh guide; 
but though the channel at its entrnnte was about fi\o miles bixiad, yet 
four milcB upwai'ds it nuirowcd to 120 fct'l, and so dhcumbcied w ns 
this small space ivhh locks that it Hcunicd doubtful if a boat could 
affect It passage. All idea of a passage south of the sliip*^ pir-out 
Station was therefore relinquished. 

The hom of finding the desired passage ivas now diiected to tho 
north, and Commander Ross took atiother jouniej In that (quarter. 
He found an inlet, wliich might possibly rcath the western sea, but it 
affoided little promises and the natives intimated that the only chaniifl 
was in a much more ixorthcily direction, supposed to be no other than 
Barrow's Strait, alicady navigated by C^aptaui Parry. 

Another journey was now detenained on to the westward, beyond 
the isthmus, to trace the coast of America, as it extended along the 
nowly-diftcovL*red sea. Again Conunmider Ross staited, and, having 
esrossed the great middle lake of the istbmuH, be reached his former 
staUon on tho western sea; but tlxough cheers arose at the first view 
of it, regret was felt at tlic likoliliuod being diminished of its ever 
baing navigated. As the party had to sleep there, they made a sort 
of burrow In the snow, roofed it with their skin boat,'and formed a 
door of a block of snow. 

Pxosecutiiig their research, they found an inlet which aflbrded, by 
ifo appearance, some hope that it might open into the Polar OceaUi 
Dttfc It proved to be only .the mouth of a river. In a few days they 
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found themselvM on th43 main, land of America, and as the coast 
Btretohed due west, and tJie surface Tvas Ic^el, they proceeded 
compfirativo case and rapidity. The diiection changing to the noj^l v* 
west, they s.)on arrived at a spacious bay, which they named 
but their difficulties were now constantly increasing. AVhere aU ^ 
icc, and all one dazzling mass of white;-where the surface of the sea > 
tossed up and fixed into rncks, nhile the land, on the contrary, ^ ' 
very often flat— it is no easy thing to distinguish the one from the other. 
They could not live without eating, however much they might desire 
it, and ihcii* stock of provisions was a h6avy load, avhich the dogs 
could no longer assist in dragging, being now completely exhausted. 
Already the food had been leduced below the full allowance, and a 
still further diminution was necessary to lender possible the continu- 
tincc of the journey tw'o days longer. With «ucli heavy toil, tliis was 
a severe piivatioii, but it was one which the whole party was ready to 
endure. 

Dispensing now with every thing they could, and setting out M'ith 
only four da\s* provibion, on tlic following day tiny reached Cape 
Felix, wheie the ocean to the south-west stretched bef. ;e them as if 
unbounded. Tra\ oiling along the coast for twenty miles, tliey were, 
on the following morning, in lat. 69 deg. 46 mm. 19 hoc., long. 98 deg 
32 nim. 49 S(‘c.; bat most anxioiib as they wore to moceed, they were 
without the means of sub«;istcnoe for doing so. The spot on which 
they stood was named Victory Point, while nhe mast distant one in 
vu’W, estimated to be iu long. 09 deg. 17 nnn. 58 sec., was called 
Cupe Fianklin, In a cairn ui stoiiev, six feet high, they lodged on 
account of their ptoceedings, but with little hope that it would ever 
meet the eye of a Euroi)c:ui traveller. 

It was no ordinaiy task to effect their return. Of eight dogs, only 
tw'O remained alive. On the 8th of June, when in a grcatlj^-exhaustea 
slate, tluy met a party of natives, wdio so hospitably received thbih 
that they were able to rest foi a day, and on the 13th they reached 
the vessel. They did so only just iu time, for the thatv had set in 
With exUaordmary force, and the ocean could only be traversed with ^ 
the greatest danger. They were now ajixious to extricate the vessel" 
for a voyage noi*thw'ards, but mouth after month passed away, and with 
it even lhf,‘ height of summer, but the ice of the sea was still tm- 
moved. Hope arose only to be followed-by bcvere disappointment- 
In that dreary spot they had remained eleven months. ^ 

AVith indescribable joy, how'ever^ on the I7th of September, they 
found the vessel once more firec, and advanced about three mil0)>, 
when meeting a ridge of ice, they made fast to one of its extremities 
in a tolerably secure position between two icebergs. A change 6f 
wind and heavy fall of snow, on the following morning, confined then), 
to this frail retreat; but in the evening a hca^ 7 ’ gale si}rang up, which 
on the following days drove the iccbeigs, and the vessil with the](n, 
near some rocks, yet doing no seiious injury. They w^ere completdy ; 
frozen iu on the 23rd, and within a week the surface of the sen 
entirely unbroken. Through the greater part of October theyw^tt 
laboriously employed in sawing trough the icc, the thickness 6f 
Whieh was constantly increasing, and they were at length 
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rafter rencluug a spot in 'nhkh ther^ was tolerable pro« 

1 '^3!ik& setting in of winter demanded a lessening of the usual allow- 
of provision, and most dreary were the cii'cunistancos of the 
luivtgiitors. In the April of 1831, some excursions were taken, but 
With no remarkable discovery* Particular attention wa'^, however, paid 
to, the magnetic pole, which had been placed by the learned in Europe 
in latitude 70 deg. north, and longitude 90 dog. 30 nun, wcbt. In 
hju» emodition of 1830, along the cojist of Aint-rica, and when near 
"Cape Felix, (Captain lloss had approached wdthiii ten miles of it, but 
was unable to make the necessary experiments for want of the requisite 
instruments. After returning to Uie vo'-fiel, he was led to conclude, 
by a long and careful scries of observations, that the real piunt lies in 
latitude 70 deg. 5 mm. 17 sec. noith, and longitude 90 deg. IG miu. 
45 sec. west. This would place it on the wcstein coast ut Boollua, 
and betting out on tl*e 27th ot May, he reached tins spot on the Ist of 
June, after a laborious journey. The amount of tlie ilip was 8& deg. 
and 59 sec., being only one inuiute loss than 90 <leg., the vortical posi¬ 
tion wliich woulihave precisely indicated the polar station ; and the 
horizontal needles, when suspended in the most delicate niunnn pos¬ 
sible) did not show the slightest tendency to move. But as “ Nature 
had erected here no monument to denote the spot which she had 
chosen os the centre of one of her great and dark poweis,’* the com¬ 
mander placed upon it a flag, and erected a cann, oi lioap of stones of 
^ some magnitude, in. which he placed a record of his visit. The state 
uf provisions now compelled a 'return, after proceeding u iew miles 
further along the coast, which he saw btill extending ten or twelve 
miles duo north. 


It was felt highly desirable, on his return, to escape, if possible, 
from the dreary imprisonment, and on the 29th of August they iverc 
in full sail, but soon they were blocked up in a harbour to which tliey 
hod repaired, and on the 27th uf September, they found themselves 
'Completely hxed for a third winter. Then* navigation dining this 
year W'as four miles, an increase of one on the past. 

The depression which now arose, was followed by a conviction that 
they must abandon the vessel* But csca|)e could only be dfcctcd by^, 
proceeding in the lioats, or drawing them over the ice to the wreck of 
the Fury, when, after again rqdt nishuig themselves fiom lier stores, 
tliey might reach Davis's Straits, and return home in one of the 
vrhme ships. They therefore determined to proceed m e:a'ly as tra¬ 
veling should be found practicable. On the 23rd of Apiil, 1832, they 
oonuncncod their arduous enterprise. They had not only to pi^ceed 
<m foot, but to drag provisions and boats over a vast expanse ol ragged 
iee. So heavy were the loads that they could not bo c.imcd at once, 
it was neccssoiy to go back and forward twice, and even oftener, ou 
the same day, having, meanwhile, to encounter dreadful tempests cf 
anew and drift, and to make circuits in order to avojd impabsable 
"barriers. Thus it was found, by the 31st of May, they had iiuvdled 
329 miles to gain thirty in a direct Uue, having expended a month in 
this labour, 

Opi tho 29th of May they abandoned the ship, the flest wldoh 
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CaiYtain ll<>S5i had bean compelled to leave of tlurty-'Six in wlAlSt 3iM> 
had saiftd diiung a period uf foity-two years. It mos tlio Uth of 
bcloie anytKiTi^ was brouj;lit to the other hide of lllizalict a Harbour^ a* 
the neavtbt spot lo M^hich there was full fa(.curiiy of being utile 10 
reluin; and it was now niranged that Commander Itoss aud tn^O 
othcis bhould set foiwardas alight parti-, to aseeituin the state uf the 
t>u]>plu s, and then lo leport to the main boily, Mhf>, more heavily ludi'ji, 
were* proceeding at a &lo>vcr lale, I'hoy rcpoitcd on tlieir iirht leturn 
that tlaey had found tliree of the boats washed away, but enough ^^iU 
luff for their puiposo, and all the proMsions in good condition. On 
the IsL of July the Mhole crew iciuhcd their dehtiiiutioii, and soon 
icaiiiig a canvas dwelling, they (ailed it Somerset IIoiih(\ 

Th.' boats "vveie leudy by the Ist of August, but the voyage prov'^cd 
very dilluult; nla^sos of ioc vveio stiU tossing ainubt tho vSiives, and 
■wh( n-tln y sought slicltcr tluie were generally lofty pieeipitous (diir', 
a single liagiiient Jioin w'hu'h, dvUiched by the ticiid, would have 
dtislitd them lo piece*'. On arriving at llairow's Stiait their efforts to 
nui ahmg it vveie reud(‘red fruitless by the ice; and by the 2ilhof 
Sc ptciiibcT all v\ire agreed that nothing could be dc^ic hut to return 
10 Fuiy Jh^ach, au<l there to pns* tlicir fouith'wintei. Dut on pro¬ 
ceeding inoie than half the distance, tlie n e rendered it impost»ible to 

} )ii)ce((l, vv'hcn hauling their boats on shore, they left them ubovo 
ncli-watei mark. lOion, carrying their ]ifrovisions on sh'dgcs, a;id 
making a sonuvvliat diflicult journey, tlicy wrrived at what they now 
accounted their home on the 7th of October. 

The wiutci, us it adv'anted, proved to be one of groat sevoiity. On 
IlmlOthof Felnuary, 18Ji;b the carpenter died of scurvy; scveial of 
tlie seaiiun became also affected by it; (\iptain lloss felt its suie ap- 
jiroaeli by tho return of pain in his old w^iUnds. Awful ind<*ed was 
Ih^ur situation now, and it not liberated in the ensuing suiniiicr, thfie 
■was liltU* hope of their suiriving another ycai. As soon as possible, 
thcrelbie, they carried forward a slock of pioviaions to the i) 0 »itioit 
of tlie bouts; but though the distance was only 82 miles, their reduced 
numbers, mid tho weight of the loads, obligc(i them to go over tha 
sauie ground eight times, thus extending the space to 256 miles, oud 
luiuishing laborious employment for the space of a mouth.* Itetuin- 
iiig to Somerset House, Uicy quitted it on the Blh of July, and uirived 
at their boat-station on the 12th. 

A month had passed, when ulane of water appeared leading to tho 
nortlward, and on the 15th August they cmbaiked tluu storcK, and 
were under weigh, with a favoun^jlc wind, and on tlie 16th hud 
arrived at the furthest point reached in the preceding ycAr. lu iho 
evening they were at the north-eastern point of America, and behi'M 
t)ic soa in that direction, though cnruinburt d vdth icc, quite uuvigablo* 
On the following dgy they turned tho point of tho solid moss v^iich 
obstructed the iulct, and saw liurrow’s Sti'uit stretching out before 
them. ■\Vaitqd onwards, th* y reached the opposite shore, wdiich they 
sailed aloug till within twelve miles uf CapuofYoik. In the two 
following they passed Admiralty Inlet, und came viilliin six or sevmi 
mlLes of that called Navy Hoard; after which they w-erc detairud bx 
contrary winds, and had to reduce their allowance provisions. On 
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oonld again use their oars, and xcaehcd the east;^ side 
Board Inlet, 'where they Ibujid a good heihour for the night. 

Early in the morning of the 2Gth a sail w percchxd; thcix finals, 
0^ hard rotving, -were Boon observed, and a boat lowered, made 
towards them. On its aiiival, the mate iuquirctl if they were in 
.jifaFtross, and had lost their vessel; and answered their questions by 
jBtetiug that he belonged to the Isabella, oi Hull, once commanded by 
'Captain Kobs, but now by Captain Humphreys. He w^as told that 
yhe former person stood before him; but he said that could not be, as 
the captam had certainly been, dead ior two years. On being satisfied 
to the contrary, he offered his cordial congratulations ; hastened back 
to the ship, the yards of which w'cre immediately manned, nnd the 
navigatots were received with three hearty cheers. Their state was 
not very enviable. “ Every man was hungry, and w^as to bo fed ; all 
were ragged, and were to bo clothed; there was not one to w horn 
Washing was not indispensable, nor one to whom his beard did not 
deprive of'all English semblance; it was washing, drcffcing, sharing, 
all intcraimgled,*' At length they were fully siipphcd, and 
Retired to icAt; ♦‘hnd I trust," adds Captam lloss, “there was not 
one man among us W'ho did not then express, where it was due, his 
gratitude for tluit interposition which liud raised im all from a despair 
which none could now forget, and had brought us from the very 
boarders of a not-dintant gra\c to life, and friends, and cnilization," 
On his landing at Hull, on the 18th, great aow'ds were attracted, and 
•After receiving the freedom of the towm, and a public ontCTtainxneiit, 
ho proceeded on the foUoAving day to London, and having re]}orted 
himself to the Admiralty, was presented on the inorroAv to his Mujesty, 
at Windsor, by tvhom he was most graciously icceived, and from 
whom he received the title, like captain, now 6ir Edward Pnn'y, of 
*&u% John lloss. 


Xu his long absence from England much anxiety Avas felt; and 
Captain Back w’os despatched, in 1883, to ascertain his into, and if 
living, to co-operatc with him. Descending fiom SlaA'e Lake, by a 
river to which his name has been gh'cn, he reached the sea, and though 
ho failed in the first object of his expedition, he added to our know¬ 
ledge of the physical character of those countries as avcU as the coast¬ 
line, which latter was finally completed, at subsequent pciiods, by 
D&aes and Simpson, and Kay. 

, In 1836 Captabi Back was sent out in the Terror. He wdt- 

E d the most striking phenomena of the Polar seas, lie saw 
ihe approach of winter is attended with many interesting cliangefl. 
' begins to fall as early as August, and the whole ground is 
covered to the d^th of from two to three feet before the month of 
<Oetober, Along the shores and bays, the fresh-water poured from 
the rivulets, or draiued from the thaAving of former collccttons of snow, 
incomes quickly converted into solid ice. As the cold* augments, the 
etv deposits its moisture in the form of a fog, which freecos into a fine 
Ipessamcr netting, spiculor icicles, diqiersed through the atmosphere, 
ie^ »tremely minute. The hoar-frost settles profusely, in fantastic 
wStm, iui every prominence. The whole surlace of me sea atestts 
a limekiln, an, app^rasnee oall^ frost simdce, oattirMi, ai ibr 
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Other ^<4tanccs of the production of vapour^ by the t^teira hn&ag 
warmer thim the incumbent air. At length, the dispersion of the mJity 
and (Miuscqucnt clcameRS of the atmospheie, announce that the upper 
stratum of the bca itself has cooled to the same standard; a sheet lOf' 
ico spicads quickly over the smooth expanse, and often gtdns 
tliickness of mi inch in a single night, -Inc darkness of a prolongtM 
W'inicr now broods impcnctiahly over the frozen continent, unless tlfO 
nioou chance, at times, to obtrude her faint rays, which only disooTar 
the honors and wide desolation of the scene, liie wi’etchcd sdttletSt 
eovtred with a load of bear skins, remain crowded and immured 
tlujT liuts, every chink of w'hich they carefully stop against the 
puti iiig cold; and, cowc-ting about the stove or the lamp, they seek to 
dore an aj the tedious night. Their slender stock of provisions, though 
kt pf ui the same uparlment, is often froren so hard as to require to be 
i ut ]>v a hatchet. The whole of the inside of their hut becomes lined 
a thick (lust of ice; and if Ihev happen fur an instant to op<»u a 
wmilow, the iiiinsture of the coiilinti air is immc^diatcly precipitated 
in the foiui of a shower of snow. As the fro«it continues to penetiatd 
deeper, the rocks are heard at a distance to split udfli !<' d explosions. 
The' bJetp ol death seems to wrap the scene iii utter And oblivious 
ruin. ** The sound of voices/* it has been said, “ which, during the 
cold lUMther, could be heard at a muc'h gi eater distance than usual, 
ftervud now and then to brook the silence which leigncd urouiid us; 
a silence 1 nr different from tlint peaceable composure which charoc*- 
tciHcs the lundbcape ot a cultivat'd counjlry ; it w^as the death-hk*^ 
fiUllncss of the most dreary desolation, and the total absence of ani¬ 
mated exi<^tenec/* 

Aftri bang for nine xnontlis ‘‘wedged in an icy cradle/’ appear¬ 
ances iaioured tlie hope of oiifiro extrication. On March 16, 1887, 
the gciicial attention w^as turned to the means of deliverance. ’By 
May 17, the seamen had so far cut the ice liom aroimd the ships aalxi 
allow them to float; but in the sea it w'as still immovable, By Ae 
middle of June there were channels in which boats could pass; yet, 
throughout tliib mouth and the following, the great covering of ice in 
the BUIlouuding sea remained entire, and kept the ships in harbour. 
Oil the 2iid of August, hoAvever, the whole mass, W one of those 
budden movements to which it is liable, broke up and floated out. 

The phenomena of this season are thus described:—“"Wlien thosun 
rcappeais above the horizon, his languid beams rather betray the wide 
wflsi** thim brighten the prospect. By degrees, however, tne fu^her 
piogresB of the firost is checked. In the monlJi of May the famished 
inmates venture to leave their huts in quest of fish on the margin o£ 
the sea. As the sun acquires elevation, nis power is greatly incrcasodi 
the snow gradually wastes awav, the ice dissolves apace, and vobt 
fragments of it, detached from the cbifs, and undermined beneatlu 
precipitate thomselves on the shore with the crash thunder* The 
ocean is now*tmbound, and its icy dome broken up with tremendotWI 
rupture. The enormous fields of ice thus set afloat are, by the vio¬ 
lence of winds and currents, again dissevered and dispotsed. Some* 
times, impelled in opposite directions, tliey approach end Strike vtilh 
a mutual shock, like tl^e crash of worlds-^sitfBeunt, if opposed, to 
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ttvdiijpe tt% fttOTciA ill a moment the proudest moiiumcntn of ][iuman 
Itiiii impoEsiblo to picture a situation more awful than that 
‘the sailorsi who boc their frail bark thus fatally enclosed, expecting 
unediate and inevitiiblc destruction." 

Ci^tain Buck, iu his attempt to reach Bepulsc Bay in llie ship 
.aVrtdr, in 1837, experienced several ot these ice-storms. The captain 
ajEvcril^s tlie (*rashing, grinding, aud rushing noise of the floe break¬ 
ing up alongside the ship ; tlic creaking of the beams and tim¬ 
bers, and an advancing rampart of ice, about thirty feet iu height, 
rolling Roawtu'd iu one vast >)ody. All around, enormous masses ol icc, 
escaped from conhuement, and being tossed up in ineg ilar xiositions, 
looked like so many engines of dostructiou. Providentially, the ship, 
instead of yichling to the pressure, and cracking like a walnut, was 
forced up, so that the approatdiing icc (dther passed under }iei, or was 
wedged against the large masses at citlicr extremity. 

Oao of the most fcailul assaults occurred on the lOlh of Ajiril. 
^*At seven o'clock, p.m.,” says the voyager, “u noise was heard 
along the icc, about u .mile to the west of the ship, and sof*n the 
breeze brought down the whole western body witli mesistible 
ibreo, suddenly assailing tiic floe pieces, grinding and ploughing 
up the edg(‘B, Tlicrc were frequent pauses, not unlike the silence 
which succeeds a heavy crash of thunder; but suddtmly, on it 
came again with a deafening roar, destroying everything in its 
furious course. "Wherever our eyes were turned they were 
met by rising waves of icc rolling tlieir burdens toAvards the 
ship. On(» in particular, not more than thirty paces, had reared itself 
at Icobt thirty feet on our inner floe-piece, which, strong as it uas, 

g ave Avay under the accumulated weight, and a mass of sevci al tons 
eing thus upturned, and added to the original buUc, the Whole Inire 
down slowly upon our quaru*r. Ihc ship herself was high out of tlie 
W'aleron the ice, but this overtopped her like a tower. The ship, 
tiuable to right herself, began to eumplaini and the scene became every 
moment more dark and threatening. 

Again ])reparationB were made for a wreck, but circunistaiUH's were 
tiow even more discouraging than on former occasions. The large 
'|ueco8 of ice around, any one of which would have held the boatb, 
^Orovibions, etc., now no lunger remained; the ship avus surrounded 
Dy broken and crushed ice, presenting a multitude of angular and 
irregular surfaces, but none lit to trust a boat on, still less u human 
being; at the same time, every piece being in motion, it would have 
b^en imT^siblo to have reached the land. Knowing this, mul loelmg 
«acutely for the many beings entrusted to my charge, it may be con- 
eoived with whnt intense anxiety I listened to the crashing and grind¬ 
ing oiuund. The strength of the ship, tried and shaken as it had 
sdready been, could hardly bo expected to withstand the ovorwlichu- 
in$ power opposed to it, and what the result of that night miglit Imve 
be^n it is umossiblo to say, and painful to contemplate, had not an 
O'VWraUng Frovidoice mercifully averted the crisis, by suddenly, at 
iho moment of greatest peril, arresting the tumult. In less time than 
it conld be spoken, there was a stUlness of death, and we wore saved, 
Tbe Watch was called^ the crew dismissed; and I trust sionc that 
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ni^ht lfi)d*his head on hi^ pillow without ofTcring up a devout thaidl;4*^ 
ghiiig for the mercy which had been vouchsafed him* This « 
happily, the last attack of this kind/’ Captain, now Sir O. Ba(^ ^ 
ascertained the magnetic pole in his subsequent researches, and sujw 
Tcyod the eastern part of the western coast oi Boothia Felix, a land 
he so named after his patron Sir Felix Booth. 

Some years elapsed uithout any further efforts iu the arctic circle; 
but m 184o (/otenimrut despatched the Erebus and the Terror, uncl^f 
the (ommand of Sir J. Fiiiukhn, priucipally >^ith the view of rom*- 
j/eting the magnetic s^r^ey of the globe. The vcs'scls were supplied 
with pjov’sions for three years, and instructions were criven to proceed 
ncioss I,;iTv*asrcr Sound to ('ape Walker, that is, about 98 deg. W., 
uii"l Ihcnre in as diiect a line as possible to Behring' Strait. • 

It is tins evpcdilion, of Avhich no tidings have been heard, that has 
evcitofl so widely and deeply tJie popular interest and aympathy. 
IXpeditions ln\e been already sent out in quest, and for the awl, of 
Sir John and his creus. The first, the Plover, under the command of 
tJdptain Aloore, sailed in January, IS 18, for Behryig's Strait, where 
she wan to winter ; and, semlmg out boats, endeavour t( ^Ommimica'O 
svith Sir Jolin Kiehardson, who left England in March of the samo 
j'oar, to reach the mouth ot the Maiken/ic, by m\j of ('anadn and ihe 
great Lakes. The duty committed to him was to examine the eoaet 
from lhat liver to t'oppcrmini* River, giid return to winter quarters at 
Great Boai luike. 

(In the Irith of July, 1848, her Majesty’s ships Eutcipriso and In- 
vestigatoi also sailed from the Danish seUleiucnt of Upernatik.uudfft 
the (ommand of Sir James, whose ardour, encigy, and j;>crseverance> 
had previously been m.mito^ted as (Commander lloss, to aearch 
for the expedition of Sir John Fianklin, They puisucd their course 
to the northward under varying ciriMinistaiwa's ot perplexity, anxufty, 
and Buceess ; for, although the commander could not hut feel assured 
that they should eventually get through the Melville Bay bariier, y,pt 
Ualms and light winds so greatly impeded any movement ui the tracks 
tlirtt day ait('r day passed away, until the season was so far advanced 
as to preclude every hope of accompliohmg much, if anything, bcfoi!«C 
the settmg-in of winter. 

No exei turns, however, were spared to take advantage of c%ery 
opporMinity of pushing the ships forward, until, on tlie 20th of 
August, during a heavy breeze from the north-cast, the ships, undtx 
all ihe sail they could emry, bored through a pack of ice of but 
moderate thuknoss.lnit having amongst it heavy masses mingled with 
the lighter icc that <‘Ovcred the larger surface, through which it was 
necessary to drive the ship at all hazards. The shocks they sustained , 
during ihis severe trial were great, but happily without serious 
damage to them. • Having got iut > the open sea, they Btecrod for Pond’s 
Bay, and, having arrived there, hove-to within half a mile of tho90 
points upon ^hi^ the Esquimaux arc known to place their summer 
residences, firing guns eveiy half hour, and with their glasses closely 
examining every part of the shore, without being able to disc* m ®giy 
human beu^. From Pond’s Bay they commenced a rigid examination 
of the co&St to the i onthward, keeping the ships close in along Has 



143 ftUOOND \OYAGB OF CAFYAIN XtOHS,* 

Umd], fk> ihAt neither people nor boats could hiwC passed without their 
teeing them. 

On the 3(Jlh they arrived off Possession Bay, and a party was sent 
m ^orc, to search for any traces of Sir John Franklin's expedition 
naviiig touched at tins general point of rendezvous. Nuihingw*i8 
found but the papn Iclt there recording the visit ol Sii Edward Parry 
in 1810, The pap^r was very much damaged; but, by careful wash* 
and litdng together, nearly cvoiy uord was clearly deciphered. 
It 18 still preserved. From this ])(>iiit they continued the exanunntion 
6f the coast with etiual care, for they fully expected every hour to see 
those of whom they were in, bcarch; and the most vigilant look-out 
nas kept aloft, and firom the deck. Every day ilic)* ucie m the piac- 
tice of tlirouing over board a cask from each shij), contaiiimg p ipeis 
with iniormation of nil their proceedings; guns were tirtcl diumg 
weather, and blue lights and rotkels were used duiiiig the Inmis 
uTwkness, the ships being kept under such easy sail that any bout 
seeing the signals might have reached them. Having explored nuiny 
Other places, they Blood for a harbour iacot Cape ltt*nncll, but lounu 
0 heavy body of* ice extending from the west-end of C'oiuwjlhs Is¬ 
land, in a compact mass, to Leopold's Island, Coasting along tliis 
mck during stormy and foggy^ weather, they had difficulty in keeping 
we ships free during the night, for Iheri^ is reason to believe that so 

S eat a quantity of ice was never before se n in Barrow’b ftuaits as at 
is period. With the thcrmoiuetei at degices cvciy night, yoimg 
foe formed rapidly, and became so thick as to liustrate all tlicu exer¬ 
tions to pasb tlxrough some of the lower sueanib. NevciUu lcb>, alter 
tome days of anxious and aiduous woik, they hutttededm uctting 
through Uie patk, whii hlmgeied about Leopold Island and lli^^ iioiih- 
east Cape, and eulLrcd the haibour ol Port Leopold on tin llthof 
Septomber. 

Iluoh hutinfaction w-as excited next morning, to find how pcifeitly 
Ujoir sUaiu-launch fulfilled their evpeetdlions in uii txpeiimeuuil 
oroise nbmtthc haibour, before proct oding in her to tlu vvtslwaid, 
^ fercarch of a harbour lor the Enterjiriase, oh it was now be) oiul pio- 
bflbility, from the eaily setting in of winter, and fioni the Unbroken 
«t the ice, to rea<h MelvxHc Island this season. The pack at the 
WKi^th of the haibour, however, still iireventcd their iminedmto 
departuio, and all theii energies were devoted to Idiuluig u good sup- 
provisions upon Whaler Point, lu this* service the steam- 
Munch pioved iff iniinue value, conveying a huge cargo hoiself, and 
til)wing two 4c<Tly laden cutters at the rate of four oi five knots, 
tto ough the Aheot of ic<» which now coveied the harbour, and through 
which no boat, unaided by steam, could have penetiated beyond her 
pWsi. length. On the. evening of the 12th of October, niter much 
labour, the ships were liovc into their winter position, within UOU 
yimds of i aeh other. 

Su' James ito8» wnia anxious to have taken the Enlci^nise t) some 
.diiUnce to the westward, but any attempt to leave the sbips, under 
ISie tircumstauccs of thtii bituation, would have been highly iiyui loua, 
and probably led to home calamity. But the pack whu*!! scaUd tJie 
mouth the night alter thc 7 cntetei it, never* rtdmittod a 
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cliance .eren a boat making bet way out, and acFOsa tiM isOuikiii^ 
as far as could be discc med irom the hills, the same extensive rnamt^ lolf ^ 
heavy, hummocky icc, v^hich they had previously coasted along, waa 
still presM cl clos( ae imst the noith shoie of Norm Somerset, and re* 
mTOud lixfd thric thioughoul the wmtei, so that il the Enterprise 
h id been abh to get out of the harboui, ^le could not hate proceeded 
fai, and would most likely have been compiled cithci to pass the 
Minter in the pick or to have returned to England, and thus have 
dehalcd all piospictivc measures fox the assistauec ot oui long*ab&cnt 
Amid 



WI^TIn auviiTrr*'. 


The MintcT was passed as aio all ninter4 uitliis climate, but long 
pcTiei te and libiial in( ins gav( the voiager^ many eouiiCrls that tUQh 
othrr cxpeditii i hid cnioyed , t it is lemsukible that thohoidUl^ 
th^ crew suticicd nioit duiin^;^ this wintei than on an> farmer 
The w uit oi luccss might hi\e tended m some mcasutc to 4< 
theu spirits, ltd luih ]>pily, the told ol Minlcr was piolonged UU'* i 
ubuall'^ fei uito the epnng beioio more aetive emploTment could ba 
giicn them Duiiiig the wintci u great many white loxes weio lokt^ 
alnc m traps s^t ioi the purpose, and as it is well known hoW largg 
a tri(t of couAliy these creatuxes tra\erso in search of food, copfKir 
collais wire made, upon wlueh a notice of the position of the sh^ 
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Terrdsr, ta tlie crews ef ihobc tcsspIb wo’il'd assuredly 
fin weir ea.uture. They now carefully examined, by arduous 
Bretland jemrncys, tne neighbouring coast and inlets, and fully con- 
■('dheed themselves that Sir John Franklin’s ships were not in this 
of the Arctic regions, 

. ’The cteivs, weakened by incessant exertion, were in a very nntit 
#tate ’to im^Sertake the heavy labour which they had yot to accompbsh- 

at this place was so extremely backward, that hardly a 
l^ft^ water yrwA to be seen oathe sur&ec of ice which covered the 
baibouTt except only *dong tho lino gS gravel which had been spread 
;^c towards the htiibourns mouth dunng tho winter, and there ap- 
. i^cared but small prospect’ oT, any release this season. All that eie 
commenced with saw^' extending the breadth of the canal, so 
{tau&h aa to admit the shi 2 >s to pass down it towards the point of the 
a distance of ratlicr more than two miles, 
louring Port Loo}>old, Sir James Ross had caused a house to 
of spare spars, and covered with such of their housing cloth 
could dispense with, and for which they coidd find a substitute, 
Ticpdfid'5. leaving also twelve months' provisions, fuel, and other 
^ceesaiu:j<^ together with tho Investigators steam-launch, which had 
1 men lengt^Eonm seven feet for the purpose, imd now formed n fine 
vessel* cj^Able of conveying the whole of Sir John Frankliii's party to 
,'^vhalo ot themselves, should any calamity befall thm sliips 

to the wcetw-ard. 

ISKicnol^ to Mcndfttiother winter in the Arctic 
ions, they safely returned to England, where they oiiivod on the 
of Novembfr, 1849* 

.’Other expeditions have Just been sent out with the same object in 
’yl^t and most heartily and devoutly do wc wish that it maw be fully 
Jfot a few <SF "who arc well acquainted wim^rne AicUo 
CQi^sider still warranted of the discovayand 

0 of ^ John Pmimlin and hU gallant orow; and hence the 
vMiiSa. are being ao energetically employed. Pre-eminent lu 
' Ifi Lady FcaukHu, wfwse *eal and perseverance m cvciy 

firt that aflhetioEU and inteUigeace can devise has awakened the ad- 
aUon and sympathy cf world. Her ladyslnp has lusL 

asod Ihc ketch Frhufb Albert, x^^ ninety tons, to piocecd to 
8 Inlet, partiet across fiomBrentford Bay totlic 

of l^othia, whidh wiUex^ore to the strait of vSu- J* Iloas, 





iftlOther pasty wifl examine the eastern aide of Boothia. Com- 
Jdf Codxingtqn Fotsyth, «ti experienced surveying officer of the 
^ d JSavy, wriSil oomshqind this expe^tion. The result of these 
efforts ratftidxis ,1h be seen; thetr suocess will lie matter oi 
^^dely-extcndediCpH^tulationAndthtmkfulneas. But unless it be 
add a be cast by these enterpriacs over the perilous 

QfjChe there will be litth!! to add, for many years 

. 4b 4^ deaply4n|«rr^^ and heart-thrilling narrative, with 
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